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Contrary to popular perception, slavery persisted in the North well into the nineteenth century. This was especially
the case in New Jersey, the last northern state to pass an abolition statute, in 1804. Because of the nature of the law,
which freed children born to enslaved mothers only after they had served their mother's master for more than two
decades, slavery continued in New Jersey through the Civil War. Passage of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865
finally destroyed its last vestiges. The Ragged Road to Abolition chronicles the experiences of slaves and free
blacks, as well as abolitionists and slaveholders, during slavery's slow northern death. Abolition in New Jersey
during the American Revolution was a contested battle, in which constant economic devastation and fears of freed
blacks overrunning the state government limited their ability to gain freedom. New Jersey's gradual abolition law
kept at least a quarter of the state's black population in some degree of bondage until the 1830s. The sustained
presence of slavery limited African American community formation and forced Jersey blacks to structure their
households around multiple gradations of freedom while allowing New Jersey slaveholders to participate in the
interstate slave trade until the 1850s. Slavery's persistence dulled white understanding of the meaning of black
freedom and helped whites to associate "black" with "slave," enabling the further marginalization of New Jersey's
growing free black population. By demonstrating how deeply slavery influenced the political, economic, and social
life of blacks and whites in New Jersey, this illuminating study shatters the perceived easy dichotomies between
North and South or free states and slave states at the onset of the Civil War. The pre-eminent history of African-
Americans is now available in two volumes. From slavery to Freedom charts the journey of African-Americans from
their origins in the civilisations of Africa, through slavery in the Western Hemisphere, to their struggle for freedom
in the West Indies, Latin America and the United States. Still featuring numerous primary and secondary source
boxes, and even more richly illustrated than in previous editions, From Slavery to Freedom, 7/e maintains its status
as one of the most important college textbooks in print. Countering the idea that slaves were unprepared for
freedom, this groundbreaking study argues that slaves built an ethos of "honest labor" and collective humanism in
the face of oppression--an ethos that has been taken up by generations of African Americans as a foundation for
citizenship and participation in democracy. Known for My Work presents an intellectual and social history of slave
thought from the late antebellum era through Reconstruction, labor organizing in the 1930s and 1940s, the civil
rights movement of the 1960s and 1970s, and the reparations movement of the twenty-first century. Arguing that
enslaved laborers thought for themselves, imagined themselves, and made themselves, and that their descendants
have shared this moral legacy, Lynda Morgan offers an unprecedented view of African America. Examines the
history of slavery in Maryland and discusses the conditions of life of Maryland's slaves and free Blacks. A richly
illustrated, accessibly written book with a variety of perspectives on slavery, emancipation, and black life in
Savannah from the city's founding to the early twentieth century. Written by leading historians of Savannah,
Georgia, and the South, it includes a mix of thematic essays focusing on individual people, events, and places. In
Between Slavery and Freedom, Julie Winch explores the complex world of those people of African birth or descent
who occupied the “borderlands” between slavery and freedom in the 350 years from the founding of the first
European colonies in what is today the United States to the start of the Civil War. However they had navigated their
way out of bondage – through flight, through military service, through self-purchase, through the working of the law



in different times and in different places, or because they were the offspring of parents who were themselves free –
they were determined to enjoy the same rights and liberties that white people enjoyed. In a concise narrative and
selected primary documents, noted historian Julie Winch shows the struggle of black people to gain and maintain
their liberty and lay claim to freedom in its fullest sense. Refusing to be relegated to the margins of American
society and languish in poverty and ignorance, they repeatedly challenged their white neighbors to live up to the
promises of “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” enshrined in the Declaration of Independence. Winch’s
accessible, concise, and jargon-free book, including primary sources and the latest scholarship, will benefit
undergraduate students of American history and general readers alike by allowing them to judge the evidence for
themselves and evaluate the authors’ conclusions. Since its first edition in 1947, From Slavery to Freedom: A
History of African Americans has inserted the black experience squarely into American history—a narrative that
previously denied black contribution or at best dismissed its importance. An ever-growing mountain of scholarship
on African Americans informs the book’s discussion of several topics, from the development of metallurgy in
ancient African civilizations to the story of black life in the British colonies to the emergence of social movements
and activism in communities across the United States in the mid-twentieth century. This edition of From Slavery to
Freedom also incorporates new historical actors, including the role of women throughout history, particularly in
