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We are living today in a
multicultural world,
surrounded by people from
different backgrounds, cultures
and religions. Establishing
tolerance and peace has
become crucial. Without these
qualities, social stability and
communal harmony are
threatened; and acceptance of
each other remains elusive.

Spreading a culture of
tolerance and peace is
necessary to address
contemporary issues of world
peace, this includes reflection
on the importance of refusing
violence and adopting a more
peaceful means for resolving
disagreements and conflicts.
This book, written by the
world’s foremost thinkers in
this area, aims to increase
feelings of openness and
respect toward others,
solidarity and sharing based on
a sense of security in one's own
identity and a capacity to
recognize the many dimensions
of being human in different
cultural and social contexts.
Topics discussed in the book
include: Promoting Tolerance
and Peace  Teaching
Tolerance and Peace  Human
Values  Intercultural /
Interreligious dialogue 
Human Fraternity document In
2004, Dutch filmmaker Theo
van Gogh was brutally
murdered on a busy
Amsterdam street. His killer
was Mohammed Bouyeri, a
twenty-six-year-old Dutch
Moroccan offended by van



Gogh's controversial film about
Muslim suppression of women.
The Dutch government had
funded separate schools,
housing projects, broadcast
media, and community
organizations for Muslim
immigrants, all under the
umbrella of multiculturalism.
But the reality of terrorism and
radicalization of Muslim
immigrants has shattered that
dream. In this arresting book,
Paul Sniderman and Louk
Hagendoorn demonstrate that
there are deep conflicts of
values in the Netherlands. In
the eyes of the Dutch, for
example, Muslims oppress
women, treating them as
inferior to men. In the eyes of
Muslim immigrants, Western
Europeans deny women the
respect they deserve. Western
Europe has become a cultural
conflict zone. Two ways of life
are colliding. Sniderman and
Hagendoorn show how identity
politics contributed to this
crisis. The very policies meant
to persuade majority and
minority that they are part of
the same society strengthened
their view that they belong to

different societies. At the
deepest level, the authors'
findings suggest, the issue that
government and citizens need
to be concerned about is not a
conflict of values but a clash of
fundamental loyalties. Few
books have had the social,
cultural, and scholarly impact
of John Boswell's Christianity,
Social Tolerance, and
Homosexuality. Arguing that
neither the Bible nor the
Christian tradition was nearly
as hostile to homoeroticism as
was generally thought, its
initial publication sent shock
waves through university
classrooms, gay communities,
and religious congregations.
Twenty-five years later, the
aftershocks still reverberate.
The Boswell Thesis brings
together fifteen leading
scholars at the intersection of
religious and sexuality studies
to comment on this book's
immense impact, the endless
debates it generated, and the
many contributions it has made
to our culture. The essays in
this magnificent volume
examine a variety of aspects of
Boswell's interpretation of



events in the development of
sexuality from Classical
Antiquity through the Middle
Ages, including a Roman
emperor's love letters to
another man; suspicions of
sodomy among medieval
monks, knights, and crusaders;
and the gender-bending visions
of Christian saints and mystics.
Also included are discussions
of Boswell's career, including
his influence among gay and
lesbian Christians and his role
in academic debates between
essentialists and social
constructionists. Elegant and
thought-provoking, this
collection provides a fitting
twenty-fifth anniversary tribute
to the incalculable influence of
Christianity, Social Tolerance,
and Homosexuality and its
author. Education - Tolerance -
Educational effect - Political
tolerance - Social tolerance -
Multilevel modelling -
Personality predispositions -
Socio-economic conditions -
Democratic longevity - Ethnic
heterogeneity - Religious
heterogeneity - Economic
development - Proportions of
higher educated individuals

