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This Concise Companion is a guide to the creative output of the United States in the postwar period, in its
diverse energies, shapes and forms. Embraces diversity, covering Vietnam literature, gay and lesbian
literature, American Jewish fiction, Italian American literature, Irish American writing, emergent ethnic
literatures, African American writing, jazz, film, drama and more. Shows how different genres and
approaches opened up creative possibilities and interacted in the postwar period. Portrays the postwar
United States split by differences of wealth and position, by ethnicity and race, and by agendas of left and
right, but united in the intensity of its creative drive. Howard Zinn's cogent defense of civil disobedience
with a new introduction by the author. In this slim volume, Zinn lays out a clear and dynamic case for civil
disobedience and protest, and challenges the dominant arguments against forms of protest that challenge
the status quo. Zinn explores the politics of direct action, nonviolent civil disobedience, and strikes, and
draws lessons for today. "In Popular Culture in the Age of White Flight, Eric Avila offers a unique argument
about the restructuring of urban space in the two decades following World War II and the role played by
new suburban spaces in dramatically transforming the political culture of the United States. Avila's work
helps us see how and why the postwar suburb produced the political culture of 'balanced budget
conservatism' that is now the dominant force in politics, how the eclipse of the New Deal since the 1970s
represents not only a change of views but also an alteration of spaces."—George Lipsitz, author of The
Possessive Investment in Whiteness In this fascinating history of the genesis of the backlash against Jewish
liberalism, Staub recounts the history American Jews who advocated Palestinian statehood, showing how
ideology has split the Jewish community. Postwar America: An Encyclopedia of Social, Political, Cultural,
and Economic History provides detailed coverage of all the remarkable developments within the United
States during this period, as well as their dramatic impact on the rest of the world. The first historical study
of export control regulations as a tool for the sharing and withholding of knowledge. In this groundbreaking
book, Mario Daniels and John Krige set out to show the enormous political relevance that export control
regulations have had for American debates about national security, foreign policy, and trade policy since
1945. Indeed, they argue that from the 1940s to today the issue of how to control the transnational
movement of information has been central to the thinking and actions of the guardians of the American
national security state. The expansion of control over knowledge and know-how is apparent from the
increasingly systematic inclusion of universities and research institutions into a system that in the 1950s
and 1960s mainly targeted business activities. As this book vividly reveals, classification was not the
only—and not even the most important—regulatory instrument that came into being in the postwar era.
Debates during the postwar years about how food power could help the United States achieve goals such as
stability, prosperity, and security were part of a larger conversation about the role of food in the security of
states, communities, and individuals.0America helped build a new, postwar food system based on the
steadying influence of American agricultural surpluses that helped maintain stable prices and food

availability. This system averted a global-scale food crisis for almost three decades. The end of this food
system in the early 1970s ushered in a much more unstable period in global food relations. 'Food power'
argues that efforts to both interpret America's role in the world during the mid-twentieth century and to
address contemporary food problems can be strengthened by understanding more fully the ways postwar
American policymakers and experts sought to shape the politics of security and prosperity by linking people
and places around the world through food. "Howard Zinn--there was no one like him. And to hear him speak
was like listening to music that you loved--lyrical, uplifting, honest."--Michael Moore "Zinn's speeches . . .
