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The Oxford English Dictionary is the internationally recognized
authority on the evolution of the English language from 1150 to
the present day. The Dictionary defines over 500,000 words,
making it an unsurpassed guide to the meaning, pronunciation,
and history of the English language. This new upgrade version of
The Oxford English Dictionary Second Edition on CD-ROM offers
unparalleled access to the world's most important reference work
for the English language. The text of this version has been
augmented with the inclusion of the Oxford English Dictionary
Additions Series (Volumes 1-3), published in 1993 and 1997, the
Bibliography to the Second Edition, and other ancillary material.
System requirements: PC with minimum 200 MHz Pentium-class
processor; 32 MB RAM (64 MB recommended); 16-speed CD-
ROM drive (32-speed recommended); Windows 95, 98, Me, NT,
200, or XP (Local administrator rights are required to install and
open the OED for the first time on a PC running Windows NT 4
and to install and run the OED on Windows 2000 and XP); 1.1 GB
hard disk space to run the OED from the CD-ROM and 1.7 GB to
install the CD-ROM to the hard disk: SVGA monitor: 800 x 600
pixels: 16-bit (64k, high color) setting recommended. Please note:
for the upgrade, installation requires the use of the OED CD-ROM
v2.0. In Making Sense, David Crystal confronts the foe of many:
grammar. Once taught relentlessly to all students in the English-
speaking world, grammar disappeared from most school
curricula, so that terms such as "preposition" and "conjunction"
now often confound children and adults alike. Explaining the nuts
and bolts of grammar presents a special challenge, because - far
more than is the case with spelling and punctuation - the subject
is burdened with a centuries-old history of educational practice
that many will recall as anything but glamorous. One of the
world's foremost authorities on the English language, Crystal sets
out to rid grammar of its undeserved reputation as a dry and
intimidating subject, pointing out how essential grammar is to
clear and effective speech and writing. He moves briskly through



the stages by which children acquire grammar, along the way
demystifying grammar's rules and irregularities and showing us
how to navigate its snares and pitfalls. He offers the fascinating
history of grammar, explaining how it has evolved from the first
grammarians in ancient Greece to our 21st century digital
environment of blogging, emailing, and texting. Many find
grammar to be a daunting subject, but in this breezy, entertaining
book, Crystal proves that grammar doesn't need to make us
uneasy-we can all make sense of how we make sense. This is a
pencil-sharp book about English for anyone who ever needs to
write. In an easy-to-read style, it offers accessible and
constructive advice to help you improve your English skills. It
targets common pitfalls and those troublesome areas of English
usage that affect everyone, no matter what their level of
competence. It exposes several language myths and is bursting
with 1,500 examples of both right and wrong usage. The Joy of
English cuts to the heart of what readers want: help with their
English. Its 100 short chapters provide answers to the questions
that we are too afraid to ask - amateurs and professionals alike.
Questions such as: Who versus whom? Less versus fewer? As
versus because? In contrast to versus by contrast? Further versus
farther? Learned versus learnt? Imply versus infer? Practice
versus practise? Provided versus providing? While versus whilst?
We live in the information age. Never in history has the need to
communicate been so great. Everyone can improve their language
skills. The Joy of English puts you on the path to new levels of
competence and confidence. Designed to help lexicographers
compile better dictionaries of English, this book provides
information about the language that is not available in any other
single source. It is the first serious attempt to describe in detail
the lexical and grammatical differences between American and
British English and offers a trailblazing solution to the vexing
problem of how to treat General American and British RP
pronunciation in the same dictionary with the help of a Simplified