This unique book lays out the
motivational basis for
tolerance, the most important
underlying factor that shapes
people’s social attitudes and
determines our ability to get
along with others. Closed- or
open-mindedness distinguishes
people open to information and
new ideas, prepared to change
their views, from people who
are rigidly attached to their
convictions and resistant to the
unknown. Demonstrating how
the mechanism underlying
closed-mindedness is rooted in
uncertainty and fear, with the
fundamental consequence of
closed-mindedness being
intolerance, the author shows
how basic features of human
psychology drive large-scale
socio-political developments
that determine the fate of
peoples and nations.
Kossowska argues that recent
political events across Europe,
including the popularity and
rise of extreme right-wing
groups, are no longer
adequately explained by
traditional distinctions like
people versus the elite, religion
versus no religion, left versus



right. Exploring how this can
provide knowledge to increase
the capability of people,
groups, or societies to improve
their lives in an era of
uncertainty created by
economic and political turmoil,
the book also focuses on
discussing ways to make
people more open, thus
tolerant. Written from a
psychological perspective, this
is an ideal resource for
students and academics in
psychology and social and
political science, as well as
anybody interested in
understanding psychological
mechanisms of intolerance. The
idea of toleration as the
appropriate response to
difference has been central to
liberal thought since Locke.
Although the subject has been
widely and variously explored,
there has been reluctance to
acknowledge the new meaning
that current debates on
toleration have when compared
with those at its origins in the
early modern period and with
subsequent discussions about
pluralism and freedom of
expression. This collection

starts from a clear recognition
of the new terms of the debate.
It recognizes that a new
academic consensus is slowly
emerging on a view of
tolerance that is reasonable in
two senses. Firstly of reflecting
the capacity of seeing the
other's viewpoint, secondly on
the relatively limited extent to
which toleration can be
granted. It reflects the cross-
thematic and cross-disciplinary
nature of such discussions,
dissecting a number of debates
such as liberalism and
communitarianism, public and
private, multiculturalism and
the politics of identity, and a
number of disciplines: moral,
legal and political philosophy,
historical and educational
studies, anthropology,
sociology and psychology. A
group of distinguished authors
explore the complexities
emerging from the new debate.
They scrutinize, with analytical
sophistication, the
philosophical foundation, the
normative content and the
broadly political implications of
a new culture of toleration for
diverse societies. Specific



issues considered include the
toleration of religious
discrimination in employment,
city life and community, social
ethos, publicity, justice and
reason and ethics. The book is
unique in resolutely looking
forward to the theoretical and
practical challenges posed by
commitment to a conception of
toleration demanding empathy
and understanding in an ever-
diversifying world. This book
represents the most
comprehensive historical and
systematic study of the theory
and practice of toleration ever
written. Charitable Hatred
offers a challenging new
perspective on religious
tolerance and intolerance in
early modern England. Setting
aside traditional models
charting a linear progress from
persecution to toleration, it
emphasizes instead the
complex interplay between
these two impulses in the
sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. "Intolerance of
humanity encourages negative
emotions between cultures
therefore the framework of this
book helps to bring to light

different histories and present
evidence of cultural
encounters, coexistence and
acculturation"-- Very diverse
societies pose real problems
for Rawlsian models of public
reason. This is for two reasons:
first, public reason is unable
accommodate diverse
perspectives in determining a
regulative ideal. Second,
regulative ideals are unable to
respond to social change.
While models based on public
reason focus on the
justification of principles, this
book suggests that we need to
orient our normative theories
more toward discovery and
experimentation. The book
develops a unique approach to
social contract theory that
focuses on diverse
perspectives. It offers a new
moral stance that author Ryan
Muldoon calls, "The View From
Everywhere," which allows for
substantive, fundamental moral
disagreement. This stance is
used to develop a bargaining
model in which agents can
cooperate despite seeing
different perspectives. Rather
than arguing for an ideal



contract or particular
principles of justice, Muldoon
outlines a procedure for
iterated revisions to the rules
of a social contract. It expands
Mill's conception of
experiments in living to help
form a foundational principle
for social contract theory. By
embracing this kind of
experimentation, we move
away from a conception of
justice as an end state, and
toward a conception of justice
as a trajectory. Listen to
Robert Talisse interview Ryan
Muldoon about Social Contract
Theory for a Diverse World on
the podcast, New Books in
Philosophy:
http://tinyurl.com/j9oq324 Also,
read Ryan Muldoon’s related
Niskanen Center article,
"Diversity and Disagreement
are the Solution, Not the
Problem," published Jan. 10,
2017:
https://niskanencenter.org/blog
/diversity-disagreement-
solution-not-problem/ Carson
traces the subtle but enormous
shift in the way we have come
to understand tolerance over
recent years--from defending

