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Anthropological Perspectives On Kinship Jan 07 2022 This authoritative introductory text
takes into account the changes in the conceptualisation of kinship brought about by new
reproductive technologies and the growing interest in culturally specific notions of
personhood and gender. Holy considers the extent to which Western assumptions have
guided anthropological study of kinship in the past. In the process, he reveals a growing
sensitivity on the part of anthropologists to individual ideas of personhood and gender,
and encourages further critical reflection on cultural bias in approaches to the subject.
 India Apr 02 2024 India: Brief History of a Civilization provides a brief overview of a
very long period, allowing students to acquire a mental map of the entire history of
Indian civilization in a short book. Most comprehensive histories devote a few chapters
to the early history of India and an increasing number of pages to the more recent
period, giving an impression that early history is mere background and that Indian
civilization finds its fulfillment in the nation-state. Thomas R. Trautmann believes that
the deep past lives on and is a valuable resource for understanding the present day and
for creating a viable future. The result is a book that is short enough to read in a few
sittings, but comprehensive in coverage--5,000 years of India in brief.
 Arthashastra Jan 31 2024 This book is a definitive introduction to the classic text, the
Arthashastra, the world’s first manual on political economy. The 2000-year-old treatise
is ascribed to Kautilya, the prime minister of King Chandragupta Maurya, and is as
important to Indian thought as Machiavelli’s The Prince is to Europe. Arthashastra, or
‘the science of wealth’, is a study of economic enterprise, and advises the king-
entrepreneur on how to create prosperity. Thomas Trautmann’s exploration of this
seminal work illuminates its underlying economic philosophy and provides invaluable
lessons for the modern age.
 Knowing India Oct 16 2022 In honor of Thomas R. Trautmann, American historian;
papers presented at a conference on "Conceptualizing South Asia's past at Michigan",
held at Ann Arbor during 5-6 October 2007.
 India Dec 30 2023 "This is an outline of Indian civilization, comprehensive in coverage
but brief enough to be read in a few sittings. It gives an overview of 5,000 years of
history in South Asia, from the beginnings of farming, cities and writing to the present.
It gives readers new to the topic a map of the territory and the tools to take on more
advanced and specialized readings"--Provided by publisher.
 The Past Before Us Feb 05 2022 The claim that India--uniquely among
civilizations--lacks historical writing distracts us from a more pertinent question: how to
recognize the historical sense of societies whose past is recorded in ways very different
from European conventions. Romila Thapar, a distinguished scholar of ancient India,
guides us through a panoramic survey of the historical traditions of North India,
revealing a deep and sophisticated consciousness of history embedded in the diverse
body of classical Indian literature. The history recorded in such texts as the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata is less concerned with authenticating persons and events than
with presenting a picture of traditions striving to retain legitimacy amid social change.
Spanning an epoch from 1000 BCE to 1400 CE, Thapar delineates three strains of
historical writing: an Itihasa-Purana tradition of Brahman authors; a tradition composed
mainly by Buddhist and Jaina monks and scholars; and a popular bardic tradition. The
Vedic corpus, the epics, the Buddhist canon and monastic chronicles, inscriptional
evidence, regional accounts, and literary forms such as royal biographies and drama are
all scrutinized afresh--not as sources to be mined for factual data but as genres that
disclose how Indians of ancient times represented their own past to themselves.
 TRANSFORMATIONS OF KINSHIP Nov 16 2022 This volume's fifteen contributors argue
that kinship analysis should remain fundamental to the development of anthropological



theory and to the understanding of past and contemporary societies. They contend that
both aspects of kinship analysis, the "hot" (issues of body, gender, and power) and the
"cool" (categories and terminologies) need to be pursued.
 The Arthasastra Mar 28 2021 The only extant treatise on statecraft from classical India,
the Arthsastra is an invaluable resource for understanding ancient South Asian political
thought; it also provides a comprehensive and unparalleled panoramic view of Indian
society during the period between the Maurya (320-185 BCE) and Gupta (320-497 CE)
empires. This volume offers modern English translations of key selections, organized
thematically, from the Arthasastra. A general Introduction briefly traces the arc of
ancient South Asian history, explains the classical Indian tradition of statecraft, and
discusses the origins and importance of the Arthasastra. Thorough explanatory essays
and notes set each excerpt in its intellectual, political, and cultural contexts.
