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"One of the great political works of our time, a
book that ought to be required reading for every
American citizen. . . ." --San Francisco Bay
Guardian Drawing on their award-winning
reporting for the Louisiana State Penitentiary's

uncensored newsmagazine, The Angolite,
Wilbert Rideau and Ron Wikberg present the
stark reality of life behind bars and the human,
political, and fiscal costs of our long-running war
on crime. Lori Waselchuk explores the humanity
of the incarcerated through gripping
photographs of Louisiana State Penitentiary at
Angola's new hospice program. With her
characteristic brilliance, grace and radical
audacity, Angela Y. Davis has put the case for
the latest abolition movement in American life:
the abolition of the prison. As she quite correctly
notes, American life is replete with abolition
movements, and when they were engaged in
these struggles, their chances of success seemed
almost unthinkable. For generations of
Americans, the abolition of slavery was sheerest
illusion. Similarly,the entrenched system of
racial segregation seemed to last forever, and
generations lived in the midst of the practice,
with few predicting its passage from custom.
The brutal, exploitative (dare one say lucrative?)



convict-lease system that succeeded formal
slavery reaped millions to southern jurisdictions
(and untold miseries for tens of thousands of
men, and women). Few predicted its passing
from the American penal landscape. Davis
expertly argues how social movements
transformed these social, political and cultural
institutions, and made such practices untenable.
In Are Prisons Obsolete?, Professor Davis seeks
to illustrate that the time for the prison is
approaching an end. She argues forthrightly for
"decarceration", and argues for the
transformation of the society as a whole. In the
1980s alone, some 100 periodicals were
published by and for inmates of America's
prisons. Unlike their peers who passed their
sentences stamping out licence plates, these
convicts spent their days like reporters in any
community - looking for the story. Yet their own
story, the lengthy history of their unique brand
of journalism, remained largely unknown. In this
volume James McGrath Morris seeks to address

the history of this medium, the lives of the men
and women who brought it to life, and the
controversies that often surround it. The
Powerful, Poignant Story of Love, Courage, and
Redemption from Death Row, Where an
Indomitable Woman Challenged Corruption in
Order to Free her Husband When TV reporter
Jodie Sinclair went to the Louisiana State
Penitentiary, also known as the Death House at
Angola, in 1981, she expected to report about
the death penalty and leave. She never expected
to fall in love. Billy Sinclair was an inmate at
Angola, sent there for an accidental murder
during a robbery gone wrong. After facing a trial
which was skewed against him and being
sentenced to death, he saw first-hand the
corruption and abuse rife in the criminal justice
system, and he began an unrelenting crusade for
reform. When the pair married by proxy a year
after meeting, Jodie took up Billy’s fight. From
then on, she lived with one foot in the outside
world and one in the complex and dehumanizing



bureaucracy of the prison world. This incredible
memoir tracks her heroic twenty-five-year fight
to save her husband from dying in prison, the
professional setbacks she suffered for marrying
a prisoner, and a pardons scandal in which she
wore a wire for the FBI to help her husband
expose corruption in the criminal justice system
leading all the way to the governor's office,
which put a target on Billy's back. It is the
uplifting true story of a woman who stood by her
man, and in doing so, exposed the horrors of our
criminal justice system and became a voice for
all those who have loved ones behind bars. Filled
with quotes from men and women prisoners and
Kornfeld's own anecdotes, Cellblock Visions
shows how these artists, most of them having no
previous training, turn to their work for a sense
of self-worth, an opportunity to vent rage, or a
way to find peace. We see how the artists deal
with the cramped space, limited light, and
narrow vistas of their prison studios, and how
the security bans on many art supplies lead them

to ingenious resourcefulness, as in extracting
color from shampoo and weaving with cigarette
wrappers. Kornfeld covers the traditional prison
arts, such as soap carving and tattoo, and
devotes a major section to painting, where we
see miniatures depicting themes of alienation
and escape, idyllic landscapes framed by bars,
portraits of women living in a fantasy world,
large canvasses filled with erotic and religious
symbolism and violent action. The brief, vivid
biographies of each artist portray that
individual's experience of crime, prison, and art
itself. Throughout the twentieth century, even
the harshest prison systems in the United States
were rather porous. Incarcerated people were
regularly released from prison for Christmas
holidays; the wives of incarcerated men could
visit for seventy-two hours relatively
unsupervised; and governors routinely
commuted the sentences of people convicted of
murder. By the 1990s, these practices had
become rarer as politicians and the media—in



