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Daisy is sixteen. She was
normal. Now she’s just an ill
person with a disease no one
has heard of. The hospital tells
her father Peter that she must
travel regularly to London for
specialist treatment – but how
on earth will he get time off
work? There’s one person he
could ask for help. Problem is,
Daisy’s not going to like it...
Responsible Other is a
bittersweet comedy which
examines the complexities of
family life. A jet-black comedy
debut from Martin McDonagh.
The Lonesome West was first
presented as a Druid Theatre
company and Royal Court co-
production in the summer of
1997. 'The play combines
manic energy and physical
violence in a way that is both
hilarious and viscerally
exciting' Daily Telegraph
Valene and Coleman, two
brothers living alone in their
father's house after his recent
death, find it impossible to
exist without massive and
violent disputes over the most
mundane and innocent of
topics. Only father Welsh, the
local young priest, is prepared
to try to reconcile the two
before their petty squabblings
spiral into vicious and bloody
carnage. 'There's more than
one way to skin a theatrical
cat; and McDonagh's chosen
weapons are laughter and
gore... Pushing theatre to its

limits, McDonagh is making a
serious point... a work as
subversive as those Synge and
O'Casey plays that sparked
Dublin riots in the last century'
Guardian 'A brave satire...
Swiftianly savage and parodic...
with explicit brutal actino and
lines which sing with grace and
wit' Observer Who knocked
Mad Padraic's cat over on a
lonely road on the island of
Inishmore and was it an
accident? He'll want to know
when he gets back from a stint
of torture and chip-shop
bombing in Northern Ireland:
he loves his cat more than life
itself. The Lieutenant of
Inishmore is a brilliant satire
on terrorism, a powerful
corrective to the beautification
of violence in contemporary
culture, and a hilarious farce. It
premiered at the RSC's The
Other Place, Stratford-upon-
Avon, in May 2001.
Commentary and notes by
Patrick Lonergan Martin
McDonagh is one of the world's
most popular dramatists. This
is a highly readable and
illuminating analysis of his
career to date that will appeal
to the legions of fans of his
stage plays and the films Six
Shooter and In Bruges. As a
resource for students and
practitioners it is unrivalled,
providing an authoritative and
enquiring approach to his work
that moves beyond the tired
discussions of national identity
to offer a comprehensive



critical exploration. Patrick
Lonergan provides a detailed
analysis of each of his plays
and films, their original
staging, critical reception, and
the connections within and
between the Leenane Trilogy,
the Aran Islands plays and
more recent work. It includes
an interview with Garry Hynes,
artistic director of Druid
Theatre Company, and offers
four critical essays on key
features of McDonagh's work
by leading international
scholars: Joan Dean, Eamonn
Jordan, Jose Lanters and Karen
O'Brien. A series of further
resources including a
chronology, glossary, notes on
McDonagh's use of language
and a list of further reading
makes this the perfect
companion to one of the most
exciting dramatists writing
today. In a townhouse in
Copenhagen works Hans
Christian Andersen, a teller of
exquisite and fantastic
children's tales beloved by
millions. But the true source of
his stories dwells in his attic
upstairs, her existence a dark
secret kept from the outside
world.Dangerous, twisted and
funny, Martin McDonagh's new
play travels deep into the
abysses of the imagination. A
Very Very Dark Matter
premiered at the Bridge
Theatre, London, in October
2018. He’s young, he’s broke,
his landlord’s knocking at the
door, and he’s just found out
his wife is going to have a
baby. To make matters even
more desperate, Casey is fired
from his gig as an Elvis
impersonator in a run-down,
small-town Florida bar. When
the bar owner brings in a B-

level drag show to replace his
act, Casey finds that he has a
whole lot to learn about show
business—and himself.
Feminist Views on the English
Stage, first published in 2003,
is an exciting and insightful
study on drama from a feminist
perspective, one that
challenges an idea of the 1990s
as a 'post-feminist' decade and
pays attention to women's
playwriting marginalized by a
'renaissance' of angry young
men. Working through a
generational mix of writers,
from Sarah Kane, the
iconoclastic 'bad girl' of the
stage, to the 'canonical' Caryl
Churchill, Elaine Aston charts
the significant political and
aesthetic changes in women's
playwriting at the century's
end. Aston also explores
writing for the 1990s in theatre
by Sarah Daniels, Bryony
Lavery, Phyllis Nagy, Winsome
Pinnock, Rebecca Prichard,
Judy Upton and Timberlake
Wertenbaker. First published
in 2003. The Theatre Arts
Audition Books offer one
hundred speeches from plays of
the past twenty-five years, fifty
in a volume for men, fifty in a
volume for women. Each
excerpt is preceded by a note
situating the play and the
selection. Speeches come from
a wide range of plays, including
David Mamet's Oleanna, Caryl
Churchill's Serious Money,
Martin McDonagh's The Beauty
Queen of Leenane, Jim
Cartwright's Road, and
Timberlake Wertenbaker's Our
Country's Good, as well as
plays by Anthony Minghella,
Mark Ravenhill, Sue Townsend,
Alan Ayckbourn, and others.
Annika Bluhm has assembled

