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“Uniquely qualified to explicate Tolkien’s worldview,” this journey into the roots of the
Lord of the Rings is a classic in its own right (Salon.com). From beloved epic fantasy
classic to record-breaking cinematic success, J.R.R. Tolkien's story of four brave hobbits
has enraptured the hearts and minds of generations. Now, readers can go deeper into this
enchanting lore with a revised edition of Tom Shippey's classic exploration of Middle-
earth. From meditations on Tolkien's inspiration to analyses of the influences of his
professional background, The Road to Middle-earth takes a closer look at the novels that
made Tolkien a legend. Shippey also illuminates Tolkien's more difficult works set in the
same world, including The Silmarillion, Unfinished Tales, and the myth cycle, and
examines the remarkable twelve-volume History of Middle-earth, written by J.R.R.'s son
Christopher Tolkien. At once a celebration of a beloved classic and a revealing literary
study, The Road to Middle-earth is required reading for fantasy fans and English
literature scholars alike. Have you ever wondered why Greek myths are known
worldwide? Well, they have the perfect ingredients of magic, power and culture. They're
fictional but they strongly reflect the cultures and traditions of Greece. In this book, we're
going to discuss The Big Three: Zeus, Poseidon and Hades. Who are they? What power
do they have and what realms do they reign over? The great myths of the world create
meaning out of the fundamental events of human existence: birth, death, conflict, loss,
reconciliation, the cycle of the seasons. They speak to us of life itself in voices still



intelligible, yet compellingly strange and distant. World Mythology offers readers an
authoritative and wide-ranging guide to these enduring mythological traditions,
combining the pure narrative of the myths themselves with the background necessary for
more complete understanding. Here, noted mythology expert Roy Willis, brings together
a team of nineteen leading scholars navigate a clear path through the complexities of
myth as they distill the essence of each regional tradition and focus on the most
significant figures and the most enthralling stories. All aspects of the world's key
mythologies are covered, from tales of warring deities and demons to stories of revenge
and metamorphosis; from accounts of lustful gods and star-crossed human lovers to
journeys in the underworld. All are told at length and are accompanied by illuminating
and readable introductory text. Also included are summaries of important theories about
the origins and meaning of myth, and an examination of themes that recur across a range
of civilizations. Beautifully illustrated with more than 500 color photographs, works of
art, charts, and maps, World Mythology offers readers the most accessible guide yet to
the heritage of the world's imagination. Neil Gaiman! In The Last Days of Loki, artist
Galen Showman illustrates the tale of Loki, his banishment from the throne of the gods,
and his final fate. In this modern version of the Greek myth, Persephone asks Hades for a
ride to escape her overprotective mother, sneaks into the Underworld, and refuses to
leave. Learn about compelling worlds and characters depicted in myths and legends in
The Mythology Book. Part of the fascinating Big Ideas series, this book tackles tricky
topics and themes in a simple and easy to follow format. Learn about Mythology in this
overview guide to the subject, brilliant for novices looking to find out more and experts
wishing to refresh their knowledge alike! The Mythology Book brings a fresh and vibrant
take on the topic through eye-catching graphics and diagrams to immerse yourself in.
This captivating book will broaden your understanding of Mythology, with: - More than
80 classics retold and explained in mythology - Packed with facts, charts, timelines and
graphs to help explain core concepts - A visual approach to big subjects with striking
illustrations and graphics throughout - Easy to follow text makes topics accessible for
people at any level of understanding The Mythology Book allows you delve into each
myth, discover the meanings behind them, and understand their significance to different
cultures worldwide - aimed at adults with an interest in the subject and wanting to gain
more of an overview. Here you'll find global coverage of world myths, profiling
everything from the well-known tales of the Greeks, Norsemen, and Egyptians to the
legends of the Caribbean, the Americas, Oceania, and East Asia. Your Mythological
Questions, Simply Explained Learn about myths in this essential guide, from early
creation beliefs to classical hero narratives and the recurring theme of the afterlife. Delve
into each myth and discover the meanings behind these stories, getting to the heart of
their significance to different cultures worldwide. If you thought it was difficult to learn
about the many classic stories, The Mythology Book presents key information in a clear
layout. Discover Zeus, god of the sky and ruler of the Olympian gods, Loki, the cunning
trickster with a knack for causing havoc, Thor with his mighty hammer, and Hades, ruler
of the underworld - and much more. The Big Ideas Series With millions of copies sold
worldwide, The Mythology Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas series from DK.