 Aryans and British India May 03 2024 "Aryan," a word that today evokes images of
racial hatred and atrocity, was first used by Europeans to suggest bonds of kinship, as
Thomas Trautmann shows in his far-reaching history of British Orientalism and the
ethnology of India. When the historical relationship uniting Sanskrit with the languages
of Europe was discovered, it seemed clear that Indians and Britons belonged to the
same family. Thus the Indo-European or Aryan idea, based on the principle of linguistic
kinship, dominated British ethnological inquiry. In the nineteenth century, however, an
emergent biological "race science" attacked the authority of the Orientalists. The
spectacle of a dark-skinned people who were evidently civilized challenged Victorian
ideas, and race science responded to the enigma of India by redefining the Aryan
concept in narrowly "white" racial terms. By the end of the nineteenth century, race
science and Orientalism reached a deep and lasting consensus in regard to India, which
Trautmann calls "the racial theory of Indian civilization," and which he undermines with
his powerful analysis of colonial ethnology in India. His work of reassessing British
Orientalism and the Aryan idea will be of great interest to historians, anthropologists,
and cultural critics.
 India : Brief History of a Civilization Sep 02 2021 India: A Brief History of a Civilization
provides a brief overview of a very long period, allowing students to acquire a mental
map of the entire history of Indian civilization in a short book. Most comprehensive
histories devote a few chapters to the early history of India and an increasing number of
pages to the more recent period, giving an impression that early history is mere
background and that Indian civilization finds its fulfillment in the nation-state. Thomas
R. Trautmann believes that the deep past lives on and is a valuable resource for
understanding the present day and for creating a viable future. The result is a book that
is short enough to read in a few sittings, but comprehensive in coverage - 5,000 years of
India in brief.
 Languages and Nations Mar 01 2024 British rule of India brought together two very
different traditions of scholarship about language, whose conjuncture led to several
intellectual breakthroughs of lasting value. Two of these were especially important: the
conceptualization of the Indo-European language family by Sir William Jones at Calcutta
in 1786—proposing that Sanskrit is related to Persian and languages of Europe—and the
conceptualization of the Dravidian language family of South India by F.W. Ellis at Madras
in 1816—the "Dravidian proof," showing that the languages of South India are related to
one another but are not derived from Sanskrit. These concepts are valid still today,
centuries later. This book continues the examination Thomas R. Trautmann began in
Aryans and British India (1997). While the previous book focused on Calcutta and Jones,
the current volume examines these developments from the vantage of Madras, focusing
on Ellis, Collector of Madras, and the Indian scholars with whom he worked at the
College of Fort St. George, making use of the rich colonial record. Trautmann concludes
by showing how elements of the Indian analysis of language have been folded into
historical linguistics and continue in the present as unseen but nevertheless living
elements of the modern.
 King, Governance, and Law in Ancient India Jul 13 2022 King, Governance, and Law in



Ancient India presents an English translation of Kautilya's Arthashastra (AS.) along with
detailed endnotes. When it was discovered in 1923, the Arthashastra was described as
perhaps the most precious work in the whole range of Sanskrit literature, an
assessment that still rings true. This new translation of this significant text, the first in
close to half a century takes into account a number of important advances in our
knowledge of the texts, inscriptions, and archeological and art historical remains from
the period in Indian history to which the AS. belongs (2nd-3rd century CE, although
parts of it may be much older). The text is what we would today call a scientific treatise.