are a joy and an inspiration."--Marisa Tomei "Collected here for the first time, Howard's speeches come to
us at the moment when we need them most: just as a global network of popular uprisings searches for what
comes next."--Naomi Klein Howard Zinn was one of the great orators of the twentieth century and
illuminated our history like no other historian. He rarely spoke from notes, and yet could weave rich
historical narratives that inspired and captivated audiences. He could grab the attention of even the most
jaded students and charm listeners with his sharp humor and personal, engaging style. Many of his
speeches have never been published in book form. This first ever collection of his speeches will be an
invaluable resource for new generations to continue to discover his work, as well as the millions he moved
and informed in his lifetime. Howard Zinn wrote the classic A People's History of the United States. The
book, which has sold more than two million copies, has been featured in the film Good Will Hunting, and
has appeared multiple times on The New York Times best-seller list. Anthony Arnove wrote, directed, and
produced The People Speak with Howard Zinn, Chris Moore, Josh Brolin, and Matt Damon, and co-edited,
with Howard Zinn, Voices of a People's History of the United States. An inclusive economic history of
America describing two centuries of American racial conflicts since the Constitution was written. Postwar
America was a defining era that shaped the United States--and the world. Readers will turn back the clock
to history's turning points during that era and will take a closer look at the major challenges and hurdles
the United States faced. Readers will review how this period influenced the American culture from the
fashion to the policies to the entertainment. The series includes educational sidebars and backmatter that
align with the 4 C's of 21st Century Learning: critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and
creativity. Books also include a table of contents, glossary, index, author biography, and timeline. Carroll
Pursell tells the story of the evolution of American technology since World War II. His fascinating and
surprising history links pop culture icons with landmarks in technological innovation and shows how
postwar politics left their mark on everything from television, automobiles, and genetically engineered
crops to contraceptives, Tupperware, and the Veg-O-Matic. Just as America's domestic and international
policies became inextricably linked during the Cold War, so did the nation's public and private technologies.
The spread of the suburbs fed into demands for an interstate highway system, which itself became
implicated in urban renewal projects. Fear of slipping into a postwar economic depression was offset by the
creation of "a consumers' republic" in which buying and using consumer goods became the ultimate act of
citizenship and a symbol of an "American Way of Life." Pursell begins with the events of World War II and
the increasing belief that technological progress and the science that supported it held the key to a
stronger, richer, and happier America. He looks at the effect of returning American servicemen and
servicewomen and the Marshall Plan, which sought to integrate Western Europe into America's economic,
business, and technological structure. He considers the accumulating "problems" associated with American
technological supremacy, which, by the end of the 1960s, led to a crisis of confidence. Pursell concludes
with an analysis of how consumer technologies create a cultural understanding that makes political
technologies acceptable and even seem inevitable, while those same political technologies provide both
form and content for the technologies found at home and at work. By understanding this history, Pursell
hopes to advance a better understanding of the postwar American self. Alphabetically arranged entries
provide coverage of the diplomatic, economic, political, and cultural events in the United States from the



outbreak of the Cold War to the rise of the United States as the last remaining superpower. From the
outbreak of the Cold War to the rise of the United States as the last remaining superpower, the years
following World War II were filled with momentous events and rapid change. Diplomatically, economically,
politically, and culturally, the United States became a major influence around the globe. On the domestic
front, this period witnessed some of the most turbulent and prosperous years in American history.
""Postwar America: An Encyclopedia of Social, Political, Cultural, and Economic History"" provides detailed
coverage of all the remarkable developments within the United States dur. Why, Timothy Melley asks, have
paranoia and conspiracy theory become such prominent features of postwar American culture? In Empire of
Conspiracy, Melley explores the recent growth of anxieties about thought-control, assassination, political
indoctrination, stalking, surveillance, and corporate and government plots. At the heart of these
developments, he believes, lies a widespread sense of crisis in the way Americans think about human
autonomy and individuality. Nothing reveals this crisis more than the remarkably consistent form of
expression that Melley calls "agency panic"—an intense fear that individuals can be shaped or controlled by
powerful external forces. Drawing on a broad range of forms that manifest this fear—including fiction, film,
television, sociology, political writing, self-help literature, and cultural theory—Melley provides a new
understanding of the relation between postwar American literature, popular culture, and cultural theory.
Empire of Conspiracy offers insightful new readings of texts ranging from Joseph Heller's Catch-22 to the
Unabomber Manifesto, from Vance Packard's Hidden Persuaders to recent addiction discourse, and from
the "stalker" novels of Margaret Atwood and Diane Johnson to the conspiracy fictions of Thomas Pynchon,
William Burroughs, Don DeLillo, and Kathy Acker. Throughout, Melley finds recurrent anxieties about the
power of large organizations to control human beings. These fears, he contends, indicate the continuing
appeal of a form of individualism that is no longer wholly accurate or useful, but that still underpins a
national fantasy of freedom from social control. Reducing Bodies: Mass Culture and the Female Figure in
Postwar America explores the ways in which women in the years following World War II refashioned their
bodies—through reducing diets, exercise, and plastic surgery—and asks what insights these changing
beauty standards can offer into gender dynamics in postwar America. Drawing on novel and untapped
sources, including insurance industry records, this engaging study considers questions of gender, health,
and race and provides historical context for the emergence of fat studies and contemporary conversations
of the "obesity epidemic." Companion v. to the PBS television documentary "The first measured century".
