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Resilient Faith Jul 22 2023 In our Western, post-
Christendom society, much of Christianity's
cultural power, privilege, and influence has
eroded. But all is not lost, says bestselling
author Gerald Sittser. Although the church is
concerned and sobered by this cultural shift, it is
also curious and teachable. Sittser shows how
the early church offers wisdom for responding
creatively to the West's increasing
secularization. The early Christian movement
was surprisingly influential and successful in the
Roman world, and so different from its two main
rivals--traditional religion and Judaism--that
Rome identified it as a "third way." Early
Christians immersed themselves in the empire

without significant accommodation to or
isolation from the culture. They confessed Jesus
as Lord and formed disciples accordingly, which
helped the church grow in numbers and
influence. Sittser explores how Christians today
can learn from this third way and respond
faithfully, creatively, and winsomely to a world
that sees Christianity as largely obsolete. Each
chapter introduces historical figures, ancient
texts, practices, and institutions to explain and
explore the third way of the Jesus movement,
which, surprising everyone, changed the world.
Decoding Nicea Jan 16 2023 The Council of
Nicea was not merely clerics in a dark and
ornate hall. It was brawls in churchyards. It was
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emperors and governors fighting to save the
empire ... and perhaps salvage a little fame for
themselves. It was political intrigues as the
governments of church and state blended into a
volatile stew.It was the way a fringe group of
peace-loving communal worshipers of a crucified
Palestinian prophet conquered the Roman
Empire.
From Apostles to Bishops Feb 14 2023 Examines
the origins and development of the episcopacy in
the early church with an eye toward its
implications for current ecumenical issues
relating to the episcopacy and apostolic
succession.
Megachurch Christianity Reconsidered Jan
04 2022 Christianity Today 2019 Book of the
Year Award, Missions/Global Church Building
from a behind-the-scenes case study of Kenya's
Nairobi Chapel and its "daughter" Mavuno
Church, Wanjiru M. Gitau expands their story
into a narrative that offers analysis of the rise,
growth, and place of megachurches worldwide

in the new millennium. In contexts experienced
as deeply volatile, and on a continent reeling
from the structural incoherence imposed in
colonial times, megachurches provide a map of
reality to navigate by, with the gospel as their
primary compass. Gitau shows that recognizing
the psychological, spiritual, and social
destabilization of modernizing societies is the
first step to valuing the place of megachurches
in contemporary Christianity. Through analysis
of social demography, theology, philosophy of
ministry, leadership development, and strategy,
Megachurch Christianity Reconsidered makes
integral sense of the historical and social forces
that give megachurches their growth
opportunity, and reclaims them as a subject of
serious theological conversation. This engaging
account centers on the role of millennials in
responding to the need for "a home for new
generations" amid the dislocating transitions of
globalization and postmodernity in postcolonial
Africa and around the world. Gitau gleans
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practical wisdom for postdenominational
churches everywhere (mega- and otherwise)
from the lessons learned in Kenya's remarkable
urban, evangelical renewal movement.
Missiological Engagements charts
interdisciplinary and innovative trajectories in
the history, theology, and practice of Christian
mission, featuring contributions by leading
thinkers from both the Euro-American West and
the majority world whose missiological
scholarship bridges church, academy, and
society.
Cold-Case Christianity Aug 30 2021 Written by
an L. A. County homicide detective and former
atheist, Cold-Case Christianity examines the
claims of the New Testament using the skills and
strategies of a hard-to-convince criminal
investigator. Christianity could be defined as a
“cold case”: it makes a claim about an event
from the distant past for which there is little
forensic evidence. In Cold-Case Christianity, J.
Warner Wallace uses his nationally recognized

skills as a homicide detective to look at the
evidence and eyewitnesses behind Christian
beliefs. Including gripping stories from his
career and the visual techniques he developed in
the courtroom, Wallace uses illustration to
examine the powerful evidence that validates the
claims of Christianity. A unique apologetic that
speaks to readers’ intense interest in detective
stories, Cold-Case Christianity inspires readers
to have confidence in Christ as it prepares them
to articulate the case for Christianity.
To Change the World Jan 28 2024 The call to
make the world a better place is inherent in the
Christian belief and practice. But why have
efforts to change the world by Christians so
often failed or gone tragically awry? And how
might Christians in the 21st century live in ways
that have integrity with their traditions and are
more truly transformative? In To Change the
World, James Davison Hunter offers persuasive--
and provocative--answers to these questions.
Hunter begins with a penetrating appraisal of
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the most popular models of world-changing
among Christians today, highlighting the ways
they are inherently flawed and therefore
incapable of generating the change to which
they aspire. Because change implies power, all
Christian eventually embrace strategies of
political engagement. Hunter offers a trenchant
critique of the political theologies of the
Christian Right and Left and the Neo-
Anabaptists, taking on many respected leaders,
from Charles Colson to Jim Wallis and Stanley
Hauerwas. Hunter argues that all too often these
political theologies worsen the very problems
they are designed to solve. What is really needed
is a different paradigm of Christian engagement
with the world, one that Hunter calls "faithful
presence"--an ideal of Christian practice that is
not only individual but institutional; a model that
plays out not only in all relationships but in our
work and all spheres of social life. He offers real-
life examples, large and small, of what can be
accomplished through the practice of "faithful

