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This book is one of the first studies of twentieth-century travel literature in French, tracking the form from
the colonial past to the postcolonial present. Whereas most recent explorations of travel literature have
addressed English-language material, Forsdick's study complements these by presenting a body of material
that has previously attracted little attention, ranging from conventional travel writing to other cultural
phenomena (such as the Colonial Exposition of 1931) in which changing attitudes to travel are apparent.
Travel in Twentieth-Century French and Francophone Cultures explores the evolution of attitudes to
cultural diversity, explaining how each generation seems simultaneously to foretell the collapse and
reinvention of 'elsewhere'. It also follows the progressive renegotiation of understandings of travel (and
travel literature) across the twentieth century, focusing in particular on the emergence of travel narratives
from France's former colonies. The book suggests that an exclusive colonial understanding of travel as a
practice defined along the lines of class, gender, and ethnicity has slowly been transformed so that travel
has become an enabling figure - encapsulated in notions such as James Clifford's 'traveling cultures' -
central to analyses of contemporary global culture. Engaging initially with Victor Segalen's early twentieth-
century reflection on travel and exoticism and Albert Kahn's 'Archives de la Planète', Forsdick goes on to
examine a series of interrelated texts and phenomena: early African travel narratives, inter-war
ethnography, post-war accounts of Citroën 2CV journeys, the travel stories of immigrant workers, the work
of Nicholas Bouvier and the Pour une littérature voyageuse movement, narratives of recent walking
journeys, and contemporary Polynesian literature. In delineating a francophone space stretching far beyond
metropolitan France itself, the book contributes to new understandings of French and Francophone
Studies, and will also be of interest to those interested in issues of comparatism as well as colonial and
postcolonial culture and identity. Profound analysis of French comics through a postcolonial lens
Postcolonialism and migration are major themes in contemporary French comics and have roots in the
Algerian War (1954–62), antiracist struggle, and mass migration to France. This volume studies comics
from the end of the formal dismantling of French colonial empire in 1962 up to the present. French
cartoonists of ethnic-minority and immigrant heritage are a major focus, including Zeina Abirached
(Lebanon), Yvan Alagbé (Benin), Baru (Italy), Enki Bilal (former Yugoslavia), Farid Boudjellal (Algeria and
Armenia), José Jover (Spain), Larbi Mechkour (Algeria), and Roland Monpierre (Guadeloupe). The author
analyzes comics representing a gamut of perspectives on immigration and postcolonial ethnic minorities,
ranging from staunch defense to violent rejection. Individual chapters are dedicated to specific artists,



artistic collectives, comics, or themes, including avant-gardism, undocumented migrants in comics, and
racism in far-right comics. Long repressed following the collapse of empire, memories of the French
colonial experience have recently gained unprecedented visibility. In popular culture, scholarly research,
personal memoirs, public commemorations, and new ethnicities associated with the settlement of
postcolonial immigrant minorities, the legacy of colonialism is now more apparent in France than at any
time in the past. How is this upsurge of interest in the colonial past to be explained? Does the
commemoration of empire necessarily imply glorification or condemnation? To what extent have previously
marginalized voices succeeded in making themselves heard in new narratives of empire? While veils of
secrecy have been lifted, what taboos still remain and why? These are among the questions addressed by an
international team of leading researchers in this interdisciplinary volume, which will interest scholars in a
wide range of disciplines including French studies, history, literature, cultural studies, and anthropology. At
the intersection of literary, cultural, and postcolonial studies, this volume looks at French perceptions of
"Indochina" as they are conveyed through a variety of media including cinema, literature, art, and historical
or anthropological writings. The volume is long awaited, as France's memory of "Indochina" is understudied
compared to its relationship with its former colonies in West and North Africa. The book has contemporary
urgency as the makeup of France's immigrant population changes and grows to include Vietnamese,
Cambodian, and Laotioan populations. Despite the loss of the French Empire, France and its former
colonies are still bound by a common historical past. With the new global promotion of la Francophonie, the
