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America's Courts and the Criminal Justice System Sep 16 2022 Open this
book and step into America's court system! With Neubauer and Fradella's
best-selling text, you will see for yourself what it is like to be a judge, a
prosecutor, a defense attorney, and more. This fascinating and well-
researched text gives you a realistic sense of being in the courthouse--you
will quickly gain an understanding of what it is like to work in and be a part
of the American criminal justice system. This concept of the courthouse
"players" makes it easy to understand each person's important role in
bringing a case through the court process. Throughout the text, the authors
highlight not only the pivotal role of the criminal courts but also the court's
importance and impact on society as a whole.
 Federal Courts Apr 04 2024
 Contemporary Supreme Court Cases [2 Volumes] Dec 20 2022 With its
blend of accessible writing and actual excerpts from Court opinions, this
book serves to explain the legal and cultural underpinnings of landmark
U.S. Supreme Court decisions of the past 35 years--and to illuminate how
these decisions have shaped the trajectory and character of modern
American society. As the nation's law defines society, society defines the
law. As the nation's fundamental law, the U.S. Constitution is the
overarching statement of the people's will. Interpreting the Constitution,
however, is no simple task. This book examines more than 100 landmark
Supreme Court cases from 1973 to the present, providing readers with
insights into decisions that have had a profound impact on American
politics, commerce, culture, and life. Organized categorically, this book
serves readers either as a comprehensive review of modern constitutional
law or as a ready reference source. It includes entries on Supreme Court
decision-making regarding high-interest issues such as abortion (Roe v.
Wade, 1973; Gonzales v. Carthart, 2007), climate change (Massachusetts
v. EPA, 2007), voting rights (Bush v. Gore, 2000), free speech (Texas v.
Johnson, 1989), the death penalty (Roper v. Simmons, 2005), immigration
(Arizona v. United States, 2012), campaign financing (Citizens United v.
FEC, 2010), gun control (District of Columbia v. Heller, 2008), the



Affordable Care Act (National Federation of Independent Business v.
Sebelius, 2012), and gay marriage (United States v. Windsor, 2013). The
book not only interprets key Court decisions but also provides critical
context and perspective that makes the subject matter easier to understand
and more meaningful, especially for readers without an extensive
background in Constitutional law. Bibliographies are provided at the end of
each case to direct those seeking to delve more deeply into specific topics.
Provides comprehensive, objective, and accessible coverage of major
Supreme Court decisions since the early 1970s Presents easy-to-
understand breakdowns of competing perspectives on contemporary
constitutional issues that illuminate divisions within the Court Places
modern case law into historical perspective for readers of all levels of
expertise Enables readers to appreciate that interpreting the U.S.
Constitution is not simple, contrary to some political rhetoric regarding the
document
 Contemporary Criminal Procedure Jan 21 2023 Contains examples of laws
and court cases in many areas including MIranda, drug possession,
abandonment, etc.
 Power and Principle Feb 07 2022 On August 21, 2013, chemical weapons
were unleashed on the civilian population in Syria, killing another 1,400
people in a civil war that had already claimed the lives of more than
140,000. As is all too often the case, the innocent found themselves victims
of a violent struggle for political power. Such events are why human rights
activists have long pressed for institutions such as the International Criminal
Court (ICC) to investigate and prosecute some of the world’s most severe
crimes: genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. While
proponents extol the creation of the ICC as a transformative victory for
principles of international humanitarian law, critics have often characterized
it as either irrelevant or dangerous in a world dominated by power politics.
Christopher Rudolph argues in Power and Principle that both perspectives
are extreme. In contrast to prevailing scholarship, he shows how the
interplay between power politics and international humanitarian law have
shaped the institutional development of international criminal courts from
Nuremberg to the ICC. Rudolph identifies the factors that drove the creation
of international criminal courts, explains the politics behind their institutional
design, and investigates the behavior of the ICC. Through the development
and empirical testing of several theoretical frameworks, Power and Principle



