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This theoretically balanced text
provides the latest research
findings and a consistent
structure to help&students
analyze&major social problems
facing the United States.&
Henslin presents boths sides of
an argument with a neutral
voice and has a "down-to-earth"
writing style. & When students
complete this text, not only do
they gain a sociological
understanding of social
problems, but also they are
able to exploreand
evaluatetheir own opinions
about specific social
problems.&They will gain a
greater awareness of the social
forces that shape their
orientations to social problems
and their perspectives on social
life. The ideas in this book,
then, can penetrate students'
thinking and give shape to
their views of the world.
PRODUCT ONLY AVAILABLE
WITHIN CENGAGE
UNLIMITED.
UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL
PROBLEMS, progresses from
micro to macro analysis,
focusing first on health care,
drugs and alcohol, families, and
crime and then looking at the
larger issues of poverty and
inequality, population growth,
aging, environmental problems,
and global conflict. Social

problems such as
unemployment, poverty and
drug addiction are a fact of life
in industrialised societies. This
book examines the sociology of
social problems from
interesting and challenging
perspectives. It analyses how
social problems emerge and
are defined as such, who takes
responsibility for them, who is
threatened by them and how
they are managed, solved or
ignored. The authors examine
and critique existing theories of
social problems before
developing their own
theoretical framework. Their
'theory of residualist
conversion of social problems'
explains how certain social
problems threaten legitimate
power structures, so that
problems of a social or political
nature are transformed into
personal problems, and the
'helping professions' are left to
intervene. This book will
become a key reference on
class, inequality and social
intervention and an important
text for students in sociology
and social work courses. This
text takes a balanced approach
to social problems as it moves
from macro to micro problems.
A strong cross-cultural
emphasis throughout the book
is bolstered by special Focus
On sections, which highlight
particular social problems in
other countries. At the end of
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each chapter, Connections
sections link the particular
social problem discussed in
that chapter with other social
problems, to explicitly
demonstrate that social
problems don't occur in
isolation. Written by a highly
respected team of authors
brought together by the
Society for the Study of Social
Problems (SSSP), this book
provides accessible insights
into pressing social problems in
the United States in the
aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic and proposes public
policy responses for victims
and justice, precarious
populations, employment
dilemmas and health and well-
being. A complete set of tools
for analyzing any social
problem. Sociology has tackled
some of the most formidable
problems that confront
contemporary society:
inequality, homelessness,
violence, gender, and many
more. Sociologists assert that
hypotheses can be formulated
and tested against empirical
evidence, that faulty viewpoints
can be uncovered and
discarded, and that plausible
theory can be distinguished
from mere ideology. This
collection was written over a
span of forty-four years and is
presented in the belief that
sociology is a science.In Social
Problems, Social Issues, Social
Science, James D. Wright
presents his research on some
of the social issues that have
most vexed America:
homelessness, addiction,
divorce, minimum wage, and
gun control, among others.
Starting with essays first
published in the flagship

journal Society, Wright offers
readers a foundational look at
specific social problems and
the methods sociologists have
used to study them. He then
provides an up-to-date re-
examination of each issue,
analysing the changes that
have occurred over time and
how sociologists have
responded to it.This book is
both a retrospective on the
field and on one scholar's life
and work. Using his own
experience in researching and
writing about America's most
trenchant social issues, Wright
describes the evolution of the
methods and theory used by
social scientists to understand
and, ultimately, to confront
America's most troublesome
social problems. "For the past
thirty years, I have been
teaching, studying, and
researching social problems in
the US. The topics have always
been challenging and
fascinating, while at the same
time they have been frustrating
and often disappointing. I
always found examples of
social programs that were
effective at targeting a specific
aspect of a complex problem,
but too often these
extraordinary ideas were
applied beyond their capacity.
Then, once the program failed
to be a panacea, policymakers
discounted the actual value of
the program in its original
design. I felt a similar
frustration when enormous
resources were dedicated to
programs that, while politically
popular, had little chance at
succeeding because they were
based on inaccurate
assessments of the problem. It
is easy to see why students