slavery, abolitionism, the Jim Crow era, and the civil rights/black power movement. Using the writings of slaves and
former slaves, as well as commentaries on slavery, Between Slavery and Freedom explores the American slave
experience to gain a better understanding of six moral and political concepts - oppression, paternalism, resistance,
political obligation, citizenship, and forgiveness. The authors use analytical philosophy as well as other disciplines
to gain insight into the thinking of a group of people prevented from participating in the social/political discourse of
their times. Between Slavery and Freedom rejects the notion that philosophers need not consider individual
experience because philosophy is 'impartial' and 'universal'. A philosopher should also take account of matters that
are essentially perspectival, such as the slave experience. McGary and Lawson demonstrate the contribution of all
human experience, including slave experiences, to the quest for human knowledge and understanding. Examines the
life of a former slave who became a radical abolitionist and Union spy, recruiting black soldiers for the North,
fighting racism within the Union Army and much more. Traces the history of the African-American people from the
Civil War years through the late twentieth century. Kathy Tilghman recounts the turbulent times of antebellum
America through a friendship between two women: a black slave and an Irish immigrant. Both travel the
Underground Railroad but neither knows the sacrifices that will be asked of them to achieve the freedom they
desperately want. This is a beautifully written historical novel. Pat T. The story moves at a fast pace and I could not
put it down. Toni D. This is an adventure packed novel where the characters choose healing over wrong-doing that
adds depth and credibility to the novel. Gabriella K. Two powerful stories that can never be told enough. E.B.M.
From the acclaimed author of Fordlandia, the story of a remarkable slave rebellion that illuminates America's
struggle with slavery and freedom during the Age of Revolution and beyond One morning in 1805, off a remote
island in the South Pacific, Captain Amasa Delano, a New England seal hunter, climbed aboard a distressed Spanish
ship carrying scores of West Africans he thought were slaves. They weren't. Having earlier seized control of the
vessel and slaughtered most of the crew, they were staging an elaborate ruse, acting as if they were humble servants.
When Delano, an idealistic, anti-slavery republican, finally realized the deception, he responded with explosive
violence. Drawing on research on four continents, The Empire of Necessity explores the multiple forces that
culminated in this extraordinary event—an event that already inspired Herman Melville's masterpiece Benito
Cereno. Now historian Greg Grandin, with the gripping storytelling that was praised in Fordlandia, uses the dramatic
happenings of that day to map a new transnational history of slavery in the Americas, capturing the clash of peoples,
economies, and faiths that was the New World in the early 1800s. In these absorbing accounts of five court cases,
Jason A. Gillmer offers intimate glimpses into Texas society in the time of slavery. Each story unfolds along
boundaries--between men and women, slave and free, black and white, rich and poor, old and young--as rigid social
orders are upset in ways that drive people into the courtroom. One case involves a settler in a rural county along the
Colorado River, his thirty-year relationship with an enslaved woman, and the claims of their children as heirs. A
case in East Texas arose after an owner refused to pay an overseer who had shot one of her slaves. Another case
details how a free family of color carved out a life in the sparsely populated marshland of Southeast Texas, only to
lose it all as waves of new settlers "civilized" the county. An enslaved woman in Galveston who was set free in her
owner's will--and who got an uncommon level of support from her attorneys--is the subject of another case. In a
Central Texas community, as another case recounts, citizens forced a Choctaw native into court in an effort to gain
freedom for his slave, a woman who easily "passed" as white. The cases considered here include Gaines v. Thomas,
Clark v. Honey, Brady v. Price, and Webster v. Heard. All of them pitted communal attitudes and values against the
exigencies of daily life in an often harsh place. Here are real people in their own words, as gathered from trial
records, various legal documents, and many other sources. People of many colors, from diverse backgrounds, weave
their way in and out of the narratives. We come to know what mattered most to them--and where those personal
concerns stood before the law. Slavery and Freedom in the Mid-Hudson Valley focuses on the largely forgotten



history of slavery in New York and the African American freedom struggle in the central Hudson Valley prior to the
Civil War. Slaves were central actors in the drama that unfolded in the region during the Revolution, and they waged
a long and bitter battle for freedom during the decades that followed. Slavery in the countryside was more
oppressive than slavery in urban environments, and the agonizingly slow pace of abolition, constraints of rural
poverty, and persistent racial hostility in the rural communities also presented formidable challenges to free black
life in the central Hudson Valley. Michael E. Groth explores how Dutchess County's black residents overcame such
obstacles to establish independent community institutions, engage in political activism, and fashion a vibrant racial
consciousness in antebellum New York. By drawing attention to the African American experience in the rural Mid-