contrast to corrections officials—described the
public as potential victims who required
constant protection against the threat of
violence. In A Wall Is Just a Wall Reiko Hillyer
focuses on gubernatorial clemency, furlough,
and conjugal visits to examine the origins and
decline of practices that allowed incarcerated
people to transcend prison boundaries.
Illuminating prisoners’ lived experiences as they
suffered, critiqued, survived, and resisted
changing penal practices, she shows that the
current impermeability of the prison is a recent,
uneven, and contested phenomenon. By tracking
the “thickening” of prison walls, Hillyer
historicizes changing ideas of risk, the growing
bipartisan acceptance of permanent exile and
fixing the convicted at the moment of their crime
as a form of punishment, and prisoners’ efforts
to resist. In 1961, young, black, eighth-grade
dropout Wilbert Rideau despaired of his small-
town future in the segregated deep south of
America. He set out to rob the local bank and

after a bungled robbery he killed the bank teller,
a fifty-year-old white female. He was arrested
and gave a full confession. When we meet
Rideau he has just been sentenced to death row,
from where he embarks on an extraordinary
journey. He is imprisoned at Angola, the most
violent prison in America, where brutality,
sexual slavery and local politics confine
prisoners in ways that bars alone cannot. Yet
Rideau breaks through all this and finds hope
and meaning, becoming editor of the prison
magazine, going on to win national journalism
awards. Full of gritty realism and potent in its
evocation of a life condemned, Rideau goes far
beyond the traditional prison memoir and
reveals an emotionally wrought and magical
conclusion to his forty-four years in prison. From
the acclaimed author of Death in the Air ("Not
since Devil in the White City has a book told
such a harrowing tale"--Douglas Preston) comes
the riveting story of the birth of criminal
investigation in the twentieth century. Berkeley,



California, 1933. In a lab filled with curiosities--
beakers, microscopes, Bunsen burners, and
hundreds upon hundreds of books--sat an
investigator who would go on to crack at least
two thousand cases in his forty-year career.
Known as the "American Sherlock Holmes,"
Edward Oscar Heinrich was one of America's
greatest--and first--forensic scientists, with an
uncanny knack for finding clues, establishing
evidence, and deducing answers with a skill that
seemed almost supernatural. Heinrich was one
of the nation's first expert witnesses, working in
a time when the turmoil of Prohibition led to
sensationalized crime reporting and only a small,
systematic study of evidence. However with his
brilliance, and commanding presence in both the
courtroom and at crime scenes, Heinrich
spearheaded the invention of a myriad of new
forensic tools that police still use today,
including blood spatter analysis, ballistics, lie-
detector tests, and the use of fingerprints as
courtroom evidence. His work, though not

without its serious--some would say fatal--flaws,
changed the course of American criminal
investigation. Based on years of research and
thousands of never-before-published primary
source materials, American Sherlock captures
the life of the man who pioneered the science
our legal system now relies upon--as well as the
limits of those techniques and the very human
experts who wield them. San Quentin State
Prison, California’s oldest prison and the
nation’s largest, is notorious for once holding
America’s most dangerous prisoners. But in
2008, the Bastille-by-the-Bay became a beacon
for rehabilitation through the prisoner-run
newspaper the San Quentin News. Prison Truth
tells the story of how prisoners, many serving
life terms, transformed the prison climate from
what Johnny Cash called a living hell to an
environment that fostered positive change in
inmates’ lives. Award-winning journalist William
J. Drummond takes us behind bars, introducing
us to Arnulfo García, the visionary prisoner who



led the revival of the newspaper. Drummond
describes how the San Quentin News, after a
twenty-year shutdown, was recalled to life under
an enlightened warden and the small group of
local retired newspaper veterans serving as
advisers, which Drummond joined in 2012.
Sharing how officials cautiously and often
unwittingly allowed the newspaper to tell the
stories of the incarcerated, Prison Truth
illustrates the power of prison media to
humanize the experiences of people inside
penitentiary walls and to forge alliances with
social justice networks seeking reform. One of
the few studies of its kind, this political history
of the Louisiana penal system from its origin to
the near-present places heavy-emphasis on the
development of penal policy and shows how the
vicissitudes of the system have reflected the
prevailing social, economic, and political views
of the state as a whole. The author traces
Louisiana’s doleful history of convict leasing
from 1844 to 1901 and provides a close look at

