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The United States government
invests billions each year on
equipping armed forces with
the most advanced military
equipment. The root of the
American defense acquisition
system is driven by a
combination of national
interests and domestic political
requirements. While
fundamentally the defense
acquisition system has
produced results for the United
States military, improvements
are needed in order to continue
to move forward in advancing
military tactics and technology.
Exploring both the systemic
and political levels of the
system, Sorenson argues that
the United States will fall
behind if the current defense

acquisition system is not
reformed. This book brings
together elements of this
complicated system, such as
national security requirements,
and the changes that are
needed in both the structural
and political pillars. A
combination of political
interests and the needs of the
military, serviced by an ever-
shrinking defense industry,
make a genuine acquisition
reform even more difficult,
resulting in reform that is more
symbolic than genuine.
"Examines six of Lincoln's key
opponents (states' rights
constitutionalists Alexander H.
Stephens, John C. Calhoun, and
George Fitzhugh; and
abolitionists Henry David

Thoreau, William Lloyd
Garrison, and Frederick
Douglass) to illustrate the
broad significance of the
slavery question and to
highlight the importance of
political considerations in
public decision making"--
Provided by publisher. This
new textbook seeks to explain
how US defense and national
security policy is formulated
and conducted. The focus is on
the role of the President,
Congress, political partisans,
defense industries, lobbies,
science, the media, and
interest groups, including the
military itself, in shaping
policies. It examines the
following key themes: US
grand strategy; who joins



America's military; how and
why weapons are bought; the
management of defense; public
attitudes toward the military
and casualties; the roles of the
President and the Congress in
controlling the military; the
effects of 9/11 on security
policy, homeland security,
government reorganizations,
and intra- and inter-service
relations. The book shows how
political and organizational
interests determine US defense
policy, and warns against the
introduction of centralising
reforms. In emphasizing the
process of defense policy-
making, rather than just the
outcomes of that process, this
book signals a departure from
the style of many existing

textbooks. Policy expert Carl S.
Gray critiques trends in
national security, arguing that
as the world's lone superpower,
the United States is, and
should continue to be, involved
in international security affairs
and defense issues. Beyond the
traditional two-dimensional
analyses of defense economics
and defense politics lies a
rapidly growing field of
research: the political economy
of defense. As the study of the
interface between economics,
politics, and defense
proliferates, this collective
volume sets out to identify the
nature of political economy of
defense inquiry, surpassing a
narrower focus on the
economic consequences of

military spending. The starting
point for this collaborative
effort was a series of panel
discussions, organized by
Andrew L. Ross, in which most
of the contributors to this
volume participated. The
majority of chapters were
written expressly for this book
and have not been previously
published. These analytical and
empirical investigations are
intended to illustrate the
broad, encompassing scope of
political economy of defense
research and contribute to the
development of a research
agenda. Andrew L. Ross has
brought together a timely and
significant array of inquiry into
the impact of defense spending
on world politics and global



economics. This book will be of
great interest to political
scientists, defense specialists,
and economists studying the
military-industrial complex.
This textbook provides an
accessible overview of US
defense politics for upper-level
students. This new edition has
been fully updated and revised,
with a new chapter on
intelligence and new material
on unmanned drones, women
in the military, the Tea Party,
and other key issues. Analyzing
the ways in which the United
States prepares for war, the
authors demonstrate how
political and organizational
interests determine US defense
policy and warn against over-
emphasis on planning,

centralization, and
technocracy. Emphasizing the
process of defense policy-
making rather than just the
outcomes of that process, US
Defense Politics departs from
the traditional style of many
existing textbooks. Designed to
help students understand the
practical side of American
national security policy, the
book examines the following
key themes: US grand strategy;
who joins America's military;
how and why weapons are
bought; the management of
defense; public attitudes
toward the military and
casualties; the roles of the
President and the Congress in
controlling the military; the
effects of 9/11 and the Global