The series uses striking graphics along with engaging writing, making big topics easy to
understand. Integrating original texts with explanations, interpretations, and theory,
Introduction to Mythology: Contemporary Approaches to Classical and World Myths,
Fourth Edition, introduces students to a wide range of myths drawn from sources all
around the world and approached from various critical perspectives. FEATURES An
innovative pedagogical structure helps students discern the complex web of literary
allusions that characterize mythological texts A global locator map at the beginning of
each chapter situates the myths in their geographical context Running margin notes
provide cross-references and explanations of terms A glossary of deities, an illustrated
timeline, and suggested readings offer additional resources A vibrant art program features
more than 200 illustrations, photographs, and maps “A handy introduction to some of the
more useful methodological approaches to and the previous scholarship on the subject of
Greek myths.” —Phoenix Since the first edition of Approaches to Greek Myth was
published in 1990, interest in Greek mythology has surged. There was no simple
agreement on the subject of “myth” in classical antiquity, and there remains none today.
Is myth a narrative or a performance? Can myth be separated from its context? What did
myths mean to ancient Greeks and what do they mean today? Here, Lowell Edmunds
brings together practitioners of eight of the most important contemporary approaches to
the subject. Whether exploring myth from a historical, comparative, or theoretical
perspective, each contributor lucidly describes a particular approach, applies it to one or
more myths, and reflects on what the approach yields that others do not. Edmunds’s new
general and chapter-level introductions recontextualize these essays and also touch on
recent developments in scholarship in the interpretation of Greek myth. Contributors are
Jordi Pàmias, on the reception of Greek myth through history; H. S. Versnel, on the
intersections of myth and ritual; Carolina López-Ruiz, on the near Eastern contexts;
Joseph Falaky Nagy, on Indo-European structure in Greek myth; William Hansen, on
myth and folklore; Claude Calame, on the application of semiotic theory of narrative;
Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood, on reading visual sources such as vase paintings; and
Robert A. Segal, on psychoanalytic interpretations. “A valuable collection of eight essays
. . . Edmunds’s book provides a convenient opportunity to grapple with the current
methodologies used in the analysis of literature and myth.” —New England Classical
Newsletter and Journal Myth and Knowing is by far the most comprehensive world
mythology textbook. Novels and films record and codify the cultural experiences of their
people. This book explores the relationship between contemporary literature and film of
the past fifty years and the ancient myths of Judeo-Christian, Greek, Celtic, and Eastern
origin. Following a detailed description and explanation of both literary and film devices,
stories that inform to a mythic tradition are analyzed to identify what they reveal about
modern culture. This work explores such diverse subjects as heroism, coming of age, and
morality. This approach to literature and film explores how contemporary fiction and film
fulfill a continuum in our never-ending search to understand how life ought to be lived.
Encompassing a broad spectrum of modern film and fiction, a variety of authors and
directors are represented. Included are novels from such writers as Stephen King, Alice
Walker, Ken Kesey, Jerzy Kosinski, Robert Penn Warren, and Michael Ondaatje. Film



directors include Stephen Spielberg, Hal Ashby, Phil Alden Robinson, George Stevens,
Robert Rossen, and Milos Forman. As a valuable resource for film and literature classes
alike, this work also provides suggestions for student projects. When the goddess Artemis
goes missing, she is believed to have been kidnapped. And now it's up to Percy and his
friends to find out what happened. Who is powerful enough to kidnap a goddess? "I doubt
I would have grown up to be the writer and artist I became had I not fallen in love with
D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths at the age of seven."—R. J. Palacio, author of Wonder
Kids can lose themselves in a world of myth and magic while learning important cultural
history in this beloved classic collection of Greek mythology. Now updated with a new
cover and an afterword featuring never-before-published drawings from the sketchbook
of Ingri and Edgar D'Aulaire, plus an essay about their life and work and photos from the
family achive. In print for over fifty years, D'Aulaires Book of Greek Myths has
introduced generations to Greek mythology—and continues to enthrall young readers.
