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Thoroughly updated through the 2022 elections,
Janda/Berry/Goldman/Schildkraut/Manna's THE CHALLENGE OF
DEMOCRACY: AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN GLOBAL
POLITICS, Enhanced 15th Edition explores how the clash of
values surrounding freedom, order and equality characterize U.S.
politics. The authors illustrate tensions between majoritarian and
pluralist views of democracy across the political landscape,
examine how U.S. political institutions and outputs compare to
those in other countries and highlight the fragility of American
democracy. THE CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY: AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT IN GLOBAL POLITICS introduces new co-author
Debra Schildkraut to this stellar author team. This best-selling
American government text is highly acclaimed for the non-
ideological framework it uses to explore three themes: freedom,
order, and equality as political values; the majoritarianism versus
pluralism debate; and globalization’s effect on American politics.
Using an easy to follow approach, with chapters and subheadings
numbered and organized by learning outcomes, and a new end of
chapter “Assessing Your Understanding” section where students
can test their knowledge, the twelfth edition provides a solution for
teaching and assessing course learning outcomes. Extensively
updated, this edition includes new examples, figures, data, and
current discussions. The authors include balanced coverage of
Obama’s historical presidency and coverage and analysis of the
2012 presidential primary campaign and election. Important



Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or
the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Democracy is a concept reflecting European philosophies,
struggles and concerns. Many Ethiopian ethnic groups have
traditions which may offer more satisfactory and culturally
acceptable foundations for a “sovereignty of the people” through
time-honored ways of voicing political ideas, ironic observations
and vital interests. In line with modern urban life Ethiopians also
organize and express their interests in non-governmental
organizations, the independent press and advocacy groups
representing political and social alternatives. The contributors to
this book analyze the democratic potential of these movements
and practices, their ability to give a voice to the view from below
and their potential contribution to a more genuine participation by
the majority of Ethiopians in democratic decision making and
bringing the sovereignty of the people a step closer to reality. This
book represents the first comprehensive study of how
technocracy currently challenges representative democracy and
asks how technocratic politics undermines democratic legitimacy.
How strong is its challenge to democratic institutions? The book
offers a solid theory and conceptualization of technocratic politics
and the technocratic challenge is analyzed empirically at all levels
of the national and supra-national institutions and actors, such as
cabinets, parties, the EU, independent bodies, central banks and
direct democratic campaigns in a comparative and policy
perspective. It takes an in-depth analysis addressing elitism,
meritocracy, de-politicization, efficiency, neutrality, reliance on
science and distrust toward party politics and ideologies, and their
impact when pitched against democratic responsiveness,
accountability, citizens' input and pluralist competition. In the
current crisis of democracy, this book assesses the effects of the
technocratic critique against representative institutions, which are
perceived to be unable to deal with complex and global problems.
It analyzes demands for competent and responsible policy making



in combination with the simultaneous populist resistance to
experts. The book will be of key interest to scholars and students
of comparative politics, political theory, policy analysis, multi-level
governance as well as practitioners working in bureaucracies,
media, think-tanks and policy making. Delivering the very latest
research and events central to the field of American Government
and Texas Politics, best-selling THE CHALLENGE OF
DEMOCRACY, TEXAS EDITION, is highly acclaimed for the non-
ideological framework it uses to explore three themes of freedom,
order, and equality as political values; the majoritarianism vs.
pluralism debate; and globalization's effect on American politics.
Extensively updated, the Tenth Edition includes new examples,
figures, data, and current discussions, including a balanced
retrospective of the Bush presidency as well as new comparative
features that place the United States in a global context. This
best-selling American government text is highly acclaimed for the
nonideological framework it uses to explore three themes:
freedom, order, and equality as political values; the
majoritarianism versus pluralism debate; and globalization's effect
on American politics. Extensively updated, this edition includes
new examples, figures, data, and current discussions. The
authors have also added a balanced retrospective of the Bush
presidency, as well as new comparative features that place the
United States in a global context. The tenth edition also includes
access to AmericansGoverning.org, an online learning
environment designed specifically to engage students in the
political process through a variety of media, including original
videos, campaign commercials, writing excerpts, simulations, and
additional sources. Additional media tools include the new "In Our
Own Words" feature--downloadable chapter overviews in MP3
format narrated by the authors--and marginal references to the
award-winning site, IDEAlog.org. This best-selling American
government text is highly acclaimed for the non-ideological
framework it uses to explore three themes: freedom, order, and