presence." Such practices will be more fruitful,
Hunter argues, more exemplary, and more
deeply transfiguring than any more overtly
ambitious attempts can ever be. Written with
keen insight, deep faith, and profound historical
grasp, To Change the World will forever change
the way Christians view and talk about their role
in the modern world.
Christianity in the Modern World Aug 23 2023
What is the state of Christianity today, and what
might it look like in the future? In the West, the
story for a long time has revolved around decline
and the loss of monopoly status, but how are
these shifts changing the practice of Christianity
or individual belief? Similarly, the rapid growth
of Christianities in the Global South has been
well reported, but the continuing complex
intersections of mission Christianity with
indigenous religions are less well known. Large-
scale flows of people across increasingly fluid
borders mean that not only does immigration
sometimes significantly boost Christian numbers
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in a given country, but that different forms of
Christianity shift traditional religious
landscapes. How will emerging trends such as
'reverse mission' from the Global South affect
Christianities in areas more used to sending
rather than receiving missions? As the majority
of believers shifts from the West to the Global
South, how will issues such as homosexuality be
played out theologically, politically and
individually? Will new virtual churches manage
to create viable long-term communities? How
does new festival Christianity function in the
religious life of an individual? The divergent and
oftentimes contradictory state of Christianity in
the modern world fuels questions about its place
and future in the world: in politics, education
and healthcare. This book brings together
cutting edge research on the most recent
changes and trends in Christianity worldwide.
Contributors drawn from the USA, UK and
Europe, Africa and East Asia offer an invaluable
breadth of coverage, expertise and disciplinary

perspective at the intersections between
sociology of religion, theology, politics,
education and human geography.
Misquoting Jesus Mar 06 2022 When world-class
biblical scholar Bart Ehrman first began to study
the texts of the Bible in their original languages
he was startled to discover the multitude of
mistakes and intentional alterations that had
been made by earlier translators. In Misquoting
Jesus, Ehrman tells the story behind the
mistakes and changes that ancient scribes made
to the New Testament and shows the great
impact they had upon the Bible we use today. He
frames his account with personal reflections on
how his study of the Greek manuscripts made
him abandon his once ultraconservative views of
the Bible. Since the advent of the printing press
and the accurate reproduction of texts, most
people have assumed that when they read the
New Testament they are reading an exact copy
of Jesus's words or Saint Paul's writings. And
yet, for almost fifteen hundred years these
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manuscripts were hand copied by scribes who
were deeply influenced by the cultural,
theological, and political disputes of their day.
Both mistakes and intentional changes abound
in the surviving manuscripts, making the
original words difficult to reconstruct. For the
first time, Ehrman reveals where and why these
changes were made and how scholars go about
reconstructing the original words of the New
Testament as closely as possible. Ehrman makes
the provocative case that many of our cherished
biblical stories and widely held beliefs
concerning the divinity of Jesus, the Trinity, and
the divine origins of the Bible itself stem from
both intentional and accidental alterations by
scribes -- alterations that dramatically affected
all subsequent versions of the Bible.
The Heart of Christianity Dec 03 2021 World-
renowned Jesus scholar Marcus J. Borg shows
how we can live passionately as Christians in
today's world by practicing the vital elements of
Christian faith. For the millions of people who