It codifies a body of knowledge handed down in expert traditions. It is specifically
interested in two things: first, how a king can expand his territory, keep enemies at bay,
enhance his external power, and amass riches; second, how a king can best organize his
state bureaucracy to consolidate his internal power, to suppress internal enemies, to
expand the economy, to enhance his treasury through taxes, duties, and
entrepreneurial activities, to keep law and order, and to settle disputes among his
subjects. The book is accordingly divided into two sections: the first encompassing
Books 1-5 deals with internal matters, and the second spanning Books 6-14 deals with
external relations and warfare. The AS. stands alone: there is nothing like it before it
and there is nothing after it-if there were other textual productions within that genre
they are now irretrievably lost. Even though we know of many authors who preceded
Kautilya, none of their works have survived the success of the AS. Being "textually"
unique makes it difficult to understand and interpret difficult passages and terms; we
cannot look to parallels for help. The AS. is also unique in that, first, it covers such a
vast variety of topics and, second, it presents in textual form expert traditions in
numerous areas of human and social endeavors that were handed down orally. Expert
knowledge in diverse fields communicated orally from teacher to pupil, from father to
son, is here for the first time codified in text. These fields include: building practices of
houses, forts, and cities; gems and gemology; metals and metallurgy; mining, forestry
and forest management; agriculture; manufacture of liquor; animal husbandry, shipping,
and the management of horses and elephants- and so on. Finally, it is also unique in
presenting a viewpoint distinctly different from the Brahmanical "party line" we see in
most ancient Indian documents.
 Modern India Jan 24 2021 This second edition of this widely used text covers the last
two centuries of Indian history, concluding with an epilogue written from the
perspective of the 1990s. It thematically and analytically discusses the emergence of
India as one of the world's largest democracies and one of the most stable of the states
to emerge from the experience of colonialism. The foundations of this rare phenomenon
in either Asia or Africa are seen in India's society, the ideas and beliefs of her people,
and the institutions of government and politics which have developed on the
subcontinent, in a process of interaction between what was indigenous to India and the
many external influences brought to bear on the country by economic, political, and
ideological contact with the Western world. Modern scholarship has shown how diverse
and complex was India's socio-economic and political development; and this theme runs
through the study which eschews any simple understanding of India's
politicaldevelopment as a clash between `imperialism' and 'nationalism', or the making
of a new nation. The complexity reflects many of the continuing ambiguities and
inequalities in the subcontinent's life and suggests why the structures of the state, and
indeed the very nature of the Indian nation, are now being questioned, often with
unprecedented public violence. India's dilemmas are not hers alone: they also raise
economic, political, and social issues of profound significance throughout the
contemporary world.
 A Tribute to Hinduism May 11 2022 Since times immemorial, India has been
synonymous with spiritual knowledge and people have been drawn to her sacred land.
Some were philosophers, poets, writers, historians, scientists and travelers. Some came
to India; others read translations about her rich and imaginative literature and felt
genuine enthusiasm for her. The fourth Caliph in the 7th century is reported to have



said: The land where books were first written and from where wisdom and knowledge
sprang is India. Despite the wars and imperialism, ancient India s spiritual influence and
wisdom has had considerable impact on the West, especially on its imagination, science,
and literature: English Romantic poetry in particular, Scientists, scholars, poets, writers
and philosophers all have paid the highest compliment to India s wonderful
metaphysical, religious, artistic, linguistic, and cultural genius by imitating and
incorporating some of these ideas and theories into their own work.
 Time Sep 26 2023 Considers an important dimension in understanding culture
 Lewis Henry Morgan and the Invention of Kinship Aug 26 2023 Lewis Henry Morgan of
Rochester, New York, lawyer and pioneering anthropologist, was the leading American
contributor of his generation to the social sciences. Among the classic works whose
conjunction in the 1860s gave modern anthropology its shape, Morgan’s massive and
technical Systems of Consanguinity and Affinity of the Human Family was decisive.
Thomas R. Trautmann offers a new interpretation of the genesis of “kinship” and of the
role it played in late nineteenth-century intellectual history. This Bison Books edition
features a new introduction and appendices by the author.
 The Aryan Debate Nov 28 2023 Part of the prestigious Debate series, this book brings
together aa selection of pioneering essays. The introduction spells out the extremely
topical Aryan debate. The central question behind this selection is, did the Sanskrit-
speaking Aryans enter India from the Northwest in 1500 BC, or were they indigenous to
India and identical with the people who inhabited the Indus Valley between 2800 and
1500 BC.
 Languages and Nations Feb 17 2023 Publisher description
 Orientalism and Race Aug 14 2022 This study traces the emergence and dissemination
of Aryanism within the British Empire. The idea of an Aryan race became an important
feature of imperial culture in the nineteenth century, feeding into debates in Britain,
Ireland, India, and the Pacific. The global reach of the Aryan idea reflected the complex
networks that enabled the global reach of British Imperialism. Tony Ballantyne charts
the shifting meanings of Aryanism within these 'webs' of Empire.