Transcription for which any typewriter keyboard can be adapted
and a pioneering description of the principles concerning the
treatment of fixed grammatical and lexical collocations in future
general-purpose dictionaries of English. The global spread of
English has had widespread linguistic, social and cultural
implications, affecting the lives of millions of people around the
world. This textbook provides a lively and accessible introduction
to world Englishes, describing varieties used in places as broad-
ranging as America, Jamaica, Australia, Africa and Asia, and
setting them within their historical and social contexts. Students
are guided through the material with chapter previews and
summaries, maps, timelines, lists of key terms, discussion
questions and exercises, and a comprehensive glossary, helping
them to understand, analyse and compare different varieties of
English, and apply descriptive terminology. The book is
accompanied by a useful web site, containing textual and audio
examples of the varieties introduced in the text, and links to
related sources of interest. Providing essential knowledge and
skills for those embarking on the study of world Englishes, this is
set to become the leading introduction to the subject. The
American Language is a multi-volume study of how the English
language is spoken in the United States. The book is Menken's
research of the differences between English and American
language. Mencken wanted to defend "Americanisms" against a
steady stream of English critics, who usually isolated
Americanisms as borderline "perversions" of the "mother tongue".
The book discusses the beginnings of "American" variations from
"English", the spread of these variations, American names and
slang. According to Mencken, American English was more
colorful, vivid, and creative than its British counterpart. The book
concludes with the observation in the norms of use of the proper
names in America, including surnames, given names,
geographical names, Menken's analysis on the American slang,
and forecast on the further language development. This book is a



comprehensive introduction to text forming resources in English,
along with practical procedures for analysing English texts and
relating them to their contexts of use. It has been designed to
complement functional grammars of English, building on the
generation of discourse analysis inspired by Halliday and Hasan's
Cohesion in English. The analyses presented were developed
within three main theoretical and applied contexts: (i) educational
linguistics (especially genre-based literacy programmes) (ii)
critical linguistics (as manifested in the development of social
semiotics) and (iii) computational linguistics (in dialogue with the
various text generation projects based on systemic approaches to
grammar and discourse). English Text's major contribution is to
outline one way in which a rich semantically oriented functional
grammar can be systematically related to a theory of discourse
semantics, including deconstruction of contextual issues (i.e.
register, genre and ideology). The chapters have been organized
with the needs of undergraduate students in theoretical
linguistics and postgraduate students in applied linguistics in
mind. Investigates the history and continuing evolution of
American English, from the 16th century to the present, to
celebrate the endless variety and remarkable inventiveness that
have always been at the heart of our language. By the author of
Images of English: A Cultural History of the Language. "English is
so illogical!" It is generally believed that English is a language of
exceptions. For many, learning to spell and read is frustrating.
For some, it is impossible... especially for the 29% of Americans
who are functionally illiterate. But what if the problem is not the
language itself, but the rules we were taught? What if we could
see the complexity of English as a powerful tool rather than a
hindrance? --Denise Eide Uncovering the Logic of English
challenges the notion that English is illogical by systematically
explaining English spelling and answering questions like "Why is
there a silent final E in have, large, and house?" and "Why is
discussion spelled with -sion rather than -tion?" With easy-to-read



examples and anecdotes, this book describes: - the phonograms
and spelling rules which explain 98% of English words - how
English words are formed and how this knowledge can
revolutionize vocabulary development - how understanding the
reasons behind English spelling prevents students from needing
to guess The author's inspiring commentary makes a compelling
case that understanding the logic of English could transform
literacy education and help solve America's literacy crisis.
Thorough and filled with the latest linguistic and reading
research, Uncovering the Logic of English demonstrates why this
systematic approach should be as foundational to our education
as 1+1=2. DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition
of "An English Grammar" by William Malone Baskervill, James
Witt Sewell. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to
be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully
reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books
are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will
treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves
as a classic of world literature. Seminar paper from the year 2010
in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1,0, Ernst Moritz Arndt University of
Greifswald, language: English, abstract: For me, learning English
has always been quite easy. Though I grew up as a monolingual
person and my first contact with English was not until the fifth
grade, I have been surrounded by this language constantly. When
I first started to translate my favorite pop songs into German I
became more and more familiar with English. As the following
paragraphs show this is exactly one of the reasons that people are
so familiar with it nowadays, and that made me think about this
language a little bit more intensive: English is everywhere, even
in an official monolingual country like Germany. Though it helps
us to get a better understanding for many terms in the world,
there is also a negative side. I think that a conversation held in
German should not contain more English words than necessary or