helps us better understand the factors that resulted in the emergence of
international criminal courts and helps us determine the broader
implications of their presence in society.
 The American Court System Jan 09 2022 Depending on whom one talks
to, today's criminal courts are either the savior or the demon of our social
order. While everyone seems to have an answer about what needs to be
done, the solutions are neither simple, nor within our current allocation of
resources. Media hype and political posturing emotionally dilute the reality
of what motivates crime and what constitutes effective punishment. The
essays and research in this anthology give the reader a realistic view of
complex problems affecting our juvenile and adult courts and, consequently,
the rest of the criminal justice system. Topics include sentencing disparity,
sentencing reform, and wrongful convictions. Some traditionally
controversial issues are covered, such as the insanity defense and the
death penalty as well as the more recent "three-strikes-and-you're-out"
movement and mandatory minimums. This series will be of great utility to
students, scholars, and others with interests in the literature of criminal
justice and criminology.
 Criminal Procedure Jan 01 2024 "Provides a comprehensive introduction to
the rules and principles of criminal procedure law. This text uses a case
study approach with a focus on the U.S. Supreme Court to help readers
develop the analytical skills necessary to understand the origins, context,
and evolution of the law. With an emphasis on federal constitutional law, all
cases and accompanying discussions have been updated throughout"--P.
[4] of cover.
 Federal Courts Feb 02 2024 The text is largely structured as before, but
offers new teaching/learning possibilities because of the interactive
features. There has been major restructuring of Chapters 1 (Justiciability)
and 11 (Habeas Corpus) to make them more teachable. Chapter 3 reflects
changes in the Court's approach to federal-question jurisdiction, with Merrell
Dow fading into the background, replaced by Grable and Gunn v. Minton.
The text also includes the two significant standing cases decided at the very
end of the October 2012 Term: Hollingsworth v. Perry and Windsor v.
United States.
 Disciplining Judges Aug 04 2021 Globally, countries are faced with a
complex act of statecraft: how to design and deploy a defensible complaints
and discipline regime for judges. In this collection, contributors provide



critical analyses of judicial complaints and discipline systems in thirteen
diverse jurisdictions, revealing that an effective and legitimate regime
requires the nuanced calibration of numerous public values including
independence, accountability, impartiality, fairness, reasoned justification,
transparency, representation, and efficiency.
 Art of the Court of Bijapur Jun 01 2021 The courtly patrons and artists of
Bijapur, an Islamic kingdom that flourished in the Deccan region of India in
the 16th and 17th centuries, produced lush paintings and elaborately carved
architecture, evidence of a highly cosmopolitan Indo-Islamic culture. This
stunningly illustrated study traces the development of Bijapuri art and
courtly identity through detailed examination of selected paintings,
architecture and literature.
 The Judicial Process Mar 11 2022 The Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and
Judicial Politics is an all-new, concise yet comprehensive core text that
introduces students to the nature and significance of the judicial process in
the United States and across the globe. It is social scientific in its approach,
situating the role of the courts and their impact on public policy within a
strong foundation in legal theory, or political jurisprudence, as well as legal
scholarship. Authors Christopher P. Banks and David M. O’Brien do not shy
away from the politics of the judicial process, and offer unique insight into
cutting-edge and highly relevant issues. In its distinctive boxes,
“Contemporary Controversies over Courts” and “In Comparative
Perspective,” the text examines topics such as the dispute pyramid, the law
and morality of same-sex marriages, the “hardball politics” of judicial
selection, plea bargaining trends, the right to counsel and “pay as you go”
justice, judicial decisions limiting the availability of class actions,
constitutional courts in Europe, the judicial role in creating major social
change, and the role lawyers, juries and alternative dispute resolution
techniques play in the U.S. and throughout the world. Photos, cartoons,
charts, and graphs are used throughout the text to facilitate student learning
and highlight key aspects of the judicial process.
 Criminal Courts Sep 04 2021 For courses in Criminal Courts, Court
Process and Sentencing, and Courts and Sentencing Issues A
comprehensive examination of the criminal court system and the processing
of defendants From the actors in the system, including judges, prosecutors,
and defense attorneys, through the sentencing and appeals process,
Criminal Courts provides comprehensive coverage of the United States