the machinations of the notorious Major Samuel
L. James, who controlled the state penal system
for more than thirty brutal years. Professor
Carleton analyzes the effects of the Huey Long
regime and the heel-slashings of the 1950s
which brought the penitentiary the label of
“America’s Worst Prison.” Finally, he traces the
slow, uphill battle of those interested in better
treatment and preparatory rehabilitation for
state prisoners. “At its worst,” says Carleton,
Louisiana’s penal system “has been a barbaric
and exploitative form of state slavery. . . . At best
it has been a progressive correctional institution,
administered by professional penologists with
little or no interference from penal reactionaries
or politicians.” Politics and Punishment is a
significant contribution to penal historiography
and will no doubt serve as a model for similar
studies in the field. "I can think of no authors
more qualified to research the complex impact of
life sentences than Marc Mauer and Ashley
Nellis. They have the expertise to track down the



information that all citizens need to know and
the skills to translate that research into
accessible and powerful prose." —Heather Ann
Thompson, author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning
Blood in the Water From the author of the
classic Race to Incarcerate, a forceful and
necessary argument for eliminating life
sentences, including profiles of six people
directly impacted by life sentences by formerly
incarcerated author Kerry Myers Most Western
democracies have few or no people serving life
sentences, yet here in the United States more
than 200,000 people are sentenced to such
prison terms. Marc Mauer and Ashley Nellis of
The Sentencing Project argue that there is no
practical or moral justification for a sentence
longer than twenty years. Harsher sentences
have been shown to have little effect on crime
rates, since people "age out" of crime—meaning
that we're spending a fortune on geriatric care
for older prisoners who pose little threat to
public safety. Extreme punishment for serious

crime also has an inflationary effect on
sentences across the spectrum, helping to
account for severe mandatory minimums and
other harsh punishments. A thoughtful and
stirring call to action, The Meaning of Life also
features moving profiles of a half dozen people
affected by life sentences, written by former
"lifer" and award-winning writer Kerry Myers.
The book will tie in to a campaign spearheaded
by The Sentencing Project and offers a much-
needed road map to a more humane criminal
justice system. 2022 Mystery Writers of America
Edgar Award Finalist The author of eighteen
spellbinding detective novels set on the Navajo
Nation, Tony Hillerman simultaneously
transformed a traditional genre and unlocked
the mysteries of the Navajo culture to an
audience of millions. His best-selling novels
added Navajo Tribal Police detectives Joe
Leaphorn and Jim Chee to the pantheon of
American fictional detectives. Morris offers a
balanced portrait of Hillerman’s personal and



professional life and provides a timely
appreciation of his work. In intimate detail,
Morris captures the author’s early years in
Depression-era Oklahoma; his near-death
experience in World War II; his sixty-year
marriage to Marie; his family life, including six
children, five of them adopted; his work in the
trenches of journalism; his affliction with PTSD
and its connection to his enchantment with
Navajo spirituality; and his ascension as one of
America’s best-known writers of mysteries.
Further, Morris uncovers the almost accidental
invention of Hillerman’s iconic detective Joe
Leaphorn and the circumstances that led to the
addition of Jim Chee as his partner. Hillerman’s
novels were not without controversy. Morris
examines the charges of cultural appropriation
leveled at the author toward the end of his life.
Yet, for many readers, including many Native
Americans, Hillerman deserves critical acclaim
for his knowledgeable and sensitive portrayal of
Diné (Navajo) history, culture, and identity. At

the time of Hillerman’s death, more than 20
million copies of his books were in print, and his
novels inspired Robert Redford to adapt several
of them to film. In weaving together all the
elements of Hillerman’s life, Morris drew on the
untapped collection of the author’s papers,
extensive archival research, interviews with
friends, colleagues, and family, as well as travel
in the Navajo Nation. Filled with never-before-
told anecdotes and fresh insights, Tony
Hillerman will thrill the author’s fans and
awaken new interest in his life and literary
legacy. "Angola Prison is the largest and one of
the most notorious state prisons in the United
States, built into a slave plantation that
Louisiana bought in 1901. It has also been the
most musically significant. Following a
documentary film project, author Benjamin J.
Harbert visited Angola, gathered oral histories,
and conducted archival research to piece
together an account of how prisoners and the
administration have used music for over 120