equality as political values; the majoritarianism versus pluralism
debate; and globalization's effect on American politics.
Extensively updated, this edition includes new examples, figures,
data, and current discussions. It also features an increased
concentration on Learning Outcomes, which are integrated
throughout each chapter and tied to chapter quizzes. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or
the product text may not be available in the ebook version. "Told
with authority and style. . . Crisply summarizing the Adamses'
legacy, the authors stress principle over partisanship."--The Wall
Street Journal How the father and son presidents foresaw the rise
of the cult of personality and fought those who sought to abuse
the weaknesses inherent in our democracy. Until now, no one has
properly dissected the intertwined lives of the second and sixth
(father and son) presidents. John and John Quincy Adams were
brilliant, prickly politicians and arguably the most independently
minded among leaders of the founding generation. Distrustful of
blind allegiance to a political party, they brought a healthy
skepticism of a brand-new system of government to the country's
first 50 years. They were unpopular for their fears of the potential
for demagoguery lurking in democracy, and--in a twist that
predicted the turn of twenty-first century politics--they warned
against, but were unable to stop, the seductive appeal of political
celebrities Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson. In a bold
recasting of the Adamses' historical roles, The Problem of
Democracy is a major critique of the ways in which their prophetic
warnings have been systematically ignored over the centuries. It's
also an intimate family drama that brings out the torment and
personal hurt caused by the gritty conduct of early American
politics. Burstein and Isenberg make sense of the presidents'
somewhat iconoclastic, highly creative engagement with
America's political and social realities. By taking the temperature
of American democracy, from its heated origins through multiple
upheavals, the authors reveal the dangers and weaknesses that



have been present since the beginning. They provide a clear-
eyed look at a decoy democracy that masks the reality of elite rule
while remaining open, since the days of George Washington, to a
very undemocratic result in the formation of a cult surrounding the
person of an elected leader. "This Brief Edition retains the popular
themes of the full-length text: the conflict among the values of
freedom, order, and equality, and the tensions between pluralist
and majoritarian visions of democracy. ... New to the fourth
edition: coverage of key recent events, including the 2000
elections, the impeachment and acquittal of President Clinton, the
1998 congressional elections, the political implications of new
media, including the Internet"--Page 4 of cover. THE
CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY: AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN
GLOBAL POLITICS, THE ESSENTIALS introduces new co-
author Debra Schildkraut to this stellar author team. This best-
selling American government text is highly acclaimed for the non-
ideological framework it uses to explore three themes: freedom,
order, and equality as political values; the majoritarianism versus
pluralism debate; and globalization’s effect on American politics.
Using an easy to follow approach, with chapters and subheadings
numbered and organized by learning outcomes, and a new end of
chapter “Assessing Your Understanding” section where students
can test their knowledge, the ninth edition provides a solution for
teaching and assessing course learning outcomes. Extensively
updated, this condensed edition includes new examples, figures,
data, and current discussions. The authors include balanced
coverage of Obama’s historical presidency and coverage and
analysis of the 2012 presidential primary campaign and election.
This ninth edition of THE CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY, THE
ESSENTIALS is an abridged version of the twelfth edition of THE
CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY. See “Features” for details.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version. Tom Wren s book is a masterpiece of intellectual history.



It explores the philosophical and historical foundations of
democracy in a compelling way. Wren is a sparkling and graceful
writer. He makes a potentially dry subject come alive with wit and
insight. The issues Wren addresses are extremely timely, as the
United States endeavors to advance democracy in the Middle
East. George Goethals, University of Richmond, US In this
important analysis of democratic thought and treatise on
leadership, historian Tom Wren drills down to the essential
intellectual paradox: that leadership and democracy are inherently
hostile concepts. Wren brilliantly strips down our fictions
concerning these domains in his extensive deconstruction of both
classical and modern thought. What emerges is a dialectical
awakening and a practical new vision of citizen participation and
enlightened leadership. Georgia Sorenson, James MacGregor
Burns Academy of Leadership, University of Maryland, College
Park and US Army An excellent scholarly work that is well written
and highly relevant within the context of contemporary politics.
Although essential reading for teachers and students of political
theory, it will also interest the general reader and armchair
politician. First Trust Bank Economic Outlook and Business
Review Wren is to be commended for attempting to lay bare the
underlying assumptions and premises that inform any approach to
politics. . . an important contribution to an ongoing conversation
about what contemporary leadership should look like.
Undergraduates will benefit from his review of important theorists,
and practitioners should be challenged by Wren s own theses
about leadership. Highly recommended. All readership levels.
M.J. Watson, Choice The tension between ruler and ruled in
democratic societies has never been satisfactorily resolved, and
the competing interpretations of this relationship lie at the bottom
of much modern political discourse. In this fascinating book,
Thomas Wren clarifies and elevates the debates over leadership
by identifying the fundamental premises and assumptions that
underlie past and present understandings. The author traces the