the rights of those who hold
different beliefs to affirming all
beliefs as equally valid and
correct. He looks back at the
history of this shift and
discusses its implications for
culture today, especially its
bearing on democracy,
discussions about good and
evil, and Christian truth claims.
--from publisher description In
a fresh and exciting way, this
new book shows how tolerance
connects with the practice of
philosophy. Andrew Fiala
examines the virtue of
tolerance as it appears in
several historical contexts:
Socratic philosophy, Stoic
philosophy, Pragmatism, and
Existentialism. The lesson
derived is that tolerance is a
virtue for what Fiala calls
'tragic communities'. Such
communities are developed
when we come together across
our differences, but they lack
the robust sense of connection
that we often seek with others -
the complete sort of happiness
that is offered by a more
utopian ideal of community.
But rather than viewing this
conclusion as a failure, Fiala



maintains that tragic
communities are the best
communities possible for
human beings who are aware
of their own individuality and
finitude. Indeed, they are
typical of the sorts of
communities created by
philosophers engaged in
dialogue with others. Tolerance
and the Ethical Life will
strongly appeal to specialists
and upper-level students in
Ethics and Political Philosophy,
both for its unique historical
exploration of tolerance and its
application of those results to
present-day moral theory. In
many ways, religion was the
United States' first
prejudice—both an early
source of bigotry and the
object of the first sustained
efforts to limit its effects.
Spanning more than two
centuries across colonial
British America and the United
States, The First Prejudice
offers a groundbreaking
exploration of the early history
of persecution and toleration.
The twelve essays in this
volume were composed by
leading historians with an eye

to the larger significance of
religious tolerance and
intolerance. Individual
chapters examine the
prosecution of religious crimes,
the biblical sources of
tolerance and intolerance, the
British imperial context of
toleration, the bounds of
Native American spiritual
independence, the nuances of
anti-Semitism and anti-
Catholicism, the resilience of
African American faiths, and
the challenges confronted by
skeptics and freethinkers. The
First Prejudice presents a
revealing portrait of the
rhetoric, regulations, and
customs that shaped the
relationships between people
of different faiths in
seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century America. It relates
changes in law and language to
the lived experience of
religious conflict and religious
cooperation, highlighting the
crucial ways in which they
molded U.S. culture and
politics. By incorporating a
broad range of groups and
religious differences in its
accounts of tolerance and



intolerance, The First Prejudice
opens a significant new vista
on the understanding of
America's long experience with
diversity. This collection
provides important insights
into the relationships among
diverse groups in the period
from the eleventh to the
seventeenth centuries. Beyond
tolerance, by R.P. Wolff.--
Tolerance and the scientific
outlook, by B. Moore.--
Repressive tolerance, by H.
Marcuse. This collection of
essays investigates signs of
toleration, recognition, respect
and other positive forms of
interaction between and within
religious groups of late
antiquity. At the same time, it
acknowledges that examples of
tolerance are significantly
fewer in ancient sources than
examples of intolerance and
are often limited to insiders,
while outsiders often met with
contempt, or even outright
violence. The essays take both
perspectives seriously by
analysing the complexity
pertaining to these encounters.
Religious concerns, ethnicity,
gender and other social factors

central to identity formation
were often intertwined and
they yielded different ways of
drawing the limits of tolerance
and intolerance. This book
enhances our understanding of
the formative centuries of
Jewish and Christian religious
traditions. It also brings the
results of historical inquiry into
dialogue with present-day
questions of religious
tolerance. Have you ever
wondered why some people are
more tolerant and accepting of
difference than others?
Tolerance: The Glue That Binds
Us: Empathy, Fairness and
Reason is a ground-breaking
book in its scope and in its
examination of tolerance to
human diversity. It is the first
comprehensive publication
about tolerance to human
diversity which explores
historical, philosophical
(including the controversial
relationship between freedom
of speech and tolerance) and
psychological aspects of
tolerance as well as
educational implications
informed by theory and
research. Rivka Witenberg