two sparkling collections of
monologues that will challenge
and inspire the actor While still
in his twenties, the Anglo-Irish
playwright Martin McDonagh
has filled houses in London and
New York, ranked in the most
prestigious drama awards.
Theatre has long been
considered a feminine interest
for which women consistently
purchase the majority of
tickets, while the shows they
are seeing typically are written
and brought to the stage by
men. Furthermore, the stories
these productions tell are often
about men, and the complex
leading roles in these shows
are written for and performed
by male actors. Despite this
imbalance, the feminist voice
presses to be heard and has
done so with more success than
ever before. In From Aphra
Behn to Fun Home: A Cultural
History of Feminist Theatre,
Carey Purcell traces the
evolution of these important
artists and productions over
several centuries. After
examining the roots of feminist
theatre in early Greek plays
and looking at occasional
works produced before the
twentieth century, Purcell then
identifies the key players and
productions that have emerged
over the last several decades.
This book covers the heyday of
the second wave feminist
movement—which saw the
growth of female-centric
theatre groups—and highlights
the work of playwrights such as
Caryl Churchill, Pam Gems,
and Wendy Wasserstein. Other
prominent artists discussed
here include playwrights Paula
Vogel Lynn and Tony-award
winning directors Garry Hynes



and Julie Taymor. The volume
also examines diversity in
contemporary feminist
theatre—with discussions of
such playwrights as Young Jean
Lee and Lynn Nottage—and a
look toward the future. Purcell
explores the very nature of
feminist theater—does it
qualify if a play is written by a
woman or does it just need to
feature strong female
characters?—as well as how
notable activist work for
feminism has played a pivotal
role in theatre. An engaging
survey of female artists on
stage and behind the scenes,
From Aphra Behn to Fun Home
will be of interest to
theatregoers and anyone
interested in the invaluable
contributions of women in the
performing arts. The Beauty
Queen of Leenane was first
presented as a Druid
Theatre/Royal Court Theatre
co-production in January 1996.
Set in the mountains of
Connemara, County Galway,
The Beauty Queen of Leenane
tells the darkly comic tale of
Maureen Folan, a plain and
lonely woman in her early
forties, and Mag her
manipulative ageing mother
whose interference in
Maureen's first and potentially
last loving relationship sets in
motion a train of events that is
as gothically funny as it is
horrific. With such plays as The
Beauty Queen (1996), The
Cripple of Inishmaan (1997),
The Lonesome West (1997), A
Skull in Connemara (1997), The
Lieutenant of Inishmore (2001),
and The Pillowman (2003)
Martin McDonagh has made a
huge reputation for himself in
ternationally, winning multiple

awards for his work and
enjoying universal critical
acclaim. Most recently, he won
an Oscar for his short film Six
Shooter (2006). This collection
of essays is a vital and
significant response to the
many challenges set by
McDonagh for those involved in
the production and reception of
his work. The volume brings
together critics and
commentators from around the
world, who assess the work
from a diverse range of often
provocative approaches. What
is not surprising is the focus
and commitment of the
engagement, given the
controversial and st Whether
for or against, this is an
essential read for all who wish
to enter the complex debate
about the Theatre of Martin
McDonagh. Drawing on major
new archival discoveries and
recent research, Patrick
Lonergan presents an
innovative account of Irish
drama and theatre, spanning
the past seventy years. Rather
than offering a linear narrative,
the volume traces key themes
to illustrate the relationship
between theatre and changes
in society. In considering
internationalization, the
Troubles in Northern Ireland,
the Celtic Tiger period,
feminism, and the changing
status of the Catholic Church in
Ireland, Lonergan asserts the
power of theatre to act as an
agent of change and uncovers
the contribution of individual
artists, plays and productions
in challenging societal norms.
Irish Drama and Theatre since
1950 provides a wide-ranging
account of major
developments, combined with

