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The Myth of the West Feb 27 2021 The subject of this fascinating book
is the rise, flourishing, and decline of the heliotropic myth, the centuries-
old belief that all history is a succession of great civilizations developing,
like the movement of the sun, from the East to the West. America is in
this vision the last empire, indeed, the fulfillment of history. Esteemed
historian Jan Willem Schulte Nordholt draws on works of world poetry
and other sources in describing the importance of the heliotropic myth
and shows how the expectation of a final completion of history gave
meaning and coherence to our civilization and how the mythic yearning
for a better world drove our ancestors to distant lands ever farther
westward. Now in the twentieth century, with all western horizons gone
and the realities of societal life - even in America - not so utopian, we no
longer dare to believe in the values of the West and prefer to live instead
with an extraordinarily tolerant cultural relativism. With the approach of
the new millennium - once predicted by the heliotropic myth to be a time
of brilliant living - Schulte Nordholt's work not only offers a perspective
that will enhance all areas of study in American and world history, but
provokes a fresh desire for the real meaning of human history.
The Significance of the Western Myth in modern America Jan 21
2023 Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject American Studies
- Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 2,0, University of Paderborn
(Institut für Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Pro-Seminar 'The American
Frontier', language: English, abstract: In this term paper I’m going to
answer the question if the Western Myth and the idea of an American
Frontier are still current topics in modern day America. The glorified
myth of a frontier moving faster and faster into the unknown is deeply
rooted in the heads of the American people, since the first settlers moved
westwards, over hundred-fifty years ago. It had an enormous impact on
America’s history and on its national identity. But can this idea of a
frontier still be found today, or is it just a historically important, but
today mostly unappealing episode in recent history books? Furthermore,
I will try to find an answer where hints and connections to the myth of
the Old West - with its cowboys, lonesome riders and sheriffs - can be
found in modern American culture. Are those images of the wild,
deserted West still topical and influential, and if so, where. In which
parts of life and culture can they be found, or are the Old West and the
Western Myth just outdated? I’m going to carry out my researches about
this topic with the help of the books ‘The American frontier – Go West,
young man’ by Prof. Dr. Michael Porsche, ‘The frontier in American
History’ by Frederick Jackson Turner, ‘The Wild West: Myth and History’
by Alexander Emmerich and several internet sources to illustrate and
prove my theses. At the end of this term paper I hope to be able to point
out, in which parts of everyday life in modern America references to the
myth of the Wild West and the American Frontier can be found and
which significance they have.
Myth and the American Experience Mar 30 2021
Myth, Magic and Mystery Mar 11 2022 A collection of works of well-

known children's book illustrators such as N.C. Wyeth, Chris Van
Allsburg, Maurice Sendak, Dr. Seuss, Edward Gorey, Tomi Ungerer, and
others
Cormac McCarthy and the Myth of American Exceptionalism Jan
26 2021 This overview of McCarthy’s published work to date, including:
the short stories he published as a student, his novels, stage play and TV
film script, locates him as a icocolastic writer, engaged in deconstructing
America’s vision of itself as a nation with an exceptionalist role in the
world. Introductory chapters outline his personal background and the
influences on his early years in Tennessee whilst each of his works is
dealt with in a separate chapter listed in chronological order of
publication.
Growing Up with America May 13 2022 When D. H. Lawrence wrote his
classic study of American literature, he claimed that youth was the “true
myth” of America. Beginning from this assertion, Emily A. Murphy traces
the ways that youth began to embody national hopes and fears at a time
when the United States was transitioning to a new position of world
power. In the aftermath of World War II, persistent calls for the nation to
“grow up” and move beyond innocence became common, and the child
that had long served as a symbol of the nation was suddenly discarded in
favor of a rebellious adolescent. This era marked the beginning of a crisis
of identity, where literary critics and writers both sought to redefine U.S.
national identity in light of the nation’s new global position. The figure of
the adolescent is central to an understanding of U.S. national identity,
both past and present, and of the cultural forms (e.g., literature) that
participate in the ongoing process of representing the diverse
experiences of Americans. In tracing the evolution of this youthful figure,
Murphy revisits classics of American literature, including J. D. Salinger’s
The Catcher in the Rye and Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita, alongside
contemporary bestsellers. The influence of the adolescent on some of
America’s greatest writers demonstrates the endurance of the myth that
Lawrence first identified in 1923 and signals a powerful link between
youth and one of the most persistent questions for the nation: What does
it mean to be an American?