Includes bibliographical references (p. [279]-296) and index. Cool. It was a new word and a new way to be,
and in a single generation, it became the supreme compliment of American culture. The Origins of Cool in
Postwar America uncovers the hidden history of this concept and its new set of codes that came to define a
global attitude and style. As Joel Dinerstein reveals in this dynamic book, cool began as a stylish defiance of
racism, a challenge to suppressed sexuality, a philosophy of individual rebellion, and a youthful search for
social change. Through eye-opening portraits of iconic figures, Dinerstein illuminates the cultural
connections and artistic innovations among Lester Young, Humphrey Bogart, Robert Mitchum, Billie
Holiday, Frank Sinatra, Jack Kerouac, Albert Camus, Marlon Brando, and James Dean, among others. We
eavesdrop on conversations among Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and Miles Davis, and on a
forgotten debate between Lorraine Hansberry and Norman Mailer over the "white Negro" and black cool.
We come to understand how the cool worlds of Beat writers and Method actors emerged from the
intersections of film noir, jazz, and existentialism. Out of this mix, Dinerstein sketches nuanced definitions
of cool that unite concepts from African-American and Euro-American culture: the stylish stoicism of the
ethical rebel loner; the relaxed intensity of the improvising jazz musician; the effortless, physical grace of
the Method actor. To be cool is not to be hip and to be hot is definitely not to be cool. This is the first work
to trace the history of cool during the Cold War by exploring the intersections of film noir, jazz, existential
literature, Method acting, blues, and rock and roll. Dinerstein reveals that they came together to create
something completely new—and that something is cool. At mid-century, Americans increasingly fell in love
with characters like Holden Caulfield in Catcher in the Rye and Marlon Brando's Johnny in The Wild One,
musicians like Elvis Presley and Bob Dylan, and activists like the members of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee. These emotions enabled some middle-class whites to cut free of their own
histories and identify with those who, while lacking economic, political, or social privilege, seemed to

possess instead vital cultural resources and a depth of feeling not found in "grey flannel" America. In this
wide-ranging and vividly written cultural history, Grace Elizabeth Hale sheds light on why so many white
middle-class Americans chose to re-imagine themselves as outsiders in the second half of the twentieth
century and explains how this unprecedented shift changed American culture and society. Love for
outsiders launched the politics of both the New Left and the New Right. From the mid-sixties through the
eighties, it flourished in the hippie counterculture, the back-to-the-land movement, the Jesus People
movement, and among fundamentalist and Pentecostal Christians working to position their traditional
isolation and separatism as strengths. It changed the very meaning of "authenticity" and "community."
Ultimately, the romance of the outsider provided a creative resolution to an intractable mid-century cultural
and political conflict-the struggle between the desire for self-determination and autonomy and the desire
for a morally meaningful and authentic life. The half-century since the end of World War II has been crucial
in defining America's image of itself and role in the world. A thorough survey of an era dominated by the
cold war on the international front and conflicting social forces at home, this authoritative reference
volume details every aspect of a turbulent age. It features: --Brief biographical vignettes of notable political
and civil leaders, from Eleanor Roosevelt to Newt Gingrich --Insightful portraits of prominent cultural icons,
from Allen Ginsburg and Elvis to Billy Graham and Jackie Robinson --Informative analyses of major political
events, from the Yalta Conference and the Cuban Missile Crisis to Watergate --Brief histories of pivotal
armed conflicts, from the Korean War and the invasion of Lebanon to the Persian Gulf War --Articles on
social and cultural milestones, from Woodstock to suburban migration to the World Wide Web --Summaries
of such crucial documents as the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, and the Equal Rights Amendment -
-Descriptions of groundbreaking legal cases, such as Roe v. Wade, Miranda v. Arizona, and Brown v. Board
of Education of Topeka, Kansas --Profiles of major civil rights movements, such as black nationalism and
feminism --Explanations of political and social concepts, such as affirmative action, consumer culture, and
McCarthyism --Authoritative accounts of momentous episodes spurred by social protest, such as the
Montgomery bus boycott and the Kent State University shootings --Further reading lists and cross-
references following each entry --A detailed chronology The issues that united and divided Americans
during the second half of the century--the civil rights movement, the Vietnam war, the cold war--are
discussed in lively, objective articles which breathe life into the events and people that have shaped our
nation. More than 200 illustrations, including photographs, posters, and ephemera such as political
campaign buttons, make Postwar America: A Student Companion an excellent introductory resource for
students and all readers interested in modern history. Oxford's Student Companions to American History
are state-of-the-art references for school and home, specifically designed and written for ages 12 and up.
