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research, as capably as various additional sorts
of books are readily manageable here.

As this An Introduction To Political Philosophy
Jonathan Wolff, it ends going on being one of the
favored ebook An Introduction To Political
Philosophy Jonathan Wolff collections that we
have. This is why you remain in the best website
to look the incredible book to have.
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supplementary experience and feat by spending
more cash. still when? pull off you take that you
require to acquire those all needs in the manner
of having significantly cash? Why dont you
attempt to get something basic in the beginning?
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Previously unpublished writings from one of the
most important political philosophers of recent
times G. A. Cohen was one of the leading
political philosophers of recent times. He first
came to wide attention in 1978 with the prize-
winning book Karl Marx's Theory of History: A
Defence. In subsequent decades his published
writings largely turned away from the history of
philosophy, focusing instead on equality,
freedom, and justice. However, throughout his
career he regularly lectured on a wide range of
moral and political philosophers of the past. This
volume collects these previously unpublished
lectures. Starting with a chapter centered on

Plato, but also discussing the pre-Socratics as
well as Aristotle, the book moves to social
contract theory as discussed by Hobbes, Locke,
and Hume, and then continues with chapters on
Kant, Hegel, and Nietzsche. The book also
contains some previously published but
uncollected papers on Marx, Hobbes, and Kant,
among other figures. The collection concludes
with a memoir of Cohen written by the volume
editor, Jonathan Wolff, who was a student of
Cohen's. A hallmark of the lectures is Cohen's
engagement with the thinkers he discusses.
Rather than simply trying to render their
thought accessible to the modern reader, he
tests whether their arguments and positions are
clear, sound, and free from contradiction.
Throughout, he homes in on central issues and
provides fresh approaches to the philosophers
he examines. Ultimately, these lectures teach us
not only about some of the great thinkers in the
history of moral and political philosophy, but
also about one of the great thinkers of our time:



Cohen himself. A new understanding of political
philosophy from one of its leading thinkers What
is political philosophy? What are its fundamental
problems? And how should it be distinguished
from moral philosophy? In this book, Charles
Larmore redefines the distinctive aims of
political philosophy, reformulating in this light
the basis of a liberal understanding of politics.
Because political life is characterized by deep
and enduring conflict between rival interests
and differing moral ideals, the core problems of
political philosophy are the regulation of conflict
and the conditions under which the members of
society may thus be made subject to political
authority. We cannot assume that reason will
lead to unanimity about these matters because
individuals hold different moral convictions.
Larmore therefore analyzes the concept of
reasonable disagreement and investigates the
ways we can adjudicate conflicts among people
who reasonably disagree about the nature of the
human good and the proper basis of political

society. Challenging both the classical liberalism
of Locke, Kant, and Mill, and more recent
theories of political realism proposed by Bernard
Williams and others, Larmore argues for a
version of political liberalism that is centered on
political legitimacy rather than on social justice,
and that aims to be well suited to our times
rather than universally valid. Forceful and
thorough yet concise, What Is Political
Philosophy? proposes a new definition of
political philosophy and demonstrates the
profound implications of that definition. The
result is a compelling and distinctive
intervention from a major political philosopher.
Jonathan Swift and Philosophy is the first book
to analyse and interpret Swift’s writing from a
philosophical angle. By placing key texts of Swift
in their philosophical and cultural contexts and
providing background to their history of ideas, it
demonstrates how well informed Swift’s
criticism of the politics, philosophy, and science
of his age actually was. Moreover, it also sets



straight preconceptions about Swift as ignorant
about the scientific developments of his time.
The authors offer insights into, and
interpretations of, Swift’s political philosophy,
ethics, and his philosophy of science and
demonstrate how versatile a writer and thinker
Swift actually was. This book will be of interest
to scholars of philosophy, history of ideas, and
18th century literature and culture. Rather than
telling students what to think about moral
issues, this NEW text teaches students how to
think for themselves. Using real-world examples
and vivid illustrations drawn from other
disciplines, it challenges preconceived notions
about morality and demonstrates why ethics
matters. A companion volume, Readings in
Moral Philosophy, provides primary selections
that amplify issues discussed in the text and
extends them to problems in applied ethics. In
Arendt's Judgment: Freedom, Responsibility,
Citizenship, Jonathan Peter Schwartz claims that
Arendt's theory of political judgment formed the

core of her political thought, and that
understanding it correctly makes it possible to
grasp the systematic thread that runs through
her diverse body of work. The revised edition of
this highly successful text provides a clear and
accessible introduction to some of the most
important questions of political philosophy.
Organized around major issues, Wolff provides
the structure that beginners need, while also
introducing some distinctive ideas of his own.
Today, Henry David Thoreau's status as one of
America's most influential public intellectuals
remains unchallenged. Recent scholarship on
Thoreau has highlighted his activism as a
committed antislavery reformer and proto-
environmentalist whose life became a seminal
model for the image of the liberal conscience.
While modern scholars have firmly established
Thoreau's relevance, their focus on his public
activism has undervalued the complexity and
range of his contributions to American political
thought and has neglected crucial facets of his



philosophy regarding democratic citizenship. In
The Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau,
Jonathan McKenzie analyzes not only Thoreau's
well-known works but also his journals and
correspondence to provide a fresh portrait of the
Sage of Walden as a radical individualist. This
new account examines the influence that ancient
philosophers, particularly the Stoics, had on
Thoreau and demonstrates his importance as
one of the best modern interpreters of Socrates's
vision of the self. McKenzie also argues that
Thoreau's own political life was shaped by a
theory of privatism that encouraged both a
radical simplification of one's commitments and
regular engagement in experiments that
plumbed life for its most essential values.
Shunning grand abstractions and
cosmopolitanism in favor of the wonders of daily
life, Thoreau's work provides a critique of
political and social life that seeks to restore the
wholeness of the human subject by rescuing it
from the clutches of public concerns. Indeed,