The Myth of American Diplomacy Apr 11 2022 In this major
reconceptualization of the history of U.S. foreign policy, Walter Hixson
engages with the entire sweep of that history, from its Puritan
beginnings to the twenty-first century’s war on terror. He contends that
a mythical national identity, which includes the notion of American moral
superiority and the duty to protect all of humanity, has had remarkable
continuity through the centuries, repeatedly propelling America into war
against an endless series of external enemies. As this myth has supported
violence, violence in turn has supported the myth. The Myth of American
Diplomacy shows the deep connections between American foreign policy
and the domestic culture from which it springs. Hixson investigates the
national narratives that help to explain ethnic cleansing of Indians,
nineteenth-century imperial thrusts in Mexico and the Philippines, the
two World Wars, the Cold War, the Iraq War, and today’s war on terror.
He examines the discourses within America that have continuously
inspired what he calls our “pathologically violent foreign policy.” The
presumption that, as an exceptionally virtuous nation, the United States
possesses a special right to exert power only encourages violence,
Hixson concludes, and he suggests some fruitful ways to redirect foreign
policy toward a more just and peaceful world.
The Invention of the Americas Mar 23 2023
Latin-American [mythology] May 01 2021 Myths, legends, heroes, and
gods from Native Americans in Central and South America.
The Obesity Myth Apr 04 2024 An exploration of America's self-defeating
war on obesity argues against the myth that falsely equates thinness with
health and explains why dieting is bad for the health and how the media
misinform the public.
Myth America Oct 18 2022 America's top historians set the record
straight on the most pernicious myths about our nation's past The United
States is in the grip of a crisis of bad history. Distortions of the past
promoted in the conservative media have led large numbers of
Americans to believe in fictions over facts, making constructive dialogue
impossible and imperiling our democracy. In Myth America, Kevin M.
Kruse and Julian E. Zelizer have assembled an all-star team of fellow



historians to push back against this misinformation. The contributors
debunk narratives that portray the New Deal and Great Society as
failures, immigrants as hostile invaders, and feminists as anti-family
warriors--among numerous other partisan lies. Based on a firm
foundation of historical scholarship, their findings revitalize our
understanding of American history. Replacing myths with research and
reality, Myth America is essential reading amid today's heated debates
about our nation's past.
American Mythologies Jan 09 2022 American Mythologies examines
eleven myths that form part of the storehouse of present-day American
mythologies, elucidating the nature of contemporary myths by
investigating their ideological sub-terrain. Grounded in a semiological
approach, which explores the displacement of information and the
transformation of signs that characterise mythic communication, this
book sheds light on the socio-economic, gendered, national and racial
interests that lie behind myth-making. Presenting rich case studies from
popular culture and public discourse, it demonstrates the manner in
which these myths, and American mythology in general, promote the
core values of everyday life under capitalism: rugged individualism, the
unfettered right to accumulate wealth, the superior moral character of
free-enterprise democracy, and its abundant opportunities for every
citizen. By the same token, that same mythology negates the corruption
endemic to the capitalist social order, an order that also promotes
inescapable class, racial, and gender inequalities which confine the
majority of Americans to a life of constant economic struggle. A fresh
critique of the foundations of American culture, American Mythologies
will appeal to those with interests in sociology, social and cultural theory,
and cultural and media studies.
The Myth of the American Dream Sep 16 2022 Affluence, autonomy,
safety, and power—the central values of the American dream. But are
they compatible with Jesus' command to love our neighbor as ourselves?
In essays grouped around these four values, D. L. Mayfield asks us to pay
attention to the ways they shape our own choices, and the ways those
choices affect our neighbors.