Here are the greats of ancient Greece—gods and goddesses, heroes and monsters—as
freshly described in words and pictures as if they were alive today. No other volume of
Greek mythology has inspired as many young readers as this timeless classic. Both adults
and children alike will find this book a treasure for years to come. Kai and Caleb
Goodacre have been kidnapped just as rumors of a cult sweeping across the reservation
leads Maggie and Hastiin to investigate an outpost, and what they find there will
challenge everything they’ve come to know in this “badass” (The New York Times)
action-packed sequel to Trail of Lightning. It’s been four weeks since the bloody
showdown at Black Mesa, and Maggie Hoskie, Diné monster hunter, is trying to make
the best of things. Only her latest bounty hunt has gone sideways, she’s lost her only
friend, Kai Arviso, and she’s somehow found herself responsible for a girl with a strange
clan power. Then the Goodacre twins show up at Maggie’s door with the news that Kai
and the youngest Goodacre, Caleb, have fallen in with a mysterious cult, led by a figure
out of Navajo legend called the White Locust. The Goodacres are convinced that Kai’s a
true believer, but Maggie suspects there’s more to Kai’s new faith than meets the eye.
She vows to track down the White Locust, then rescue Kai and make things right between
them. Her search leads her beyond the Walls of Dinétah and straight into the horrors of
the Big Water world outside. With the aid of a motley collection of allies, Maggie must
battle body harvesters, newborn casino gods and, ultimately, the White Locust himself.
But the cult leader is nothing like she suspected, and Kai might not need rescuing after
all. When the full scope of the White Locust’s plans are revealed, Maggie’s burgeoning
trust in her friends, and herself, will be pushed to the breaking point, and not everyone
will survive. Presents the creation myth of Boriquâen, or present-day Puerto Rico, an
island inhabited by Taino Indians before the conquests of Christopher Columbus.
Kirkwood's text provides a user-friendly, quick reference for teachers, students and
general readers. It is an excellent, interdisciplinary resource for the study of classics,
literature, history and comparative religions. It features complete reference list with
pronunciations, variable entry lengths, principal stories of classical mythology, emphasis
on literary importance of Greek myths, and references to English and European literature.
In myth, author Puhvel argues, a human group expresses the thought patterns by which it



formulates self-cognition and self-realization, attains self-knowledge and self-confidence,
explains its own sources and sometimes tries to chart its destinies. Here, Puhvel unravels
the prehistoric origins of the traditions of India and Iran, Greece and Rome, of the Celts,
Germans, Balts, and Slavs. Utilizing the methodologies of historical linguistics and
archaeology, he reconstructs a shared prehistorical religious, mythological, and cultural
heritage. Separate chapters on individual traditions as well as on recurrent themes give
life to the book as both a general introduction and a detailed reference.--From publisher
description. Hercules, Zeus, Thor, Gilgamesh--these are the figures that leap to mind
when we think of myth. But to David Leeming, myths are more than stories of deities and
fantastic beings from non-Christian cultures. Myth is at once the most particular and the
most universal feature of civilization, representing common concerns that each society
voices in its own idiom. Whether an Egyptian story of creation or the big-bang theory of
modern physics, myth is metaphor, mirroring our deepest sense of ourselves in relation to
existence itself. Now, in The World of Myth, Leeming provides a sweeping anthology of
myths, ranging from ancient Egypt and Greece to the Polynesian islands and modern
science. We read stories of great floods from the ancient Babylonians, Hebrews, Chinese,
and Mayans; tales of apocalypse from India, the Norse, Christianity, and modern science;
myths of the mother goddess from Native American Hopi culture and James Lovelock's
Gaia. Leeming has culled myths from Aztec, Greek, African, Australian Aboriginal,
Japanese, Moslem, Hittite, Celtic, Chinese, and Persian cultures, offering one of the most
wide-ranging collections of what he calls the collective dreams of humanity. More
important, he has organized these myths according to a number of themes, comparing and
contrasting how various societies have addressed similar concerns, or have told similar
stories. In the section on dying gods, for example, both Odin and Jesus sacrifice
themselves to renew the world, each dying on a tree. Such traditions, he proposes, may
have their roots in societies of the distant past, which would ritually sacrifice their kings
to renew the tribe. In The World of Myth, David Leeming takes us on a journey "not
through a maze of falsehood but through a marvellous world of metaphor," metaphor for
"the story of the relationship between the known and the unknown, both around us and
within us." Fantastic, tragic, bizarre, sometimes funny, the myths he presents speak of the