relation between the various constituencies of the French-speaking regions of the world is reexamined and
debated in this book, through the conversation between scholars dealing with diverse texts and contexts
that present the colonial contact and its imprint. The book illustrates how, in France and in its other worlds,
that contact, its repercussions, and its memory are lived and expressed today in a variety of textual
representations. The historical contact between France and its other worlds has given birth to new kinds of
cross-cultural expressions in the arts, in literature, and in aesthetics, establishing interrelations and
generating appropriations from both sides of the Hexagon frontier, highlighting the fluidity and the
permeability of its cultural borders. The book subtext tells that the frontier between France and its other
worlds is no more an unshakable geographical, political, and cultural limit, but rather a line that has
become mobile, fluctuating, and permeable, and across which currents, ideas, sensitivities, and creativity
are expressed, bearing testimony to vitality and diversity but also to a cross-fertilization of cultures and
societies (re) crossing or meeting at that line. Seen from this latter perspective, the book comes also as an
interrogation of the inclusiveness or exclusiveness of the words francophone and Francophonie, and, at an
academic level, a mutual exclusion of French and Francophone Studies. "[W]ithout a doubt one of the most
important studies so far completed on literature in French grounded in the experiences of migrants of sub-
Saharan African origin." —Alec Hargreaves, Florida State University France has always hosted a rich and
vibrant black presence within its borders. But recent violent events have raised questions about France's
treatment of ethnic minorities. Challenging the identity politics that have set immigrants against the
mainstream, Black France explores how black expressive culture has been reformulated as global culture in
the multicultural and multinational spaces of France. Thomas brings forward questions such as—Why is
France a privileged site of civilization? Who is French? Who is an immigrant? Who controls the networks of
production? Black France poses an urgently needed reassessment of the French colonial legacy. This
landmark text constitutes the first comprehensive overview of Francophone Postcolonial Studies. Moving
away from reductive geographical or linguistic surveys of the Francophone world, this collection of original
essays provides a thematic discussion of the complex historical, political and cultural links between France
and its former colonies. Providing a theoretical framework for postcolonial criticism of the field, it also aims
to trigger a genuine dialogue between Francophone and Anglophone scholars of postcolonialism. Part I
provides a historical overview, from the eighteenth to the twentieth century, addressing issues of
colonialism, slavery and exoticism. Part II looks at language issues and discusses France's belief in the
universality of its language and culture and the postcolonial challenges to that view. Part III discusses
issues of diversity and multiculturalism in contemporary Francophone cultures. Part IV concludes with an
analysis of the French-language contribution to postcolonialism as well as an examination of Francophone
postcolonial thought and culture in the principal areas of the French-speaking world. Edited by two of the

up-and-coming names in Francophone Postcolonial Studies, the collection includes contributions from an
international team including some of the world's leading scholars in the field. Globalizing the Postcolony:
Contesting Discourses of Gender and Development in Francophone Africa is a study of development in the
former French colonies of West Africa. It takes as its starting point the international community's reporting
on human and social development and gender in the developing areas, which began systematically in 1990
and which has provided a framework for policy-making in this field. This study analyzes current thinking on
the challenges facing gender and development in Africa, before moving on to examine the historical factors
marking the gender and development profile of the francophone West African region. Through an analysis
of gender politics in the region from pre-colonial to postcolonial times, the book examines the gradual
incursion of exogenous gender policies into the region throughout the 20th century. At the intersection of
literary, cultural, and postcolonial studies, this volume looks at French perceptions of 'Indochina' as they
are conveyed through a variety of media including cinema, literature, art, and historical or anthropological
writings. The volume is long awaited, as France's memory of 'Indochina' is understudied compared to its
relationship with its former colonies in West and North Africa. The book has contemporary urgency as the