War on Terror on security
policy, homeland security,
government reorganizations,
and intra- and inter-service
relations. The textbook will be
essential reading for students
of US defense politics, US
national security policy and
homeland security, and highly
recommended for students of
US foreign policy, US public
policy and public
administration. An overview of
offense-defense theory, which
argues that the relative ease of
offense and defense varies in
international politics. Offense-
defense theory argues that the
relative ease of offense and
defense varies in international
politics. When the offense has
the advantage, military



conquest becomes easier and
war is more likely; the opposite
is true when the defense has
the advantage. The balance
between offense and defense
depends on geography,
technology, and other factors.
This theory, and the body of
related theories, has generated
much debate and research over
the past twenty-five years.This
book presents a comprehensive
overview of offense-defense
theory. It includes contending
views on the theory and some
of the most recent attempts to
refine and test it. Whether it's
guns and ammunition or
multidimensional anti-terrorism
systems, the defense industry
is dynamic, complex, and
ubiquitous. It is also

mysterious, powerful, and
controversial, involving
thousands of players
worldwide—from suppliers and
producers to government and
military procurers to shadowy
figures that trade in the black
market. This comprehensive,
two-volume reference will
explore, on a global scale, the
various issues, concepts,
problems, and controversies
surrounding the rise of the
modern defense industry.
Unparalleled in its scope and
insight, The Modern Defense
Industry will prove invaluable
to the industry's critics and
champions alike. The
phenomenon of a more-or-less
permanent defense
industry—especially one so

wide in scale, breadth (air, sea,
land, and space), technology,
and geography—is still
relatively new. Until now, its
implications for politics,
economics, and technology
have not been adequately
discussed in an authoritative,
accessible format for scholars
and researchers, business
people, journalists,
policymakers, and interested
laymen. The Modern Defense
Industry addresses the period
from 1945 to the present,
covering the United States,
Europe, Russia, China, Israel,
and other important arms-
producing and arms-procuring
countries. Including essays by
experts from around the world,
a glossary, data on firms and



governments, laws and
policies, primary documents,
case studies, and a host of
other elements, this set will be
a unique resource for anyone
interested in the arms industry.
It will also offer penetrating
insights into topics like
international relations and
diplomacy, arms proliferation,
and contemporary politics.
Volume I comprises chapters
by experts in the field on topics
like the relationship between
the industry, military, and
government; how new modes of
warfare are changing the
industry; the implications of
globalization on the industry;
the black and gray areas of the
arms trade; and much more.
Volume II features an extensive

A-Z glossary of terms, lists of
defense firms and government
agencies, annotated primary
documents, lists of leading
defense contractors and key
weapons systems, an analysis
of key legislation, and
professional organizations. The
Modern Defense Industry sets
the standard for state of the art
overviews of an industry that
has, for better or worse, come
to infuse nearly every aspect of
world affairs in the early
twenty-first century. This
report explores the history and
politics behind the post-Cold
War history of defense reviews
to understand how they
evolved, what they can and
cannot accomplish, and how
the services and the

Department of Defense can
maximize their future use. A
contemporary and
comprehensive analysis of
national and supranational
defence governance in an
uncertain and increasingly
dangerous world. This book
will appeal to policymakers,
analysts, graduate students
and academics interested in
defence economics, political
economy, public economics and
public policy. This book
provides an accessible
overview of US defense politics
for upper-level students. This
new edition has been fully
updated and revised, with a
new chapter on veterans and
new material on topics such as
cyberwarfare and lobbying.



Analyzing the ways in which
the United States prepares for
war, the authors demonstrate
how political and
organizational interests
determine US defense policy
and warn against over-
emphasis on planning,
centralization, and
technocracy. Emphasizing the
process of defense policy-
making rather than just the
outcomes of that process, US
Defense Politics departs from
the traditional style of many
other textbooks. Designed to
help students understand the
practical side of American
national security policy, the
book examines the following
key themes: US grand strategy;
who joins America's military;