suggests a new direction in
research and theory and
proposes an alternative way of
viewing tolerance as a concept
in its own right, better placed
within the moral domain and
not simply the opposite of
prejudice. When tolerance is
placed within the moral domain
pertaining to empathy,
equality, fairness, justice and
avoiding harm to others, it
should be viewed as positive in
nature rather than simply
forbearance or putting up with.
She argues that to be tolerant
is a fundamental human quality
or value as central to human
existence as love, charity and
goodwill and that tolerance like
morality is possibly instinctive.
Significantly, while tolerance
and prejudice do coexist,
tolerance should not be
confounded and confused with
prejudice. Understanding more
about the nature of tolerance
to human diversity in todays
increasingly diverse and
complex world could not be
more important for
harmonious, cooperative
intergroup living. Witenberg
reflects on the origin of

tolerance and its deep
historical roots, exemplified by
the Golden Rule. Analysis of
philosophical theories and her
psychological research about
tolerance to human diversity
further expands our
understanding of this
important matter. This book
brings a new outlook on the
questions about what tolerance
is, how it is conceptualised and
its practical implications.
Moving away from the idea
that tolerance is simply putting
up with and the antithesis to
prejudice, this is a major
interdisciplinary work that
alters our understanding of
tolerance to human diversity.
This book is unique in its
approach and subject matter
and should be of value not only
to educators and policy makers
but also to anyone interested in
understanding this important
issue. It is written in
approachable language which
allows everybody to
understand this important
topic. The essays in this book
consider issues of tolerance
and intolerance faced by Jews
and Christians between



approximately 200 BCE and
200 CE. Several chapters are
concerned with many different
aspects of early Jewish-
Christian relationships. Five
scholars, however, take a
difference tack and discuss
how Jews and Christians
defined themselves against the
pagan world. As minority
groups, both Jews and
Christians had to work out
ways of co-existing with their
Graeco-Roman neighbours.
Relationships with those
neighbours were often
strained, but even within both
Jewish and Christian circles,
issues of tolerance and
intolerance surfaced regularly.
So it is appropriate that some
other contributors should
consider 'inner-Jewish'
relationships, and that some
should be concerned with
Christian sects. Toleration is a
core issue within contemporary
political debates. The chapters
in this work reflect on the
importance of tolerance and
the dangers of intolerance,
both historically and in the
present day. This path-
breaking book

reconceptualizes our
understanding of political
tolerance as well as of its
foundations. Previous studies,
the authors contend,
overemphasized the role of
education in explaining the
presence of tolerance, while
giving insufficient weight to
personality and ideological
factors. With an innovative
methodology for measuring
levels of tolerance more
accurately, the authors are
able to explain why particular
groups are targeted and why
tolerance is an inherently
political concept. Far from
abating, the degree of
intolerance in America today is
probably as great as it ever
was; it is the targets of
intolerance that have changed.
Social drinkers may observe
that the more regularly they
use alcohol, the less they are
impaired by it. Contradictory
as it may seem, they are not
completely wrong. Although
little is known about the
development of tolerance to
alcohol, most research in the
area has concentrated on
tolerance as a potential



indicator of pathology. In an
illuminating departure from
this line of thinking, this
volume systematically
investigates why most drinkers
can use alcohol without making
the transition from social to
abusive drinking. By examining
factors that contribute to
alcohol tolerance in
nonproblem social drinking,
the book offers new insights for
prevention and treatment of
alcohol abuse and helps to
pave the way for future
research. Topographies of
Tolerance and Intolerance
challenges the narrative of a
simple progression of tolerance
and the establishment of
confessional identity during the
early modern period. These
essays explore the lived
experiences of religious
plurality, providing insights
into the developments and
drawbacks of religious
coexistence in this turbulent
period. The essays examine
three main groups of
actors—the laity, parish clergy,
and unacknowledged religious
minorities—in pre- and post-
Westphalian Europe.

Throughout this period, the
laity navigated their own often-
fluid religious beliefs, the
expectations of conformity held
by their religious and political
leaders, and the complex
realities of life that involved
interactions with co-religious
and non-co-religious family,
neighbors, and business
associates on a daily basis.
Contributors are: James
Blakeley, Amy Nelson Burnett,
Victoria Christman, Geoffrey
Dipple, Timothy G. Fehler,
Emily Fisher Gray, Benjamin J.
Kaplan, David M. Luebke,
David Mayes, Marjorie
Elizabeth Plummer, William
Bradford Smith, and Shira
Weidenbaum. As they go
through life, all people may
need to interact with those
from backgrounds that they
may be unfamiliar with.
Because unfamiliarity can lead
to intolerance and conflict, it's
important to learn about the
experiences and challenges
faced by those of other races,
cultural groups, sexual
identities, ages, classes, and
physical abilities. Modeled on
social justice principles, this