makeup of France's immigrant population changes and grows to include Vietnamese, Cambodian, and
Laotioan populations. This landmark text constitutes the first comprehensive overview of Francophone
Postcolonial Studies. Moving away from reductive geographical or linguistic surveys of the Francophone
world, this collection of original essays provides a thematic discussion of the complex historical, political
and cultural links between France and its former colonies. Providing a theoretical framework for
postcolonial criticism of the field, it also aims to trigger a genuine dialogue between Francophone and
Anglophone scholars of postcolonialism. Part I provides a historical overview, from the eighteenth to the
twentieth century, addressing issues of colonialism, slavery and exoticism. Part II looks at language issues
and discusses France's belief in the universality of its language and culture and the postcolonial challenges
to that view. Part III discusses issues of diversity and multiculturalism in contemporary Francophone
cultures. Part IV concludes with an analysis of the French-language contribution to postcolonialism as well
as an examination of Francophone postcolonial thought and culture in the principal areas of the French-
speaking world. Edited by two of the up-and-coming names in Francophone Postcolonial Studies, the
collection includes contributions from an international team including some of the world's leading scholars
in the field. This collection of essays investigates the fundamental role that the loss of colonial territories at
the end of the Ancient Regime and post-World War II has played in shaping French memories and colonial
discourses. In identifying loss and nostalgia as key tropes in cultural representations, these essays call for a
re-evaluation of French colonialism as a discourse informed not just by narratives of conquest, but equally
by its histories of defeat. Bridging gaps between intellectual history, biography, and military/colonial
history, Barnett Singer and John Langdon provide a challenging, readable interpretation of French
imperialism and some of its leading figures from the early modern era through the Fifth Republic. They ask
us to rethink and reevaluate, pulling away from the usual shoal of simplistic condemnation. In a series of
finely-etched biographical studies, and with much detail on both imperial culture and wars (including World
War I and II), they offer a balanced, deep, strong portrait of key makers and defenders of the French
Empire, one that will surely stimulate much historical work in the field. Addressing the remarkable absence
of colonial legacy from Pierre Nora's Les Lieux de mémoire, the present volume fosters a new reading of
the French past by discerning and exploring an initial repertoire of realms that bridges the gap between
traditionally instituted French memory and traces of the colonial on the Republic's soil, including its
Outremer. Against the Postcolonial is at once a study of five writers from lands formerly or currently ruled
by France (Algeria, Cambodia, Guiana, Madagascar, and Mali) and an interrogation of the relevance of
postcolonial theory, criticism and studies to these writers. The authors are necessarily placed against the
background of postcolonial studies, but since they have radically different backgrounds, histories, and
careers, Serrano argues against the relevance of a homogenizing critical practice most interested in
replicating itself. An exploration of how an official French visual culture normalized France’s colonial
project and exposed citizens and subjects to racialized ideas of life in the empire. By the end of World War
I, having fortified its colonial holdings in the Caribbean, Latin America, Africa, the Indian Ocean, and Asia,
France had expanded its dominion to the four corners of the earth. This volume examines how an official



French visual culture normalized the country’s colonial project and exposed citizens and subjects alike to
racialized ideas of life in the empire. Essays analyze aspects of colonialism through investigations into the
art, popular literature, material culture, film, and exhibitions that represented, celebrated, or were created
for France’s colonies across the seas. These studies draw from the rich documents and
media—photographs, albums, postcards, maps, posters, advertisements, and children’s games—related to
the nineteenth- and twentieth-century French empire that are held in the Getty Research Institute’s
Association Connaissance de l’histoire de l’Afrique contemporaine (ACHAC) collections. ACHAC is a
consortium of scholars and researchers devoted to exploring and promoting discussions of race,
iconography, and the colonial and postcolonial periods of Africa and Europe. This collection of original
essays challenges French-centered conceptions of francophonie as the shaping force of the production and
study of the French language, literature, culture, film, and art both inside and outside mainland France.