The Myth of American Exceptionalism Jun 13 2022 The idea that the
United States is destined to spread its unique gifts of democracy and
capitalism to other countries is dangerous for Americans and for the rest
of the world, warns Godfrey Hodgson in this provocative book. Hodgson,
a shrewd and highly respected British commentator, argues that America
is not as exceptional as it would like to think; its blindness to its own
history has bred a complacent nationalism and a disastrous foreign policy
that has isolated and alienated it from the global community. Tracing the
development of America’s high self regard from the early days of the
republic to the present era, Hodgson demonstrates how its
exceptionalism has been systematically exaggerated and—in recent
decades—corrupted. While there have been distinct and original
elements in America’s history and political philosophy, notes Hodgson,
these have always been more heavily influenced by European thought
and experience than Americans have been willing to acknowledge. A
stimulating and timely assessment of how America’s belief in its
exceptionalism has led it astray, this book is mandatory reading for its
citizens, admirers, and detractors.
Not So! Jul 03 2021 This study explores a number of myths and
misconceptions about the American past. The book covers events
throughout American history, from whether Columbus knew the world
was round when he went off to discover America, to contemporary media
attacks of the presidency.
The American Myth of Success Jun 25 2023 From the introduction:
"Tradition has it that every American child receives, as part of his
birthright, the freedom to mold his own life. . . . However inaccurate as a
description of American society, the success myth reflects what millions
believe that society is or ought to be. The degree to which opportunity
has or has not been available in our society is a subject for empirical
investigation. It rests within the realm of verifiable fact. The belief that
opportunity exists for all is a subject for intellectual analysis and rests
within the realm of ideology. This latter dimension of the success myth is
the primary focus of this book."
Myth America Feb 07 2022 Exposes the conflict between the forces
suporting growing corporate power in America and the needs of a
democratic society to achieve a just and sustainable future; shows how
the priorities of the media and schools in furthering the corporate
agenda are undermining rather than helping to achieve ecological
sustainability and social justice. [back cover].
The Myth of the American Superhero Feb 19 2023 As the nation
seems to yearn for redemption from the evils that threaten its tranquility,

the authors maintain that Joseph Campbell's monomythic hero is alive
and well, but significantly displaced, in American popular culture.
Myths of Pre-Columbian America Aug 28 2023
Myth America Jun 06 2024 In this instant New York Times bestseller,
America’s top historians set the record straight on the most pernicious
myths about our nation’s past. The United States is in the grip of a crisis
of bad history. Distortions of the past promoted in the conservative
media have led large numbers of Americans to believe in fictions over
facts, making constructive dialogue impossible and imperiling our
democracy. In Myth America, Kevin M. Kruse and Julian E. Zelizer have
assembled an all-star team of fellow historians to push back against this
misinformation. The contributors debunk narratives that portray the New
Deal and Great Society as failures, immigrants as hostile invaders, and
feminists as anti-family warriors—among numerous other partisan lies.
Based on a firm foundation of historical scholarship, their findings
revitalize our understanding of American history. Replacing myths with
research and reality, Myth America is essential reading amid today’s
heated debates about our nation’s past. With Essays By Akhil Reed Amar
• Kathleen Belew • Carol Anderson • Kevin Kruse • Erika Lee • Daniel
Immerwahr • Elizabeth Hinton • Naomi Oreskes • Erik M. Conway • Ari
Kelman • Geraldo Cadava • David A. Bell • Joshua Zeitz • Sarah
Churchwell • Michael Kazin • Karen L. Cox • Eric Rauchway • Glenda
Gilmore • Natalia Mehlman Petrzela • Lawrence B. Glickman • Julian E.
Zelizer
American Myth, American Reality Dec 20 2022
America/Américas Nov 06 2021 In examining the subtext of the
discourse that U.S. leaders reproduce unconsciously, Kenworthy
explores the boundary between discourse analysis, which rarely moves
beyond texts, and policy analyses that emphasize rationality.