 The Emperor Jahangir Aug 02 2021 Jahangir was the fourth of the six “Great Mughals,”
the oldest son of Akbar the Great, who extended the Mughal Empire across the Indian
Subcontinent, and the father of Shah Jahan, builder of the Taj Mahal. Although an
alcoholic and opium addict, his reputation marred by rebellion against his father, once
enthroned the Emperor Jahangir proved to be an adept politician. He was also a
thoughtful and reflective memoirist and a generous patron of the arts, responsible for
an innovative golden age in Mughal painting. Through a close study of the seventeenth
century Mughal court chronicles, The Emperor Jahangir sheds new light on this
remarkable historical figure, exploring Jahangir's struggle for power and defense of
kingship, his addictions and insecurities, his relationship with his favourite wife, the
Empress Nur Jahan, and with his sons, whose own failed rebellions bookended his reign.
 Early Indian Economic History Mar 09 2022
 The Aryan Debate Sep 14 2022 This book, the seventh in the Debates series, brings
together a selection of significant essays on the extremely topical Aryan debate. The
central question behind this selection is, did the Sanskrit-speaking Aryans enter India
from the Northwest in 1500 BC, or were they indigenous to India and identical with the
people who inhabited the Indus Valley between 2800 - 1500.
 A Dharma Reader Feb 25 2021 Whether defined by family, lineage, caste, professional
or religious association, village, or region, India's diverse groups did settle on a concept
of law in classical times. How did they reach this consensus? Was it based on religious
grounds or a transcendent source of knowledge? Did it depend on time and place? And
what apparatus did communities develop to ensure justice was done, verdicts were fair,
and the guilty were punished? Addressing these questions and more, A Dharma Reader
traces the definition, epistemology, procedure, and process of Indian law from the third
century B.C.E. to the middle ages. Its breadth captures the centuries-long struggle by
Indian thinkers to theorize law in a multiethnic and pluralist society. The volume



includes new and accessible translations of key texts, notes that explain the
significance and chronology of selections, and a comprehensive introduction that
summarizes the development of various disciplines in intellectual-historical terms. It
reconstructs the principal disputes of a given discipline, which not only clarifies the
arguments but also relays the dynamism of the fight. For those seeking a richer
understanding of the political and intellectual origins of a major twenty-first-century
power, along with unique insight into the legal interactions among its many groups, this
book offers exceptional detail, historical precision, and expository illumination.
 Kinship and History in South Asia Jun 23 2023 Kinship and History in South Asia
presents four papers given at a small conference of kinship studies scholars, “Kinship
and History in South Asia,” at the University of Toronto in 1973. They draw upon one
another and show several common concerns, particularly the theoretical importance of
Dravidian systems. Yey they remain specialist studies, each within its own raison d’être.
Brendra E. F. Beck contributes a study of the “kinship nucleus” in Tamil folklore, Levi-
Straussian both in its treatment of kinship and of mythology. George L. Hart’s study of
woman and the sacred in the ancient Tamil literature of the Sangam attempts to
elucidate this literature in its own terms, and also to relate it to Beck’s “kinship
nucleus.” Thomas R. Trautmann presents a critical examination of the evidence for cross-
cousin marriage in early North India, attempting to determine historical fact from
literary materials. Narendra K. Wagle offers a survey of the kinship categories to be
found in the Pali Jatakas.
 Deep History Apr 21 2023 This breakthrough book brings science into history to offer a
dazzling new vision of humanity across time. Team-written by leading experts in a
variety of fields, it maps events, cultures, and eras across millions of years to present a
new scale for understanding the human body, energy and ecosystems, language, food,
kinship, migration, and more.
 The Household Dimension of the Family in India Jul 01 2021 Presents the most
representative works of twenty outstanding poets of modern Taiwan.
 Dravidian Kinship Mar 21 2023
 Indians Apr 29 2021 What do we really know about the Aryan migration theory and why
is that debate so hot? Why did the people of Khajuraho carve erotic scenes on their
temple walls? What did the monks at Nalanda eat for dinner? Did our ideals of beauty
ever prefer dark skin? Indian civilization is an idea, a reality, an enigma. In this riveting
book, Namit Arora takes us on an unforgettable journey through 5000 years of history,
reimagining in rich detail the social and cultural moorings of Indians through the ages.