The traditional view of francophone cultural productions as offshoots of their hexagonal avatar is replaced
by a pluricentric conception that reads interrelated aspects of francophonie as products of specific
contexts, conditions, and local ecologies that emerged from post/colonial encounters with France and other
colonizing powers. The twenty-one papers grouped into six thematic parts focus on distinctive literary,
linguistic, musical, cinematographic, and visual forms of expression in geographical areas long defined as
the peripheries of the French-speaking world: the Caribbean, the Indian Ocean, the Maghreb, sub-Saharan
Africa, Quebec, and hexagonal cities with a preponderance of immigrant populations. These contested sites
of French collective identity offer a rich formulation of distinctly local, francophone identities that do not fit
in with concepts of linguistic and ethnic exclusiveness, but are consistent with a pluralistic demographic
shift and the true face of Frenchness that is, indeed, plural. Annotation France has in recent years emerged
as a bellwether for worldwide anxieties around postcolonialism and multiculturalism, and the rise of right-
wing populism. This book offers a detailed exploration of the dynamics and dilemmas of the present
moment of crisis and hope in France through an exploration of a number of recent moral panics. Paul
Silverstein here examines urban racial violence, female Islamic dress and male public prayer, anti-system
gangster rap, and sports - all of which have triggered major national debates over France's multicultural
future. Postcolonial Counterpoint is a critical study of Orientalism and the state of Francophone and
postcolonial studies, examined through the lens of the historical and cross-cultural relations between
France and North Africa. Thoroughly questioning the inability of Western academia to shake free of
universalism and essentialism and come to grips with the Orientalism within postcolonial discourse, Farid
Laroussi offers a cultural tour d'horizon which considers André Gide's writing on Algeria, literature by
French authors of Maghrebi descent, and the conversation surrounding secularism and the headscarf in
France. A provocative investigation of the place of Muslims and Islam in Francophone culture, Postcolonial
Counterpoint asks how we must proceed if postcolonial studies is to make a difference in reconciling
history, identity, citizenship, and Islam in the West. State Power, Stigmatization, and Youth Resistance
Culture in the French Banlieues: Uncanny Citizenship foregrounds the literary, sociological, and political
structures of urban literature in France. It uses postcolonial theory, sociology, and political philosophy to
investigate the modalities surrounding the question of citizenship in a country where citizens of African
descent are not only considered a threat to national identity, but also caught between inclusion and
exclusion. By examining the literary, sociological, and political structures of urban literatures produced
after the 2005 riots, this book interrogates the questions of citizenship, belonging, and coexistence in a
context where literature from the "periphery" has become a site where "central" political power and
"mainstream" French literary canons are contested. Moreover, these productions clearly reveal an
unexplored correlation between geo-aesthetics and contemporary French national geopolitics. Ultimately,
this book is a plea for a serious approach to social formation in postcolonial France in a way that
transcends skin color, and instead is based on a shared colonial past, as well as current social
disqualifications. Ethnic minorities, principally from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and the surviving remnants
of France's overseas empire, are increasingly visible in contemporary France. Post-Colonial Cultures in
France edited by Alec Hargreaves and Mark McKinney is the first wide-ranging survey in English of the
vibrant cultural practices now being forged by France's post-colonial minorities. The contributions in Post-
Colonial Cultures in France cover both the ethnic diversity of minority groups and a variety of cultural

forms ranging from literature and music to film and television. Using a diversity of critical and theoretical
approaches from the disciplines of cultural studies, literary studies, migration studies, anthropology and
history, Post-Colonial Cultures in France explores the globalization of cultures and international migration.
In considering cultural works from French-speaking North Africa and the Middle East all published or
released in France from 1962-2011, Solheim’s study of listening across cultural genres will be of interest to
any scholar curious about contemporary postcolonial France. This book examines the way in which France
has failed to come to terms with the end of its empire, and is now haunted by the legacy of its colonial
relationship with North Africa. It examines the form assumed by the ghosts of the past in fiction from a
range of genres (travel writing, detective fiction, life writing, historical fiction, women's writing) produced
within metropolitan France, and assesses whether moments of haunting may in fact open up possibilities
for a renewed relational structure of cultural memory. By viewing metropolitan France through the prism of
its relationship with its former colonies in North Africa, the book maps the complexities of contemporary
France, demonstrating an emerging postcoloniality within France itself. What happens when the study of
French is no longer coterminous with the study of France? French Civilization and Its Discontents explores
the ways in which considerations of difference, especially colonialism, postcolonialism, and race, have
shaped French culture and French studies in the modern era. Rejecting traditional assimilationist notions of
French national identity, contributors to this groundbreaking volume demonstrate how literature, history,
and other aspects of what is considered French civilization have been shaped by global processes of
creolization and differentiation. This book ably demonstrates the necessity of studying France and the
Francophone world together, and of recognizing not only the presence of France in the Francophone world
but also the central place occupied by the Francophone world in world literature and history. Debates