how and why weapons are
bought; the management of
defense; public attitudes
toward the military and
casualties; the roles of the
president and the Congress in
controlling the military; the
effects of 9/11 and the Global
War on Terror on security
policy, homeland security,
government reorganizations,
and intra- and inter-service
relations. The third edition will
be essential reading for
students of US defense politics,
national security policy, and
homeland security, and highly
recommended for students of
US foreign policy, public policy,
and public administration. This
is the first systematic study of
the relationship between

government and defense
contractors, examining in detail
the political impact of the eight
most powerful defense
contractors. It details ways in
which Boeing, General
Dynamics, Grumman,
McDonnell Douglas, Northrop,
Rockwell International, and
United Technologies influence
government, from their basic
contract activity, corporate
structure, and research efforts,
to their Washington offices,
Political Action Committee
campaign contributions, hiring
of government personnel, and
membership on federal
advisory committees.Adams
concludes with specific
recommendations for changes
in disclosure requirements that



would curb some of the
political power corporations
can wield. It also suggests
specific ways in which the Iron
Triangle can be made subject
to wider congressional and
public scrutiny. "Pierre
Manent's A World beyond
Politics? is at once a reflection
on modern political philosophy
from Rousseau to Tocqueville
to Weber and an interpretation
of the modern democratic
state. Manent is one of the
best--maybe the best--minds on
the current French scene. His
thought is always alive,
original, and provocative. It
would not surprise me if quite a
few political philosophers
began to revise their
introductory courses to address

the themes and problems
articulated in this book."--
Steven B. Smith, Alfred Cowles
Professor of Political Science,
Yale University Examines how
the Japanese government used
a series of incremental
measures in three different
periods to manage conflicting
international and domestic
pressure over defense issues in
the context of the county's
military dependence on the US
since World War II. Details the
influence and origins of such
constraints as the one-percent
of GNP ceiling of defense
spending, various international
treaties, and the strong public
opinion against the military;
and concludes that domestic
political tranquility is more

important to the government
than military parity with other
countries. Annotation copyright
by Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR This is the first systematic
study of the relationship
between government and
defense contractors, examining
in detail the political impact of
the eight most powerful
defense contractors. It details
ways in which Boeing, General
Dynamics, Grumman,
McDonnell Douglas, Northrop,
Rockwell International, and
United Technologies influence
government, from their basic
contract activity, corporate
structure, and research efforts,
to their Washington offices,
Political Action Committee
campaign contributions, hiring



of government personnel, and
membership on federal
advisory committees. Adams
concludes with specific
recommendations for changes
in disclosure requirements that
would curb some of the
political power corporations
can wield. It also suggests
specific ways in which the Iron
Triangle can be made subject
to wider congressional and
public scrutiny. Issues of
defence politics and policy have
long been at the forefront of
political agendas and defining
of international affairs.
However, the dramatic changes
to the global system that have
taken place since the end of the
Cold War and parrticularly
since the terror attacks on the

USA on 11 September 2001
have amplified the world's
attention toward political and
policy issues of national,
regional and global security.
The focus of this volume is on
examining the fundamental
causes of, and defence policy
responses to this new
'post-9/11' security
environment. Edited by Isaiah
(Ike) Wilson III and James J. F.
Forest of the US Military
Academy, West Point, USA, this
volume is international in
scope, with pieces written by
experts in the field, offering a
collection of up-to-date and
balanced insights on key
contemporary issues of concern
to defence policymakers. The
book will be an invaluable

reference tool for academics
and students, researchers in
international relations,
policymakers, media
professionals and government
officials. In every major city in
the world there is a housing
crisis. How did this happen and
what can we do about it?
Everyone needs and deserves
housing. But today our homes
are being transformed into
commodities, making the
inequalities of the city ever
more acute. Profit has become
more important than social
need. The poor are forced to
pay more for worse housing.
Communities are faced with
the violence of displacement
and gentrification. And the
benefits of decent housing are