have turned away from many traditional beliefs
about God, Jesus, and the Bible, but still long for
a relevant, nourishing faith, Borg shows why the
Christian life can remain a transforming
relationship with God. Emphasizing the critical
role of daily practice in living the Christian life,
he explores how prayer, worship, Sabbath,
pilgrimage, and more can be experienced as
authentically life-giving practices. Borg reclaims
terms and ideas once thought to be the sole
province of evangelicals and fundamentalists: he
shows that terms such as "born again" have real
meaning for all Christians; that the "Kingdom of
God" is not a bulwark against secularism but is a
means of transforming society into a world that
values justice and love; and that the Christian
life is essentially about opening one's heart to
God and to others.
The Spirit of Early Christian Thought Oct 13
2022 Many of the problems afflicting American
education are the result of a critical shortage of
qualified teachers in the classrooms. The teacher
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crisis is surprisingly resistant to reforms and is
getting worse. This analysis of the causes
underlying the crisis seeks to offer concrete,
affordable proposals for effective reform. Vivian
Troen and Katherine Boles, two experienced
classroom teachers and education consultants,
argue that because teachers are recruited from
a pool of underqualified candidates, given
inadequate preparation, and dropped into a
culture of isolation without mentoring, support,
or incentives for excellence, they are
programmed to fail. Half quit within their first
five years. Troen and Boles offer an alternative,
a model of reform they call the Millennium
School, which changes the way teachers work
and improves the quality of their teaching. When
teaching becomes a real profession, they
contend, more academically able people will be
drawn into it, colleges will be forced to improve
the quality of their education, and better-
prepared teachers will enter the classroom and
improve the profession.

Go to Church, Change the World Dec 27 2023
In a time when many are questioning the
relevance of the church to their spiritual
journeys, this book makes a bold case that
"going to church" is intrinsic to Christian faith.
Drawing on Anabaptist life and conviction, Mast
presents Christ's call to all believers to be the
church, whether gathered for worship or
scattered for service. By exploring such
practices as baptism, communion, singing, and
group discernment, he asks us to consider how
participation in the life of the church shapes our
daily witness—how “going to church” transforms
“going to work” in the world that God loves.
ChurchNext Apr 26 2021 Eddie Gibbs candidly
analyzes new church models while proposing
nine areas in which the church will need to
transform to be biblically true to its message and
mission.
The Road Trip that Changed the World Feb 22
2021 Can’t find no satisfaction? There’s no
shortage of prescriptions for restlessness out
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there: Seek adventure. Live your life. Don’t hold
back. Sound familiar? The Road Trip that
Changed the World is a book challenging the
contemporary conviction that personal freedom
and self-fulfillment are the highest good. Like
the characters in a Jack Kerouac novel, we’ve
dirtied the dream of white picket fences with
exhaust fumes. The new dream is the open
road—and freedom. Yet we still desire the solace
of faith. We like the concept of the sacred, but
unwittingly subscribe to secularized,
westernized spirituality. We’re convinced that
there is a deeper plot to this thing called life, yet
watered-down, therapeutic forms of religion are
all we choose to swallow, and our personal story
trumps any larger narrative. This is the non-
committal culture of the road. Though driving on
freely, we have forgotten where we’re headed.
Jesus said His road is narrow. He wasn’t some
aimless nomad. He had more than just a half
tank of gas—He had passion, objectives, and a
destination. Do you?

Unimaginable Sep 11 2022 A Stirring Account of
Christianity's Power for Good In a day when
Christians are often attacked for their beliefs,
professor and speaker Jeremiah Johnston offers
an inspiring look at the positive influence of
Christianity, both historically and today. In
Unimaginable, you'll discover the far-reaching
ways that Christianity is good for the world--and
has been since the first century AD--including: ·
How the plights of women and children in
society were forever changed by Jesus · Why
democracy and our education and legal systems
owe much to Christianity · How early believers
demonstrated the inherent value of human life
by caring for the sick, handicapped, and dying ·
How Christians today are extending God's
kingdom through charities, social justice efforts,
and other profound ways Like It's a Wonderful
Life, the classic film that showed George Bailey
how different Bedford Falls would be without his
presence, Unimaginable guides readers through
the halls of history to see how Jesus' teachings
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dramatically changed the world and continue to
be the most powerful force for good today. This
provocative and enlightening book is sure to
encourage believers and challenge doubters.
Christianity and Social Change in Africa Aug
11 2022 Christianity and Social Change in Africa
is the most comprehensive look at the African
encounter with Christianity in recent years. The
book's themes are drawn from the pioneering
work of J.D.Y. Peel, building on his creative
explanation of the African experience of
Christianity. The volume covers a broad range of
themes, including religious expansion, the rise of
Pentecostalism, and the use of new media and
technologies to convert people and reform
believers. The various manifestations of religious
impact run through all the chapters, covering
aspects of culture, politics, the economy, and the
landscape. The volume also explores the success
of Africans in exporting Christianity to other
parts of the globe, a phenomenon that has
redefined both the message and meaning of this