guide emphasizes social and
emotional concepts that help
readers approach life with a
spirit of acceptance and
understanding. Open up this
volume to learn more about
some of the issues and
questions we all face in today's
society. This book explores how
the concept of tolerance might
be understood, cultivated and
enacted in and through
educational encounters. It
argues that by opening up
educational encounters to
allow for ‘dissent’ – that is,
disagreement, criticism and
open dialogue – our everyday
social life experiences and
relationships would flourish,
and potentially allow for a
more peaceful and harmonious
co-existence alongside those
with whom we disagree.
Dissent does not mean that
‘anything goes’; what is needed
is considerate and responsible
recognition of distinct and
diverse perspectives. Tolerance
is sometimes regarded as a
simple and uncritical
celebration of difference, and
sometimes dismissed as a
necessary and resentful

acceptance of others. Here, the
authors make a compelling
case for ‘conditional tolerance’,
which requires us to
continuously reflect on the
limits of what we are willing to
tolerate. The book will be an
indispensable resource for
researchers and students
working in the areas of
education, philosophy and
sociology, particularly those
with an interest in educational
freedom, democracy and social
justice. There has been a
widely-held consensus among
historians that the Moriscos of
Spain made little or no attempt
to assimilate to the majority
Christian culture around them,
and that this apparent
obduracy made their expulsion
between 1609 and 1614 both
necessary and inevitable. This
book challenges that view.
Assimilation, coexistence, and
tolerance between Old and
New Christians in early
modern Spain were not a
fiction or a fantasy, but could
be a reality, made possible by
the thousands of ordinary
individuals who did not
subscribe to the negative vision



of the Moriscos put around by
the propagandists of the
government, and who had lived
in peace and harmony side by
side for generations. For some,
this may be a new and
surprising vision of early
modern Spain, which for too
long, and thanks in large part
to the Black Legend, has been
characterized as a land of
intolerance and fanaticism.
This book will help to
rebalance the picture and show
sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century Spain in a new,
infinitely richer and more
rewarding light. Trevor J.
Dadson FBA is Professor of
Hispanic Studies at Queen
Mary, University of London,
and is currently President of
the Association of Hispanists of
Great Britain & Ireland. In
2008 he was elected a Fellow
of the British Academy. An
expert re-interpretation of how
religious toleration and conflict
developed in early modern
Europe. In a pluralistic society
such as ours, tolerance is a
virtue—but it doesn't always
seem so. Some suspect that it
entangles us in unacceptable

moral compromises and
inequalities of power, while
others dismiss it as mere
political correctness or doubt
that it can safeguard the moral
and political relationships we
value. Tolerance among the
Virtues provides a vigorous
defense of tolerance against its
many critics and shows why
the virtue of tolerance involves
exercising judgment across a
variety of different
circumstances and
relationships—not simply
applying a prescribed set of
rules. Drawing inspiration from
St. Paul, Aquinas, and
Wittgenstein, John Bowlin
offers a nuanced inquiry into
tolerance as a virtue. He
explains why the advocates and
debunkers of toleration have
reached an impasse, and he
suggests a new way forward by
distinguishing the virtue of
tolerance from its false look-
alikes, and from its sibling,
forbearance. Some acts of
toleration are right and good,
while others amount to
indifference, complicity, or
condescension. Some persons
are able to draw these



distinctions well and to act in
accord with their better
judgment. When we praise
them as tolerant, we are
commending them as virtuous.
Bowlin explores what that
commendation means.
Tolerance among the Virtues
offers invaluable insights into
how to live amid differences we
cannot endorse—beliefs we
consider false, actions we think
are unjust, institutional
arrangements we consider
cruel or corrupt, and persons
who embody what we oppose.
Dieses Buch eröffnet seinen
Lesern auch eine umfassendere
Perspektive auf das Thema
Toleranz. Während Toleranz im
politischen Diskurs häufig auf
Duldung Andersdenkender und
-lebender oder auf ziviles
Engagement gegen Intoleranz
reduziert wird, stellt dieses
Buch eine grundlegende
Wertschätzung der Vielfalt, den
proaktiven Dialog und einen
Lernprozess ins Zentrum.
Positive Erfahrungen aus
einem gelungenen Dialog mit
dem Anderen sind Ressourcen
für gesellschaftliche Toleranz
und nachhaltigen Frieden. Vor