years. The book brings together well-known
musicians who served time there, including Lead
Belly, Charles Neville, and James Booker, as well
as a litany of musicians who made significant
contributions to the prison's music scene only to
die there or unable to establish careers upon
release. Instrument of the State: A Century of
Music in Louisiana State Penitentiary traces how
musicians find small but essential freedoms by
playing jazz, R&B, country, gospel, rock, and
fusion. In doing so, Harbert expands folkloric
definitions of "prison music." The book considers
the broader musicality of the prison as a way of
understanding state power and the fragments of
hope and joy that remain in its wake. Music
connects to the prison's shifting and often
conflicting missions: rehabilitation, slavery, and
abandonment. The perspectives of incarcerated
musicians will reveal how music responds to
violence, reform, prisoner rights, sensationalism,
and power through the twentieth century.
Instrument of the State is an indictment of the

brutality of prison, its disproportionate effects
on African-Americans, and the desperate
profiteering of a deliberately underfunded state
agency"-- “An unforgettable look at the peculiar
horrors and humiliations involved in solitary
confinement” from the prisoners who have
survived it (New York Review of Books). On any
given day, the United States holds more than
eighty-thousand people in solitary confinement,
a punishment that—beyond fifteen days—has
been denounced as a form of cruel and
degrading treatment by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Torture. Now, in a book that will
add a startling new dimension to the debates
around human rights and prison reform, former
and current prisoners describe the devastating
effects of isolation on their minds and bodies,
the solidarity expressed between individuals who
live side by side for years without ever meeting
one another face to face, the ever-present
specters of madness and suicide, and the
struggle to maintain hope and humanity. As



Chelsea Manning wrote from her own solitary
confinement cell, “The personal accounts by
prisoners are some of the most disturbing that I
have ever read.” These firsthand accounts are
supplemented by the writing of noted experts,
exploring the psychological, legal, ethical, and
political dimensions of solitary confinement. “Do
we really think it makes sense to lock so many
people alone in tiny cells for twenty-three hours
a day, for months, sometimes for years at a
time? That is not going to make us safer. That’s
not going to make us stronger.” —President
Barack Obama “Elegant but harrowing.” —San
Francisco Chronicle “A potent cry of anguish
from men and women buried way down in the
hole.” —Kirkus Reviews Prison studies has
experienced a period of great creativity in recent
years, and this collection draws together some of
the field's most exciting and innovative
contemporary critical writers in order to engage
directly with one of the most profound questions
in penology - why prison? In addressing this

question, the authors connect contemporary
penological thought with an enquiry that has
received the attention of some of the greatest
thinkers on punishment in the past. Through
critical exploration of the theories, policies and
practices of imprisonment, the authors analyse
why prison persists and why prisoner
populations are rapidly rising in many countries.
Collectively, the chapters provide not only a
sophisticated diagnosis and critique of global
hyper-incarceration but also suggest principles
and strategies that could be adopted to radically
reduce our reliance upon imprisonment.
Presents opposing viewpoints about prison
issues. Includes critical thinking skill activities
and a list of organizations to contact. When
Travis Boyette is paroled because of inoperable
brain tumor, for the first time in his life, he
decides to do the right thing and tell police
about a crime he committed and another man is
about to be executed for. Every year between
1998 to 2020 except one, Louisiana had the



highest per capita rate of incarceration in the
nation and thus the world. This is the first
detailed account of Louisiana's unprecedented
turn to mass incarceration from 1970 to 2020.
Through extensive research, Lydia Pelot-Hobbs
illuminates how policy makers enlarged
Louisiana's carceral infrastructures with new
prisons and jail expansions alongside the bulking
up of police and prosecutorial power. At the
same time, these infrastructures were the
products of multiscalar crises: the swings of
global oil capitalism, liberal federal court and
policy interventions, the rise of neoliberal
governance and law-and-order austerity, and
racist and patriarchal moral panics surrounding
"crime." However, these crises have also created
fertile space for anticarceral social movements.
From incarcerated people filing conditions of
confinement lawsuits and Angola activists
challenging life without parole to grassroots
organizers struggling to shrink the New Orleans
jail following Hurricane Katrina and LGBTQ