Each book is a concise but comprehensive A-to-Z guide to a major historical period or theme in U.S. history,
with articles on key issues and prominent individuals. The authors--distinguished scholars well-known in
their areas of expertise--ensure that the entries are accurate, up-to-date, and accessible. Special features
include an introductory section on how to use the book, further reading lists, cross-references, chronology,
and full index. The fifth volume of A History of the Book in America addresses the economic, social, and
cultural shifts affecting print culture from World War II to the present. During this period factors such as
the expansion of government, the growth of higher education, the climate of the Cold War, globalization,
and the development of multimedia and digital technologies influenced the patterns of consolidation and
diversification established earlier. The thirty-three contributors to the volume explore the evolution of the
publishing industry and the business of bookselling. The histories of government publishing, law and policy,
the periodical press, literary criticism, and reading--in settings such as schools, libraries, book clubs, self-
help programs, and collectors' societies--receive imaginative scrutiny as well. The Enduring Book
demonstrates that the corporate consolidations of the last half-century have left space for the independent
publisher, that multiplicity continues to define American print culture, and that even in the digital age, the
book endures. Contributors: David Abrahamson, Northwestern University James L. Baughman, University
of Wisconsin-Madison Kenneth Cmiel (d. 2006) James Danky, University of Wisconsin-Madison Robert
DeMaria Jr., Vassar College Donald A. Downs, University of Wisconsin-Madison Robert W. Frase (d. 2003)
Paul C. Gutjahr, Indiana University David D. Hall, Harvard Divinity School John B. Hench, American
Antiquarian Society Patrick Henry, New York City College of Technology Dan Lacy (d. 2001) Marshall



Leaffer, Indiana University Bruce Lewenstein, Cornell University Elizabeth Long, Rice University Beth
Luey, Arizona State University Tom McCarthy, Beirut, Lebanon Laura J. Miller, Brandeis University Priscilla
Coit Murphy, Chapel Hill, N.C. David Paul Nord, Indiana University Carol Polsgrove, Indiana University
David Reinking, Clemson University Jane Rhodes, Macalester College John V. Richardson Jr., University of
California, Los Angeles Joan Shelley Rubin, University of Rochester Michael Schudson, University of
California, San Diego, and Columbia University Linda Scott, University of Oxford Dan Simon, Seven Stories
Press Ilan Stavans, Amherst College Harvey M. Teres, Syracuse University John B. Thompson, University of
Cambridge Trysh Travis, University of Florida Jonathan Zimmerman, New York University Some of the
nation's wealthiest philanthropies, including the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Walton Family
Foundation, and the Broad Foundation have invested hundreds of millions of dollars in education reform.
With vast wealth and a political agenda, these foundations have helped to reshape the reform landscape in
urban education. In Follow the Money, Sarah Reckhow shows where and how foundation investment in
education is occurring and presents in-depth analysis of the effects of these investments within the two
largest urban districts in the United States: New York City and Los Angeles. In New York City, centralized
political control and the use of private resources have enabled rapid implementation of reform proposals.