Hudson Valley, this book provides new perspectives on slavery and emancipation in New York, black community
formation, and the nature of black identity in the Early Republic. The eighth edition of this best selling text has been
thoroughly revised to include expanded material on the slave resistance, the recent history of African Americans in
the United States, more on the history of women, and popular culture. The text has also been redesigned with new
charts, maps, photographs, paintings, illustrations, and color inserts and an extensive package has been assembled,
using technology and other multimedia to bring history to life. Written by distinguished and award-winning authors,
retaining the same features that have made it the most popular text on African American History ever, and with fresh
and appealing new features, From Slavery to Freedom remains the most revered, respected, honored text on the
market. An exhaustively researched history of black families in America from the days of slavery until just after the
Civil War. Imagine leaving everything you’ve ever known—your friends, family, and home—to travel along roads
you’ve never seen before, getting help from people you’ve never met before, with the constant threat of capture
hovering over your every move. Would you risk your life on the Underground Railroad to gain freedom from
slavery? In The Underground Railroad: Navigate the Journey from Slavery to Freedom, readers ages 9 to 12
examine how slavery developed in the United States and what motivated abolitionists to work for its destruction.
The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses operated by conductors and station
masters, both black and white. Readers follow true stories of enslaved people who braved patrols, the wilderness,
hunger, and their own fear in a quest for freedom. In The Underground Railroad, readers dissect primary sources,
including slave narratives and runaway ads. Projects include composing a song with a hidden message and
navigating by reading the nighttime sky. Amidst the countless tragedies that centuries of slavery brought to African
Americans lie tales of hope, resistance, courage, sacrifice, and victory—truly an American story. Investigating what
life was like for African Americans north of the Mason-Dixon Line during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
James Delle presents the first overview of archaeological research on the topic in this book, debunking the notion
that the “free” states of the Northeast truly offered freedom and safety for African Americans. Excavations at cities
including New York and Philadelphia reveal that slavery was a crucial part of the expansion of urban life as late as
the 1840s. Slaves cleared forests, loaded and unloaded ships, and manufactured charcoal to fuel iron furnaces. The
case studies in this book also show that enslaved African-descended people frequently staffed suburban manor
houses and agricultural plantations. Moreover, for free blacks, racist laws such as the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850
limited the experience of freedom in the region. Delle explains how members of the African diaspora created rural
communities of their own and worked in active resistance against the institution of slavery, assisting slaves seeking
refuge and at times engaging in violent conflicts. The book concludes with a discussion on the importance of
commemorating these archaeological sites, as they reveal an important yet overlooked chapter in African American
history. Delle shows that archaeology can challenge dominant historical narratives by recovering material artifacts
that express the agency of their makers and users, many of whom were written out of the documentary record.
Emphasizing that race-based slavery began in the Northeast and persisted there for nearly two centuries, this book
corrects histories that have been whitewashed and forgotten. A volume in the series the American Experience in
Archaeological Perspective, edited by Michael S. Nassaney In this important new analysis, Wood begins by
exploring the meanings of freedom and bondage in sixteenth-century English thought and the ideas that men and
women of Tudor England had about Africans and native Americans. With great skill, Heather Williams
demonstrates the centrality of black people to the process of formal education - the establish-ment of schools, the
creation of a cadre of teachers, the forging of standards of literacy and numeracy - in the post-emancipation years.
As she does, Williams makes the case that the issue of education informed the R... Introduces the Underground
Railroad, a group of people and places through which runaway slaves escaped to freedom before the Civil War.
"Thoughtful, suggestive and highly readable."—New York Times Book Review In the American Revolution,
Virginians were the most eloquent spokesmen for freedom and quality. George Washington led the Americans in
battle against British oppression. Thomas Jefferson led them in declaring independence. Virginians drafted not only
the Declaration but also the Constitution and the Bill of Rights; they were elected to the presidency of the United
States under that Constitution for thirty-two of the first thirty-six years of its existence. They were all slaveholders.
In the new preface Edmund S. Morgan writes: "Human relations among us still suffer from the former enslavement
of a large portion of our predecessors. The freedom of the free, the growth of freedom experienced in the American
Revolution depended more than we like to admit on the enslavement of more than 20 percent of us at that time. How



republican freedom came to be supported, at least in large part, by its opposite, slavery, is the subject of this book.