youth of color organizing against police sexual
violence, grassroots movements stretch us
toward new geographies of freedom in the
lineage of abolition democracy. Understanding
Louisiana's carceral crisis extends our
understanding of the interplay between the
crises of mass criminalization and racial
capitalism while highlighting the conditions of
possibility for dismantling carceral power in all
its forms. A searing anatomy of a New Orleans
murder trial and a system of justice gone wrong.
In a New Orleans supermarket parking lot in the
fall of 1984 ,two disparate lives become
inextricably bound for the next fourteen years.
The first, the life of Delores Dye, a white
housewife and grandmother. The second, a
young black man with a gun in hand. Moments
following their maybe not so chance encounter,
Mrs. Dye lay dead on the sunbaked macadam,
and the killer had made off with her purse, her
groceries, and her car. Four days later, following
a tip, authorities arrested a known drug dealer



and father of five named Curtis Kyles. Kyles
would then be tried for Mrs. Dye's murder an
unprecedented five times, though he maintained
his innocence throughout each trial. Convicted
and sentenced to death in his second trial, he
would spend fourteen years on death row. After
a fifth jury was unable to reach a verdict, New
Orleans Parish District Attorney Harry Connick,
Sr., finally conceded defeat and dropped the
murder charge. But the case slowly yielded a
deeper drama: The crime turned out to have
been the side effect of an intricately plotted act
of revenge. That police and prosecutors may
have been complicit in the vengeance that
framed Kyles cuts to the heart of a system of
justice for Southern blacks in the era since lynch
mobs were shamed into obsolescence. A
compellingly written legal drama that has at its
heart passionate intrigue and justice gone awry.
Desire Street is a 2006 Edgar Award Nominee
for Best Fact Crime. “Eleanor Henderson is in
possession of an enormous talent which she has

matched up with skill, ambition, and a fierce
imagination. The resulting novel, Ten Thousand
Saints, is the best thing I’ve read in a long time.”
—Ann Patchett, bestselling author of Bel Canto
and State of Wonder A sweeping,
multigenerational drama, set against the
backdrop of the raw, roaring New York City
during the late 1980s, Ten Thousand Saints
triumphantly heralds the arrival a remarkable
new writer. Eleanor Henderson makes a truly
stunning debut with a novel that is part coming
of age, part coming to terms, immediately
joining the ranks of The Emperor’s Children by
Claire Messud and Jonathan Lethem’s The
Fortress of Solitude. Adoption, teen pregnancy,
drugs, hardcore punk rock, the unbridled
optimism and reckless stupidity of the
young—and old—are all major elements in this
heart-aching tale of the son of diehard hippies
and his strange odyssey through the extremes of
late 20th century youth culture. This book is
about murder - in life and in art - and about how



we look at it and feel about it. At the centre of
Wendy Lesser's investigation is a legal case in
which a federal court judge was asked to decide
whether a gas chamber execution would be
broadcast on public television. Lesser conducts
us through the proceedings, pausing along the
way to reflect on the circumstances of violent
death in our culture. Her book is also a
meditation on murder in a civilized society -
what we make of it in law, morality and art. This
“important and timely” (Drew Faust, Harvard
Magazine) #1 New York Times bestseller
examines the legacy of slavery in America—and
how both history and memory continue to shape
our everyday lives. Beginning in his hometown of
New Orleans, Clint Smith leads the reader on an
unforgettable tour of monuments and
landmarks—those that are honest about the past
and those that are not—that offer an
intergenerational story of how slavery has been
central in shaping our nation's collective history,
and ourselves. It is the story of the Monticello

Plantation in Virginia, the estate where Thomas
Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent
need for liberty while enslaving more than four
hundred people. It is the story of the Whitney
Plantation, one of the only former plantations
devoted to preserving the experience of the
enslaved people whose lives and work sustained
it. It is the story of Angola, a former plantation-
turned-maximum-security prison in Louisiana
that is filled with Black men who work across
the 18,000-acre land for virtually no pay. And it
is the story of Blandford Cemetery, the final
resting place of tens of thousands of Confederate
soldiers. A deeply researched and transporting
exploration of the legacy of slavery and its
imprint on centuries of American history, How
the Word Is Passed illustrates how some of our
country's most essential stories are hidden in
plain view—whether in places we might drive by
on our way to work, holidays such as Juneteenth,
or entire neighborhoods like downtown
Manhattan, where the brutal history of the trade