diesem Hintergrund ist der
melting pot Ukraine eine
erfahrungs- und
ressourcenreiche Region, von
der weltweit Philosophen,
Theologen, Ethiker, Historiker,
Politikwissenschaftler eine
Menge lernen können. This
book opens up a broader
perspective on the topic of
tolerance to its readers. While
tolerance in political discourse
is often reduced to toleration of
those who think and live
differently or to civil
commitment against
intolerance, this book focuses
on a fundamental appreciation
of diversity, proactive dialogue
and a learning process. Positive
experiences from successful
dialogue with others are
resources for social tolerance
and sustainable peace. Against
this background, the melting
pot of Ukraine is a region rich
in experience and resources
from which philosophers,
theologians, ethicists,
historians and political
scientists worldwide can learn
a lot. "Truly groundbreaking
work. Boswell reveals
unexplored phenomena with an



unfailing erudition."—Michel
Foucault John Boswell's
National Book Award-winning
study of the history of attitudes
toward homosexuality in the
early Christian West was a
groundbreaking work that
challenged preconceptions
about the Church's past
relationship to its gay
members—among them priests,
bishops, and even saints—when
it was first published twenty-
five years ago. The historical
breadth of Boswell's research
(from the Greeks to Aquinas)
and the variety of sources
consulted make this one of the
most extensive treatments of
any single aspect of Western
social history. Christianity,
Social Tolerance, and
Homosexuality, still fiercely
relevant today, helped form the
disciplines of gay and gender
studies, and it continues to
illuminate the origins and
operations of intolerance as a
social force. In this "brave and
good book which shatters bad
myths" (Commonweal), McNeill
shows that the Bible does not
condemn homosexuality, and
argues that the Church must

not continue its homophobic
practices. From the Trade
Paperback edition. "Truly
groundbreaking work. Boswell
reveals unexplored phenomena
with an unfailing
erudition."—Michel Foucault
John Boswell's National Book
Award-winning study of the
history of attitudes toward
homosexuality in the early
Christian West was a
groundbreaking work that
challenged preconceptions
about the Church's past
relationship to its gay
members—among them priests,
bishops, and even saints—when
it was first published twenty-
five years ago. The historical
breadth of Boswell's research
(from the Greeks to Aquinas)
and the variety of sources
consulted make this one of the
most extensive treatments of
any single aspect of Western
social history. Christianity,
Social Tolerance, and
Homosexuality, still fiercely
relevant today, helped form the
disciplines of gay and gender
studies, and it continues to
illuminate the origins and
operations of intolerance as a



social force. Tolerance is
generally regarded as an
unqualified achievement of the
modern West. Emerging in
early modern Europe to defuse
violent religious conflict and
reduce persecution, tolerance
today is hailed as a key to
decreasing conflict across a
wide range of other dividing
lines-- cultural, racial, ethnic,
and sexual. But, as political
theorist Wendy Brown argues
in Regulating Aversion,
tolerance also has dark and
troubling undercurrents.
Dislike, disapproval, and
regulation lurk at the heart of
tolerance. To tolerate is not to
affirm but to conditionally
allow what is unwanted or
deviant. And, although
presented as an alternative to
violence, tolerance can play a
part in justifying violence--
dramatically so in the war in
Iraq and the War on Terror.
Wielded, especially since 9/11,
as a way of distinguishing a
civilized West from a barbaric
Islam, tolerance is
paradoxically underwriting
Western imperialism. Brown's
analysis of the history and

contemporary life of tolerance
reveals it in a startlingly
unfamiliar guise. Heavy with
norms and consolidating the
dominance of the powerful,
tolerance sustains the
abjection of the tolerated and
equates the intolerant with the
barbaric. Examining the
operation of tolerance in
contexts as different as the
War on Terror, campaigns for
gay rights, and the Los Angeles
Museum of Tolerance, Brown
traces the operation of
tolerance in contemporary
struggles over identity,
citizenship, and civilization.
Outwardly, we live in an era
that appears more open-
minded, non-judgemental and
tolerant than in any time in
human history. The very term
intolerant invokes moral
condemnation. We are
constantly reminded to
understand the importance of
respecting different cultures
and diversities. In this
pugnacious new book, Frank
Furedi argues that despite the
democratisation of public life
and the expansion of freedom,
society is dominated by a