only available for those who
can afford it. In Defense of
Housing is the definitive
statement on this crisis from
leading urban planner Peter
Marcuse and sociologist David
Madden. They look at the
causes and consequences of
the housing problem and detail
the need for progressive
alternatives. The housing crisis
cannot be solved by minor
policy shifts, they argue.
Rather, the housing crisis has
deep political and economic
roots—and therefore requires a
radical response. This text
argues for an openly political
role for the Supreme Court.
The author asserts that
politically motivated
constitutional decision-making

is not only inevitable, it is
legitimate and desirable as
well. Politicians are reviled.
From jokes on late-night TV
talk shows to radio show rants
and from public opinion polls to
ubiquitous conventional
wisdom—politicians are among
the most despised professional
class in modern society.
Drawing on seminal work in
political science, Stephen K.
Medvic convincingly argues to
the masses that this blanket
condemnation of politicians is
both unfair and unwarranted.
While some individual
politicians certainly deserve
scorn for misjudgments, moral
failings, or even criminal acts,
the assumption that all of them
should be cast in a similar light

is unjustified. More
importantly, that deeply cynical
assumption is dangerous to the
legitimacy of a democratic
system of government.
Politicians, as a class, deserve
respect, not out of blind
obedience to authority but
because democratic
deliberation requires it. Medvic
explains how cognitive biases
in the way people reason often
lead us to draw unjustified
conclusions of politicians in
general based on the
malfeasance of some. Scandals
involving politicians are likely
to be remembered and to serve
as "evidence" of the belief that
"they all do it." Most
politicians, in fact, care deeply
about their cities, states, and



nation. But they face a trap of
unrealistic and contradictory
expectations from the public
about how politicians should
behave. Medvic, in turn,
demonstrates the necessity of
ambition, the utility of politics
for resolving conflicts
peacefully, and the value of
ideology in framing political
choices. In the end, citizens
must learn to tolerate the
inherent messiness of politics
as the only viable alternative to
violent conflict. In the process,
we must embrace our role in
the political system as well. A
landmark in the study of
international relations, this
reprint of the 1951 Alfred
Knopf publication calls on
Americans to recognize the

primacy of national interest in
the formulation of foreign
policy. A controversial thesis in
1951, this statement of ideas
has stood the test of time well
into the 1980s. The author
argued that it was essential to
relearn on a continuing basis
the enduring principles of
international politics. He never
abandoned the conviction that
the national interest, expanded
and redefined to make possible
the mitigation and relief of
novel and unprecedented
threats to human survival, was
fundamental. Since World War
II, the U.S. government has
spent more than $10 trillion on
defense. Although everyone in
the United States must pay
taxes supporting defense

contracts, ten states have
obtained 75 percent of all
defense contracts and
expenditures. In Congress and
Defense Spending , Barry S.
Rundquist and Thomas M.
Carsey examine how the
distribution of defense
contracts is influenced by the
interaction of state and local
economies with the
organization of Congress and
how previous state
representation on defense
committees has affected
current committee
representation. Systematically
examining the different
methods that both policy
makers and scholars have used
to analyze policy making and
events, this new edition uses



each of these different methods
to analyze specific case studies.
It applies the various models to
seven cases: the Soviet
deployment of nuclear missiles
to Cuba, the U.S. decision to
bomb North Vietnam,
Communist China's invitation
to President Nixon to visit,
Nixon's acceptance of the
invitation, Iran's taking of
American hostages, the Iran-
Contra affair, and the Gulf war
against Iraq. For professionals
in the fields of policy making
and international relations.
Based on interviews with US
Congress members and their
staff, this study explains why
Congress has taken an
expanded role in the
formulation of US national

defence policies. The author
describes how these changes
came about and their
consequences for American
interests. This volume
highlights the impact of global
trends on defense reform and
civil-military relations,
including phenomena such as
globalization and economic
liberalization that are not
usually associated with such
matters. This timely and wide-
ranging study covers both the
economic and the political
aspects of defense
spending—first by providing a
theoretical framework and then
by explaining, in a political
economy context, the results of
decisions to allocate scarce
resources to defense. In doing