in enslaved men, women, and children has been
deeply imprinted. Informed by scholarship and
brought to life by the story of people living
today, Smith's debut work of nonfiction is a
landmark of reflection and insight that offers a
new understanding of the hopeful role that
memory and history can play in making sense of
our country and how it has come to be. Winner
of the National Book Critics Circle Award for
Nonfiction Winner of the Stowe Prize Winner of
2022 Hillman Prize for Book Journalism A New
York Times 10 Best Books of 2021 Every year
between 1998 to 2020 except one, Louisiana had
the highest per capita rate of incarceration in
the nation and thus the world. This is the first
detailed account of Louisiana's unprecedented
turn to mass incarceration from 1970 to 2020.
Through extensive research, Lydia Pelot-Hobbs
illuminates how policy makers enlarged
Louisiana's carceral infrastructures with new
prisons and jail expansions alongside the bulking
up of police and prosecutorial power. At the

same time, these infrastructures were the
products of multiscalar crises: the swings of
global oil capitalism, liberal federal court and
policy interventions, the rise of neoliberal
governance and law-and-order austerity, and
racist and patriarchal moral panics surrounding
"crime." However, these crises have also created
fertile space for anticarceral social movements.
From incarcerated people filing conditions of
confinement lawsuits and Angola activists
challenging life without parole to grassroots
organizers struggling to shrink the New Orleans
jail following Hurricane Katrina and LGBTQ
youth of color organizing against police sexual
violence, grassroots movements stretch us
toward new geographies of freedom in the
lineage of abolition democracy. Understanding
Louisiana's carceral crisis extends our
understanding of the interplay between the
crises of mass criminalization and racial
capitalism while highlighting the conditions of
possibility for dismantling carceral power in all



its forms. “An uncommonly powerful memoir
about four decades in confinement . . . A
profound book about friendship [and] solitary
confinement in the United States.” —New York
Times Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the
National Book Award Solitary is the
unforgettable life story of a man who served
more than four decades in solitary
confinement—in a 6-foot by 9-foot cell, twenty-
three hours a day, in Louisiana’s notorious
Angola prison—all for a crime he did not commit.
That Albert Woodfox survived at all was a feat of
extraordinary endurance. That he emerged
whole from his odyssey within America’s prison
and judicial systems is a triumph of the human
spirit. While behind bars in his early twenties,
Albert was inspired to join the Black Panther
Party because of its social commitment and code
of living. He was serving a fifty-year sentence in
Angola for armed robbery when, on April 17,
1972, a white guard was killed. Albert and
another member of the Panthers were accused

of the crime and immediately put in solitary
confinement. Without a shred of evidence
against them, their trial was a sham of justice.
Decades passed before Albert was finally
released in February 2016. Sustained by the
solidarity of two fellow Panthers, Albert turned
his anger into activism and resistance. The
Angola 3, as they became known, resolved never
to be broken by the corruption that effectively
held them for decades as political prisoners.
Solitary is a clarion call to reform the
inhumanity of solitary confinement in the United
States and around the world. When Texas Prison
Scams Religion exposes corruption in the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice, especially in the
abuse of religion. In many ways, this book is a
literature review of 1,800-plus works that
defends freedom of conscience in prison while
exposing the unconstitutionality of the seminary
program that “buys faith with favor” from
prisoners. The state veritably ordains the
prisoner a “Field Minister” that represents the



offices of the Governor, TDCJ Director, and
wardens throughout the prison. Therein, TDCJ
lies about neutrality in a program all about
Christian missions and lies again in falsely
certifying elementary Bible students as
counselors. Why is the director sponsoring
psychopaths counseling psychopaths? In fact,
TDCJ pays $314 million a year to UTMB for
psychiatric care and receives not a single report
of the care given, and worse, for UTMB
generates no reports itself. The underbelly
TDCJ’s executive culture of cover up is exposed.
TDCJ has hired the lowest qualified of the
applicant pool many times in the last 25 years
and regularly destroys statistics on violence.
TDCJ Dir. Collier led the prison to model
Louisiana Warden Burl Cain, the most scandal-
ridden in penal history according to a host of
published news stories for 20 years. Therein,
Collier led TDCJ to favor the smallest segment of
religious society within Evangelical
Dominionism. Texas has no business endorsing