Criminal Court systems in a succinct, readable approach. It examines
issues confronting the system from historical, philosophical, sociological,
and psychological perspectives, and throughout there are comparisons of
court ideals with what actually happens in the courts. Comprehensive
coverage of the processing of offenders from when they are arrested and
charged with crimes, to when they are convicted and sentenced is
presented, and throughout the text, practical, real-life applications of the
topics and issues give the material meaning. Included to enhance learning
are: evidence-based chapter openings that provide context to the chapter's
material, boxes that discuss relevant case law, chapter summaries to
reiterate the chapter learning objectives, and policy-oriented critical thinking
exercises based on current issues facing the system.
 Inside the Criminal Courts Sep 28 2023
 All Rise Oct 06 2021
 The International Court of Justice and Some Contemporary Problems Mar
23 2023
 Courts and Criminal Justice in Contemporary China Apr 23 2023 This book
considers 'law on display' in Chinese courts. As the first sustained study of
criminal trials, rallies, and campaigns in Chinese courts, it offers an account
of how law and punishment is constructed and represented both in practice
and in rhetoric.
 Judicial Review and Contemporary Democratic Theory Oct 30 2023
Introduction -- Beyond the countermajoritarian difficulty -- How not to argue
about judicial review and democracy -- The revolution will be sub silentio:
The Roberts Court and judicial minimalism -- Democracy-against-
domination and contemporary democratice theory -- Compared to what?
Judicial review as just another veto point -- Judicial review in a comparative
context -- Conclusion : toward a realist, institutional democratic theory
 Court and Garden Apr 11 2022 Traces the history of the hotel, a French
style of town house, and examines its influence on the development of
modern architecture
 Judicial Review in the Contemporary World Jul 03 2021
 The Power of the Supreme People's Court Jan 26 2021 This book explores
the recent development of the Supreme People's Court of China, the
world's largest highest court. Recognizing that its approach to exercising
power in an authoritarian context has presented a challenge to the
understanding of judicial power in both democratic and non-democratic



legal settings, it captures the essence of the Court through its institutional
design as well as functional practice. It argues that regardless of the deep-
seated political and institutional constraints, the Court has demonstrated a
highly pragmatic interest in fulfilling its primary functions and prudently
expanding judicial power in the context of reform-era China. This
notwithstanding, it also discusses how the Court's incompetence and
reluctance to challenge the bureaucratism and politicization suggests that
the call for an impartial and authoritative judicial power will continue to be
jeopardized while the Court operates in the shadow of Party authority and
lacks meaningful checks and balances. Drawing on the experience of the
Court, this book reflects on some deep-rooted misunderstandings of legal
development in China, providing a source of inspiration for
reconceptualizing the internal logic of a distinct category of judicial power.
 Contemporary Cases in Women's Rights Nov 30 2023 Contemporary
Cases in Women's Rights is an introduction to the most important recent
court decisions affecting women in the United States. Abortion, sexual
harassment, pornography, surrogate motherhood, rape, custody rights--the
legal and social questions surrounding these issues all come to life through
excerpts of important U. S. Supreme Court and lower court cases. It is the
only casebook on this topic geared to undergraduates and can be read on
its own or used with Goldstein's more historically comprehensive casebook,
The Constitutional Rights of Women. Assuming that the reader has no
previous knowledge of law, Leslie Friedman Goldstein explains the
background of each case, examining the complex moral, social, and legal
problems addressed by the courts. Discussion questions at the end of each
case help students consider the issues. An explanation of how the Supreme
Court works and the text of the U.S. Constitution are included as
appendices to provide students with general background on the United
States legal system
 Criminal Courts May 05 2024 Comprehensive and engaging, Criminal
Courts: A Contemporary Perspective explores all aspects of courts and
related areas which are crucial to the criminal justice system. Written by
three nationally recognized experts in the field, this text examines court
structure, courtroom actors, trial and appeal process, and in addition,
judicial decision making, specialized courts, and comparative court
systems. By presenting up-to-date key cases, data, and current
controversial discussions such as the death penalty or legalization of