culture that not only tolerates
but often encourages
intolerance. Often the
intolerance is directed at
people who refuse to accept
the conventional wisdom and
who are stigmatised as
'deniers'. Frequently
intolerance comes into its own
in clashes over cultural values
and lifestyles. People are
condemned for the food they
eat, how they parent and for
wearing religious symbols in
public. This book challenges
the 'quiet mood of tolerance'
towards morally stigmatised
forms of behaviour. The author
examines recent forms of
'unacceptable behaviour'. It
will tease out the real motives
and drivers of intolerance. It
would seem unlikely that one
could discover tolerant
religious attitudes in Spain,
Portugal, and the New World
colonies during the era of the
Inquisition, when enforcement
of Catholic orthodoxy was
widespread and brutal. Yet this
groundbreaking book does
exactly that. Drawing on an
enormous body of historical
evidence—including records of

the Inquisition itself—the
historian Stuart Schwartz
investigates the idea of
religious tolerance and its
evolution in the Hispanic world
from 1500 to 1820. Focusing
on the attitudes and beliefs of
common people rather than
those of intellectual elites, the
author finds that no small
segment of the population
believed in freedom of
conscience and rejected the
exclusive validity of the
Church. The book explores
various sources of tolerant
attitudes, the challenges that
the New World presented to
religious orthodoxy, the
complex relations between
“popular” and “learned”
culture, and many related
topics. The volume concludes
with a discussion of the
relativist ideas that were
taking hold elsewhere in
Europe during this era. This
electronic version has been
made available under a
Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND)
open access license. The idea
of toleration as the appropriate
response to difference has
been central to liberal thought



since Locke. Although the
subject has been widely and
variously explored, there has
been reluctance to
acknowledge the new meaning
that current debates on
toleration have when compared
with those at its origins in the
early modern period and with
subsequent discussions about
pluralism and freedom of
expression. This collection
starts from a clear recognition
of the new terms of the debate.
It recognises that a new
academic consensus is slowly
emerging on a view of
tolerance that is reasonable in
two senses. Firstly of reflecting
the capacity of seeing the
other's viewpoint, secondly on
the relatively limited extent to
which toleration can be
granted. It reflects the cross-
thematic and cross-disciplinary
nature of such discussions,
dissecting a number of debates
such as liberalism and
communitarianism, public and
private, multiculturalism and
the politics of identity, and a
number of disciplines: moral,
legal and political philosophy,
historical and educational

studies, anthropology,
sociology and psychology. A
group of distinguished authors
explore the complexities
emerging from the new debate.
They scrutinise, with analytical
sophistication, the
philosophical foundation, the
normative content and the
broadly political implications of
a new culture of toleration for
diverse societies. Specific
issues considered include the
toleration of religious
discrimination in employment,
city life and community, social
ethos, publicity, justice and
reason and ethics. The book is
unique in resolutely looking
forward to the theoretical and
practical challenges posed by
commitment to a conception of
toleration demanding empathy
and understanding in an ever-
diversifying world. Mediation
and negotiation, personal
transformation, non-violent
struggle in the community and
the world: these behaviors –
and their underlying values –
underpin the United Nations’
definition of a culture of peace,
and are crucial to the creation
of such a culture. The



Handbook on Building Cultures
of Peace addresses this
complex and daunting task by
presenting an accessible
blueprint for this development.
Its perspectives are
international and
interdisciplinary, involving the
developing as well as the
developed world, with
illustrations of states and
citizens using peace-based
values to create progress on
the individual, community,
national, and global levels. The
result is both realistic and
visionary, a prescription for a
secure future. This is Volume V
of seven in the Social
Psychology series. Initially
published in 1948, this study
serves as a contribution to
social and medical psychology.
The type of prejudice with
which this book deals is that
kind of belief-system which
accompanies an irrational
hatred for some group of other
people.
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