religion. The contributors are a distinguished
roster of scholars who draw on years of
experience and research to present remarkable
ideas and original interpretations of the forces
Christianity exerts in Africa. The essays reflect
the importance of comparative historical inquiry,
inter-disciplinary perspectives, Peel's
contributions to the transformation of history
and sociology, and the paths that a new
generation of scholars must chart to
comprehend the power of African Christianity.
"For all interested in the processes and power
relations of cultural (self)representation and
(self)determination in the African context, this
book is essential." -- The International Journal of
African Historical Studies "The chapters are well
written, persuasive and well structured. The
book is a useful tool for the study of social
transformation and cultural persistence in
African, diaspora and cultural studies." -- Journal
of African History "This is an important book for
scholars of Nigeria and the Yoruba world, but
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also for those interested in the ongoing question
of religious change in Africa and the diaspora.
Indeed, some of the individual essays have the
potential to become classics... This book is a
fitting salute to the legacy of John Peel." --
African Studies Review "At a time when
Christianity in Africa is experiencing a great
leap forward, Christianity and Social Change in
Africa facilitates an exploration of some of the
themes more critical to this development... The
book signals interesting directions for future
research and should be welcomed by anyone
interested in the still unfolding landscape that is
Christianity in Africa." -- Pneuma
An Archaeology of Early Christianity in Vanuatu
Jun 28 2021 Religious change is at its core a
material as much as a spiritual process. Beliefs
related to intangible spirits, ghosts, or gods
were enacted through material relationships
between people, places, and objects. The
archaeology of mission sites from Tanna and
Erromango islands, southern Vanuatu (formerly

the New Hebrides), offer an informative case
study for understanding the material dimensions
of religious change. One of the primary ways
that cultural difference was thrown into relief in
the Presbyterian New Hebrides missions was in
the realm of objects. Christian Protestant
missionaries believed that religious conversion
had to be accompanied by changes in the
material conditions of everyday life. Results of
field archaeology and museum research on
Tanna and Erromango, southern Vanuatu, show
that the process of material transformation was
not unidirectional. Just as Melanesian people
changed religious beliefs and integrated some
imported objects into everyday life, missionaries
integrated local elements into their daily lives.
Attempts to produce ‘civilised Christian natives’,
or to change some elements of native life
relating purely to ‘religion’ but not others,
resulted instead in a proliferation of ‘hybrid’
forms. This is visible in the continuity of a
variety of traditional practices subsumed under
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the umbrella term ‘kastom’ through to the
present alongside Christianity. Melanesians
didn’t become Christian, Christianity became
Melanesian. The material basis of religious
change was integral to this process.
Christianity, Climate Change, and
Sustainable Living Jun 20 2023 What should
Christians do to protect the Earth and its
people? Amounts and patterns of consumption
and production in the West have reached a level
that cannot be maintained. Lifestyles based on
our present way of creating and using energy
are no longer environmentally sustainable--and
are threatening the health and well-being of
both planet and people. Our activities and the
policies that shape them need to change. In light
of those realities, Spencer, White, and Vroblesky
offer serious Christian engagement with the
emerging issue of Sustainable Consumption and
Production. They analyze the scientific,
sociological, economic, and theological thinking
that makes a Christian response to these trends

imperative and distinctive. And they offer
practical conclusions that explore and explain
what can be done at the personal, community,
national, and international levels to ensure that
next generations will have the resources
necessary for life. Firmly rooted in the good
news of the Christian faith, this is, above all, a
constructive and hopeful book that offers a
realistic vision of what the future could and
should look like. This book is endorsed by A
Rocha: Christians in Conservation, The Jubliee
Centre, The Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion, and The Au Sable Institute of
Environmental Studies.
Religious Identity and Social Change Mar 25
2021 Religious Identity and Social Change offers
a macro and micro analysis of the dynamics of
rapid social and religious change occurring
within the Muslim world. Drawing on rich
ethnographic and quantitative research in
Kyrgyzstan, Central Asia, David Radford
provides theoretical insight into the nature of
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religious and social change and ethnic identity
transformation exploring significant questions
concerning why people convert and what
happens when they do so. A crisis of identity
occurs when religious conversion takes place,
especially from one major religious tradition
(Islam) to another (Christianity); and where
religious identity is intimately connected to
ethnic and national identity. Radford argues for
the importance of recognising the socially
constructed nature of identity involving the
dynamic interplay between human agency,
culture and social networks. Kyrgyz Christians
have been active agents in bringing religious
and identity transformation building upon the
contextual parameters in which they are
situated.
Paul Vs James Jul 10 2022 Explore the angry
world of early Christianity through the eyes of
one of the earliest followers of Jesus, a member
of the Jewish group headed by James. Enter into
the controversy with Paul, a person who never