about the legacy of colonialism in France are not new, but they have taken on new urgency in the wake of
recent terrorist attacks. Responding to acts of religious and racial violence in 2005, 2010, and 2015 and
beyond, the essays in this volume pit French ideals against government-sponsored revisionist decrees that
have exacerbated tensions, complicated the process of establishing and recording national memory, and
triggered divisive debates on what it means to identify as French. As they document the checkered legacy
of French colonialism, the contributors raise questions about France and the contemporary role of Islam,
the banlieues, immigration, race, history, pedagogy, and the future of the Republic. This innovative volume
reconsiders the cultural, economic, political, and social realities facing global French citizens today and
includes contributions by Achille Mbembe, Benjamin Stora, Françoise Vergès, Alec Hargreaves, Elsa Dorlin,
and Alain Mabanckou, among others. Hospitality has emerged as a category in recent French thinking for
addressing a range of issues associated with immigration. Concentrating primarily on France and its former
colonies in North and sub-Saharan Africa, this book considers how hospitality and its dissidence are
defined, practiced, and represented in European and African fictions, theories, and myths at the end of the
20th century. In this new novel, the first by a black woman ever to win the coveted Prix Goncourt, Marie
NDiaye creates a luminous narrative triptych as harrowing as it is beautiful. This is the story of three
women who say no: Norah, a French-born lawyer who finds herself in Senegal, summoned by her
estranged, tyrannical father to save another victim of his paternity; Fanta, who leaves a modest but
contented life as a teacher in Dakar to follow her white boyfriend back to France, where his delusional
depression and sense of failure poison everything; and Khady, a penniless widow put out by her husband’s
family with nothing but the name of a distant cousin (the aforementioned Fanta) who lives in France, a
place Khady can scarcely conceive of but toward which she must now take desperate flight. With lyrical
intensity, Marie NDiaye masterfully evokes the relentless denial of dignity, to say nothing of happiness, in
these lives caught between Africa and Europe. We see with stunning emotional exactitude how ordinary
women discover unimagined reserves of strength, even as their humanity is chipped away. Three Strong
Women admits us to an immigrant experience rarely if ever examined in fiction, but even more into the
depths of the suffering heart. This book demonstrates how both postcolonial France and the Maghreb
cultural identity, and memory are structured in large part through a dialogue with colonial history that
impedes a confrontation with contemporary issues important to the present and future of those
geographical territories. Cultural Memory and Colonial Haunting between France and the Maghreb
represents a comprehensive and cohesive collection of scholarly chapters owing to the breadth and depth



of knowledge regarding not only colonial and postcolonial vestiges and on-going relations between France
and the Maghreb, but rather all aspects of the Francophone world, as well as mainstream, French
contemporary literary studies and theory and the New Europe. Furthermore, this work is an important and
refreshing contribution to the field of postcolonial Francophone studies as they relate to contemporary
French society and popular culture. Readers will be equally impressed by the cogency and perspicacity of
the author's many insightful observations and arguments, which will be of great interest to both specialists
of French and Francophone cultural and literary studies. by a top-notch researcher and communicator who
knows how to adeptly get his point across both clearly and effectively. The author is equally adept at
drawing upon and incorporating into his research a body of critical and theoretical works to make his
arguments that much more convincing and well grounded. As this study shows, the author has an excellent
grasp of the crucial, cultural, historical, socio-political and literary themes and issues confronting both
French and Francophone studies with respect to postcolonial discourse affecting cultural memories of the
colonizer/colonized in both space and time. To the author's credit, this study poses some crucial questions
and offers some possible, new theoretical and practical avenues to explore or investigate with regard to the
dialectic of the Other, such as how the colonized can come to grasp with and fully define his or her own
individual identity through the distorted mirror or prism of the collective and necessarily painful colonial
experience. the complexities and problematics, the historical and cultural underpinnings, associated with
the notion of occulted memories and, more importantly, the evolutive process or mechanism of forging
identities. Drawing from the work of historian Pierre Nora, the author convincingly shows how France and
the Maghreb are haunted by past, present and future memories or complexes, by colonial lieux de memoire
or sites of memory, which perpetuate a polemical, mythical discourse and dialectic owing principally to an
obsessive memorialization of colonial history. Such identifications with the colonial ultimately represent an
overly deterministic, distorted, nostalgic collective vantage point. The author draws upon Michel Foucault's
theory of synchronic anchoring, among other theorists and writers, to make a very compelling argument to
account both historically and culturally for these memory and identity distortions or shifts. Possibly one of
the most important contributions this book makes is its lucid and illuminating discussion of the pervasive
use of haunting as a theoretical metaphor. Bhabha, Ian Chambers, Anne McClintock, and Robert Young,
Michael O'Riley points to how these theorists' work can be read as a haunting identification with French
colonial history This unique interpretation of Anglophone postcolonial theory provides a highly original and
important contribution to Francophone postcolonial studies, but it also demonstrates how theories of
postcolonial intervention are frequently formulated through the idea of an affective, haunting colonial aura.