so, the authors provide a
comprehensive picture of the
interaction between defense
spending and the economic and
political structure of the United
States, complementing their
exploration of topical concerns
such as SDI with analysis of
long-term trends and issues of
timeless importance in the
defense debate. Because of the
politicizing of defense planning
and procurement, there have
been few significant
applications of optimization
techniques to high-level
defense issues over the past
decade. As a result, there has
been a rapid decline in the
importance of those
techniques—historically the
focus of books on defense



economics. Like its
predecessors, this book
presents optimization
techniques applicable to a wide
variety of defense problems,
but it also illustrates what
happens in actual practice and
why defense decisions are
often not economically
efficient. The authors discuss
alternatives for cases when
political constraints make
efficient solutions unlikely and
explore changes in the defense
establishment and political
structures that would make
economically efficient resource
allocations a reality. Over the
past twenty years, controversy
has raged over the greatly
expanded role of Congress in
the formulation of US national

defence policy. Barry
Blechman, who served as
Assistant Director to the US
Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency and as a consultant to
the Pentagon and
numerouscongressional
committees, here analyses this
fundamental shift in US policy-
making. Based in part on
interviews with Congress
members and their staff, the
book explains how and why
these changes came about and
what their consequences have
been for the defence of
American interests. 2011
Winner of the Selection for
Professional Reading List of the
U.S. Marine Corps The end of
the Cold War was supposed to
bring a “peace dividend” and

the opportunity to redirect
military policy in the United
States. Instead, according to
Daniel Wirls, American politics
following the Cold War
produced dysfunctional defense
policies that were exacerbated
by the war on terror. Wirls’s
critical historical narrative of
the politics of defense in the
United States during this
“decade of neglect” and the
military buildup in Afghanistan
and Iraq explains how and why
the U.S. military has become
bloated and aimless and what
this means for long-term
security. Examining the recent
history of U.S. military
spending and policy under
presidents George H. W. Bush,
Bill Clinton, and George W.



Bush, Wirls finds that although
spending decreased from the
close of the first Bush
presidency through the early
years of Clinton’s, both
administrations preferred to
tinker at the edges of defense
policy rather than redefine it.
Years of political infighting
escalated the problem, leading
to a military policy stalemate as
neither party managed to craft
a coherent, winning vision of
national security. Wirls argues
that the United States has
undermined its own long-term
security through profligate and
often counterproductive
defense policies while critical
national problems have gone
unmitigated and unsolved. This
unified history of the politics of

U.S. military policy from the
end of the Cold War through
the beginning of the Obama
presidency provides a clear
picture of why the United
States is militarily powerful but
“otherwise insecure.” “I still
think today as yesterday that
the color line is a great
problem of this century,” an
eighty-five-year-old W. E. B. Du
Bois wrote in 1953, revisiting
his famous claim from fifty
years earlier. But the “greater
problem,” he now believed, was
that war had “become
universal and continuous, and
the excuse for this war
continues largely to be color
and race.” Empire of Defense
reveals how that greater
problem emerged and grew

from the formation of the
Department of Defense in the
late 1940s to the long wars of
the twenty-first century. When
the Truman administration
dissolved the Department of
War, a cabinet-level
department since 1789, and
formed the DOD, it did not,
Joseph Darda argues, end war
but rather establish new racial
criteria for who could wage it,
for which lives deserved
defending. Historians have long
studied “perpetual war.”
Critical race theorists have
long confronted “the
permanence of racism.” Empire
of Defense shows––through an
investigation of state
documents, fiction, film,
memorials, and news



media––how the two converged
and endure through national
defense. Amid the rise of
anticolonial and antiracist
movements the world over,
defense secured the future of
war and white supremacy. A
landmark work in which one of
the UK's leading political
writers makes a passionate
defence of the importance of
political debate to modern
democracy. The eight-year
Reagan presidency not only
initiated the largest peacetime
military buildup in American
history but also altered
traditional partisan alignments
and revised the policy agenda
of the welfare state. In his
insightful book, Daniel Wirls
clarifies the relationship

between defense policy and
domestic policy during this
period of significant political
change when he examines
three defense policies, the
political coalitions behind
them, and their interactions.
Wirls discusses the use of the
rhetoric and resources of
national security to build and
maintain Reagan's conservative
coalition and undermine
Democratic politics; the
importance of the peace
movement in the mobilization
of liberal opposition to the
Reagan revolution; and the
adoption and promotion of
military reform, particularly by
members of Congress, in
response to the clash between
the peace movement and the