even “poison” it. Though the influence of the English language on
German is undeniable it should never dominate the other
language. This term paper deals with the status of English as a
global language. It shows how far English is spread nowadays and
also tries to find answers to the question why English of all the
many languages in the world is so influential? Therefore,
historical, grammatical and other reasons are investigated.
Afterwards, the paper presents the two sides of the English
status, namely advantages that come with it but also the negative
effects that occur. Finally, there is a look at the future of the
English language in order to find out if the influence will increase
even more or be replaced by a different language. Many linguists
have studied this field and see English especially in relation to
language death. This paper shows that the topic is very complex
and that it cannot be committed to either positive or negative.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the
1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly
expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable,
high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
This book, with a focus on English and Polish, is a study of
surveying terminology, which may be considered as an under-
researched area when compared to legal, medical or business
terminologies. It examines differences between terms and
concepts in the two languages. The purpose of the book is three-
fold: firstly, to investigate how surveying terms are created and
how they are named in English and Polish; secondly, to analyse
concept systems of the two languages with respect to surveying
terminology; and thirdly, to indicate the areas of surveying in
which terminological and conceptual differences occur, the
factors that trigger them and translation strategies which are
used to solve them. The book offers a systematic, corpus-based
approach to terminology. Data for analyses come from the English
and Polish surveying corpora compiled specifically for this
project. The author of the book attempts to provide a wide picture



of surveying terminology by looking at problems that diversified
groups of users may identify. The book is directed towards
terminologists and lexicographers, for whom it provides a set of
guidelines on how to enrich the content of surveying dictionaries,
translators and technical writers, who may find information on
how to deal with conceptual mismatches, and to specialists in the
surveying field, who are interested in finding equivalents for
problematic terms. Despite a history of hundreds of years of
research analysing aspects of English grammar, there are still
open problems which continue to baffle language researchers
today. Such ‘grammar mysteries’ arise for a number of reasons:
because the language is changing; because different speakers of
the language adhere to distinct norms and thus introduce and
maintain variation in the system; because there are differences
between the grammar of spoken and written English. This book
illuminates some of the complexities of the subject, the areas
where new discoveries await and why it matters. Through a series
of accessible and engaging case studies on various aspects of
grammar, from multiple negation to possession, the authors
present grammar as an intellectual challenge. This book brings
out into the open questions about language usage to which we
still do not have good answers in a bid to make variation overt
and to revel in the mystery of the English language. Both aimed at
the interested general reader and the beginning student of
English language and linguistics, this is a fresh take on grammar.
This concise guide to English grammar is an essential tool for
students learning the language. Covering everything from basic
sentence structure to complex tenses and idioms, the book
provides clear explanations and plenty of examples to help
students master the nuances of the language. Whether you are a
beginner or an advanced student, this book is an invaluable
resource. This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in



the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within
the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant. ÒDo You Make
These Mistakes in English?Ó Sherwin Cody was an American
writer and entrepreneur who developed a long-running home-
study course in speaking and writing with an advertisement with
this title. A critic of traditional English education, Cody advocated
colloquial style and grammar. He asked: - What is the reason so
many of us are deficient in the use of English and find our careers
stunted in consequence? - Why is it some cannot spell correctly
and others cannot punctuate? - Why do so many find themselves
at a loss for words to express their meaning adequately? The
reason for the deficiency is clear: Most persons do not write or
speak good English simply because they never formed the habit of
doing so. Those who take advantage of this study gain something
so priceless that it cannot be measured in terms of money. They
gain the self-confidence and self-respect which this ability
inspires. This is a classic reference that belongs on every writer's
shelf. Get Your Copy Now. Seminar paper from the year 2005 in
the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,3, University of Lüneburg (Anglistik/Amerikanistik),
course: History of English and English historical linguistics,
language: English, abstract: English is the language of commerce
and tourism, of international politics, of science, the official
language of international and multinational companies and
industries, the language of air traffic control, of international
news agencies, of mass entertainment, of computers and of the
Internet. It is assumed that about a quarter of the world`s
population is already fluent or competent in English (that means