knew Jesus and who radically changed the
religion of Jesus to one about him.
The Making of a Christian Aristocracy Oct
01 2021 What did it take to cause the Roman
aristocracy to turn to Christianity, changing
centuries-old beliefs and religious traditions?
Michele Salzman takes a fresh approach to this
much-debated question. Focusing on a sampling
of individual aristocratic men and women as well
as on writings and archeological evidence, she
brings new understanding to the process by
which pagan aristocrats became Christian, and
Christianity became aristocratic. Roman
aristocrats would seem to be unlikely candidates
for conversion to Christianity. Pagan and civic
traditions were deeply entrenched among the
educated and politically well-connected. Indeed,
men who held state offices often were also
esteemed priests in the pagan state cults: these
priesthoods were traditionally sought as a way to
reinforce one's social position. Moreover, a
religion whose texts taught love for one's
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neighbor and humility, with strictures on wealth
and notions of equality, would not have obvious
appeal for those at the top of a hierarchical
society. Yet somehow in the course of the fourth
and early fifth centuries Christianity and the
Roman aristocracy met and merged. Examining
the world of the ruling class--its institutions and
resources, its values and style of life--Salzman
paints a fascinating picture, especially of
aristocratic women. Her study yields new insight
into the religious revolution that transformed the
late Roman Empire.
How Christianity Saved Civilization Apr 30 2024
Ancient Rome’s brutal culture exploited the
weak and considered human life expendable.
Women were used as property; unwanted
children were left on the streets to die. Four
centuries later, even ordinary men and women
prospered in what had become a vigorous new
Christian society – a society that served the
vulnerable, exalted women, treasured virtue,
and loved peace. Faith had triumphed. Truth

was proclaimed. And on this rock-solid
foundation, Christian society flourished in the
West for the next 1500 years. These eye-opening
pages document the many ways in which
Christians penetrated and civilized that debased
Roman empire, introducing then-radical notions
such as the equal dignity of women, respect for
life, protection of the weak and vulnerable, and
the obligation of rulers to serve those they rule
and maximize their freedom. Here you’ll learn
about the seven specific areas where any
paganism, ancient or modern, is particularly
vulnerable. They provide a roadmap for modern
Christians to reclaim for the Faith our own neo-
pagan modern culture. Facing an
overwhelmingly dark and hostile culture, Rome’s
early Christians took the steps necessary to
transform it. Their struggles and the hard
lessons they learned – documented here – afford
us hope that, by imitating their example, we may
do the same for our culture today.
Dominion Sep 23 2023 A "marvelous"
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(Economist) account of how the Christian
Revolution forged the Western imagination.
Crucifixion, the Romans believed, was the worst
fate imaginable, a punishment reserved for
slaves. How astonishing it was, then, that people
should have come to believe that one particular
victim of crucifixion-an obscure provincial by the
name of Jesus-was to be worshipped as a god.
Dominion explores the implications of this
shocking conviction as they have reverberated
throughout history. Today, the West remains
utterly saturated by Christian assumptions. As
Tom Holland demonstrates, our morals and
ethics are not universal but are instead the fruits
of a very distinctive civilization. Concepts such
as secularism, liberalism, science, and
homosexuality are deeply rooted in a Christian
seedbed. From Babylon to the Beatles, Saint
Michael to #MeToo, Dominion tells the story of
how Christianity transformed the modern world.
Seven Revolutions Mar 30 2024 Combining
history, politics, and religion, Mike Aquilina and

Jim Papandrea provide practical lessons to be
learned from the struggles of the Early Church,
lessons that can be applied to the day-to-day
lives of Christian readers. Prolonged, multiple
wars in the Middle East. Waves of immigrants
crossing the borders. Ongoing economic
recession. Increasing political polarization, often
with religious overtones. Conflicts over
ideologies that pit the progressive against the
traditional. Sound familiar? These conditions not
only describe the United States, but the situation
of the Roman Empire in the third century. That
situation led to religious persecution and the
eventual collapse of the empire. In the middle of
the third century, the Roman Empire was
roughly the same age as the United States is
now. In this book, authors Mike Aquilina and Jim
Papandrea examine the practices of the Early
Church—a body of Christians living in
Rome—and show how the lessons learned from
these ancient Christians can apply to Christians
living in the United States today. The book
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moves from the Christian individual, to the
family, the church and the world, explaining how
the situation of the Early Church is not only
familiar to modern Christian readers, but that its
values are still relevant
Why Christianity Must Change or Die Feb 27
2024 An important and respected voice for
liberal American Christianity for the past twenty
years, Bishop John Shelby Spong integrates his
often controversial stands on the Bible, Jesus,
theism, and morality into an intelligible creed
that speaks to today's thinking Christian. In this
compelling and heartfelt book, he sounds a
rousing call for a Christianity based on critical
thought rather than blind faith, on love rather
than judgment, and that focuses on life more
than religion.
Epiphany Apr 06 2022 From the posterboy of
Catholic conservatism, a major change of heart
and soul on one of the Church's most
controversial and intractable stances. "This past
February, a conservative Roman Catholic blog,