intellectual history of the central constructs: the leader, the
people, and, ultimately, the relationship between them as they
seek to accomplish societal objectives. He begins with a
discussion of the invented notion of the classical paragon of a
ruler. Next he pursues the invention of the countervailing concept
of a sovereign people, and finally, the need for the invention of a
new construct leadership which embodies a new relation between
ruler and ruled in regimes dedicated to power in the people. In
doing so, he draws upon the giants of the Western intellectual
tradition as well as the insights of modern historians, political
scientists, sociologists and leadership scholars. The book
concludes with a proposed model of leadership for a modern
democratic world. Elegantly written and masterfully argued, this
comprehensive study will be essential reading for students and
scholars of leadership and democracy. The effectiveness and
capacity of survival of democratic regimes has been recently and
widely questioned in the public and political debate. Both
democratic institutions and political actors are increasingly
confronted with rapid economic and societal transformations that,
at least according to some observers and commentators, they not
seem to be ready or equipped to manage effectively. This book
evaluates and challenges recent scholarly literature on the quality
of democracy. It provides a critical assessment of the current
state of the studies on the subject, identifying the key questions
and discussing open issues, alternative approaches, problems
and future developments. Bringing together some of the most
prominent and distinguished scholars who have developed and
discussed the topic of the quality of democracy during the last
decade, it deals with a highly relevant topic in political science and
extremely sensitive subject for our democratic societies. This text
will be of key interest to scholars of democracy and
democratization and more broadly to comparative politics,
electoral studies, political theory, power and comparative political
institutions. This best-selling American government text is highly



acclaimed for the non-ideological framework it uses to explore
three themes: freedom, order, and equality as political values; the
majoritarianism versus pluralism debate; and globalization’s effect
on American politics. Extensively updated, this edition includes
new examples, figures, data, and current discussions. The
authors include balanced coverage of the first two years of the
Obama administration, coverage and analysis of the 2010 mid-
term election, and a retrospective of the Bush presidency.
CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY: AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN
GLOBAL POLITICS can be packaged with Aplia, which offers
students automatically graded homework assignments. Organized
by chapter, Aplia helps provides students immediate, detailed
explanations and helps them come to class better prepared for
discussion. For more on Aplia and other media available with this
text, click on Supplements. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version. “A must-read for anyone
concerned about the fate of contemporary democracies.”—Steven
Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die 2020 CHOICE
Outstanding Academic Title Why divisions have deepened and
what can be done to heal them As one part of the global
democratic recession, severe political polarization is increasingly
afflicting old and new democracies alike, producing the erosion of
democratic norms and rising societal anger. This volume is the
first book-length comparative analysis of this troubling global
phenomenon, offering in-depth case studies of countries as wide-
ranging and important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey,
and the United States. The case study authors are a diverse
group of country and regional experts, each with deep local
knowledge and experience. Democracies Divided identifies and
examines the fissures that are dividing societies and the factors
bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under study,
political entrepreneurs have exploited and exacerbated long-
simmering divisions for their own purposes—in the process



undermining the prospects for democratic consensus and
productive governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis of
what has gone wrong. Each case study discusses actions that
concerned citizens and organizations are taking to counter
polarizing forces, whether through reforms to political parties,
institutions, or the media. The book’s editors distill from the case
studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus and
defeating polarization in the world’s democracies. Timely,
rigorous, and accessible, this book is of compelling interest to
civic activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in
societies beset by increasingly rancorous partisanship. The
Seventh Edition of The Challenge of Democracy maintains the
framework that explores two themes: freedom, order, and equality
as political values; and the majoritarianism vs. pluralism debate,
but also examines the impact that globalization has on the
American political system. New features include in-text icons that
integrate the Real Deal CD-ROM with the text and internet
exercises to integrate web resources. Changes to the book's
overall structure include a revised global policy chapter; end-of-
chapter exercises that ask students to find, analyze, and apply
political information they find on the Web; and thorough coverage
of the 2000 Presidential and Congressional elections as well as
the 2000-2001 Supreme Court term. New! Politics in a Changing
World boxed features appear in every other chapter and highlight
how American politics affect the world and how the world's politics
affect the United States. New! Can You Explain Why? features
challenge students to use critical-thinking skills to explain a
political paradox, such as why Americans engage in more forms
of political participation than people of other nationalities, yet don't
vote as much. Politics in a Changing America features in every
other chapter (alternated with Politics in a Changing World)
highlight changes in the political opportunity and participation of
minority groups. Compared with What boxes in every chapter ask
students to evaluate facets of the American political system in