around 1,5 billion people) and that there is a total of 75 territories
where English has a special place in society. These regions can be
divided according to the status they give English: Either they
have English as a native language, as a second or official
language or as a foreign language. This classification is visualized
by the so-called Three-circle-model: The inner circle compromises
those countries where English is the primary language of
communication and is learnt as a native language by the majority
of the population. It includes the United States, the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. The outer
or extended circle represents the countries where English plays
an important role in a non-native setting. In many cases these are
former British colonies where the English language is part of the
countries leading institutions and of various other domains. This
circle includes India, Malawi, Singapore and 50 other territories.
The expanding circle involves those countries in which English is
learnt as a lingua franca by many people. These countries neither
have a history of colonization nor have they given English any
administrative status. Such countries are Germany, Japan, Israel
and a growing number of other states. Fennel (2004) divides the
global spreading of English that has lead to its status as a world
language into four phases: I. British colonialism from the
seventeenth to the twentieth century II. British leadership in the
Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
III. American economic superiority and political leadership IV.
American technological domination In what follows we will focus
on the first phase: The colonial expansion of English, which also
marks the beginning of the Modern English period. The main idea
of this term paper is to introduce the most popular varieties of
English around the world and to familiarize with the historical
facts and development of these countries emphasizing on the
specific linguistic characteristics. Seminar paper from the year
2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Lüneburg



(Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: History of English and English
historical linguistics, language: English, abstract: English is the
language of commerce and tourism, of international politics, of
science, the official language of international and multinational
companies and industries, the language of air traffic control, of
international news agencies, of mass entertainment, of computers
and of the Internet. It is assumed that about a quarter of the
world`s population is already fluent or competent in English (that
means around 1,5 billion people) and that there is a total of 75
territories where English has a special place in society. These
regions can be divided according to the status they give English:
Either they have English as a native language, as a second or
official language or as a foreign language. This classification is
visualized by the so-called Three-circle-model: The inner circle
compromises those countries where English is the primary
language of communication and is learnt as a native language by
the majority of the population. It includes the United States, the
United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
The outer or extended circle represents the countries where
English plays an important role in a non-native setting. In many
cases these are former British colonies where the English
language is part of the countries leading institutions and of
various other domains. This circle includes India, Malawi,
Singapore and 50 other territories. The expanding circle involves
those countries in which English is learnt as a lingua franca by
many people. These countries neither have a history of
colonization nor have they given English any administrative
status. Such countries are Germany, Japan, Israel and a growing
number of other states. Fennel (2004) divides the global
spreading of English that ha 145,000 words, phrases, and
meanings with 85,500 examples showing how words are used
3,000 keyword entries marked, showing the Oxford 3000TM - the
most important words to know in English All words on the
Academic Word List marked 64 Reference pages including a 26-