Myths America Lives By May 05 2024 Six myths lie at the heart of the
American experience. Taken as aspirational, four of those myths remind
us of our noblest ideals, challenging us to realize our nation's promise
while galvanizing the sense of hope and unity we need to reach our
goals. Misused, these myths allow for illusions of innocence that fly in
the face of white supremacy, the primal American myth that stands at
the heart of all the others.
The End of the Myth Sep 28 2023 WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE
A new and eye-opening interpretation of the meaning of the frontier,
from early westward expansion to Trump’s border wall. Ever since this
nation’s inception, the idea of an open and ever-expanding frontier has
been central to American identity. Symbolizing a future of endless
promise, it was the foundation of the United States’ belief in itself as an
exceptional nation – democratic, individualistic, forward-looking. Today,
though, America hasa new symbol: the border wall. In The End of the
Myth, acclaimed historian Greg Grandin explores the meaning of the
frontier throughout the full sweep of U.S. history – from the American
Revolution to the War of 1898, the New Deal to the election of 2016. For
centuries, he shows, America’s constant expansion – fighting wars and
opening markets – served as a “gate of escape,” helping to deflect
domestic political and economic conflicts outward. But this deflection
meant that the country’s problems, from racism to inequality, were never
confronted directly. And now, the combined catastrophe of the 2008
financial meltdown and our unwinnable wars in the Middle East have
slammed this gate shut, bringing political passions that had long been
directed elsewhere back home. It is this new reality, Grandin says, that
explains the rise of reactionary populism and racist nationalism, the
extreme anger and polarization that catapulted Trump to the presidency.
The border wall may or may not be built, but it will survive as a rallying
point, an allegorical tombstone marking the end of American
exceptionalism.
The United States and Latin America Aug 16 2022 The lazy greaser
asleep under a sombrero and the avaricious gringo with money-stuffed
pockets are only two of the negative stereotypes that North Americans
and Latin Americans have cherished during several centuries of mutual
misunderstanding. This unique study probes the origins of these
stereotypes and myths and explores how they have shaped North
American impressions of Latin America from the time of the Pilgrims up
to the end of the twentieth century. Fredrick Pike's central thesis is that
North Americans have identified themselves with "civilization" in all its
manifestations, while viewing Latin Americans as hopelessly trapped in
primitivism, the victims of nature rather than its masters. He shows how
this civilization-nature duality arose from the first European settlers'
perception that nature—and everything identified with it, including
American Indians, African slaves, all women, and all children—was
something to be conquered and dominated. This myth eventually came to



color the North American establishment view of both immigrants to the
United States and all our neighbors to the south.
Madness at the Gates of the City Jun 01 2021 By looking at American
history, politics, and popular culture through the lenses of Greek
mythology, indigenous wisdom, and archetypal psychology, the author
discovers new hope in very old ways of thinking.
Myth America Feb 02 2024 No main blurb.
American Myth and the Legacy of Vietnam Sep 04 2021 Probing the
effect of the Vietnam War on the American self-image, the author uses
popular culture, literature, and film to study how the myths and symbols
of the war reflected the politics of Americans.
The Myth of American Individualism May 25 2023 Sharpening the debate
over the values that formed America's founding political philosophy,
Barry Alan Shain challenges us to reconsider what early Americans
meant when they used such basic political concepts as the public good,
liberty, and slavery. We have too readily assumed, he argues, that
eighteenth-century Americans understood these and other terms in an
individualistic manner. However, by exploring how these core elements
of their political thought were employed in Revolutionary-era sermons,
public documents, newspaper editorials, and political pamphlets, Shain
reveals a very different understanding--one based on a reformed
Protestant communalism. In this context, individual liberty was the
freedom to order one's life in accord with the demanding ethical
standards found in Scripture and confirmed by reason. This was in
keeping with Americans' widespread acceptance of original sin and the
related assumption that a well-lived life was only possible in a tightly
knit, intrusive community made up of families, congregations, and local
government bodies. Shain concludes that Revolutionary-era Americans
defended a Protestant communal vision of human flourishing that stands
in stark opposition to contemporary liberal individualism. This
overlooked component of the American political inheritance, he further
suggests, demands examination because it alters the historical ground
upon which contemporary political alternatives often seek legitimation,
and it facilitates our understanding of much of American history and of
the foundational language still used in authoritative political documents.