Reagan administration. He
probes the political competition
among these institutions and
coalitions by examining three
major defense policy initiatives-
-the Strategic Defense
Initiative for the Reagan
administration, the nuclear
freeze proposal from the peace
movement and the Democratic
party, and the attempts by the
military reform lobby in
Congress to change the
Pentagon's procurement
practices--and he weighs the
impact of those forces on the
defense debate and domestic
politics. Treating an
inadequately developed aspect
of the political process, this
book will be of great interest to
political scientists and



historians concentrating in
American domestic politics,
security affairs specialists, and
military historians. We live in
the grip of a great illusion
about politics, Pierre Manent
argues in A World beyond
Politics? It's the illusion that we
would be better off without
politics--at least national
politics, and perhaps all
politics. It is a fantasy that if
democratic values could
somehow detach themselves
from their traditional national
context, we could enter a world
of pure democracy, where
human society would be ruled
solely according to law and
morality. Borders would
dissolve in unconditional
internationalism and nations

would collapse into
supranational organizations
such as the European Union.
Free of the limits and sins of
politics, we could finally attain
the true life. In contrast to
these beliefs, which are
especially widespread in
Europe, Manent reasons that
the political order is the key to
the human order. Human life,
in order to have force and
meaning, must be concentrated
in a particular political
community, in which decisions
are made through collective,
creative debate. The best such
community for democratic life,
he argues, is still the nation-
state. Following the example of
nineteenth-century political
philosophers such as Alexis de

Tocqueville and John Stuart
Mill, Manent first describes a
few essential features of
democracy and the nation-
state, and then shows how
these characteristics illuminate
many aspects of our present
political circumstances. He
ends by arguing that both
democracy and the nation-state
are under threat--from
apolitical tendencies such as
the cult of international
commerce and attempts to
replace democratic decisions
with judicial procedures.
Systematically examining the
different methods that both
policy makers and scholars
have used to analyze policy
making and events, this new
edition uses each of these



different methods to analyze
specific case studies. It applies
the various models to seven
cases: the Soviet deployment of
nuclear missiles to Cuba, the
U.S. decision to bomb North
Vietnam, Communist China's
invitation to President Nixon to
visit, Nixon's acceptance of the
invitation, Iran's taking of
American hostages, the Iran-
Contra affair, and the Gulf war
against Iraq. For professionals
in the fields of policy making
and international relations.
Politicians and pundits often
scorn polarization and
compromise—the intransigence
of the former and the
feebleness of the
latter—without suggesting an
alternative way. Polarization,

when opposing forces are equal
or close to equal in strength,
leads to stalemate.
Compromise threatens to
betray one's conviction about
what is essential. Ideally, a
leader must combine conviction
about what ought to be done
with an open-minded
awareness of unintended
consequences.The social
sciences are or should be
based, largely, on the premise
that people are historical and
social beings. Holding the
Center follows this tradition,
while focusing on the trimming
aspect. In nautical terms,
trimming indicates an
adjustment of one's vessel to
accommodate one's
environment. In politics, it is to

find common ground between
extremes, not for the sake of
compromise, but because
reason does not have a single
location on the political
spectrum.The twelve chapters
in this book are brought
together by Goodheart's
argument that the Whig
trimming tradition is the heart
and soul of politics in the West,
and that both democracy and
democratic culture depend
upon the trimming tradition's
advocacy of toleration. What is
needed now, he notes, is a
transformation in our political
culture in which humility and
the admission of error enter
the list of political virtues. Non-
parliamentary democracy with
its separation of powers



depends for its proper
functioning on compromise,
especially in a time like ours of
crisis and divided government.
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