cannabis, this fifth edition provides students with opportunities to view
topics from the perspectives of the participants involved in the process and
take a position on the issue that is raised.
 Contemporary Issues Facing the International Criminal Court Jul 27 2023
Contemporary Issues Facing the International Criminal Court is a collection
of essays by prominent international criminal law commentators, responsive
to questions of interest to the Office of the Prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court. Topics include: • Jurisdiction: The 2008-2009 Gaza Issue •
The Obligation to Arrest in the Darfur Context • Appropriate Limitations on
Oversight • The ICC and Prevention of Crimes • Reparations • Proving
Mass Rape • Focus on Africa: Is the ICC Biased? • Increasing Rates of
Apprehension and Arrest Richard H. Steinberg is Professor of Law and
Political Science at the University of California (Los Angeles), and Editor-in-
Chief of www.ICCforum.com, a collaboration with the Office of the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. Fatou B. Bensouda, who
wrote the foreword, is Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court.
 Surrendering to International Criminal Courts May 25 2023 This highly
specialized study assesses the procedure of surrender of individuals to
international criminal courts, based on the practices of the International
Criminal Court (ICC), that of the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), and that of
Rwanda (ICTR). The study includes discussion of the difference between
extradition and surrender, the different conceptual systems of the three
courts with regard to surrender obligations and rights, the judicial
implications of surrender, the specific surrender defenses used in the three
courts, and aspects of international extradition law and human rights law.
Specific cases from the three courts are cited throughout. Knoops is a
criminal lawyer in The Hague in The Netherlands. Annotation copyrighted
by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
 Enforcing Freedom Nov 06 2021 In 1989, the first drug-treatment court was
established in Florida, inaugurating an era of state-supervised rehabilitation.
Such courts have frequently been seen as a humane alternative to
incarceration and the war on drugs. Enforcing Freedom offers an
ethnographic account of drug courts and mandatory treatment centers as a
system of coercion, demonstrating how the state uses notions of
rehabilitation as a means of social regulation. Situating drug courts in a long
line of state projects of race and class control, Kerwin Kaye details the ways
in which the violence of the state is framed as beneficial for those subjected



to it. He explores how courts decide whether to release or incarcerate
participants using nominally colorblind criteria that draw on racialized
imagery. Rehabilitation is defined as preparation for low-wage labor and the
destruction of community ties with “bad influences,” a process that turns
participants against one another. At the same time, Kaye points toward the
complex ways in which participants negotiate state control in relation to
other forms of constraint in their lives, sometimes embracing the state’s
salutary violence as a means of countering their impoverishment.
Simultaneously sensitive to ethnographic detail and theoretical implications,
Enforcing Freedom offers a critical perspective on the punitive side of
criminal-justice reform and points toward alternative paths forward.
 The International Criminal Court: Contemporary Challenges and Reform
Proposals Dec 08 2021 The International Criminal Court: Contemporary
Challenges and Reform Proposals is a collection of essays by prominent
international criminal law commentators, responsive to questions of interest
to the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. Topics
include: - Sexual and Gender-Based Violence: Obtaining Evidence -
Outreach: Challenges Communicating with Victims, Witnesses, and Others
- ICC State Party Withdrawals - Measuring the ICC’s Performance - The
Crime of Aggression: Scope and Anticipated Difficulties - The Rome Statute
at Twenty: Reform Proposals
 Going to Court to Change Japan Aug 16 2022 Examines the relationship
between social movements and the law in bringing about social change in
Japan
 The Role of Courts in Contemporary Legal Orders Jun 13 2022 The Role of
Courts in Contemporary Legal Orders aims to address the rising importance
of courts in contemporary legal orders. It explores the role of courts on
national, international, supranational and global level. The book provides for
a multi-discursive analysis - theoretical and comparative, exemplified with
case-studies. This book is a timely and topical analysis of pressing issues
related to the enhanced role of courts in politics and the increased impact of
politics on courts. It explores fundamental issues such as the legitimacy of
courts, judicial activism, theory and philosophy of judicial decision-making,
and the impact of politics, ethics, logic and technology on legal
argumentation. It provides an analysis of the role of courts in supranational
and global constitutionalism. Furthermore, the role of constitutional courts,
administrative courts and criminal courts as well as the most important



international and supranational courts is critically assessed. Special
attention is devoted to the role of courts in the context of democratic
backsliding, illiberal democracies and populist constitutionalism. Key issues
related to the impact of courts on environmental and human rights'
protection are also addressed. The book finishes with the provocative
chapter on the alternatives to courts.
 Criminal Courts Jun 06 2024 Written by three nationally recognized experts
in the field, Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective explores all the
fundamental topics (court structure, courtroom actors, and the trial and
appeals process) as well as other ground-breaking topics, such as specialty
courts and comparative court systems. This bestseller provides you with a
foundation for understanding key concepts by reviewing the judicial
function, the role and purpose of law, sources of law, the various types of
law, and the American court system’s structure and operations. You will
build on this foundation by learning about participants in the system and the
pretrial, trial, and post-trial processes. Packed with contemporary examples
and new pedagogical tools, the Fourth Edition has been thoroughly revised
with the most up-to-date content and resources to give you a more
comprehensive understanding of the criminal courts system.
 Courts Jun 25 2023 Authored text sections and carefully selected
accompanying readings that illustrate the questions and controversies legal
scholars and court researchers are investigating in the 21st century. Edited
readings introduce students to classic studies of the criminal court system
and to cutting edge research on decision making by court actors. An
introduction to each reading gives students an overview of the purpose,
main points, and conclusion of each article and evaluates their policy
implications. How to Read a Research Article- tied to the first reading in the
book-guides students in understanding and learning from the research
articles. Mini-chapters precede the selection of readings and offer clear and
concise explanations of key terms and concepts in each section, coupled
with boxes with special interest topics and review materials that enhance
student comprehension.
 Contemporary Criminal Law Aug 28 2023 Contemporary Criminal Law:
Concepts, Cases, and Controversies, Fourth Edition, combines the
traditional concepts taught in undergraduate criminal law courses with
thought-provoking cases and engaging learning tools. This bestselling text
covers both foundational and emerging legal topics, such as terrorism,