Contra|Diction, gave me perhaps my best
headline ever: 'Michael Coren Complicit in
Destruction of Souls Who Practice
Homosexuality, Pt 1' (I'm still waiting for part
two). It was one of countless posts, tweets, and
articles that have condemned me for coming out
in favour of same-sex marriage. I've also been
fired from columns that I wrote for years, been
banned from various Catholic TV and radio
stations, had speeches cancelled, and been
accused of cheating on my wife. My children
have been called gay, and I have been compared
to a child molester and a murderer. These are
new experiences for me. Until last year, I was
considered something of a champion of social
conservatism in Canada and was well known
among politically active Christians. I hosted a
nightly show on Crossroads Television for twelve
years, was a syndicated Sun columnist, and
wrote briskly selling books with such titles as
Why Catholics Are Right. Today, I am working
away at a new book, Epiphany: Changing Heart
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and Mind on Same-Sex Marriage. How and why
did it go so terribly wrong?" --Michael Coren
What went "terribly wrong" is that Michael
Coren had a profound spiritual and personal
change of heart. Epiphany is about how and why
that happened; the reaction from both sides of
the fence; and how the Christian doctrine, when
studied closely and without bias, heartily
supports Michael's findings. As a middle-aged,
very white, very straight, very Christian man, he
was obliged, first reluctantly and then eagerly,
to explore the complex dynamic between faith
and homosexuality and to work out a new
narrative. The crux of that narrative: God is love.
Honest, brave, and rigorous in its scholarship,
Epiphany is a groundbreaking book on one of
society's most pressing issues.
How Christianity Changed the World Jun 01
2024 Western civilization is becoming
increasingly pluralistic,secularized, and
biblically illiterate. Many people todayhave little
sense of how their lives have benefited

fromChristianity’s influence, often viewing the
church withhostility or resentment.How
Christianity Changed the World is a
topicallyarranged Christian history for
Christians and non-Christians. Grounded in solid
research and written in apopular style, this book
is both a helpful apologetic toolin talking with
unbelievers and a source of evidence forwhy
Christianity deserves credit for many of
thehumane, social, scientific, and cultural
advances in theWestern world in the last two
thousand years.Photographs, timelines, and
charts enhance eachchapter.This edition
features questions for reflection anddiscussion
for each chapter.
100 Christian Books that Changed the Century
Nov 25 2023 In the twentieth century, a vibrant
evangelical culture emerged. The authors
explore the key books that influenced the
dramatic changes of the past one hundred years.
Thirty Years That Changed the World Oct 25
2023 The first Christians turned the world
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upside down in the space of a generation. How
can we learn from them today? In this book
Michael Green opens up the gripping story of
Acts, highlighting the volcanic eruption of faith
described there and contrasting it with the often
halfhearted Christianity of the modern Western
world. Green explores the life and faith of the
Christians of Acts, answering such questions as,
What kind of people were they? How did they
live? And how did they organize and practice as
members of the new church? Besides describing
life in the early church, Green discusses how we
today can apply the first Christians’ dynamic
efforts at church planting, pastoral care, social
concern, gospel proclamation, and prayer.
Combining trusted scholarship with a popular,
enjoyable writing style, Thirty Years That
Changed the World is an ideal book for church,
group, or personal study.
7 Truths That Changed the World (Reasons
to Believe) Apr 18 2023 Ideas have
consequences, sometimes far-reaching and