most fundamental human experience, a part of what Joseph Campbell called "the
wonderful song of the soul's high adventure." The Greek myths are so much part of our
culture that we tend to forget how they entered it in the first place. Visual sources vase
paintings, engraved gems and sculpture in bronze and stone often pre-date references to
the myths in literature, or offer alternative, unfamiliar tellings. In some cases visual art
provides our only evidence, as there is no surviving account in ancient Greek literature of
such important stories as the Fall of Troy, or Theseus and the Minotaur. T. H. Carpenters
book is the first comprehensive, scholarly yet succinct survey of myth as it appears in
Greek art. Copiously illustrated, it is an essential reference work for everybody interested
in the art, drama, poetry or religion of ancient Greece. With this handbook as a guide,
readers will be able to identify scenes from myth across the full breadth of archaic and
classical Greek art. In Greek mythology, Medusa was a Gorgon a winged monster with
snakes for hair. Anyone who looked at her was instantly turned to stone. But she wasn't



born that way. Not even close. Athena was so jealous of Medusa's beauty that she cursed
her. Zeus changed the story to make his son, Perseus, look good. Hades is here to set the
record straight on Perseus, Medusa, and everything in between. Everyone’s favorite time-
travelers are changing their styles! The Time Warp Trio series now features a brand-new,
eye-catching design, sure to appeal to longtime fans, and those new to Jon Scieszka’s
wacky brand of humor. Have you ever wondered why Greek myths are known
worldwide? Well, they have the perfect ingredients of magic, power and culture. They’re
fictional but they strongly reflect the cultures and traditions of Greece. In this book, we’re
going to discuss The Big Three: Zeus, Poseidon and Hades. Who are they? What power
do they have and what realms do they reign over? Neil Gaiman! In the finale of
Ragnarok: The Final Destiny of the Gods, artist P. Craig Russell illustrates the death of
the gods, the end of the world, its renewal, and concludes the epic run of Neil Gaiman's
Norse Mythology. Neil Gaiman! In Ragnarok: The Final Destiny of the Gods, artist P.
Craig Russell illustrates the death of the gods and how the world will end and begin
again. Odin travels to the ends of the world to find the cause of his son Baldur's
nightmares, only to learn of his child's imminent demise and the oncoming doom of the
gods. The most complete and detailed reference book of its kind, Who's Who in Classical
Mythology contains over 1200 extensive entries, covering both Greek and Roman
characters. A collection of myths from many cultures. #1 New York Times bestselling
author Neil Gaiman and Eisner Award-winning comics legend P. Craig Russell breathe
new life into the ancient Norse stories by taking readers through the creation of the Nine
Worlds to the epic origin and adventures of Thor, Odin, and Loki all the way to the end of
life—Ragnarok. The sea giant Aegir avoids having to throw a banquet for the gods by
setting Thor and Tyr off on a wild quest to find a cauldron and pitting our heroes against
a multiheaded giantess, fire-breathing sea serpents, and more bizarre mythological
creatures. "This comic is a good reminder stories deserve to be told in multiple formats;
from novelizations to comic books, each holds intrinsic value in telling a different side of
the story." –AiPT! "I am of the House of Lara, daughter of Elvira of Nailani, sister of
witches, and I have come to reclaim my crown." Isolde, newly coronated queen, has
finally found a king worthy of her in the vampire Adrian. But their love for each other has
cost Isolde her father and her homeland. With two opposing goddesses playing mortals
and vampires against one another, Isolde is uncertain who her allies are in the vampire
stronghold of Revekka. Now, as politics in the Red Palace grow more underhanded,
inexplicable monster attacks plague the villages, and a deadly crimson mist threatens all
of Cordova, Isolde must trust in the bond she's formed with Adrian, even as she learns
troubling information about his complicated past. The next book in the scorching,
bingeable vampire fantasy series by USA Today and international bestselling author
Scarlett St. Clair. Vainglorious gods and irresistible seductresses. Beastly beasts and
brutal warriors. Stories centuries in the making, and centuries worth of stories, are
explained in this fascinating guide to mythology. Mythology forms our understanding of
our origin, history, and traditions. They tell of our heroes and deities. Myths are vehicles
for understanding religion, learning language, and understanding society, but they can
often be difficult to understand and confusing. From a world of gods and goddesses to



classic heroes and epic journeys to beastly monsters and irresistible seductresses, The
Handy Mythology Answer Book answers nearly 600 questions and offers fun facts about
the treachery and violence, the inspirational and epic, the supernatural monsters and
heroic mortals found in mythology, including ... What is the nature of Creation Myths?