relation to those of other countries. With democracy in decline,
authoritarian governments are staging a comeback around the
world. Over the past decade, illiberal powers have become
emboldened and gained influence within the global arena.
Leading authoritarian countries—including China, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela—have developed new tools and
strategies to contain the spread of democracy and challenge the
liberal international political order. Meanwhile, the advanced
democracies have retreated, failing to respond to the threat posed
by the authoritarians. As undemocratic regimes become more
assertive, they are working together to repress civil society while
tightening their grip on cyberspace and expanding their reach in
international media. These political changes have fostered the
emergence of new counternorms—such as the authoritarian
subversion of credible election monitoring—that threaten to further
erode the global standing of liberal democracy. In
Authoritarianism Goes Global, a distinguished group of
contributors present fresh insights on the complicated issues
surrounding the authoritarian resurgence and the implications of
these systemic shifts for the international order. This collection of
essays is critical for advancing our understanding of the emerging
challenges to democratic development. Contributors: Anne
Applebaum, Anne-Marie Brady, Alexander Cooley, Javier
Corrales, Ron Deibert, Larry Diamond, Patrick Merloe, Abbas
Milani, Andrew Nathan, Marc F. Plattner, Peter Pomerantsev,
Douglas Rutzen, Lilia Shevtsova, Alex Vatanka, Christopher
Walker, and Frederic Wehrey This provocative book presents
compelling evidence that the fundamental problem behind
environmental destruction—and climate change in particular—is
the operation of liberal democracy. Climate change threatens the
future of civilization, but humanity is impotent in effecting
solutions. Even in those nations with a commitment to reduce
greenhouse emissions, they continue to rise. This failure mirrors
those in many other spheres that deplete the fish of the sea,



erode fertile land, destroy native forests, pollute rivers and
streams, and utilize the world's natural resources beyond their
replacement rate. In this provocative book, Shearman and Smith
present evidence that the fundamental problem causing
environmental destruction—and climate change in particular—is
the operation of liberal democracy. Its flaws and contradictions
bestow upon government—and its institutions, laws, and the
markets and corporations that provide its sustenance—an inability
to make decisions that could provide a sustainable society.
Having argued that democracy has failed humanity, the authors
go even further and demonstrate that this failure can easily lead
to authoritarianism without our even noticing. Even more
provocatively, they assert that there is merit in preparing for this
eventuality if we want to survive climate change. They are not
suggesting that existing authoritarian regimes are more
successful in mitigating greenhouse emissions, for to be
successful economically they have adopted the market system
with alacrity. Nevertheless, the authors conclude that an
authoritarian form of government is necessary, but this will be
governance by experts and not by those who seek power. There
are in existence highly successful authoritarian structures—for
example, in medicine and in corporate empires—that are capable
of implementing urgent decisions impossible under liberal
democracy. Society is verging on a philosophical choice between
liberty or life. But there is a third way between democracy and
authoritarianism that the authors leave for the final chapter.
Having brought the reader to the realization that in order to halt or
even slow the disastrous process of climate change we must
choose between liberal democracy and a form of authoritarian
government by experts, the authors offer up a radical reform of
democracy that would entail the painful choice of curtailing our
worldwide reliance on growth economies, along with various legal
and fiscal reforms. Unpalatable as this choice may be, they argue
for the adoption of this fundamental reform of democracy over the



journey to authoritarianism. The events of September 11 and the
subsequent war on terrorism have provoked widespread
discussion about the possibility of democracy in the Islamic world.
Such topics as the meaning of jihad, the role of clerics as
authoritative interpreters, and the place of human rights and
toleration in Islam have become subjects of urgent public debate
around the world. With few exceptions, however, this debate has
proceeded in isolation from the vibrant traditions of argument
within Islamic theology, philosophy, and law. Islam and the
Challenge of Democracy aims to correct this deficiency. The book
engages the reader in a rich discourse on the challenges of
democracy in contemporary Islam. The collection begins with a
lead essay by Khaled Abou El Fadl, who argues that democracy,
especially a constitutional democracy that protects basic
individual rights, is the form of government best suited to
promoting a set of social and political values central to Islam.
Because Islam is about submission to God and about each
individual's responsibility to serve as His agent on Earth, Abou El
Fadl argues, there is no place for the subjugation to human
authority demanded by authoritarian regimes. The lead essay is
followed by eleven others from internationally respected
specialists in democracy and religion. They address, challenge,
and engage Abou El Fadl's work. The contributors include John
Esposito, Muhammad Fadel, Noah Feldman, Nader Hashemi,
Bernard Haykel, Muqtedar Khan, Saba Mahmood, David Novak,
William Quandt, Kevin Reinhart, and Jeremy Waldron.
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