O'Riley argues that the theoretical and cultural tropes of haunting so widely employed as a lens through
which postcolonial culture identifies with colonial history create an impasse of postcolonial identification.
Haunted by the images and memories of colonial history, postcolonial culture forges of the colonial
experience a mythical and unique point of identification that precludes identification with contemporary
issues of a postcolonial nature such as globalization. common to postcolonial theory is frequently vitiated by
the haunting, singular, and quasi-mythical place that colonial history occupies within it. Michael O'Riley's
identification of the role that French colonial history places within these dynamics of postcolonial theory is
significant and will be of great interest to scholars of the postcolonial. O'Riley's analyses and conclusions
stress the need and urgency, as suggested in the works of authors of Maghrebian descent, such as Tahar
Ben Jelloun, Leila Sebbar, Assia Djebar, and Azouz Begag, to surpass or transgress this overly static and
confining dialectic to create what the author calls the emergence of a nuanced form of postcolonial memory
which would, correspondingly, lead to renewed, healthier or more constructive and dynamic perspectives
and understandings between former colonizer and colonized. examines how postcolonial figures
demonstrate in different ways the obstacles and potential solutions to the imprisonment that colonial sites
of memory often present to contemporary relations within and between France and the Maghreb. In other
words, even though the author acknowledges that the road is laden with obstacles and pitfalls associated
with recalling the past and looking to the future on the part of both French and Maghrebians, he makes the
point that these surrogate memories are yet only beginning to be (re)written and their entire significance
and impact to be understood and appreciated. This landmark collection by an international group of
scholars and public intellectuals represents a major reassessment of French colonial culture and how it

continues to inform thinking about history, memory, and identity. This reexamination of French colonial
culture, provides the basis for a revised understanding of its cultural, political, and social legacy and its
lasting impact on postcolonial immigration, the treatment of ethnic minorities, and national identity. Post-
Migratory Cultures in Postcolonial France offers a critical assessment of the ways in which French writers,
filmmakers, musicians and other artists descended from immigrants from former colonial territories bring
their specificity to bear on the bounds and applicability of French republicanism, “Frenchness” and national
identity, and contemporary cultural production in France. Expanding the narrow script of what it means to
be Parisian, Laila Amine explores the novels, films, and street art made by Maghrebis, Franco-Arabs, and
African Americans, including fiction by Charef, Chraïbi, Sebbar, Baldwin, Smith, and Wright, and such films
as La haine, Made in France, Chouchou, and A Son. This stimulating and insightful book reveals how
increased control over immigration has changed cultural and social production in theatre, literature, and
even museum construction. Dominic Thomas's analysis unravels the complex cultural and political realities
of long-standing mobility between Africa and Europe. Thomas questions the attempt to place strict limits on
what it means to be French or European and offers a sense of what must happen to bring about a renewed
sense of integration and global Frenchness. Postcolonial theory is one of the key issues of scholarly debates
worldwide; debates, so the author argues, which are rather sterile and characterized by a repetitive
reworking of old hackneyed issues, focussing on cultural questions of language and identity in particular.