world-changing. The Christian faith contains
many volatile truths that challenged--and
continue to challenge--the cultural and religious
status quo of the world. This biblical, historical,
and philosophical exploration of some of
Christianity's most transformational ideas offers
a unique look at how the world changed when
Christ and his followers came on the scene.
These ideas include the resurrection Jesus as
God incarnate creation out of nothing the
compatibility of faith and reason justification by
grace through faith humankind in God's image
the greater good of suffering Pastors, students,
and thoughtful Christians will be strengthened
to face contemporary challenges to these truths
and will find the confidence to impact their
world for Christ.
The Next Christendom Nov 01 2021 In this new
and substantially expanded Third Edition, Philip
Jenkins continues to illuminate the remarkable
expansion of Christianity in the global South--in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Drawing upon
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the extensive new scholarship that has appeared
on this topic in recent years, he asks how the
new Christianity is likely to affect the poor,
among whom it finds its most devoted
adherents. How should we interpret the
enormous success of prosperity churches across
the Global South? Politically, what will be the
impact of new Christian movements? Will
Christianity contribute to liberating the poor, to
give voices to the previously silent, or does it
threaten only to bring new kinds of division and
conflict? Does Christianity liberate women, or
introduce new scriptural bases for subjection?
Acclaim for previous editions of The Next
Christendom: Named one of the Top Religion
Books of 2002 by USA Today Named One of the
Top Ten Religion Books of the Year by Booklist
(2002) Winner of the Christianity Today Book
Award in the category of "Christianity and
Culture" (2002) "Jenkins is to be commended for
reminding us, throughout the often gripping
pages of this lively work...that the history of

Christianity is the history of innovative--and
unpredictable--adaptations." --The New York
Times Book Review "This is a landmark book.
Jenkin's thesis is comprehensively researched;
his analysis is full of insight; and his projection
of the future may indeed prove to be prophetic."
--Baptist Times "A valuable and provocative look
at the phenomenon widely ignored in the
affluent North but likely to be of enormous
importance in the century ahead.... The Next
Christendom is chillingly realistic about the
relationship between Christianity and Islam." --
Russell Shaw, Crisis "If the times demand
nothing less than a major rethinking of
contemporary global history from a Christian
perspective, The Next Christendom will be one
of the significant landmarks pointing the way." --
Mark Noll, Books & Culture
Atheist Delusions May 20 2023 Religious scholar
Hart argues that contemporary antireligious
polemics are based not only upon conceptual
confusions but upon facile simplifications of
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history and provides a powerful antidote to the
New Atheists' misrepresentations of the
Christian past.
100 Christian Women Who Changed the
Twentieth Century May 08 2022 From Elizabeth
Dole to Mary Kay, from Fanny Crosby to Annie
Dillard, here is a century of women who made a
difference. Great family reading.
How My Mind Has Changed Jun 08 2022 In
this book, which continues a renowned series of
essays published in the Christian Century,
thirteen prominent Christian theologians speak--
in unusually personal voices--of their journeys of
faith and of the questions that have shaped their
writing and scholarship. Reflecting a variety of
theological positions and approaches, these
essays feature decisive encounters with prayer,
scriptural tradition, struggles for justice, and
religious and cultural diversity. Some of these
"changes of mind" include a change in
denominational allegiance, others reflect a shift
in method or emphasis prompted by experiences

inside or outside the church. Some of the essays
display a long-term theological project that
unfolds or deepens in changing circumstances.
All display the renewed vitality of theology in the
postmodern context. Contributors include Paul
Griffiths, Sarah Coakley, Mark Noll, Nicholas
Wolterstorff, Carol Zaleski, Kathryn Tanner,
Scott Cairns, Robert Jenson, Emilie Townes,
Peter Ochs, David Ford, Douglas John Hall, and
Max Stackhouse.
To Change the Church May 27 2021 A New
York Times columnist and one of America’s
leading conservative thinkers considers Pope
Francis’s efforts to change the church he
governs in a book that is “must reading for every
Christian who cares about the fate of the West
and the future of global Christianity” (Rod
Dreher, author of The Benedict Option). Born
Jorge Mario Bergoglio in 1936, today Pope
Francis is the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic
Church. Pope Francis’s stewardship of the
Church, while perceived as a revelation by
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many, has provoked division throughout the
world. “If a conclave were to be held today,” one
Roman source told The New Yorker, “Francis
would be lucky to get ten votes.” In his “concise,
rhetorically agile…adroit, perceptive, gripping
account (The New York Times Book Review),
Ross Douthat explains why the particular debate
Francis has opened—over communion for the
divorced and the remarried—is so dangerous:
How it cuts to the heart of the larger argument
over how Christianity should respond to the
sexual revolution and modernity itself, how it
promises or threatens to separate the church
from its own deep past, and how it divides
Catholicism along geographical and cultural
lines. Douthat argues that the Francis era is a
crucial experiment for all of Western civilization,
which is facing resurgent external enemies (from
ISIS to Putin) even as it struggles with its own
internal divisions, its decadence, and self-doubt.
Whether Francis or his critics are right won’t
just determine whether he ends up as a hero or