Drawing on credible sources, he discovers what inspired and shaped them: their political
upheavals and rivalries, customs and vocations, and a variety of unusual festivals. Arora
makes a stop at six iconic places -- the Harappan city of Dholavira, the Ikshvaku capital
at Nagarjunakonda, the Buddhist centre of learning at Nalanda, enigmatic Khajuraho,
Vijayanagar at Hampi, and historic Varanasi -- enlivening the narrative with vivid
descriptions, local stories and evocative photographs. Punctuating this are chronicles of
famous travellers who visited India -- including Megasthenes, Xuanzang, Alberuni and
Marco Polo -- whose dramatic and idiosyncratic tales conceal surprising insights about
our land. In lucid, elegant prose, Arora explores the exciting churn of ideas, beliefs and
values of our ancestors through millennia -- some continue to shape modern India, while
others have been lost forever. An original, deeply engaging and extensively researched
work, Indians illuminates a range of histories coursing through our veins.
 India: Brief History Of A Civilization: Indian Edition Jan 19 2023
 Crooked Stalks Apr 09 2022 How do people come to live as they ought to live? Crooked
Stalks seeks an answer to this enduring question in diverse practices of cultivation: in
the moral horizons of development intervention, in the forms of virtue through which
people may work upon their own desires, deeds, and habits, and in the material labors
that turn inhabited worlds into environments for both moral and natural growth.
Focusing on the colonial subjection and contemporary condition of the Piramalai Kallar
caste—classified, condemned, and policed for decades as a “criminal tribe”—Anand



Pandian argues that the work of cultivation in all of these senses has been essential to
the pursuit of modernity in south India. Colonial engagements with the Kallars in the
early twentieth century relied heavily upon agrarian strategies of moral reform, an
approach that echoed longstanding imaginations of the rural cultivator as a morally
cultivated being in Tamil literary, moral, and religious tradition. These intertwined
histories profoundly shape how people of the community struggle with themselves as
ethical subjects today. In vivid, inventive, and engaging prose, Pandian weaves together
ethnographic encounters, archival investigations, and elements drawn from Tamil
poetry, prose, and popular cinema. Tacking deftly between ploughed soils and
plundered orchards, schoolroom lessons and stationhouse registers, household hearths
and riverine dams, he reveals moral life in the postcolonial present as a palimpsest of
traces inherited from multiple pasts. Pursuing these legacies through the fragmentary
play of desire, dream, slander, and counsel, Pandian calls attention not only to the
moral potential of ordinary existence, but also to the inescapable force of accident,
chance, and failure in the making of ethical lives. Rarely are the moral coordinates of
modern power sketched with such intimacy and delicacy.
 The Clash of Chronologies Jul 25 2023 The Clash of Chronologies shows the crucial value
of the ancient period of Indian history for understanding India's deep history. In this
valuable volume, Thomas Trautmann makes this connection with great acuity through a
series of studies, on topics ranging from the contrasting theories of time and history in
India and Europe, persistent codes of kinship and marriage between north and south
India, the conjuncture of ancient Indian and European traditions of language analysis in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, legacies of European scholars of India's deep
history such as Sir William Jones and A.L.Basham, and structures of the ancient Indian
state. At a time when ancient history is being dismissed by some as a projection of
colonial rule or hyper-magnified by others as the charter of the modern state, this book
finds a middle way that restores the true weight and value of ancient history, namely as
an essential component of the long view, a way of finding our place and a tool for
making a future. This is a critical volume for students and scholars of ancient as well as
modern Indian History, Anthropology and Linguistics.