Yet this potent combination of top-down authority and outside funding also poses serious questions about
transparency, responsiveness, and democratic accountability in New York. Furthermore, the sustainability
of reform policies is closely linked to the political fortunes of the current mayor and his chosen school
leader. While the media has highlighted the efforts of drastic reformers and dominating leaders such as Joel
Klein in New York City and Michelle Rhee in Washington, D.C., a slower, but possibly more transformative,
set of reforms have been taking place in Los Angeles. These reforms were also funded and shaped by major
foundations, but they work from the bottom up, through charter school operators managing networks of
schools. This strategy has built grassroots political momentum and demand for reform in Los Angeles that
is unmatched in New York City and other districts with mayoral control. Reckhow's study of Los Angeles's
education system shows how democratically responsive urban school reform could occur-pairing foundation
investment with broad grassroots involvement. Bringing a sharp analytical eye and a wealth of evidence to
one of the most politicized issues of our day, Follow the Money will reshape our thinking about educational
reform in America. In 1946, the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) undertook Operation Dixie, an
initiative to recruit industrial workers in the American South. Elizabeth and Ken Fones-Wolf plumb rarely
used archival sources and rich oral histories to explore the CIO's fraught encounter with the evangelical
Protestantism and religious culture of southern whites. The authors' nuanced look at working class religion
reveals how laborers across the surprisingly wide evangelical spectrum interpreted their lives through their
faith. Factors like conscience, community need, and lived experience led individual preachers to become
union activists and mill villagers to defy the foreman and minister alike to listen to organizers. As the
authors show, however, all sides enlisted belief in the battle. In the end, the inability of northern organizers
to overcome the suspicion with which many evangelicals viewed modernity played a key role in Operation
Dixie's failure, with repercussions for labor and liberalism that are still being felt today. Identifying the role
of the sacred in the struggle for southern economic justice, and placing class as a central aspect in
southern religion, Struggle for the Soul of the Postwar South provides new understandings of how whites in
the region wrestled with the options available to them during a crucial period of change and possibility.
Howard Zinn's unique take on this vital period in U.S. history. In this signal work of history, Bancroft Prize
winner and Pulitzer Prize finalist Lizabeth Cohen shows how the pursuit of prosperity after World War II
fueled our pervasive consumer mentality and transformed American life. Trumpeted as a means to promote
the general welfare, mass consumption quickly outgrew its economic objectives and became synonymous
with patriotism, social equality, and the American Dream. Material goods came to embody the promise of
America, and the power of consumers to purchase everything from vacuum cleaners to convertibles gave
rise to the power of citizens to purchase political influence and effect social change. Yet despite undeniable
successes and unprecedented affluence, mass consumption also fostered economic inequality and the
fracturing of society along gender, class, and racial lines. In charting the complex legacy of our
“Consumers’ Republic” Lizabeth Cohen has written a bold, encompassing, and profoundly influential book.
After World War II, the United States underwent a massive cultural transformation that was vividly realized

in the development and widespread use of new medical technologies. Plastic surgery, wonder drugs,
artificial organs, and prosthetics inspired Americans to believe in a new age of modern medical miracles.
The nationalistic pride that flourished in postwar society, meanwhile, encouraged many Americans to put
tremendous faith in the power of medicine to rehabilitate and otherwise transform the lives and bodies of
the disabled and those considered abnormal. Replaceable You revisits this heady era in American history to
consider how these medical technologies and procedures were used to advance the politics of conformity
during the 1950s. In the decades after World War II, the American economy entered a period of prolonged
growth that created unprecedented affluence--but these developments came at the cost of a host of new
environmental problems. Unsurprisingly, a disproportionate number of them, such as pollution-emitting
factories, waste-handling facilities, and big infrastructure projects, ended up in communities dominated by
people of color. Constrained by long-standing practices of segregation that limited their housing and
employment options, people of color bore an unequal share of postwar America's environmental burdens.