gangs, cybercrime, and hate crimes, in a student-friendly and approachable
manner. Clear explanations of criminal law and defenses are
complemented by provocative, well-edited cases and discussion questions
that stimulate critical thinking and in-class discussion.
 Saving the International Justice Regime May 13 2022 While resistance to
international courts is not new, what is new, or at least newly
conceptualized, is the politics of backlash against these institutions. Saving
the International Justice Regime: Beyond Backlash against International
Courts is at the forefront of this new conceptualization of backlash politics. It
brings together theories, concepts and methods from the fields of
international law, international relations, human rights and political science
and case studies from around the globe to pose - and answer - three
questions related to backlash against international courts: What is backlash
and what forms does it take? Why do states and elites engage in backlash
against international human rights and criminal courts? What can
stakeholders and supporters of international justice do to meet these
contemporary challenges?
 Rebel Courts Feb 27 2021 Rebel Courts presents an argument that it is
possible for non-state armed groups in situations of armed conflict to legally
establish and operate a system of courts to administer justice. Neither the
concept of the rule of law nor the general principle of state sovereignty
stands in the way of framing an understanding of the rule of law adapted to
the reality of rebel governance in the area of justice. Legal standards
applicable to non-state armed groups in situations of international or non-
international armed conflict, including international humanitarian law,
international human rights law, and international criminal law, recognise
their authority to regularly constitute or establish non-state courts. The
lawful operation of such courts is of course subject to requirements of due
process, corresponding to an array of guarantees that must be respected in
all cases. Rebel courts that are regularly constituted and operate in a
manner consistent with due process guarantees demand a certain degree
of recognition by international institutions, by states not involved in the
conflict, to some extent by the territorial state, and even by other non-state
armed groups. These normative claims are grounded in a series of detailed
case studies of the administration of justice by non-state armed groups in a
diverse range of conflict situations, including the FARC (Colombia), Islamic
State (Syria and Iraq), Taliban (Afghanistan), Tamil Tigers (Sri Lanka), PKK



(Turkey), PYD (Syria), and KRG (Iraq).
 Federal Courts Mar 03 2024 CasebookPlus Hardbound - New, hardbound
print book includes lifetime digital access to an eBook, with the ability to
highlight and take notes, and 12-month access to a digital Learning Library
that includes self-assessment quizzes tied to this book, leading study aids,
an outline starter, and Gilbert Law Dictionary.
 Modern Court Management: Trends in the Role of the Court Executive May
01 2021
 Judicial Independence Feb 19 2023 This study discusses the many
different aspects of judicial independence in Israel. It begins with an
historical analysis of the concept of judicial independence in a comparative
perspective, emphasizing the conceptual roots of the judiciary in Jewish
law. Recent decades have witnessed a marked increase in the role played
by the judiciary in society. This general trend is apparent in Israel, where
the highly significant social role played by the judiciary has been on the
increase for some years. The constitutional role of the judiciary in society is
more pronounced in countries where the courts are empowered to review
the constitutionality of legislative acts. In Israel the power of judicial review,
in decisions of the Supreme Court, has been applied in a number of cases
in which legislation of the Israeli Parliament, the Knesset, has been set
aside. The increasingly prominent role of the judiciary in Israel is further
manifested by the frequent recourse to judicial commissions of inquiry,
chaired by judges who are often called upon to examine some of the major
public controversies.
 Contemporary Criminal Justice Jul 15 2022 Contemporary Criminal Justice:
An Examination of the System, Its Challenges, and Its Future features
current and objective research concerning the criminal justice system and
its operations. The book gives students up-to-date content that addresses
foundational concepts in policing, the courts, and corrections. The policing
chapters focus on the history of policing and current practices, police and
the law, as well as contemporary issues police are currently facing. The
court system is discussed in chapters that detail courtroom proceedings,
sentencing, and punishment. The chapters on corrections examine
community corrections, prisons and jails, and reentry and reintegration. The
final chapters of the book are devoted to juvenile justice and the future of
the criminal justice system itself. Enriched with current examples that
illustrate the system in action, the challenges it faces, and the hot button



