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Natashas Dance A Cultural History Of Russia Orlando Figes
  Natasha's Dance Orlando Figes,2014-02-11 History on a grand scale an enchanting masterpiece that explores the
making of one of the world s most vibrant civilizations A People s Tragedy wrote Eric Hobsbawm did more to help us
understand the Russian Revolution than any other book I know Now in Natasha s Dance internationally renowned historian
Orlando Figes does the same for Russian culture summoning the myriad elements that formed a nation and held it together
Beginning in the eighteenth century with the building of St Petersburg a window on the West and culminating with the
challenges posed to Russian identity by the Soviet regime Figes examines how writers artists and musicians grappled with
the idea of Russia itself its character spiritual essence and destiny He skillfully interweaves the great works by Dostoevsky
Stravinsky and Chagall with folk embroidery peasant songs religious icons and all the customs of daily life from food and
drink to bathing habits to beliefs about the spirit world Figes s characters range high and low the revered Tolstoy who left
his deathbed to search for the Kingdom of God as well as the serf girl Praskovya who became Russian opera s first superstar
and shocked society by becoming her owner s wife Like the European schooled countess Natasha performing an impromptu
folk dance in Tolstoy s War and Peace the spirit of Russianness is revealed by Figes as rich and uplifting complex and
contradictory a powerful force that unified a vast country and proved more lasting than any Russian ruler or state   The
Whisperers Orlando Figes,2008-09-04 Drawing on a huge range of sources letters memoirs conversations Orlando Figes tells
the story of how Russians tried to endure life under Stalin Those who shaped the political system became very frequently its
victims Those who were its victims were frequently quite blameless The Whisperers recreates the sort of maze in which
Russians found themselves where an unwitting wrong turn could either destroy a family or perversely later save it a society
in which everyone spoke in whispers whether to protect themselves their families neighbours or friends or to inform on them
  The Europeans Orlando Figes,2019-10-08 From the master of historical narrative Financial Times a dazzling richly
detailed panoramic work the first to document the genesis of a continent wide European culture The nineteenth century in
Europe was a time of unprecedented artistic achievement It was also the first age of cultural globalization an epoch when
mass communications and high speed rail travel brought Europe together overcoming the barriers of nationalism and
facilitating the development of a truly European canon of artistic musical and literary works By 1900 the same books were
being read across the continent the same paintings reproduced the same music played in homes and heard in concert halls
the same operas performed in all the major theatres Drawing from a wealth of documents letters and other archival materials
acclaimed historian Orlando Figes examines the interplay of money and art that made this unification possible At the center
of the book is a poignant love triangle the Russian writer Ivan Turgenev the Spanish prima donna Pauline Viardot with whom
Turgenev had a long and intimate relationship and her husband Louis Viardot an art critic theater manager and republican



activist Together Turgenev and the Viardots acted as a kind of European cultural exchange they either knew or crossed paths
with Delacroix Berlioz Chopin Brahms Liszt the Schumanns Hugo Flaubert Dickens and Dostoyevsky among many other
towering figures As Figes observes nearly all of civilization s great advances have come during periods of heightened
cosmopolitanism when people ideas and artistic creations circulate freely between nations Vivid and insightful The
Europeans shows how such cosmopolitan ferment shaped artistic traditions that came to dominate world culture   Just
Send Me Word Orlando Figes,2012-05-24 From Orlando Figes international bestselling author of A People s Tragedy Just
Send Me Word is the moving true story of two young Russians whose love survived Stalin s Gulag Lev and Svetlana kept
apart for fourteen years by the Second World War and the Gulag stayed true to each other and exchanged thousands of
secret letters as Lev battled to survive in Stalin s camps Using this remarkable cache of smuggled correspondence Orlando
Figes tells the tale of two incredible people who swept along in the very worst of times kept their devotion alive Orlando
Figes was granted exclusive access to the thousands of letters between Lev and Sveta that form the foundation of Just Send
Me Word and he was able to interview the couple in person then in their nineties These real time and largely uncensored
letters form the largest cache of Gulag letters ever found Reviews One is overcome with admiration for the kindness bravery
and generosity of people in terrible peril It is impossible to read without shedding tears Simon Sebag Montefiore Financial
Times This powerful narrative by a distinguished historian will take its place not just in history but in literature Robert
Massie Electrifying passionate devoted despairing exhilarating a tale of hope resilience grit and love The Times Moving a
remarkable discovery Max Hastings Sunday Times The gulag story lacks individuals for us to sympathise with a Primo Levi
an Anne Frank or even an Oskar Schindler Just Send Me Word may well be the book to change that Oliver Bullough
Independent Immensely touching a heartening gem of a book Anna Reid Literary Review The remarkable true story of a love
affair between two Soviet citizens as much a literary challenge as a historical one the book can be read as a non fiction novel