the truth of any religion over another. We close
with a proposal that utilizes the 400,000,000
hours of officer contact over ten years as a
definitive influence in contrast to a
commissioner that spends less than 10 minutes
on each decision. Maness has been lobbying
Austin for 15 years to definitively access staff for
his “100,000 Mothers’ 1% Certainty Parole
Texas Constitutional Amendment,” which would
revolutionize prison culture and save Texans
millions of the dollars. Formerly known as
America's bloodiest prison, the 18,000 acres that
comprise Louisiana's Angola State Penitentiary
are now home to 5,000 inmates, a full range of
seasonal crops, a 9-hole golf course, yearly
rodeos, a Bible seminary, a museum, and much
more. All of this came into being at the behest of
Warden Burl Cain, who is now the longest-
standing warden in the history of Angola prison.
Under his leadership, the inmate population of
5,000 has gone from regular knife fights to Bible
studies. Cain is a strong believer in the ability of



the gospel to turn the most incorrigible of
sinners into productive, moral citizens. Because
eight out of ten prisoners are serving life
sentences without parole at Angola, Cain has
taken upon himself the task of making the lives
of these prisoners productive and educational.
Through a partnership with New Orleans Baptist
Seminary, prisoners have the opportunity to get
a bible degree and even be transferred to other
prisons as a missionary. The Angola
phenomenon has been covered by such media
outlets as: Time Magazine, Christianity Today,
and in the award-winning film documentary, The
Farm: Angola, USA. Author Dennis Shere
combines his background in journalism and law
to bring readers this account of redemption and
life change in the most unlikely of places: a
maximum security prison. This book offers an
interdisciplinary analysis of how contemporary
American prison narratives reflect and produce
ideologies of masculinity in the United States,
and in so doing, compellingly engages popular

culture in order to demonstrate the profound
ways in which implicit understandings of prison
life shape all Americans, and their reactions to
people both incarcerated and not. A major
American novel, and arguably the finest work of
literature ever to emerge from a US prison, On
the Yard is a book of penetrating psychological
realism in which Malcolm Braly paints an
unforgettable picture of the complex and
frightening world of the penitentiary. At its
center are the violently intertwined stories of
Chilly Willy, in trouble with the law from his
earliest years and now the head of the prison’s
flourishing black market in drugs and sex, and of
Paul, wracked with guilt for the murder of his
wife and desperate for some kind of redemption.
At once brutal and tender, clear-eyed and rueful,
On the Yard presents the penitentiary not as an
exotic location, an exception to everyday reality,
but as an ordinary place, one every reader will
recognize, American to the core. Written by an
inmate serving 45 years for a drug conviction



when he was 23, this is an in-depth view living
behind bars from the perspective of prisoners
themselves. Sections of the book are based on
length of imprisonment. Prisoners in Fort Dix,
N.J., detail their unique experiences, thoughts,
and feelings about life on the inside. Some
describe the actions that lead to their
confinement, or detail the complexities of living
in all-male communities. Others reveal the ways
they cope with their terms, or the expectations
they have for life after prison. Santos offers the
gripping stories of men serving a variety of
terms, providing commentary and analysis as he
guides readers through the prison experience.
How men adjust to their confinement, and how
they utilize their time while serving their
sentences, can be a predictor of future success
or failure both in prison and society upon their
release. Through these often-difficult accounts,
readers gain a greater understanding of what it
means to be a prisoner, and how the system
itself can contribute to both positive adjustment

and negative outcomes alike. In fascinating
detail, Dying to Tell gives us an in-depth look at
different kinds of criminal deaths: ...the
absolutely senseless slaying of a young
correctional officer under the guise of racial
retribution in a tragic situation unthinkably
manipulated for personal gain ... three deaths in
the prison homosexual protection dormitory
underscoring just how far lonely inmates will go
in their search for a little human warmth and
caring ... the electrocution of a careless young
outlaw devoid of human feeling whose bracelet
tattoo had a skull for every victim ...two
questionable deaths blamed on a Vietnam
combat vet suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder as one of that war's most distressing
and long-lasting legacies ...and the death of a
frail little inmate who absolutely died of despair
because of an uncaring and unresponsive state
administration. All these deaths revolved around
Louisiana's infamous sprawling state
penitentiary called Angola, and all of the victims



had to die to make us listen to their stories. And
it is only by using these stories to lead us to a
deeper understanding of crime and criminal
offenders that we give meaning to these victims'
lives and ensure that their sacrifices not be in
vain. Sentenced to death in 1965 at age twenty
for an unpremeditated murder during the
bungled holdup of a convenience store, Billy
Wayne spent his first seven prison years on
death row. When the death penalty was
abolished, his sentence was life. Three-and-a-
half decades later, Billy Wayne is still behind
bars—feared by many politicians and prison
officials for his well-known incorruptibility and
unrelenting crusade for prison reform. This is his
memoir. A Life in the Balance begins with an
almost unbearable account of his early
years—when he was so abused by his father one
wonders how he survived—and his “escape” into
a crowd of hooligans, which led him to the
fateful day in 1965 when he held up the
convenience store. His story takes you behind