might feel that a social
problems course offers little
encouragement to find
solutions. When I had the
opportunity to write a
comprehensive social problems
textbook for Oxford University
Press, I was presented with a
moment to frame the issues in
an objective way: to explain
clearly and effectively not only
the nature and complexity of
specific social problems, but
how sociological theory is a
useful lens through which
these problems can be
understood. I also had the
chance to point out that there
are, in fact, solutions that
work. As I tell my students, the
question is not really what
caused the problem -- we know
these are social problems and
that means they have social
causes. The interesting
question is: what we are willing
as a society to do about them?"-
- There is no adequate
definition of social problems
within sociology, and there is
not and never has been a
sociology of social problems.
That observation is the point of
departure of this book. The
authors aim to provide such a
definition and to prepare the
ground for the empirical study
of social problems. They are
aware that their objective will
strike many fellow sociologists
as ambitious, perhaps even
arrogant. Their work
challenges sociologists who
have, over a period of fifty
years, written treatises on
social problems, produced
textbooks cataloguing the
nature, distribution, and causes
of these problems, and taught
many sociology courses. It is
only natural that the authors'
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work will be viewed as
controversial in light of the
large literature which has
established a "sociology of" a
wide range of social problems-
the sociology of race relations,
prostitution, poverty, crime,
mental illness, and so forth. In
the 1970s when the authors
were preparing for a seminar
on the sociology of social
problems, their review of the
"literature" revealed the
absence of any systematic,
coherent statement of theory or
method in the study of social
problems. For many years the
subject was listed and offered
by university departments of
sociology as a "service course"
to present undergraduates with
what they should know about
the various "social pathologies"
that exist in their society. This
conception of social problems
for several decades has been
reflected in the substance and
quality of the literature
dominated by textbooks. In
'Constructing Social Problems',
the authors propose that social
problems be conceived as the
claims-making activities of
individuals or groups regarding
social conditions they consider
unjust, immoral, or harmful
and that should be addressed.
This perspective, as the
authors have formulated it,
conceives of social problems as
a process of interaction that
produces social problems as
social facts in society. The
authors further propose that
this process and the social
facts it produces are the data
to be researched for the
sociology of social problems.
This volume will be of interest
to those concerned with the
discipline of sociology,

especially its current
theoretical development and
growth. A complete set of tools
for analyzing any social
problem. Provides a
comparative perspective on the
state of social problems and
deviance in a variety of
societies around the world.
This book explores the theory
of the weakness of the strong,
in other words, strong or
wealthy nations may have
greater vulnerability to some
social problems than less
developed or affluent societies.
The new second edition of this
distinctive and widely adopted
textbook brings into the
classroom an overview of how
images of social problems can
shape not only public policy
and social services, but also the
ways in which we make sense
of ourselves and others. It
introduces two primary
changes. First, some attention
is devoted to the "new social
movements" that emphasize
social change through identity
transformation rather than
through structural change.
Second, the text now also looks
more closely at the importance
of emotions in constructing
public consciousness of social
problems.When the first edition
was published, Teaching
Sociology noted, "Loseke does
a superb job explaining the
relationship between sociology
and social problems in a text
that is very well research and
engaging, yet with tremendous
attention to detail and
accuracy... [W]ould provide a
solid base for any social
problems class." Contemporary
Sociology wrote that the book
is "engagingly well written in a
personal, unpretentious style,

and well informed by the
author's knowledge of the
professional literature." This
hands-on, social problems
"workbook" contains a 25
essays with accompanying
exercises that address
contemporary social problems
and encourage critical and
creative thinking about those
problems. It features essays
that are original, timely, and
authoritative and that focus on
issues that are personally
relevant to today's society. The
essays are written by experts in
the specific areas in which they
write and incorporate their
own research findings and
experiences into their essays
and exercises. The introduction
contains a sociological "tool
kit" for analyzing problems in
the introductory chapter along
with an introduction to the
various sociological approaches
for addressing social problems.
social institutions, social
inequalities, social deviance,
global social problems and
social movement and change.
For anyone interested in the
field of social problems.
Companion reader to Anna
Leon-Guerrero's Social
Problems - 2nd Edition. The
future of the sociologist's
profession is jeopardized by an
ongoing trend toward the
politicization of sociology and
the radicalization of social
problems. This book calls for
the rethinking of the culture of
social, political, and economic
liberty to create a resurgence
of a sociological agenda. Social
Problems in a Free Society
offers an original perspective
on social problems such as
violations of the principles of
individual rights and the free
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market. This book is a vision
for reinvigorating the discipline
in a fashion undreamt of within
the wearisome strains of
today's radical social problems
theory. *HH06, The Analysis of
Social Problems, Linda R.
Weber(State University of New
York), H4166-8, 300 pp., 6 x 9,
0-205-14166-8, paperbound,
1995, $15.00nk,
November*/This book takes an
analytical approach to the
study of social problems. The
author develops a conceptual
framework from which to
understand social problems,
helping students integrate
detailed materials found in
traditional social problems
books. The book provides
readers who have no
sociological background with
an overview background of
sociology, its theory and
methods. Empower your
students to become part of the
solution. With a clear and
upbeat voice, author Anna
Leon-Guerrero’s thought-
provoking overview of social
problems challenges readers to
understand and recognize
social problems in their
communities and inspires them
to become part of the solution.
The Fifth Edition of Social
Problems: Community, Policy,
and Social Action goes beyond
the typical presentation of
contemporary social problems
and their consequences by
emphasizing the importance
and effectiveness of community
involvement to achieve real
solutions. With an overarching
focus on social inequalities and
policy, this proven text
provides a platform for
discussion that encourages
critical thinking and inspires