This reader collects a wide range of primary source documents on the rise and evolution of the
environmental justice movement. The documents show how environmentalists in the 1970s recognized the
unequal environmental burdens that people of color and low-income Americans had to bear, yet failed to
take meaningful action to resolve them. Instead, activism by the affected communities themselves spurred
the environmental justice movement of the 1980s and early 1990s. By the turn of the twenty-first century,
environmental justice had become increasingly mainstream, and issues like climate justice, food justice,
and green-collar jobs had taken their places alongside the protection of wilderness as "environmental"
issues. Environmental Justice in Postwar America is a powerful tool for introducing students to the US
environmental justice movement and the sometimes tense relationship between environmentalism and
social justice. For more information, visit the editor's website: http: //cwwells.net/PostwarEJ Between 1948
and 1955, nearly two-thirds of all American families bought a television set—and a revolution in social life
and popular culture was launched. In this fascinating book, Lynn Spigel chronicles the enormous impact of
television in the formative years of the new medium: how, over the course of a single decade, television
became an intimate part of everyday life. What did Americans expect from it? What effects did the new
daily ritual of watching television have on children? Was television welcomed as an unprecedented "window
on the world," or as a "one-eyed monster" that would disrupt households and corrupt children? Drawing on
an ambitious array of unconventional sources, from sitcom scripts to articles and advertisements in
women's magazines, Spigel offers the fullest available account of the popular response to television in the
postwar years. She chronicles the role of television as a focus for evolving debates on issues ranging from
the ideal of the perfect family and changes in women's role within the household to new uses of domestic
space. The arrival of television did more than turn the living room into a private theater: it offered a
national stage on which to play out and resolve conflicts about the way Americans should live. Spigel
chronicles this lively and contentious debate as it took place in the popular media. Of particular interest is
her treatment of the way in which the phenomenon of television itself was constantly deliberated—from
how programs should be watched to where the set was placed to whether Mom, Dad, or kids should control
the dial. Make Room for TV combines a powerful analysis of the growth of electronic culture with a
nuanced social history of family life in postwar America, offering a provocative glimpse of the way television
became the mirror of so many of America's hopes and fears and dreams. The main tide of international
relations scholarship on the first years after World War II sweeps toward Cold War accounts. These have
emphasized the United States and USSR in a context of geopolitical rivalry, with concomitant attention
upon the bristling security state. Historians have also extensively analyzed the creation of an economic
order (Bretton Woods), mainly designed by Americans and tailored to their interests, but resisted by
peoples residing outside of North America, Western Europe, and Japan. This scholarship, centered on the
Cold War as vortex and a reconfigured world economy, is rife with contending schools of interpretation and,
bolstered by troves of declassified archival documents, will support investigations and writing into the
future. By contrast, this book examines a past that ran concurrent with the Cold War and interacted with it,
but which usefully can also be read as separable: Washington in the first years after World War II, and in
response to that conflagration, sought to redesign international society. That society was then, and
remains, an admittedly amorphous thing. Yet it has always had a tangible aspect, drawing self-regarding



states into occasional cooperation, mediated by treaties, laws, norms, diplomatic customs, and
transnational institutions. The U.S.-led attempt during the first postwar years to salvage international
society focused on the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, the Acheson–Lilienthal plan
to contain the atomic arms race, the Nuremberg and Tokyo tribunals to force Axis leaders to account, the
1948 Genocide Convention, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the founding of the
United Nations. None of these initiatives was transformative, not individually or collectively. Yet they had
an ameliorative effect, traces of which have touched the twenty-first century—in struggles to curb the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, bring war criminals to justice, create laws supportive of human rights,
and maintain an aspirational United Nations, still striving to retain meaningfulness amid world hazards.