case studies of the premiere or
revival of major plays, the
establishment of new
companies and the influence of
international work and artists,
including Tennessee Williams,
Chekhov and Brecht. While
bringing to the fore some of the
untold stories and overlooked
playwrights following the
declaration of the Irish
Republic, Lonergan weaves
into his account the many Irish
theatre-makers who have
achieved international
prominence in the period:
Samuel Beckett, Siobhán
McKenna and Brendan Behan
in the 1950s, continuing with
Brian Friel and Tom Murphy,
and concluding with the
playwrights who emerged in
the late 1990s, including
Martin McDonagh, Enda
Walsh, Conor McPherson,
Marie Jones and Marina Carr.
The contribution of major Irish
companies to world theatre is
also examined, including both
the Abbey and Gate theatres,
as well as Druid, Field Day and
Charabanc. Through its
engaging analysis of seventy
years of Irish theatre, this
volume charts the acts of
gradual but revolutionary
change that are the story of
Irish theatre and drama and of
its social and cultural contexts.
Winner 1996 Evening Standard
Award for Most Promising
Playwright; Winner 1996
George Devine Award for Most
Promising Playwright For one
week each autumn, Mick Dowd
is hired to disinter the bones in
certain sections of his local
cemetery, to make way for new
arrivals. As the time
approaches for him to dig up
those of his own late wife,



strange rumours regarding his
involvement in her sudden
death seven years ago
gradually begin to resurface.
This book represents the first
collection of original critical
material on Martin McDonagh,
one of the most celebrated
young playwrights of the last
decade. Credited with
reinvigorating contemporary
Irish drama, his dark,
despairing comedies have been
performed extensively both on
Broadway and in the West End,
culminating in an Olivier Award
for the The Pillowman and an
Academy Award for his short
film Six Shooter. In Martin
McDonagh, Richard Rankin
Russell brings together a
variety of theoretical
perspectives – from
globalization to the gothic – to
survey McDonagh’s plays in
unprecedented critical depth.
Specially commissioned essays
cover topics such as identity
politics, the shadow of violence
and the role of Catholicism in
the work of this most
precocious of contemporary
dramatists. Contributors:
Marion Castleberry, Brian Cliff,
Joan Fitzpatrick Dean, Maria
Doyle, Laura Eldred, José
Lanters, Patrick Lonergan,
Stephanie Pocock, Richard
Rankin Russell, Karen
Vandevelde This Student
Edition features expert and
helpful annotation, including a
scene-by-scene summary, a
detailed commentary on the
dramatic, social and political
context, and on the themes,
characters, language and
structure of the play, as well a
list of suggested reading and
questions for further study and
a review of performance

history. The Lonesome West
was first presented as a Druid
Theatre company and Royal
Court co-production in the
summer of 1997, and is the
final part of McDonagh's
Leenane trilogy. This edition
explores the play's substantial
themes and textured
controversy, which make it
such a popular choice to study:
the Catholic Church is exposed
as irrelevant and powerless and
the characters have a
dangerously skewed sense of
morality. The text is full of
McDonagh's characteristic
combination of farce,
aggression and wit. The plot
follows two brothers, Valene
and Coleman, living alone in
their father's house after his
recent death. They find it
impossible to exist without
massive and violent disputes
over the most mundane and
innocent of topics. Only Father
Welsh, the local young priest, is
prepared to try to reconcile the
two before their petty
squabblings spiral into vicious
and bloody carnage. Martin
McDonagh is the most
controversial Irish dramatist
working today, with his
explorations of Irish national
identity which look at the
darker side of provincial life.
His bleak but blackly comic
portrayal of modern, rural
Ireland courts debate with its
dark farce, caricatures of
violence and barbarism and an
exaggerated, poeticised dialect
of Hiberno-English. After
months pass without a culprit
in her daughter's murder case,
Mildred Hayes pays for three
signs challenging the authority
of William Willoughby, the
town's revered chief of police.