page Oxford WritingTutor, information on punctuation, irregular
verbs, geographical names, and more. 1,000+ colour illustrations
make it easy to understand more difficult words. Note boxes with
extra help throughout the dictionary - thesaurus, topic
collocations, Academic Word List collocations, word families The
Oxford iWriter on the CD-ROM shows students how to plan, write
and check their written work, and also includes the full A-Z
dictionary, spoken words, 'record your own voice' facility, Topic
Dictionary and searchable Picture Dictionary, plus a pop-up Genie
that looks up words when you are working in Word, in e-mails or
on the Internet. This outstanding resource for students offers a
step-by-step, practical introduction to English syntax and
syntactic principles, as developed by Chomsky over the past 15
years. Assuming little or no prior background in syntax, Andrew
Radford outlines the core concepts and how they can be used to
describe various aspects of English sentence structure. This is an
abridged version of Radford's major new textbook Analysing
English Sentences (also published by Cambridge University
Press), and will be welcomed as a handy introduction to current
syntactic theory. This book will tell all you need to know about
British English spelling. It's a reference work intended for anyone
interested in the English language, especially those who teach it,
whatever the age or mother tongue of their students. It will be
particularly useful to those wishing to produce well-designed
materials for teaching initial literacy via phonics, for teaching
English as a foreign or second language, and for teacher training.
English spelling is notoriously complicated and difficult to learn;
it is correctly described as much less regular and predictable than
any other alphabetic orthography. However, there is more
regularity in the English spelling system than is generally
appreciated. This book provides, for the first time, a thorough
account of the whole complex system. It does so by describing
how phonemes relate to graphemes and vice versa. It enables
searches for particular words, so that one can easily find, not the



meanings or pronunciations of words, but the other words with
which those with unusual phoneme-grapheme/grapheme-
phoneme correspondences keep company. Other unique features
of this book include teacher-friendly lists of correspondences and
various regularities not described by previous authorities, for
example the strong tendency for the letter-name vowel phonemes
(the names of the letters ) to be spelt with those single letters in
non-final syllables. Although few taxpayers and legislators care
whether the nation's English professors are doing justice to
identifying the beautiful and the sublime, conversely the image of
English departments plays a major role in determining public
attitudes toward colleges and college faculty. Investigating the
ramifications of current debates, this book provides the clearest
and most comprehensive account of this controversy to date. The
Oxford History of English traces the language from its obscure
Indo-European roots to its position as the world's first language.
In accounts made vivid with examples from an immense range of
documentary evidence, including letters, diaries, and private
records, fifteen experts describe the history of English in all its
versions, written and spoken. They reveal the language's rich and
protean variety over the centuries and chart the progress of all its
versions, standard, regional, and international. With impeccable
and approachable scholarship, they describe and explain its
constantly changing sounds, words, meanings, and grammar. This
is a book for everyone interested in the English language, present
and past. The Story of English is the extraordinary tale of a
language that came from nowhere to conquer the world. The
essential introduction for student and general reader alike. 'A
first-rate introduction to one of the most fascinating of subjects.'
New York Times 'One of the most readable and democratic books
ever written about the language.This is something of a watershed
in both the study and presentation of English to the world.'
English Today Routledge English Language Introductions cover
core areas of language study and are one-stop resources for



students. Assuming no prior knowledge, books in the series offer
an accessible overview of the subject, with activities, study
questions, sample analyses, commentaries and key readings – all
in the same volume. The innovative and flexible ‘two-dimensional’
structure is built around four sections – introduction,
development, exploration and extension – which offer self-
contained stages for study. Each topic can also be read across
these sections, enabling the reader to build gradually on the
knowledge gained. This revised second edition of History of
English includes: ❑ a comprehensive introduction to the history of
English covering the origins of English, the change from Old to
Middle English, and the influence of other languages on English;
❑ increased coverage of key issues, such as the standardisation of
English; ❑ a wider range of activities, plus answers to exercises; ❑
new readings of well-known authors such as Manfred Krug,
Colette Moore, Merja Stenroos and David Crystal; ❑ a timeline of
important external events in the history of English. Structured to
reflect the chronological development of the English language,
History of English describes and explains the changes in the
language over a span of 1,500 years, covering all aspects from
phonology and grammar, to register and discourse. In doing so, it
incorporates examples from a wide variety of texts and provides
an interactive and structured textbook that will be essential
reading for all students of English language and linguistics. Born
as a Germanic tongue with the arrival in Britain of the Anglo-
Saxons in the early medieval period, heavily influenced by
Norman French from the 11th century, and finally emerging as
modern English from the late Middle Ages, the English language
has grown to become the linguistic equivalent of a superpower,
and is now sometimes described as the world's lingua franca.
Worldwide, some 380 million people speak English as a first
language and some 600 million as a second language. A
staggering one billion people are believed to be learning it.
English is the premier international language in communications,