a tragic figure for Catholics. It will determine
whether he’s a hero, or a gambler who’s
betraying both his church and his civilization
into the hands of its enemies. “A balanced look
at the struggle for the future of Catholicism…To
Change the Church is a fascinating look at the
church under Pope Francis” (Kirkus Reviews).
Engaging and provocative, this is “a pot-boiler of
a history that examines a growing ecclesial
crisis” (Washington Independent Review of
Books).
Virtually Christian Jan 21 2021 Using the
seminal anthropology of Rene Girard and
drawing out its radical implications Virtually
Christian reconfigures the traditional framework
of theology. Gone are the heavenly otherworld
and its metaphysical God. In their place is
revealed a God deeply implicated in the human
story and laboring with us for a transformed
earth. The identity and mission of Jesus become
fully understandable against this background.
The consequences for teaching and practice are
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enormous and especially relevant for emerging
church Christians. This book provides a vital
contemporary reading of both the gospel
message and classical Christian thought.
One Nation Under God Feb 02 2022 The
provocative and authoritative history of the
origins of Christian America in the New Deal era
We're often told that the United States is, was,
and always has been a Christian nation. But in
One Nation Under God, historian Kevin M. Kruse
reveals that the belief that America is
fundamentally and formally Christian originated
in the 1930s. To fight the "slavery" of FDR's New
Deal, businessmen enlisted religious activists in
a campaign for "freedom under God" that
culminated in the election of their ally Dwight
Eisenhower in 1952. The new president
revolutionized the role of religion in American
politics. He inaugurated new traditions like the
National Prayer Breakfast, as Congress added
the phrase "under God" to the Pledge of
Allegiance and made "In God We Trust" the

country's first official motto. Church
membership soon soared to an all-time high of
69 percent. Americans across the religious and
political spectrum agreed that their country was
"one nation under God." Provocative and
authoritative, One Nation Under God reveals
how an unholy alliance of money, religion, and
politics created a false origin story that
continues to define and divide American politics
to this day.
Making Sense of God Mar 18 2023 We live in
an age of skepticism. Our society places such
faith in empirical reason, historical progress,
and heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder:
Why should anyone believe in Christianity? What
role can faith and religion play in our modern
lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring new book,
pastor and New York Times bestselling author
Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that
Christianity is more relevant now than ever. As
human beings, we cannot live without meaning,
satisfaction, freedom, identity, justice, and hope.
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Christianity provides us with unsurpassed
resources to meet these needs. Written for both
the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making
Sense of God shines a light on the profound
value and importance of Christianity in our lives.
How People Grow Nov 13 2022 How People
Grow reveals why all growth is spiritual growth
and how you can grow in ways you never
thought possible. Our desire to grow runs deep.
Yet the issues in our lives and relationships that
we wish would change often stay the same, even
with our best efforts at spiritual growth. What
does it take to experience increasing strength
and depth in our spiritual walk, our marriages
and family lives and friendships, our personal
development--in everything life is about? And
how can we help others move into growth that is
profound and lasting? Unpacking the practical
and passionate theology that forms the backbone
of their counseling, Drs. Henry Cloud and John
Townsend shatter popular misconceptions about
how God operates to reveal how growth really

happens. You'll discover: What the essential
processes are that make people grow. How those
processes fit into a biblical understanding of
spiritual growth and theology. How spiritual
growth and real-life issues are one and the same.
What the responsibilities are of pastors,
counselors, and others who assist people in
growing What your own responsibilities are in
your personal growth. Shining focused light on
the great doctrines and themes of Christianity,
How People Grow helps you understand the
Bible in a way that will help you head with
confidence down the high road of growth in
Christ. Workbook also available.
Revivalism and Cultural Change Dec 15 2022
The history of Christianity in America has been
marked by recurring periods of religious revivals
or awakenings. In this book, George M. Thomas
addresses the economic and political context of
evangelical revivalism and its historical linkages
with economic expansion and Republicanism in
the nineteenth century. Thomas argues that
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large-scale change results in social movements
that articulate new organizations and definitions
of individual, society, authority, and cosmos.
Drawing on religious newspapers, party policies
and agendas, and quantitative analyses of voting
patterns and census data, he claims that
revivalism in this period framed the rules and
identities of the expanding market economy and
the national policy. "Subtle and complex. . . .
Fascinating."—Randolph Roth, Pennsylvania
History "[Revivalism and Cultural Change]
should be read with interest by those interested

in religious movements as well as the
connections among religion, economics, and
politics."—Charles L. Harper, Contemporary
Sociology "Readers old and new stand to gain
much from Thomas's sophisticated study of the
macrosociology of religion in the United States
during the nineteenth century. . . . He has given
the sociology of religion its best quantitative
study of revivalism since the close of the
1970s."—Journal for the Scientific Study of
Religion
What If Jesus Had Never Been Born? Jul 30 2021
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