When his second-in-command,
Officer Dixon, a mother's boy
with a penchant for violence,
gets involved, the battle
between Mildred and Ebbing's
law enforcement threatens to
engulf the town.Three
Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri is a darkly comedic
drama from Martin
McDonagh.The film won Best
Motion Picture - Drama and
Best Screenplay at the Golden
Globes 2018, and Best Film and
Best Original Screenplay at
2018 BAFTAs. THE STORY:
Tony Wendice has married his
wife, Margot, for her money
and now plans to murder her
for the same reason. He
arranges the perfect murder.
He blackmails a scoundrel he
used to know into strangling
her for a fee of one thousand
pounds, and 'There's more than
one way to skin a theatrical
cat; and McDonagh's chosen
weapons are laughter and
gore... Pushing theatre to its
limits, McDonagh is making a
serious point... a work as
subversive as those Synge and
O'Casey plays that sparked
Dublin riots in the last century'
Guardian 'A brave satire...
Swiftianly savage and parodic...
with explicit brutal actino and
lines which sing with grace and
wit' Observer Who knocked
Mad Padraic's cat over on a
lonely road on the island of
Inishmore and was it an
accident? He'll want to know
when he gets back from a stint
of torture and chip-shop
bombing in Northern Ireland:
he loves his cat more than life
itself. The Lieutenant of
Inishmore is a brilliant satire
on terrorism, a powerful
corrective to the beautification



of violence in contemporary
culture, and a hilarious farce. It
premiered at the RSC's The
Other Place, Stratford-upon-
Avon, in May 2001.
Commentary and notes by
Patrick Lonergan A delicious
two-hander by Michael Puzzo
about strangers stranded in a
hunting cabin. How they came
to be there is hilariously doled
out by Mr. Puzzo along with
thoughts about identity, the
Internet and the liar in us
all...as rewarding a trip off the
beate Heartrending and
unexpectedly funny. --NY
Times. Distinguished by
Baron's uncommonly excellent
writing...there's no denying
Baron's talent. --Star-Ledger.
[Ms. Baron has a] gift for
dialogue that is tightly
interlocked, smartly
punctuated with on-target This
exciting book uniquely
combines interviews with
scholars and practitioners in
theatre studies to look at what
most people feel is a pivotal
moment of British theatre - the
1990s. With a particular focus
on 'in-yer-face theatre', this
volume will be essential
reading for all students and
scholars of contemporary
British theatre. The Methuen
Drama Guide to Contemporary
Irish Playwrights is an
authoritative guide to the work
of twenty-five playwrights from
the last 50 years whose work
has helped to shape and define
Irish theatre. Written by a team
of international scholars, it
provides an illuminating survey
and analysis of each writer's
plays and will be invaluable to
anyone interested in, studying
or teaching contemporary Irish
drama. The playwrights

examined range from John B.
Keane, Brian Friel and Tom
Murphy, to the crop of writers
who emerged in the 1990s and
who include Martin McDonagh,
Marina Carr, Emma Donoghue
and Mark O'Rowe. Each essay
features: a biographical sketch
and introduction to the
playwright a discussion of their
most important plays an
analysis of their stylistic and
thematic traits, the critical
reception and their place in the
discourses of Irish theatre a
bibliography of texts and
critical material With a total of
190 plays discussed in detail,
over half of which were written
during the 1990s and 2000s,
The Methuen Drama Guide to
Contemporary Irish
Playwrights is unrivalled in its
study of recent plays and
playwrights. Pulitzer Prize
winner Sam Shepard’s latest
play is an uproarious, brilliantly
provocative farce that brings
the gifts of a quintessentially
American playwright to bear on
the current American dilemma.
Frank and Emma are a quiet,
respectable couple who raise
cows on their Wisconsin farm.
Soon after they agree to put up
Frank’s old friend Haynes, who
is on the lam from a secret
government project involving
plutonium, they’re visited by
Welch, an unctuous
government bureaucrat from
hell. His aggressive patriotism
puts Frank, Emma, and Haynes
on the defensive, transforming
a heartland American
household into a scene of
torture and promoting a
radioactive brand of conformity
with a dangerously long half
life. Combines, updates, and
expands two earlier Salem