American Slavery, American Freedom is a study of the tragic contradiction at the core of America. Morgan finds the
keys to this central paradox, "the marriage of slavery and freedom," in the people and the politics of the state that
was both the birthplace of the Revolution and the largest slaveholding state in the country. " Freedom as Marronage"
deepens our understanding of political freedom not only by situating slavery as freedom s opposite condition, but
also by investigating the experiential significance of the equally important liminal and transitional social space
"between" slavery and freedom. Roberts examines a specific form of flight from slavery"marronage"that was
fundamental to the experience of Haitian slavery, but is integral to understanding the Haitian Revolution and has
widespread application to European, New World, and black Diasporic societies. He pays close attention to the
experience of the process by which people emerge "from "slavery "to "freedom, contending that freedom as
marronage presents a useful conceptual device for those interested in understanding both normative ideals of
political freedom and the origin of those ideals. Roberts investigates the dual anti-colonial and anti-slavery Haitian
Revolution (1791-1804) and especially the ideas of German-Jewish thinker Hannah Arendt, Irish political theorist
Philip Pettit, American fugitive-turned ex-slave Frederick Douglass, and the Martinican philosopher Edouard
Glissant in developing a theory of freedom that offers a compelling interpretive lens to understand the quandaries of
slavery, freedom, and political language that still confront us today." The 1850 Fugitive Slave Law, which mandated
action to aid in the recovery of runaway slaves and denied fugitives legal rights if they were apprehended, quickly
became a focal point in the debate over the future of slavery and the nature of the union. In Making Freedom, R. J.
M. Blackett uses the experiences of escaped slaves and those who aided them to explore the inner workings of the
Underground Railroad and the enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law, while shedding light on the political effects
of slave escape in southern states, border states, and the North. Blackett highlights the lives of those who escaped,
the impact of the fugitive slave cases, and the extent to which slaves planning to escape were aided by free blacks,
fellow slaves, and outsiders who went south to entice them to escape. Using these stories of particular individuals,
moments, and communities, Blackett shows how slave flight shaped national politics as the South witnessed slavery
beginning to collapse and the North experienced a threat to its freedom. "Set in the cotton plantations of the South,
From Slavery to Freedom shows us how people lived in the deeply divided nineteenth century USA. We meet the
people who lead the way to the end of slavery and introduced equal rights for all people."--Provided by publisher.
Clarissa and her son, George Henry, suffer the indignities of being bought,sold, resold, and abused. Although
scarred emotionally and physically, Clarissa refuses to accept enslavement. As she struggles against time,lessons
from her grandmother fuel her compulsion to be free. Takingthe long walk to freedom. Clarissa and George Henry
follow the North Star until rescued by the Underground Railroad Henry The African American experience in
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley from the antebellum period through Reconstruction This book examines the
complexities of life for African Americans in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley from the antebellum period through
Reconstruction. Although the Valley was a site of fierce conflicts during the Civil War and its military activity has
been extensively studied, scholars have largely ignored the Black experience in the region until now. Correcting
previous assumptions that slavery was not important to the Valley, and that enslaved people were treated better there
than in other parts of the South, Jonathan Noyalas demonstrates the strong hold of slavery in the region. He explains
that during the war, enslaved and free African Americans navigated a borderland that changed hands
frequently—where it was possible to be in Union territory one day, Confederate territory the next, and no-man’s
land another. He shows that the region’s enslaved population resisted slavery and supported the Union war effort by
serving as scouts, spies, and laborers, or by fleeing to enlist in regiments of the United States Colored Troops.
Noyalas draws on untapped primary resources, including thousands of records from the Freedmen’s Bureau and
contemporary newspapers, to continue the story and reveal the challenges African Americans faced from former
Confederates after the war. He traces their actions, which were shaped uniquely by the volatility of the struggle in
this region, to ensure that the war’s emancipationist legacy would survive. A volume in the series Southern Dissent,
edited by Stanley Harrold and Randall M. Miller William H. Williams fills a gap in the literature on slavery in
America. This book is the first comprehensive analysis of the 'peculiar institution' in the First State. An excellent text
for courses in colonial and antebellum history, Slavery and Freedom in Delaware provides valuable insight into this
unfortunate, unforgettable period in the nation's history. A brilliant and surprising account of the coming of the
American Civil War, showing the crucial role of slaves who escaped to Mexico. The Underground Railroad to the
North promised salvation to many American slaves before the Civil War. But thousands of people in the south-
central United States escaped slavery not by heading north but by crossing the southern border into Mexico, where
slavery was abolished in 1837. In South to Freedom, historianAlice L. Baumgartner tells the story of why Mexico
abolished slavery and how its increasingly radical antislavery policies fueled the sectional crisis in the United States.