How can myths be compared to dreams? What was the Egyptian Book of the Dead? Why
is the biblical flood story so like the Babylonian flood myth? How and why are the
Odyssey and the Iliad so different from each other? How is myth used in politics? What
was the Metamorphosis? How did the Vedas contribute to Hindu mythology? Who
invented Chinese writing? What was the Aztec pantheon? What is the story of the
Cherokee Grandmother Sun? Who are some Native American tricksters? What is the
story of Schrödinger’s Cat? How did Freud use myths? A glossary of commonly used
terms and an appendix of parallel mythology exploring universal themes, motifs, and
archetypes from across various cultures further explains the world of mythology. With
many photos, illustrations, and other graphics, this tome is richly illustrated. Its helpful
bibliography and extensive index add to its usefulness. Presents an introduction to
ancienct Greek and Roman myths, gods, goddesses, monsters, and magical beasts. The
figures and events of classical myths underpin our culture and the constellations named
after them fill the night sky. Whether it•s the raging Minotaur trapped in the Cretan
labyrinth or the twelve labours of Hercules, Aphrodite•s birth from the waves or Zeus
visiting Danae as a shower of gold, the mythology of Greece and Rome is full of
unforgettable stories. All the stories of the Greek tragedies • Oedipus, Medea, Antigone •
are there; all the events of the Trojan wars and of Odysseus and Aeneas• epic journeys; the
founding of Athens and of Rome• These are the strangest tales of love, war, betrayal and
heroism ever told and, while brilliantly retelling them, this book shows how they echo
through the works of much later writers from Chaucer and Shakespeare to Camus and
Ted Hughes. Full of attractive illustrations and laid out in eighteen clear chapters (the
titles include •Dangerous Women• and •Heroes•), Dr Jennifer March has written a
fascinating guide to the myths of classical civilization that is as readable as a novel. Percy
is confused. When he awoke after his long sleep, he didn't know much more than his
name. His brain-fuzz is lingering, even after the wolf Lupa told him he is a demigod and
trained him to fight. Somehow Percy managed to make it to the camp for half-bloods,
despite the fact that he had to continually kill monsters that, annoyingly, would not stay
dead. But the camp doesn't ring any bells with him. Hazel is supposed to be dead. When
she lived before, she didn't do a very good job of it. When the Voice took over her mother
and commanded Hazel to use her "gift" for an evil purpose, Hazel couldn't say no. Now,
because of her mistake, the future of the world is at risk. World Mythology is a
compilation of over 50 great myths and epics. Your students will gain an appreciation and
understanding of ancient and modern cultures through myths and epics from the Middle
East, Greece and Rome, the Far East and Pacific islands, the British Isles, Northern
Europe, Africa, and the Americas. An introduction and historical background supplement
each myth. Questions at the end of each selection prompt analysis and response. Explore
the world of Teutonic mythology with this beautifully written and illustrated volume.
Drawing on ancient texts and folk traditions, Viktor Rydberg brings the gods, goddesses,



and heroes of the Northland to vivid life. Part history, part myth, this fascinating book is a
must-read for anyone interested in the lore of the Vikings and their culture. This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant. Winner of honourable mention at 2015 Royal
Dragonfly Book Awards (Picture Book category) Finalist at the Wishing Shelf Children's
Book Awards 2015 Odysseus is the third book in the Early Myths collection, a series of
children's picture books about Greek myth. Each book tells the tale of a character from
mythology and brings the story to life through the inspiration from art and literature. The
books are aimed at 4 to 8 year olds, are beautifully illustrated and easy to read. Our
picture book of Odysseus tells one of the greatest stories from Greek mythology. Our
hero sails away to take part in a great War, but his success at the battle is followed by
encounters with monsters, nymphs, gods and heroes, and result in a long journey home.
Learn about his adventures and his quest to rejoin his beloved family, followed by his
troubles with the guests at his palace and his aim for a quieter family life. This book joins
the award winning Early Myths collection. In 2014, Early Myths won a bronze medal at
the Moonbeam Children's Awards for the first book in the series, Perseus. Our second
book was Jason & the Golden Fleece, and our latest release is Atalanta. Our fifth book
will be released in late 2016.
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