the metal doors of the Angola State Penitentiary
to reveal the brutal truth of life inside. Here you
will meet Billy Ray, Billy Wayne’s blood brother;
old Emmitt Henderson, who died of prison
neglect; Jamie Parks, a seventeen-year-old kid
whose fate was sealed the day he arrived in
Angola; Big Mick, who ran drugs in the prison to
earn money to put his handicapped sister
through college; Wilbert Rideau, Billy Wayne’s
coeditor on The Angolite; the Dixie Mafia; and
Richard Clark Hand, the young lawyer who took
on Billy Wayne’s case and has been fighting for
his release for thirty years. Never before had
Daniel Bergner seen a spectacle as bizarre as
the one he had come to watch that Sunday in
October. Murderers, rapists, and armed robbers
were competing in the annual rodeo at Angola,
the grim maximum-security penitentiary in
Louisiana. The convicts, sentenced to life
without parole, were thrown, trampled, and
gored by bucking bulls and broncos before
thousands of cheering spectators. But amid the



brutality of this gladiatorial spectacle Bergner
caught surprising glimpses of exaltation, hints of
triumphant skill. The incongruity of seeing hope
where one would expect only hopelessness, self-
control in men who were there because they'd
had none, sparked an urgent quest in him.
Having gained unlimited and unmonitored
access, Bergner spent an unflinching year inside
the harsh world of Angola. He forged
relationships with seven prisoners who left an
indelible impression on him. There's Johnny
Brooks, seemingly a latter-day Stepin Fetchit,
who, while washing the warden's car, longs to be
a cowboy and to marry a woman he meets on the
rodeo grounds. Then there's Danny Fabre,
locked up for viciously beating a woman to
death, now struggling to bring his reading skills
up to a sixth-grade level. And Terry Hawkins,
haunted nightly by the ghost of his victim, a
ghost he tries in vain to exorcise in a prison
church that echoes with the cries of convicts
talking in tongues. Looming front and center is

Warden Burl Cain, the larger-than-life ruler of
Angola who quotes both Jesus and Attila the
Hun, declares himself a prophet, and declaims
that redemption is possible for even the most
depraved criminal. Cain welcomes Bergner in,
and so begins a journey that takes the author
deep into a forgotten world and forces him to
question his most closely held beliefs. The
climax of his story is as unexpected as it is
wrenching. Rendered in luminous prose, God of
the Rodeo is an exploration of the human spirit,
yielding in the process a searing portrait of a
place that will be impossible to forget and a
group of men, guilty of unimaginable crimes,
desperately seeking a moment of grace. "In
recent decades, life imprisonment without the
possibility of parole (LWOP) has developed into a
distinctive penal form in the United States, one
firmly entrenched in US policy-making, judicial
and prosecutorial decision-making, correctional
practice, and public discourse. LWOP is now a
routine part of contemporary US criminal



justice, even engrained in the nation's cultural
imaginary, but how it came to be so remains in
question. Fifty years ago, imprisoning a person
until death was an extraordinary sentence;
today, it accounts for an increasing percentage
of all US prisoners. What explains the shifts in
penal practice and the social imagination by
which we have become accustomed to
imprisoning individuals until death without any
reevaluation or reasonable expectation of
release? Combining a wide historical lens with
detailed state- and institutional-level research,
Death by Prison offers a provocative new
foundation for questioning this deeply
problematic practice that has escaped close
scrutiny for too long. The rise of life without
parole, this book demonstrates, is not simply a
matter of growth: it is a phenomenon of change,
inclusive of changes in definitions, practices, and
meanings. Death by Prison shows that the
complex processes by which life without parole
became imprisonment until death and perpetual

confinement became a routine part of American
punishment must be understood not only in
terms of punitive attitudes and political efforts
but as a matter of background conditions and
transformations in penal institutions. The book
also reveals how the social and sociological
relevance of life without parole extends beyond
its punitive element: imbued in the history of life
without parole are a variety of forms of
disregard--for human dignity, for social
consequences, and for the myriad
responsibilities that go along with state
punishment"--
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