science, business, aviation, entertainment, and diplomacy and
also on the Internet. It has been one of the official languages of
the United Nations since its founding in 1945. It is considered by
many good judges to be well on the way to becoming the world's
first universal language Author Philip Gooden tells the story of
the English language in all its richness and variety. From the
intriguing origins and changing definitions of common words such
as OK, berserk, curfew, cabal, and pow-wow, to the massive
transformations wrought in the vocabulary and structure of the
language by Anglo-Saxon and Norman conquest, through to the
literary triumphs of Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales and the works
of Shakespeare. The Story of English is a fascinating tale of
linguistic, social and cultural transformation, and one that is
accessibly and authoritatively told by an author in perfect
command of his material. The story of how English became
American -- and how it became Southern, Bostonian, Californian,
African-American, Chicano, elite, working-class, urban, rural, and
everything in between By the time of the Revolution, the English
that Americans spoke was recognizably different from the British
variety. Americans added dozens of new words to the language,
either borrowed from Native Americans (raccoon, persimmon,
caucus) or created from repurposed English (backwoods, cane
brake, salt lick). Americans had their own pronunciations (bath
rhymed with hat, not hot) and their own spelling (honor, not
honour), not to mention a host of new expressions that grew out
of the American landscape and culture (blaze a trail, back track,
pull up stakes). Americans even invented their own slang, like
stiff as a ringbolt to mean drunk. American English has continued
to grow and change ever since. The United States of English tells
the engrossing tale of how the American language evolved over
four hundred years, explaining both how and why it changed and
which parts of the "mother tongue" it preserved (I guess was
heard in the British countryside long before it became a typical
Americanism). Rosemarie Ostler approaches American English as



part of the larger story of American history and culture, starting
with what we know about the first colonists and their speech.
Drawing on the latest research, she explores the roots of regional
dialects, the differences between British and American language
use, the sources of American slang, the development of African
American English, current trends in political language, and much
more. Plentiful examples of the American vernacular, past and
present, bring the language to life and make for an engaging as
well as enlightening read. Allen’s Dictionary of English Phrases is
the most comprehensive survey of this area of the English
language ever undertaken. Taking over 6000 phrases, it explains
their meaning, explores their development and gives citations
that range from the Venerable Bede to Will Self. Crisply and
wittily written, the book is packed with memorable and surprising
detail, whether showing that 'salad days' comes from Antony and
Cleopatra, that 'flavour of the month' originates in 1940s
American ice cream marketing, or even that we’ve been 'calling a
spade a spade' since the sixteenth century. Allen’s Dictionary of
English Phrases is part of the Penguin Reference Library and
draws on over 70 years of experience in bringing reliable, useful
and clear information to millions of readers around the world –
making knowledge everybody’s property. Seminar paper from the
year 2001 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies
- Linguistics, grade: good, University of Basel (Seminar for
English Literatur and Linguistics), course: Seminar, language:
English, abstract: English as a world language- a challenging
topic that is fully treated in literature, because it is a topic of
general interest. But during my researches, I realized that it was
difficult to find literature about linguistic reasons for the
establishment of English as a world language. Since this aspect is
often interwoven within other reasons, for example geo-political
reasons, linguistic reasons are seldom explicitly stated.
Frequently, mixtures of reasons that have finally helped English
to reach its high eminence as a world language are presented. In



the end, I found some important aspects by picking them out of
different texts and books and confined myself to present three
important linguistic reasons for the establishment of English as a
world language. Therefore, this paper does not claim to be
complete, otherwise it would extend the prescribed lenght of the
paper.
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