Together these partially realized innovations and frameworks constitute, if nothing else, a point of moral
reference, much needed as the border between war and peace has become blurred and the consequences
of a return to unrestraint must be harrowing. Analyzes the social, economic, political, and cultural changes
in the United States after the end of World War II The second edition of this widely-used anthology includes
contemporary articles on the Cold War and the politics of the 1950s and 1960s as well as new discussions
of the counterculture, conservatism under the Reagan administration, and the emergence of a new breed of
poverty. Examines the economic underworld of migrant farm workers, the aged, minority groups, and other
economically underprivileged groups. Explores business development in the Black power era and the
centrality of economic goals to the larger black freedom movement. The Business of Black Power
emphasizes the centrality of economic goals to the larger black freedom movement and explores the myriad
forms of business development in the Black power era. This volume charts a new course forBlack power
studies and business history, exploring both the business ventures that Black power fostered and the
impact of Black power on the nation's business world. Black activists pressed business leaders,
corporations, and various levels of government into supporting a range of economic development ventures,
from Black entrepreneurship, to grassroots experiments in economic self-determination, to indigenous
attempts to rebuild inner-city markets in thewake of disinvestment. They pioneered new economic and
development strategies, often in concert with corporate executives and public officials. Yet these same
actors also engaged in fierce debates over the role of business in strengthening the movement, and some
African Americans outright rejected capitalism or collaboration with business. The ten scholars in this
collection bring fresh analysis to this complex intersection of African American and business history to
reveal how Black power advocates, or those purporting a Black power agenda, engaged business to
advance their economic, political, and social goals. They show the business of Black power taking place in
thestreets, boardrooms, journals and periodicals, corporations, courts, and housing projects of America. In
short, few were left untouched by the influence of this movement. Laura Warren Hill is assistant professor
of history at Bloomfield College. Julia Rabig is a lecturer at Dartmouth College. The history of public policy
in postwar America tends to fixate on developments at the national level, overlooking the crucial work done
by individual states in the 1960s and ’70s. In this book, Nicholas Dagen Bloom demonstrates the significant
and enduring impact of activist states in five areas: urban planning and redevelopment, mass transit and
highways, higher education, subsidized housing, and the environment. Bloom centers his story on the
example set by New York governor Nelson Rockefeller, whose aggressive initiatives on the pressing issues
in that period inspired others and led to the establishment of long-lived state polices in an age of
decreasing federal power. Metropolitan areas, for both better and worse, changed and operated differently
because of sustained state action—How States Shaped Postwar America uncovers the scope of this largely
untold story. Carroll Pursell tells the story of the evolution of American technology since World War II. His
fascinating and surprising history links pop culture icons with landmarks in technological innovation and
shows how postwar politics left their mark on everything from television, automobiles, and genetically
engineered crops to contraceptives, Tupperware, and the Veg-O-Matic. Just as America's domestic and
international policies became inextricably linked during the Cold War, so did the nation's public and private
technologies. The spread of the suburbs fed into demands for an interstate highway system, which itself
became implicated in urban renewal projects. Fear of slipping into a postwar economic depression was
offset by the creation of "a consumers' republic" in which buying and using consumer goods became the
ultimate act of citizenship and a symbol of an "American Way of Life." Pursell begins with the events of

World War II and the increasing belief that technological progress and the science that supported it held
the key to a stronger, richer, and happier America. He looks at the effect of returning American servicemen
and servicewomen and the Marshall Plan, which sought to integrate Western Europe into America's
economic, business, and technological structure. He considers the accumulating "problems" associated with
American technological supremacy, which, by the end of the 1960s, led to a crisis of confidence. Pursell
concludes with an analysis of how consumer technologies create a cultural understanding that makes
political technologies acceptable and even seem inevitable, while those same political technologies provide
both form and content for the technologies found at home and at work. By understanding this history,
Pursell hopes to advance a better understanding of the postwar American self. This book examines the
changing character of commercial technology development and diffusion in an integrated global economy
and its implications for U.S. public policies in support of technological innovation. The volume considers the
history, current practice, and future prospects for national policies to encourage economic development
through both direct and indirect government support of technological advance. Howard Zinn's unique take
on this vital period in U.S. history, with a new introduction. The postwar boom in the U.S. brought about
massive changes in U.S. society and culture. In this accessible volume, historian Howard Zinn offers a view
from below on these vital years in American history. By critically examining U.S. militarism abroad and
racism at home, he raises challenging questions about this often romanticized era. Regarded as one of the