hope. “The extra emphasis on
social action and movements is
a real strength…I like that the
three major perspectives are
used in each chapter as I feel
many texts just put that in the
first chapter and then forget
about it.” —Todd Michael
Callais, University of
Cincinnati-Blue Ash Internet
addiction, cell-phone-distracted
drivers, teen suicide, and
economic recession. The
carefully selected collection of
case studies in this book is
designed to help students
understand and critically
evaluate a wide range of
contemporary social issues.
Social Problems and Inequality
explores integrated and root-
cause-based explanations of
complex social problems.
Written in clear and
understandable language,
allowing it to be used for
classroom purposes, it
addresses the most
fundamental principles of how
humans, acting through social
units, create, and eventually
can remedy, social problems.
With a central focus on the
problem of inequality and the
manner in which this is
manifested in crime, social
class and stratification, this
book examines the key
theoretical perspectives
relevant to the study and
solution of social problems,
whilst drawing upon rich
illustrations and case studies
from the US and Europe to
offer a thorough examination of
the nature, common root
causes and social remedies of
social problems. Providing
discussions of both theoretical
approaches and concrete
applications, Social Problems

and Inequality investigates the
sources of various prejudices
and attitudes that contribute to
social problems and the
associated issues of
globalization, economic greed
and imperialism. Accessible in
style and comprehensive in its
coverage, this book will appeal
to students and scholars of
social problems across the
social sciences. A. Javier
Treviño, working with a panel
of experts, thoroughly
examines all aspects of social
problems, providing a
contemporary and authoritative
introduction to the field. Each
chapter is written by a
specialist on that particular
topic and the unique,
contributed format ensures
that the research and examples
provided are the most current
and relevant available. The text
is framed around three major
themes: intersectionality (the
interplay of race, ethnicity,
class, and gender), the global
scope of many problems, and
how researchers take an
evidence-based approach to
studying problems. From
terrorism to social inequality
and from health care to
environmental issues, social
problems affect us all. The
Encyclopedia will offer an
interdisciplinary perspective
into these and many other
social problems that are a
continuing concern in our lives,
whether we confront them on a
personal, local, regional,
national, or global level. In
spite of the double burden of
racial and gender
discrimination, African-
American women have
developed a rich intellectual
tradition that is not widely
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known. In Black Feminist
Thought, Patricia Hill Collins
explores the words and ideas of
Black feminist intellectuals as
well as those African-American
women outside academe. She
provides an interpretive
framework for the work of such
prominent Black feminist
thinkers as Angela Davis, bell
hooks, Alice Walker, and Audre
Lorde. The result is a superbly
crafted book that provides the
first synthetic overview of
Black feminist thought.
Presents a sense of sociological
attitude and appreciation of
world problems. Social
Problems and Inequality
explores integrated and root-
cause-based explanations of
complex social problems.
Written in clear and
understandable language,
allowing it to be used for
classroom purposes, it
addresses the most
fundamental principles of how
humans, acting through social
units, create, and eventually
can remedy, social problems.
With a central focus on the
problem of inequality and the
manner in which this is
manifested in crime, social
class and stratification, this
book examines the key
theoretical perspectives
relevant to the study and
solution of social problems,
whilst drawing upon rich
illustrations and case studies
from the US and Europe to
offer a thorough examination of
the nature, common root

causes and social remedies of
social problems. Providing
discussions of both theoretical
approaches and concrete
applications, Social Problems
and Inequality investigates the
sources of various prejudices
and attitudes that contribute to
social problems and the
associated issues of
globalization, economic greed
and imperialism. Accessible in
style and comprehensive in its
coverage, this book will appeal
to students and scholars of
social problems across the
social sciences. Updated with
recent issues such as the
national debate on health care
reform, this Second Edition of
How Can We Solve Our Social
Problems? gives students a
sense of hope by demonstrating
specific, realistic steps we can
take to solve some of the most
pervasive social problems in
America today. Author James
Crone maintains a sense of
sociological objectivity
throughout and helps students
realize that we can take steps
to solve such key social
problems as poverty, racial and
ethnic inequality, unequal
education, and environmental
issues. The book's first two
chapters define "social
problem,," provide a theoretical
background, discuss the
daunting barriers we face in
attempting to solve social
problems, and demonstrate
how sociology can help. A
unique and groundbreaking
collection of 54 articles

organized in 11 thematic
sections, SOCIAL PROBLEMS:
READINGS WITH FOUR
QUESTIONS 2e takes a
structural/conflict approach yet
lets the voices of those
impacted by social problems be
heard. The articles are a mix of
classic and contemporary
readings, covering a wide
range of issues in the United
States and the world. The
introductory article, written by
Joel Charon, focuses on four
questions that students are
urged to apply throughout the
reader: What is the problem?
What makes the problem a
"social problem"? What causes
the problem? What can be
done? This four questions
approach gives students a
consistent sociological
framework within which to
analyze social problems. The
articles have been
painstakingly selected to hold
student interest, highlight
contemporary social problems,
and help professors show
students how to think
sociologically about the social
problems around us. From
terrorism to social inequality
and from health care to
environmental issues, social
problems affect us all. The
Encyclopedia will offer an
interdisciplinary perspective
into these and many other
social problems that are a
continuing concern in our lives,
whether we confront them on a
personal, local, regional,
national, or global level.
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