Telegraph Remarkable Figes selecting and then interpreting this mass of letters makes them tell two kinds of story The first
is a uniquely detailed narrative of the gulag of the callous slatternly universe which consumed millions of lives The second is
about two people determined not to lose each other Neal Ascherson Guardian A quiet moving and memorable account of life
in a totalitarian state The book often reads like a novel captivating Evening Standard Orlando Figes has wrought something
beautiful from dark times Ian Thomson Observer A heart rending record of extraordinary human endurance Kirkus Reviews A
remarkable tale of love and devotion during the worst years of the USSR Figes s fine narrative pacing enhances this moving
memorable story Publishers Weekly About the author Orlando Figes is Professor of History at Birkbeck College University of
London He is the author of Peasant Russia Civil War A People s Tragedy Natasha s Dance The Whisperers and Crimea He
lives in Cambridge and London His books have been translated into over twenty languages   The Story of Russia Orlando
Figes,2022-09-20 This is the essential backstory the history book that you need if you want to understand modern Russia and



its wars with Ukraine with its neighbors with America and with the West Anne Applebaum author of Twilight of Democracy
and Red Famine Named a Most Anticipated Book of the Year by Publishers Weekly and Kirkus Reviews From the great
storyteller of Russian history Financial Times a brilliant account of the national mythologies and imperial ideologies that have
shaped Russia s past and politics essential reading for understanding the country today The Story of Russia is a fresh
approach to the thousand years of Russia s history concerned as much with the ideas that have shaped how Russians think
about their past as it is with the events and personalities comprising it No other country has reimagined its own story so
often in a perpetual effort to stay in step with the shifts of ruling ideologies From the founding of Kievan Rus in the first
millennium to Putin s war against Ukraine Orlando Figes explores the ideas that have guided Russia s actions throughout its
long and troubled existence Whether he s describing the crowning of Ivan the Terrible in a candlelit cathedral or the
dramatic upheaval of the peasant revolution he reveals the impulses often unappreciated or misunderstood by foreigners that
have driven Russian history the medieval myth of Mother Russia s holy mission to the world the imperial tendency toward
autocratic rule the popular belief in a paternal tsar dispensing truth and justice the cult of sacrifice rooted in the idea of the
Russian soul and always the nationalist myth of Russia s unjust treatment by the West How the Russians came to tell their
story and to revise it so often as they went along is not only a vital aspect of their history it is also our best means of
understanding how the country thinks and acts today Based on a lifetime of scholarship and enthrallingly written The Story
of Russia is quintessential Figes sweeping revelatory and masterful   The Crimean War Orlando Figes,2011-04-12 Please
note that the maps available in the print edition do not appear in the ebook From the great storyteller of modern Russian
historians Financial Times the definitive account of the forgotten war that shaped the modern age The Charge of the Light
Brigade Florence Nightingale these are the enduring icons of the Crimean War Less well known is that this savage war 1853
1856 killed almost a million soldiers and countless civilians that it enmeshed four great empires the British French Turkish
and Russian in a battle over religion as well as territory that it fixed the fault lines between Russia and the West that it set in
motion the conflicts that would dominate the century to come In this masterly history Orlando Figes reconstructs the first full
conflagration of modernity a global industrialized struggle fought with unusual ferocity and incompetence Drawing on
untapped Russian and Ottoman as well as European sources Figes vividly depicts the world at war from the palaces of St
Petersburg to the holy sites of Jerusalem from the young Tolstoy reporting in Sevastopol to Tsar Nicolas haunted by dreams
of religious salvation from the ordinary soldiers and nurses on the battlefields to the women and children in towns under
siege Original magisterial alive with voices of the time The Crimean War is a historical tour de force whose depiction of
ethnic cleansing and the West s relations with the Muslim world resonates with contemporary overtones At once a rigorous
original study and a sweeping panoramic narrative The Crimean War is the definitive account of the war that mapped the
terrain for today s world   Revolutionary Russia, 1891-1991 Orlando Figes,2014-04-08 From the author of A People s



Tragedy an original reading of the Russian Revolution examining it not as a single event but as a hundred year cycle of
violence in pursuit of utopian dreams In this elegant and incisive account Orlando Figes offers an illuminating new
perspective on the Russian Revolution While other historians have focused their examinations on the cataclysmic years
immediately before and after 1917 Figes shows how the revolution while it changed in form and character nevertheless
retained the same idealistic goals throughout from its origins in the famine crisis of 1891 until its end with the collapse of the
communist Soviet regime in 1991 Figes traces three generational phases Lenin and the Bolsheviks who set the pattern of
destruction and renewal until their demise in the terror of the 1930s the Stalinist generation promoted from the lower
classes who created the lasting structures of the Soviet regime and consolidated its legitimacy through victory in war and the
generation of 1956 shaped by the revelations of Stalin s crimes and committed to making the Revolution work to remedy