She explores the divergent responses to the debates on globalization. Addresses the theoretical and
pedagogical implications of redefining French Studies as an interdisciplinary field, while providing practical
examples of the kind of criticism that such a shift would entail. "[I]ntersects with very active areas of
research in history and anthropology, and links these domains of inquiry spanning Europe and North Africa
in a creative and innovative fashion." --Douglas Holmes, Binghamton University Maltese settlers in colonial
Algeria had never lived in France, but as French citizens were abruptly "repatriated" there after Algerian
independence in 1962. In France today, these pieds-noirs are often associated with "Mediterranean"
qualities, the persisting tensions surrounding the French-Algerian War, and far-right, anti-immigrant
politics. Through their social clubs, they have forged an identity in which Malta, not Algeria, is the unifying
ancestral homeland. Andrea L. Smith uses history and ethnography to argue that scholars have failed to
account for the effect of colonialism on Europe itself. She explores nostalgia and collective memory; the
settlers' liminal position in the colony as subalterns and colonists; and selective forgetting, in which Malta
replaces Algeria, the "true" homeland, which is now inaccessible, fraught with guilt and contradiction. The
study provides insight into race, ethnicity, and nationalism in Europe as well as cultural context for
understanding political trends in contemporary France. Madame de Pompadour's famous quip, 'Apr_s nous,
le deluge, ' serves as fitting inspiration for this lively discussion of postwar French intellectual and cultural
life. Over the past thirty years, North American and European scholarship has been significantly
transformed by the absorption of poststructuralist and postmodernist theories from French thinkers. But
Julian Bourg's seamlessly edited volume proves that, historically speaking, French intellecutal and cultural
life since World War Two has involved much more than a few infamous figures and concepts. Motivated by
a desire to narrate and contextualize the deluge of 'French theory, ' After the Deluge showcases recent
work by today's brightest scholars of French intellectual history that historicizes key debates, figures, and
turning points in the postwar era of French thought. Relying on primary and archival sources, contributors
examine, among other themes: left-wing critiques of the Left, the internationalizing of thought, the
institutional and affective conditions of cultural life, and the religious imagination. They revive neglected
debates and figures, and they explore the larger impact of political quarrels. In an afterword, preeminent
French historian Fran_ois Dosse heralds the arrival of a new generation, a historiographical sensibility that
brings fresh, original perspectives and a passion for French history to the contemporary French intellectual
arena. After the Deluge adds significant depth and breadth to our understanding of postwar French
intellectual and cultural history. Organized by region, boasting an international roster of contributors, and
including summaries of selected creative and critical works and a guide to selected terms and figures,
Salhi's volume is an ideal introduction to French studies beyond the canon. Abdelkébir Khatibi is one of the
most important voices to emerge from North Africa in postcolonial studies. This book is the first to offer a
thoroughgoing analysis in English of all aspects of his multifaceted thought, as it ranges from Moroccan



politics to Arabic calligraphy, and from decolonisation to interculturality. Taking an innovative approach,
Jane Winston's Postcolonial Duras radically revises our understanding of both Duras and a crucial swath of
French cultural and literary history by studying each one through the lens of the other. This is the first book
to read Duras's work in relation to the broad historical contexts excluded from our analytic optics since the
1950s - colonial education and propaganda, the postwar left-wing political radicalization of intellectuals and
their challenge to the French cultural subject, and the anti-racist writings of African-American Richard
Wright - as well as in relation to the fin de siècle work of Vietnamese diasporic artists Tran Anh Hung and
Linda Lê. Rewriting Duras into this broad historical context, Postcolonial Duras establishes Wright's central
role in the postwar French literary field and Duras's crucial intermediary place between the French literary
and cultural fields and their Francophone successors. Around them rises up an account of postwar France
locked in the struggle for its cultural memory, as representational tools deployed in the conservative 1950s
still seek to maintain their exclusions, while the ongoing displacement of peoples from the former colonies
continues to transform its cultural and literary fabrics. Required reading for students and scholars of
Duras, this book will interest specialists in the fields of contemporary French and Francophone literary and
cultural studies, Diaspora Studies, African American literary studies, postcolonial and transnational studies,
comparative literary studies, feminist theory, and gender studies. This landmark text constitutes the first
comprehensive overview of Francophone Postcolonial Studies. Moving away from reductive geographical or
linguistic surveys of the Francophone world, this collection of original essays provides a thematic
discussion of the complex historical, political and cultural links between France and its former colonies.
Providing a theoretical framework for postcolonial criticism of the field, it also aims to trigger a genuine
dialogue between Francophone and Anglophone scholars of postcolonialism. Part I provides a historical
overview, from the eighteenth to the twentieth century, addressing issues of colonialism, slavery and
exoticism. Part II looks at language issues and discusses France's belief in the universality of its language
and culture and the postcolonial challenges to that view. Part III discusses issues of diversity and
multiculturalism in contemporary Francophone cultures. Part IV concludes with an analysis of the French-
language contribution to postcolonialism as well as an examination of Francophone postcolonial thought
and culture in the principal areas of the French-speaking world. Edited by two of the up-and-coming names
in Francophone Postcolonial Studies, the collection includes contributions from an international team
including some of the world's leading scholars in the field.
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