The Myth of American Religious Freedom Apr 23 2023 In the battles over
religion and politics in America, both liberals and conservatives often
appeal to history. Liberals claim that the Founders separated church and
state. But for much of American history, David Sehat writes, Protestant
Christianity was intimately intertwined with the state. Yet the past was
not the Christian utopia that conservatives imagine either. Instead, a
Protestant moral establishment prevailed, using government power to
punish free thinkers and religious dissidents. In The Myth of American
Religious Freedom, Sehat provides an eye-opening history of religion in
public life, overturning our most cherished myths. Originally, the First
Amendment applied only to the federal government, which had limited
authority. The Protestant moral establishment ruled on the state level.
Using moral laws to uphold religious power, religious partisans enforced
a moral and religious orthodoxy against Catholics, Jews, Mormons,
agnostics, and others. Not until 1940 did the U.S. Supreme Court extend
the First Amendment to the states. As the Supreme Court began to
dismantle the connections between religion and government, Sehat
argues, religious conservatives mobilized to maintain their power and
began the culture wars of the last fifty years. To trace the rise and fall of
this Protestant establishment, Sehat focuses on a series of dissenters--
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
socialist Eugene V. Debs, and many others. Shattering myths held by
both the left and right, David Sehat forces us to rethink some of our most
deeply held beliefs. By showing the bad history used on both sides, he
denies partisans a safe refuge with the Founders.
Norse America Aug 04 2021 The story of the Vikings in North America
as both fact and fiction, from the westward expansion of the Norse
across the North Atlantic in the tenth and eleventh centuries to the
myths and fabrications about their presence there that have developed in
recent centuries. Tracking the saga of the Norse across the North
Atlantic to America, Norse America sets the record straight about the
idea that the Vikings 'discovered' America. The journey described is a
continuum, with evidence-based history and archaeology at one end, and
fake history and outright fraud at the other. In between there lies a huge
expanse of uncertainty: sagas that may contain shards of truth,
characters that may be partly historical, real archaeology that may be
interpreted through the fictions of saga, and fragmentary evidence open
to responsible and irresponsible interpretation. Norse America is a book
that tells two stories. The first is the westward expansion of the Norse
across the North Atlantic in the tenth and eleventh centuries, ending (but

not culminating) in a fleeting and ill-documented presence on the shores
of the North American mainland. The second is the appropriation and
enhancement of the westward narrative by Canadians and Americans
who want America to have had white North European origins, who
therefore want the Vikings to have 'discovered' America, and who in the
advancement of that thesis have been willing to twist and manufacture
evidence in support of claims grounded in an ideology of racial
superiority.
The Myths That Made America Jul 27 2023 This essential introduction
to American studies examines the core foundational myths upon which
the nation is based and which still determine discussions of US-American
identities today. These myths include the myth of discovery, the
Pocahontas myth, the myth of the Promised Land, the myth of the
Founding Fathers, the melting pot myth, the myth of the West, and the
myth of the self-made man. The chapters provide extended analyses of
each of these myths, using examples from popular culture, literature,
memorial culture, school books, and every-day life. Including visual
material as well as study questions, this book will be of interest to any
student of American studies and will foster an understanding of the
United States of America as an imagined community by analyzing the
foundational role of myths in the process of nation building.
The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century
of False Prophecies Mar 03 2024 "While it may be catnip for the media to
play up America as a has-been, Josef Joffe, a ... German commentator and
Stanford University academic, [proposes] that Declinism is not a cold-
eyed diagnosis but a device in the style of the ancient prophets ... Gloom
is a prophecy that must be believed so that it will turn out wrong. Joffe
[posits that] 'economic miracles' that propelled the rising tide of
challengers flounder against their own limits. Hardly confined to Europe
alone, Declinism has also been an especially nifty career builder for
American politicians, among them Kennedy, Nixon, and Reagan, who all
rode into the White House by hawking 'the end is near'"--Dust jacket flap.