economic decline and mass disaffection Until the very end of the Soviet system its leaders believed they were carrying out
the revolution Lenin had begun With the authority and distinctive style that have marked his magisterial histories Figes
delivers an accessible and paradigm shifting reconsideration of one of the defining events of the twentieth century   A
Concise History of Russia Paul Bushkovitch,2011-12-05 Accessible to students tourists and general readers alike this book
provides a broad overview of Russian history since the ninth century Paul Bushkovitch emphasizes the enormous changes in
the understanding of Russian history resulting from the end of the Soviet Union in 1991 Since then new material has come to
light on the history of the Soviet era providing new conceptions of Russia s pre revolutionary past The book traces not only
the political history of Russia but also developments in its literature art and science Bushkovitch describes well known
cultural figures such as Chekhov Tolstoy and Mendeleev in their institutional and historical contexts Though the 1917
revolution the resulting Soviet system and the Cold War were a crucial part of Russian and world history Bushkovitch
presents earlier developments as more than just a prelude to Bolshevik power   The Cambridge Companion to Modern
Russian Culture Nicholas Rzhevsky,1998 An introduction to modern Russian culture from language and religion to literature
and the arts   Peasant Russia, Civil War Orlando Figes,2001 From the preface Many historians outside the Soviet Union
have sought to explain why the Bolsheviks won the civil war Some have focused on the military history of 1918 20 Others
have connected the victory of the Red Army to the growth of the Soviet State But none has made a detailed study of the
relationship between the Bolsheviks and the peasantry the overwhelming majority of the Russian population during the
formative years of the Soviet regime None has seriously investigated the ways in which the Bolshevik victory was made
possible by the transformation of the Russian countryside in the years leading up to and during the revolution That is the
purpose of this book   A People's Tragedy Orlando Figes,2014 Vast in scope based on exhaustive original research and
written with passion narrative skill and human sympathy this book offers an account of the Russian Revolution for a new
generation   Khrushchev's Cold War: The Inside Story of an American Adversary Aleksandr Fursenko,Timothy



Naftali,2010-10-25 Contains unsettling insights into some of the most dangerous geopolitical crises of the time The
Economist This acclaimed study from the authors of One Hell of a Gamble brings to life head to head confrontations between
the Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev and Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy Drawing on their unrivaled access to
Politburo and KGB materials Aleksandr Fursenko and Timothy Naftali combine new insights into the Cuban missile crisis as
well as startling narratives of the contests for Suez Iraq Berlin and Southeast Asia with vivid portraits of leaders who
challenged Moscow and Washington Khrushchev s Cold War provides a gripping history of the crisis years of the Cold War
  Crimea Orlando Figes,2011-06-02 The terrible conflict that dominated the mid 19th century the Crimean War killed at
least 800 000 men and pitted Russia against a formidable coalition of Britain France and the Ottoman Empire It was a war
for territory provoked by fear that if the Ottoman Empire were to collapse then Russia could control a huge swathe of land
from the Balkans to the Persian Gulf But it was also a war of religion driven by a fervent populist and ever more ferocious
belief by the Tsar and his ministers that it was Russia s task to rule all Orthodox Christians and control the Holy Land
Orlando Figes major new book reimagines this extraordinary war in which the stakes could not have been higher and which
was fought with a terrible mixture of ferocity and incompetence It was both a recognisably modern conflict the first to be
extensively photographed the first to employ the telegraph the first newspaper war and a traditional one with illiterate
soldiers amateur officers and huge casualties caused by disease Drawing on a huge range of fascinating sources Figes also
gives the lived experience of the war from that of the ordinary British soldier in his snow filled trench to the haunted gloomy
narrow figure of Tsar Nicholas himself as he vows to take on the whole world in his hunt for religious salvation   The
Whisperers Orlando Figes,2007-11-13 Moving from the Revolution of 1917 to the death of Stalin and beyond Orlando Figes
re creates the moral maze in which Russians found themselves where one wrong turn could destroy a family or perversely
end up saving it He brings us inside cramped communal apartments where minor squabbles could lead to fatal denunciations
he examines the Communist faithful who often rationalized even their own arrests as a case of mistaken identity and he casts
a humanizing light on informers demonstrating how in a repressive system anyone could easily become a collaborator BOOK
JACKET   The Voices of the Dead Hiroaki Kuromiya,2007-01-01 Swept up in the maelstrom of Stalin s Great Terror of
1937 1938 nearly a million people died Most were ordinary citizens who left no records and as a result have been completely
forgotten This book is the first to attempt to retrieve their stories and reconstruct their lives drawing upon recently
declassified archives of the former Soviet Secret Police in Kiev Hiroaki Kuromiya uncovers in the archives the hushed voices
of the condemned and he chronicles the lives of dozens of individuals who shared the same dehumanizing fate all were falsely