issues of the day, Contemporary Criminal Justice is an engaging,
accessible text for courses in criminology, criminal justice, and sociology.
Kendra N. Bowen holds a Ph.D. in criminology from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. She is an assistant professor of criminal justice at Texas
Christian University, and has published in journals such as the Criminal
Justice Policy Review, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, and the
International Journal of Police Science and Management. Her community
involvement includes serving as a board member on the Fort Worth
Resource Council for Youth and Alliance for Children. Jason D. Spraitz
earned his Ph.D. in criminology from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. An
assistant professor of criminal justice at the University of Wisconsin, Eau
Claire, he has published in the Journal of Interpersonal Violence and the
Journal of Crime and Justice. He serves as an editorial board member
forCriminal Justice Policy Review and as an executive board member of the
Midwestern Criminal Justice Association.
 Contemporary Challenges for the International Criminal Court Oct 18 2022
"This incisive and important collection of contributions from well-established
experts takes the [discussion on the International Criminal Court] to newer
and higher levels. The contemporary challenges are set out and
underscored and explained. This is a collection of views and opinions that
needs to be read by practitioners, academics and judges alike. It will be an
essential tool in the debates that these challenges will generate and
provides vital material for consensus and understanding." -- From the
Foreword by Judge Howard Morrison *** The International Criminal Court
(ICC) celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2012. The initial decade was
marked, not only by the ICC issuing its first judgment, in the Lubanga case,
but also by numerous challenges which it has had to resolve. This book
brings together a number of perceptive insights into the functioning of the
ICC at the intersection between international criminal law theory and the
practice developed by the ICC. Subjects covered in the book include the
definition of crimes under the Rome Statute, the issue of complementarity
between the ICC and domestic courts, the trigger mechanisms of the ICC,
the role and rights of victims, and prospects for the future work of the ICC.
The book's contributors are leading specialists in the field of international
criminal justice, and include scholars, legal practitioners, NGO experts, and
ICC officials. It will be an important asset for all readers interested in
contemporary developments under the legal regime of the Rome Statute.



[Subject: International Law, Criminal Law]
 Islamic Modern Nov 18 2022 PART ONE. THE CULTURE, POLITICAL
ECONOMY, AND HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC COURTS -- Locating
Islamic Magistrates and Their Courts in History -- The Work of the Courts --
Litigant Strategies and Patterns of Resistance -- PART TWO. MODERNITY
AND GOVERNMENTALITY IN ISLAMIC COURTS AND OTHER DOMAINS
-- Reinscribing Authenticity and Identity -- Producing Good Subjects, "Asian
Values," and New Types of Criminality.
 Courting the Community Mar 30 2021 Community Courts are designed to
handle a city’s low-level offenses and quality-of-life crimes, such as littering,
loitering, or public drunkenness. Court advocates maintain that these largely
victimless crimes jeopardize the well-being of residents, businesses, and
visitors. Whereas traditional courts might dismiss such cases or administer
a small fine, community courts aim to meaningfully punish offenders to
avoid disorder escalating to apocalyptic decline. Courting the Community is
a fascinating ethnography that goes behind the scenes to explore how
quality-of-life discourses are translated into court practices that marry
therapeutic and rehabilitative ideas. Christine Zozula shows how residents
and businesses participate in meting out justice—such as through community
service, treatment, or other sanctions—making it more emotional, less
detached, and more legitimate in the eyes of stakeholders. She also
examines both “impact panels,” in which offenders, residents, and business
owners meet to discuss how quality-of-life crimes negatively impact the
neighborhood, as well as strategic neighborhood outreach efforts to update
residents on cases and gauge their concerns. Zozula’s nuanced
investigation of community courts can lead us to a deeper understanding of
punishment and rehabilitation and, by extension, the current state of the
American court system.
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