The Purity Myth Oct 06 2021 The United States is obsessed with
virginity - from the media to schools to government agencies. This panic
is ensuring that young women's ability to be moral agents is absolutely
dependent on their sexuality. Jessica Valenti, executive editor of
Feministing.com and author of Full Frontal Feminism and Yes Means
Yes, addresses this poignant issue in her latest book, The Purity Myth.
Valenti argues that the country's intense focus on chastity is extremely
damaging to young women. Through in depth analysis of cultural
stereotypes and media messages, Valenti reveals that powerful messages
- ranging from abstinence curriculum to ''Girls Gone Wild'' commercials -
place a young woman's worth entirely on her sexuality. Morals are
therefore linked purely to sexual behavior, as opposed to values like
honesty, kindness, and altruism. Valenti approaches the topic head-on,
shedding light on chastity in a historical context, abstinence-only
education, pornography, and public punishments for those who dare to
have sex, among other critical issues. She also offers solutions that pave
the way for a future without a damaging emphasis on virginity, including
a call to rethink male sexuality and reframing the idea of ''losing it.'' With
Valenti's usual balance of intelligence and wit, The Purity Myth presents
a powerful and revolutionary argument that girls and women, even in
this day and age, are overly valued for their sexuality, and that this needs
to stop.
America/AmŽricas Jan 01 2024 In examining the subtext of the
discourse that U.S. leaders reproduce unconsciously, Kenworthy
explores the boundary between discourse analysis, which rarely moves
beyond texts, and policy analyses that emphasize rationality.
The Myths That Made America Oct 30 2023
The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century
of False Prophecies Dec 08 2021 “A bracing and intelligent reminder
that, for all its woes, America remains extraordinarily dynamic,
innovative, and resilient.”—Fareed Zakaria Hailed by the Wall Street
Journal as one of the best books of 2013, The Myth of America’s Decline
is a highly provocative look at how the United States, for all its failings,
continues to be the leading business, political, and intellectual model for
all other nations. In a world where America bashers constantly chortle
that the United States is in decline, Josef Joffe, using lively historical
examples and empirical economic models, demonstrates that these
doomsday contentions are flawed, and that America—even when
compared with a resurgent China—is the land where the future is being
born.
The Myth of American Exceptionalism Nov 18 2022 The idea that the
United States is destined to spread its unique gifts of democracy and
capitalism to other countries is dangerous for Americans and for the rest



of the world, warns Godfrey Hodgson in this provocative book. Hodgson,
a shrewd and highly respected British commentator, argues that America
is not as exceptional as it would like to think; its blindness to its own
history has bred a complacent nationalism and a disastrous foreign policy
that has isolated and alienated it from the global community. Tracing the
development of America’s high self regard from the early days of the
republic to the present era, Hodgson demonstrates how its
exceptionalism has been systematically exaggerated and—in recent
decades—corrupted. While there have been distinct and original
elements in America’s history and political philosophy, notes Hodgson,
these have always been more heavily influenced by European thought
and experience than Americans have been willing to acknowledge. A
stimulating and timely assessment of how America’s belief in its
exceptionalism has led it astray, this book is mandatory reading for its
citizens, admirers, and detractors.
Myth in American History Jul 15 2022
The Myths That Made America Nov 30 2023 This essential
introduction to American studies examines the core foundational myths
upon which the nation is based and which still determine discussions of
US-American identities today. These myths include the myth of
»discovery,« the Pocahontas myth, the myth of the Promised Land, the
myth of the Founding Fathers, the melting pot myth, the myth of the
West, and the myth of the self-made man. The chapters provide extended
analyses of each of these myths, using examples from popular culture,
literature, memorial culture, school books, and every-day life. Including
visual material as well as study questions, this book will be of interest to
any student of American studies and will foster an understanding of the
United States of America as an imagined community by analyzing the
foundational role of myths in the process of nation building.
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