arrested executed and dumped in mass graves Kuromiya investigates the truth behind the fabricated records filling in at
least some of the details of the lives and deaths of ballerinas priests beggars teachers peasants workers soldiers pensioners
homemakers fugitives peddlers ethnic Russians Ukrainians Poles Germans Koreans Jews and others In recounting the



extraordinary stories gleaned from the secret files Kuromiya not only commemorates the dead and forgotten but also
proposes a new interpretation of Soviet society that provides useful insights into the enigma of Stalinist terror   Russia
Abraham Ascher,2017-09-07 Distinguished Professor Abraham Ascher offers an impressive blend of engaging narrative and
fresh analysis in this perennially popular introduction to Russia Newly updated on the 100th anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution Russia A Short History begins with the origins of the first Slavic state and continues to the present day tensions
between Russia and its neighbours the rise of Vladimir Putin and the increasingly complex relationship with the United
States   Right to Dance Naomi M. Jackson,2004 In terms of human rights organizations there appears to be intimate
connections between dance and human rights issues Such connections appear most frequently in the context of dance being
used as a tool for inciting people to violence as a means of humiliation and as a means of uniting communities in times of
hardship Dance is often employed as a nationalistic propaganda tool as a means of healing individuals and groups after
traumatic events and as a powerful form of theatrical expression and education by artists choreographers who have
undergone or witnessed gross violations of human rights   When Russia Came to Stay Lea Povozhaev,2012-05 When Russia
Came to Stay is a story of a family s journey into Orthodox Christianity from Protestantism Becoming Christian and a
multicultural family with small steps of faith in each other in God is a difficult process in a Western culture that often
perceives faith as a done deal with the utterance of the Sinner s Prayer inviting Jesus into one s heart Life in Christ is a
process of moment to moment seeking to be in Him This way of life is beyond culture and outside of time even as it is lived in
time and place Miraculously in trying for spiritual perspective the impossible becomes possible such as unlike families
coming together in love and staying together when there seems a lack of love Povozhaev tells of her family s roots and her
husband s family s beginnings from Russia She shares the story of falling in love with Dima his homeland with travels to
Russia in 1999 and a deepening understanding of ancient Christianity as their source for transformational love Perspectives
change with growing family including in laws from Russia and children Lea and Dima are baptized into the Orthodox Church
with their f rst son and journey together with faith towards love Despite challenges from coming from different corners of the
world sustained will to stay together grows acceptance and deepens the love between them Orthodox Christianity as a fuller
expression of life in Christ of Love becomes the glue that binds together Lea and Dima   Defining Russia Musically Richard
Taruskin,2000-09-25 with an air of alterity sensed exploited bemoaned reveled in traded on and defended against both from
within and from without The author s goal is to explore this assumption of otherness in an all encompassing work that re
creates the cultural contexts of the folksong anthologies of the 1700s the operas symphonies and ballets of the 1800s the
modernist masterpieces of the 1900s and the hugely fraught but ambiguous products of the Soviet period Taruskin begins by
showing how enlightened aristocrats reactionary romantics and the theorists and victims of totalitarianism have variously
fashioned their vision of Russian society in musical terms He then examines how Russia as a whole shaped its identity in



contrast to an East during the age of its imperialist expansion and in contrast to two different musical Wests Germany and
Italy during the formative years of its national consciousness   Like a Bomb Going Off Janice Ross,2015-01-01 Everyone
has heard of George Balanchine Few outside Russia know of Leonid Yakobson Balanchine s contemporary who remained in
Lenin s Russia and survived censorship during the darkest days of Stalin Like Shostakovich Yakobson suffered for his art and
yet managed to create a singular body of revolutionary dances that spoke to the Soviet condition His work was often
considered so culturally explosive that it was described as like a bomb going off Based on untapped archival collections of
photographs films and writings about Yakobson s work in Moscow and St Petersburg for the Bolshoi and Kirov ballets as well
as interviews with former dancers family and audience members this illuminating and beautifully written biography brings to
life a hidden history of artistic resistance in the USSR through this brave artist who struggled against officially sanctioned
anti Semitism while offering a vista of hope
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How do I know which eBook platform is the best for me? Finding the best eBook platform depends on your reading
preferences and device compatibility. Research different platforms, read user reviews, and explore their features before
making a choice. Are free eBooks of good quality? Yes, many reputable platforms offer high-quality free eBooks, including
classics and public domain works. However, make sure to verify the source to ensure the eBook credibility. Can I read
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eBooks on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. How do I avoid digital eye strain while reading eBooks? To prevent digital
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