 The Lost White Tribe May 30 2021 In 1876, in a mountainous region to the west of Lake
Victoria, Africa--what is today Ruwenzori Mountains National Park in Uganda--the famed
explorer Henry Morton Stanley encountered Africans with what he was convinced were
light complexions and European features. Stanley's discovery of this African white tribe
haunted him and seemed to substantiate the so-called Hamitic Hypothesis: the theory
that the descendants of Ham, the son of Noah, had populated Africa and other remote
places, proving that the source and spread of human races around the world could be
traced to and explained by a Biblical story. In The Lost White Tribe, Michael Robinson
traces the rise and fall of the Hamitic Hypothesis. In addition to recounting Stanley's
discovery, Robinson shows how it influenced encounters with the Ainu in Japan;
Vilhjalmur Stefansson's tribe of blond Eskimos in the Arctic; and the white Indians of
Panama. As Robinson shows, race theory stemming originally from the Bible only not
only guided exploration but archeology, including Charles Mauch's discovery of the
Grand Zimbabwe site in 1872, and literature, such as H. Rider Haggard's King Solomon's
Mines, whose publication launched an entire literary subgenre ded icated to white tribes
in remote places. The Hamitic Hypothesis would shape the theories of Carl Jung and
guide psychological and anthropological notions of the primitive. The Hypothesis also
formed the foundation for the European colonial system, which was premised on
assumptions about racial hierarchy, at whose top were the white races, the purest and
oldest of them all. It was a small step from the Hypothesis to theories of Aryan
superiority, which served as the basis of the race laws in Nazi Germany and had horrific
and catastrophic consequences. Though racial thinking changed profoundly after World
War Two, a version of Hamitic validation of the whiter tribes laid the groundwork for
conflict within Africa itself after decolonization, including the Rwandan genocide. Based
on painstaking archival research, The Lost White Tribe is a fascinating, immersive, and



wide-ranging work of synthesis, revealing the roots of racial thinking and the legacies
that continue to exert their influence to this day.
 Apologies to Thucydides Nov 04 2021 Publisher Description
 The Decline of Marriage in Namibia Dec 18 2022 In Southern Africa, marriage used to be
widespread and common. However, over the past decades marriage rates have declined
significantly. Julia Pauli explores the meaning of marriage when only few marry.
Although marriage rates have dropped sharply, the value of weddings and marriages
has not. To marry has become an indicator of upper-class status that less affluent
people aspire to. Using the appropriation of marriage by a rural Namibian elite as a case
study, the book tells the entwined stories of class formation and marriage decline in
post-apartheid Namibia.
 Robert Redfield and the Development of American Anthropology Oct 04 2021 Relying
upon close readings of virtually all of his published and unpublished writings as well as
extensive interviews with former colleagues and students, Robert Redfield and the
Development of American Anthropology traces the development of Robert Redfield's
ideas regarding social change and the role of social science in American society. Clifford
Wilcox's exploration of Redfield's pioneering efforts to develop an empirically based
model of the transformation of village societies into towns and cities is intended to
recapture the questions that drove early development of modernization theory.
Reconsideration of these debates will enrich contemporary thinking regarding the
history of American anthropology and international development
 Update on the Aryan Invasion Debate Dec 06 2021 This book on the developing
arguments concerning the Aryan Invasion Theory consists of adapted versions of papers
the author has read:the first at the World Association of Vedic Studies
(WAVES)conference on the Indus-Saraswati civilization in Atlanta 1996,the third at the
1996 Annual South Asia conference in Madison,Wisconsin and in a lecture at the
Linguistics Department in Madison;the fifth contains material used in author?s paper
read at the second WAVES conference in Los Angeles 1998;the second and fourth were
read at lectures for the Belgo-Indian Association,Brussels,and at the Etnografisch
Museum,Antewerp.
 Elephants & Kings Jun 04 2024 Because of their enormous size, elephants have long
been irresistible for kings as symbols of their eminence. In early civilizations—such as
Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Civilization, and China—kings used elephants for royal
sacrifice, spectacular hunts, public display of live captives, or the conspicuous
consumption of ivory—all of them tending toward the elephant’s extinction. The kings of
India, however, as Thomas R. Trautmann shows in this study, found a use for elephants
that actually helped preserve their habitat and numbers in the wild: war. Trautmann
traces the history of the war elephant in India and the spread of the institution to the
west—where elephants took part in some of the greatest wars of antiquity—and
Southeast Asia (but not China, significantly), a history that spans 3,000 years and a
considerable part of the globe, from Spain to Java. He shows that because elephants eat
such massive quantities of food, it was uneconomic to raise them from birth. Rather, in
a unique form of domestication, Indian kings captured wild adults and trained them, one
by one, through millennia. Kings were thus compelled to protect wild elephants from
hunters and elephant forests from being cut down. By taking a wide-angle view of
human-elephant relations, Trautmann throws into relief the structure of India’s
environmental history and the reasons for the persistence of wild elephants in its
forests.