Press reference sets: Critical
survey of drama, Rev. ed.,
English language series,
published in 1994, and Critical
survey of drama, Foreign
language series, published in
1986. This new 8 vol. set
contains 602 essays, of which
538 discuss individual
dramatists and 64 cover broad
overview topics. The dramatist
profiles contain more than 310
photographs and drawings.
Winner 1996 Evening Standard
Award for Most Promising
Playwright; Winner 1996
George Devine Award for Most
Promising Playwright For one
week each autumn, Mick Dowd
is hired to disinter the bones in
certain sections of his local
cemetery, to make way for new
arrivals. As the time
approaches for him to dig up
those of his own late wife,
strange rumours regarding his
involvement in her sudden
death seven years ago
gradually begin to resurface.
Contemporary European
Playwrights presents and
discusses a range of key
writers that have radically
reshaped European theatre by
finding new ways to express
the changing nature of the
continent’s society and culture,
and whose work is still in
dialogue with Europe today.
Traversing borders and
languages, this volume offers a
fresh approach to analyzing
plays in production by some of
the most widely-performed
European playwrights,
assessing how their work has
revealed new meanings and
theatrical possibilities as they
move across the continent,
building an unprecedented
picture of the contemporary



European repertoire. With
chapters by leading scholars
and contributions by the
writers themselves, the
chapters bring playwrights
together to examine their work
as part of a network and
genealogy of writing,
examining how these plays
embody and interrogate the
nature of contemporary
Europe. Written for students
and scholars of European
theatre and playwriting, this
book will leave the reader with
an understanding of the
shifting relationships between
the subsidized and commercial,
the alternative and the
mainstream stage, and political
stakes of playmaking in
European theatre since 1989.
I'm just as good as bloody
Pierrepoint. In his small pub in
Oldham, Harry is something of
a local celebrity. But what's the
second-best hangman in
England to do on the day
they've abolished hanging?
Amongst the cub reporters and
sycophantic pub regulars,
dying to hear Harry's reaction
to the news, a peculiar
stranger lurks, with a very
different motive for his visit.
Don't worry. I may have my
quirks but I'm not an animal.
Or am I? One for the courts to
discuss. Martin McDonagh's
Hangmen premiered at the
Royal Court Theatre, London,
in September 2015. How is
madness experienced, treated,
and represented? How might
art think around – and beyond –
psychiatric definitions of illness
and wellbeing? Madness, Art,
and Society engages with
artistic practices from theatre
and live art to graphic fiction,
charting a multiplicity of ways

of thinking critically with,
rather than about, non-
normative psychological
experience. It is organised into
two parts: ‘Structures:
psychiatrists, institutions,
treatments’, illuminates the
environments, figures and
primary models of psychiatric
care, reconsidering their
history and contemporary
manifestations through case
studies including David Edgar’s
Mary Barnes and Milos
Forman’s One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest. ‘Experiences:
realities, bodies, moods’,
promblematises diagnostic
categories and proposes more
radically open models of
thinking in relation to
experiences of madness,
touching upon works such as
Richard Kelly’s Donnie Darko
and Duncan Macmillan’s
People, Places, and Things.
Reading its case studies as a
counter-discourse to orthodox
psychiatry, Madness, Art, and
Society seeks a more nuanced
understanding of the plurality
of madness in society, and in so
doing, offers an outstanding
resource for students and
scholars alike. THE STORY: In
Martin McDonagh's first
American-set play, Carmichael
has been searching for his
missing left hand for almost
half a century. Enter two
bickering lovebirds with a hand
to sell, and a hotel clerk with
an aversion to gunfire, and
we're Martin McDonagh's plays
have been produced in Galway,
Dublin, London and New York.
They have created excitement
and have won numerous
awards. In individual editions
the plays have been among
Methuen's most popular

sellers. 'Martin McDonagh's
The Leenane Trilogy, one of the
great events of the
contemporary Irish theatre'
(Irish Times). This volume
contains: The Beauty Queen of
Leenane - 'McDonagh's writing
is pitiless but compassionate:
he casts a cold, hard, but
understanding eye on
relationships made of mistrust,
hesitation, resentment and
malevolence' (Sunday Times); A
Skull in Connemara - 'Here,
McDonagh's gift is at its most
naked and infectious . . . it
leaves you giddy with
gruesome exhilaration'
(Financial Times); The
Lonesome West: 'The play
combines manic energy and
physical violence in a way that
is both hilarious and viscerally
exciting' (Daily Telegraph) "A
star is born, bright and blazing,
confident, individual and
shockingly accomplished"
(Sunday Times) The Methuen
Drama Dictionary of the
Theatre is an essential
reference tool and companion
for anyone interested in the
theatre and theatre-going.
Containing over 2500 entries it
covers the international
spectrum of theatre with
particular emphasis on the UK
and USA. With biographical
information on playwrights,
actors and directors, entries on
theatres and theatre
companies, explanation of
technical terms and theatrical
genres, and synopses of major
plays, this is an authoritative,
trustworthy and comprehensive
compendium. Included are:
synopses of 500 major plays
biographical entries on
hundreds of playwrights,
actors, directors and producers