most important sociological and business commentaries of modern times, The Organization Man developed
the first thorough description of the impact of mass organization on American society. During the height of
the Eisenhower administration, corporations appeared to provide a blissful answer to postwar life with the
marketing of new technologies—television, affordable cars, space travel, fast food—and lifestyles, such as
carefully planned suburban communities centered around the nuclear family. William H. Whyte found this
phenomenon alarming. As an editor for Fortune magazine, Whyte was well placed to observe corporate
America; it became clear to him that the American belief in the perfectibility of society was shifting from
one of individual initiative to one that could be achieved at the expense of the individual. With its clear
analysis of contemporary working and living arrangements, The Organization Man rapidly achieved
bestseller status. Since the time of the book's original publication, the American workplace has undergone
massive changes. In the 1990s, the rule of large corporations seemed less relevant as small entrepreneurs
made fortunes from new technologies, in the process bucking old corporate trends. In fact this "new
economy" appeared to have doomed Whyte's original analysis as an artifact from a bygone day. But the
recent collapse of so many startup businesses, gigantic mergers of international conglomerates, and the
reality of economic globalization make The Organization Man all the more essential as background for
understanding today's global market. This edition contains a new foreword by noted journalist and author
Joseph Nocera. In an afterword Jenny Bell Whyte describes how The Organization Man was written. The
decades after World War II were a golden age across much of the world. It was a time of economic
miracles, an era when steady jobs were easy to find and families could see their living standards improving
year after year. And then, around 1973, the good times vanished. The world economy slumped badly, then
settled into the slow, erratic growth that had been the norm before the war. The result was an era of
anxiety, uncertainty, and political extremism that we are still grappling with today. In An Extraordinary
Time, acclaimed economic historian Marc Levinson describes how the end of the postwar boom
reverberated throughout the global economy, bringing energy shortages, financial crises, soaring
unemployment, and a gnawing sense of insecurity. Politicians, suddenly unable to deliver the prosperity of
years past, railed haplessly against currency speculators, oil sheikhs, and other forces they could not
control. From Sweden to Southern California, citizens grew suspicious of their newly ineffective
governments and rebelled against the high taxes needed to support social welfare programs enacted when
coffers were flush. Almost everywhere, the pendulum swung to the right, bringing politicians like Margaret
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan to power. But their promise that deregulation, privatization, lower tax rates,
and smaller government would restore economic security and robust growth proved unfounded. Although
the guiding hand of the state could no longer deliver the steady economic performance the public had come
to expect, free-market policies were equally unable to do so. The golden age would not come back again. A
sweeping reappraisal of the last sixty years of world history, An Extraordinary Time forces us to come to



terms with how little control we actually have over the economy. Hank Lacayo Best Labor Themed Book,
International Latino Book Awards Best Book Award, Division of Critical Criminology and Social Justice,
American Society of Criminology In the early twentieth century, the brutality of southern prisons became a
national scandal. Prisoners toiled in grueling, violent conditions while housed in crude dormitories on what
were effectively slave plantations. This system persisted until the 1940s when, led by Texas, southern states
adopted northern prison design reforms. Texas presented the reforms to the public as modern, efficient,
and disciplined. Inside prisons, however, the transition to penitentiary cells only made the endemic violence
more secretive, intensifying the labor division that privileged some prisoners with the power to accelerate
state-orchestrated brutality and the internal sex trade. Reformers' efforts had only made things worse--now
it was up to the prisoners to fight for change. Drawing from three decades of legal documents compiled by
prisoners, Robert T. Chase narrates the struggle to change prison from within. Prisoners forged an alliance
with the NAACP to contest the constitutionality of Texas prisons. Behind bars, a prisoner coalition of
Chicano Movement and Black Power organizations publicized their deplorable conditions as "slaves of the
state" and initiated a prison-made civil rights revolution and labor protest movement. These insurgents won
epochal legal victories that declared conditions in many southern prisons to be cruel and unusual--but their
movement was overwhelmed by the increasing militarization of the prison system and empowerment of
white supremacist gangs that, together, declared war on prison organizers. Told from the vantage point of
the prisoners themselves, this book weaves together untold but devastatingly important truths from the
histories of labor, civil rights, and politics in the United States as it narrates the transition from prison
plantations of the past to the mass incarceration of today. A photographer herself, Norfleet is founder and
curator of The Photography Collection at Harvard University, which emphasizes the social history of the
US. She tries to put out a book a year, with photographs not used in a previous one. Here she illustrates
with informal and advertising photographs the self-image of America's white middle class during the 1950s
as comparative affluence, moral superiority, and contentment. They are accompanied by period quotations.
c. Book News Inc.
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