Southerners hoped that annexing Texas and invading Mexico in the 1840s would stop runaways and secure slavery's
future. Instead, the seizure of Alta California and Nuevo México upset the delicate political balance between free
and slave states. This is a revelatory and essential new perspective on antebellum America and the causes of the
Civil War. Contains primary source material. President Abraham Lincoln freed millions of slaves in the South in



1863, rescuing them, as history tells us, from a brutal and inhuman existence and making the promise of freedom
and equal rights. This is a moment to celebrate and honor, to be sure, but what of the darker, more troubling side of
this story? Slavery’s Ghost explores the dire, debilitating, sometimes crushing effects of slavery on race relations in
American history. In three conceptually wide-ranging and provocative essays, the authors assess the meaning of
freedom for enslaved and free Americans in the decades before and after the Civil War. They ask important and
challenging questions: How did slaves and freedpeople respond to the promise and reality of emancipation? How
committed were white southerners to the principle of racial subjugation? And in what ways can we best interpret the
actions of enslaved and free Americans during slavery and Reconstruction? Collectively, these essays offer fresh
approaches to questions of local political power, the determinants of individual choices, and the discourse that
shaped and defined the history of black freedom. Written by three prominent historians of the period, Slavery’s
Ghost forces readers to think critically about the way we study the past, the depth of racial prejudice, and how
African Americans won and lost their freedom in nineteenth-century America. Pulitzer Prize–winner Steven Hahn’s
provocative new book challenges deep-rooted views in the writing of American and African-American history.
Moving from slave emancipations of the eighteenth century through slave activity during the Civil War and on to the
black power movements of the twentieth century, he asks us to rethink African-American history and politics in
bolder, more dynamic terms. Historians have offered important new perspectives and evidence concerning the
geographical expanse of slavery in the United States and the protracted process of abolishing it. They have also
uncovered a wealth of new material on the political currents running through black communities from enslavement
to the present day. Yet their scholarship has failed to dislodge familiar interpretive frameworks that may no longer
make much sense of the past. Based on the Nathan I. Huggins Lectures at Harvard University, The Political Worlds
of Slavery and Freedom asks why this may be so and offers sweeping reassessments. It defines new chronological
and spatial boundaries for American and African-American politics during the first half of the nineteenth century. It
suggests, with historical comparisons, that we may have missed a massive slave rebellion during the Civil War. And
it takes a serious look at the development and appeal of Garveyism and the hidden history of black politics it may
help to reveal. Throughout, it presents African Americans as central actors in the arenas of American politics, while
emphasizing traditions of self-determination, self-governance, and self-defense among them. The contributions of
the black population to the history and economic development of Puerto Rico have long been distorted and
underplayed, Luis A. Figueroa contends. Focusing on the southeastern coastal region of Guayama, one of Puerto
Rico's three leading centers of sugarcane agriculture, Figueroa examines the transition from slavery and slave labor
to freedom and free labor after the 1873 abolition of slavery in colonial Puerto Rico. He corrects misconceptions
about how ex-slaves went about building their lives and livelihoods after emancipation and debunks standing myths
about race relations in Puerto Rico. Historians have assumed that after emancipation in Puerto Rico, as in other parts
of the Caribbean and the U.S. South, former slaves acquired some land of their own and became subsistence
farmers. Figueroa finds that in Puerto Rico, however, this was not an option because both capital and land available
for sale to the Afro-Puerto Rican population were scarce. Paying particular attention to class, gender, and race, his
account of how these libertos joined the labor market profoundly revises our understanding of the emancipation
process and the evolution of the working class in Puerto Rico. This pathbreaking interpretation of the slaveholding
South begins with the insight that slavery and freedom were not mutually exclusive but were intertwined in every
dimension of life in the South. James Oakes traces the implications of this insight for relations between masters and
slaves, slaveholders and non-slaveholders, and for the rise of a racist ideology.
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