 The Madras School of Orientalism May 23 2023 Exchange of ideas among Indian and
European scholars in early nineteenth century Madras led to unprecedented new
discoveries about the history, literatures, religion, law and land systems of India. Giving
name to this distinctive form of knowledge coming from Madras during the early
nineteenth century, this volume presents the Madras School of Orientalism (MSO), an
intellectual formation whose impact is only beginning to become apparent in recent
studies. A string of fresh ideas emerged from the MSO even though it patterned itself on



the Asiatic Society of Calcutta challenging several generalizations about India s history
and culture. The vast collection of maps, drawings, and manuscripts of Colin Mackenzie,
the publications of F.W. Ellis, and the holdings at the college of Fort St George bring
forth a view from the South, of India as a whole. This significant perspective enables the
contributors of this book to rethink early colonial interactions, evolving institutions, and
altering language systems. Analysing the projects undertaken, The Madras School of
Orientalism examines Mackenzie s archive and his investigations at Mahabalipuram.
Another theme explored here is the effective engagement on the state of Islamic
learning at Madras that led to a common platform for the development of Orientalism.
Subsequently, the Indian intellectuals Tamil pandits, Telugu lineages of state servants
such as the Kavali brothers, poets associated with the projects are studied to elucidate
the long-term effects of European Indian interchange. The scrutiny of changing forms of
scribal culture, philology, and documentation in South India facilitate a better
understanding of the interactive patterns. Together the essays open up avenues for
further investigation and research on not only these facets but also about other objects
of study such as law, religion, and land. In the introduction, Trautmann considers the
influence of indigenous knowledge in the emergence of Orientalism. He highlights the
transition from a regime of knowledge based on royal patronage to one based on
government and university scholarship and print culture.
 Crow-Omaha Oct 28 2023 The “Crow-Omaha problem” has perplexed anthropologists
since it was first described by Lewis Henry Morgan in 1871. During his worldwide survey
of kinship systems, Morgan learned with astonishment that some Native American
societies call some relatives of different generations by the same terms. Why?
Intergenerational “skewing” in what came to be named “Crow” and “Omaha” systems
has provoked a wealth of anthropological arguments, from Rivers to Radcliffe-Brown,
from Lowie to Lévi-Strauss, and many more. Crow-Omaha systems, it turns out, are both
uncommon and yet found distributed around the world. For anthropologists, cracking
the Crow-Omaha problem is critical to understanding how social systems transform from
one type into another, both historically in particular settings and evolutionarily in the
broader sweep of human relations. This volume examines the Crow-Omaha problem
from a variety of perspectives—historical, linguistic, formalist, structuralist, culturalist,
evolutionary, and phylogenetic. It focuses on the regions where Crow-Omaha systems
occur: Native North America, Amazonia, West Africa, Northeast and East Africa,
aboriginal Australia, northeast India, and the Tibeto-Burman area. The international
roster of authors includes leading experts in their fields. The book offers a state-of-the-
art assessment of Crow-Omaha kinship and carries forward the work of the landmark
volume Transformations of Kinship, published in 1998. Intended for students and
scholars alike, it is composed of brief, accessible chapters that respect the complexity of
the ideas while presenting them clearly. The work serves as both a new benchmark in
the explanation of kinship systems and an introduction to kinship studies for a new
generation of students. Series Note: Formerly titled Amerind Studies in Archaeology,
this series has recently been expanded and retitled Amerind Studies in Anthropology to
incorporate a high quality and number of anthropology titles coming in to the series in
addition to those in archaeology.
 Aryan and Non-Aryan in India Jun 11 2022 The history and mechanisms of the
convergence of ancient Aryan and non-Aryan cultures has been a subject of continuing
fascination in many fields of Indology. The contributions to Aryan and Non-Aryan in India
are the fruit of a conference on that topic held in December 1976 at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, under the auspices of the Center for South and Southeast Asian
Studies. The express object of the conference was to examine the latest findings from a
variety of disciplines as they relate to the formation and integration of a unified Indian
culture from many disparate cultural and ethnic elements.
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