definitions of nearly 200 genres
and movements entries on over
100 key characters from plays
information about more than
250 theatres and companies
Unlike similar products, The
Methuen Drama Dictionary of
the Theatre avoids a dry,
technical approach with its
sprinkling of anecdotal asides
and fascinating trivia, such as
how Michael Gambon gave his
name to a corner of a racing
track following an incident on
BBC's Top Gear programme,
and under 'advice to actors' the
sage words of Alec Guinness:
'First wipe your nose and check
your flies', and the equally wise
guidance from the master of
his art, Noël Coward: 'Just
know your lines and don't
bump into the furniture.' As a
companion to everything from
the main stage to the fringes of
theatrical fact and folklore, this
will prove an irresistible book
to all fans of the theatre. THE
STORY: Richard Sherman
roams restlessly around his
empty apartment, bemoaning
the fact that his wife of seven
years, and their son, have just
walked out on him. Then,
without warning, a gigantic
flower pot tumbles down from
an overhead balcony, nearly
The most controversial and
newsworthy plays of British
theatre are a rash of rude,
vicious and provocative pieces
by a brat pack of
twentysomethings whose
debuts startled critics and
audiences with their heady mix
of sex, violence and street-
poetry. In-Yer-Face Theatre is
the first book to study this
exciting outburst of creative
self-expression by what in
other contexts has been called

Generation X, or Thatcher's
Children, the 'yoof' who grew
up during the last Conservative
Government. The book argues
that, for example,
Trainspotting, Blasted, Mojo
and Shopping and F**king are
much more than a collection of
shock tactics - taken together,
they represent a consistent
critique of modern life, one
which focuses on the problem
of violence, the crisis of
masculinity and the futility of
consumerism. The book
contains extensive interviews
with playwrights, including
Sarah Kane ( Blasted), Mark
Ravenhill (Shopping and
F**king), Philip Ridley (The
Pitchfork Disney), Patrick
Marber (Closer) and Martin
McDonagh (The Beauty Queen
of Leenane). In 1934, the
people of Inishmaan learn that
the Hollywood director Robert
Flaherty is coming to the
neighbouring island to film his
documentary Man of Aran. No
one is more excited than Billy,
an unloved and crippled boy
whose chief occupation has
been gazing at cows and
yearning for a girl who wants
no part of him. For Billy is
determined to cross the sea
and audition for the Yank. As
news of his audacity ripples
through his rumour-starved
community, The Cripple of
Inishmaan becomes a merciless
portrayal of a world so
comically cramped and mean-
spirited that hope is an affront
to its order. With this bleak yet
uproariously funny play, Martin
McDonagh fulfilled the promise
of his award-winning The
Beauty Queen of Leenane while
confirming his place in a
tradition that extends from

Synge to O'Casey and Brendan
Behan. This Student Edition,
complete with plot summary
and scholarly notes, is edited
by Dr. P.J. Mathews of
University College Dublin. The
Lonesome West was first
presented as a Druid Theatre
company and Royal Court co-
production in the summer of
1997. 'The play combines
manic energy and physical
violence in a way that is both
hilarious and viscerally
exciting' Daily Telegraph
Valene and Coleman, two
brothers living alone in their
father's house after his recent
death, find it impossible to
exist without massive and
violent disputes over the most
mundane and innocent of
topics. Only father Welsh, the
local young priest, is prepared
to try to reconcile the two
before their petty squabblings
spiral into vicious and bloody
carnage. This Handbook offers
a multiform sweep of
theoretical, historical, practical
and personal glimpses into a
landscape roughly
characterised as contemporary
Irish theatre and performance.
Bringing together a spectrum
of voices and sensibilities in
each of its four sections —
Histories, Close-ups,
Interfaces, and Reflections — it
casts its gaze back across the
past sixty years or so to recall,
analyse, and assess the recent
legacy of theatre and
performance on this island.
While offering information,
overviews and reflections of
current thought across its
chapters, this book will serve
most handily as food for
thought and a springboard for
curiosity. Offering something



different in its mix of themes
and perspectives, so that
previously unexamined
surfaces might come to light
individually and in conjunction
with other essays, it is a wide-
ranging and indispensable
resource in Irish theatre
studies.
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