McKenzie's nuanced, provocative analysis
reveals Thoreau as a multifaceted philosopher
who brilliantly wrestled with the complexities of
ethical participation in modern democracy. Post-
truth politics is both a result of a democratic
culture in which each person is encouraged to
voice their opinion, and a threat to the
continuation of democracy as partisans seek to
deny political standing to those with
incommensurate world views. Are there
resources within political theory for overcoming
this tension? This book argues that Stanley
Cavell's philosophy provides a conceptual
framework for responding to post-truth politics.
Jonathan Havercroft develops an original
interpretation of Stanley Cavell as a theorist of
democratic perfectionism. By placing Cavell's
writings in conversation with political theorists
on debates about the social contract,
interpretive methods, democratic theory and
political aesthetics, Stanley Cavell's Democratic
Perfectionism cultivates modes of



responsiveness that strengthen our democratic
culture and help us resist the contemporary
crisis of democratic backsliding. Each chapter
diagnoses a sceptical crisis in contemporary
politics and a mode of responsiveness in Cavell's
thought that can respond to that crisis. An
updated, comprehensive, and thematic
introduction to political philosophy, enabling
readers to reflect critically on a variety of
political issues. G. A. Cohen was one of the
leading political philosophers of recent times. He
first came to wide attention in 1978 with the
prize-winning book Karl Marx's Theory of
History: A Defence. In subsequent decades his
published writings largely turned away from the
history of philosophy, focusing instead on
equality, freedom, and justice. However,
throughout his career he regularly lectured on a
wide range of moral and political philosophers of
the past. This volume collects these previously
unpublished lectures. Starting with a chapter
centered on Plato, but also discussing the pre-

Socratics as well as Aristotle, the book moves to
social contract theory as discussed by Hobbes,
Locke, and Hume, and then continues with
chapters on Kant, Hegel, and Nietzsche. The
book also contains some previously published
but uncollected papers on Marx, Hobbes, and
Kant, among other figures. The collection
concludes with a memoir of Cohen written by
the volume editor, Jonathan Wolff, who was a
student of Cohen's. A hallmark of the lectures is
Cohen's engagement with the thinkers he
discusses. Rather than simply trying to render
their thought accessible to the modern reader,
he tests whether their arguments and positions
are clear, sound, and free from contradiction.
Throughout, he homes in on central issues and
provides fresh approaches to the philosophers
he examines. Ultimately, these lectures teach us
not only about some of the great thinkers in the
history of moral and political philosophy, but
also about one of the great thinkers of our time:
Cohen himself. "In The Political Thought of



Henry David Thoreau, Jonathan McKenzie
analyzes not only Thoreau's well-known works
but also his journals and correspondence to
provide a fresh portrait of the Sage of Walden as
a radical individualist."--Publisher description. A
cast of distinguished contributors engage
critically with Martin Luther King's understudied
writings on labor and welfare rights, voting
rights, racism, civil disobedience, nonviolence,
economic inequality, poverty, love, just-war
theory, virtue ethics, political theology,
imperialism, nationalism, reparations, and social
justice This clear and thorough introduction
provides students with the skills necessary to
understand the main thinkers, texts and
arguments of political philosophy and thought.
Each chapter comprises a brief overview of a
major political thinker, followed by an
introduction to one or more of their most
influential works and an introduction to key
secondary readings. Key features include: *
exercises * reading notes * guides for further

reading The book introduces and assesses:
Machiavelli's Prince; Hobbes' Leviathan; Locke's
Second Treatise on Government; Rousseau's
Social Contract; Marx and Engels' German
Ideology (Part 1); Mill's On Liberty and The
Subjection of Women. Reading Political
Philosophy requires no previous knowledge of
philosophy or politics and is ideal for newcomers
to political philosophy and political thought.
Ethics and Public Policy:€A Philosophical
Inquiry€is the first book to subject important
and controversial areas of public policy, such as
drugs, health and€gambling€to philosophical
scrutiny. Human beings live together in societies
which, by their very nature, give rise to
institutions governing the behavior and freedom
of individuals. This raises important questions
about how these institutions ought to function,
and the extent to which actual systems of
government succeed or fail in meeting these
ideals. This Oxford Reader contains 140 key
writings on political thought, covering issues



about human nature and its relation to society,
the extent to which the powers of the State are
justified, the tension between liberty and rights,
and the way resources should be distributed.
Topics such as international relations, minority
rights, democracy, socialism, and conservatism
are also discussed by contributors ranging from
Plato and Aristotle to Foucault, Isaiah Berlin,
and Martin Luther King. Political philosophy
seems both impossible to do and impossible to
avoid. Impossible to do, because we cannot
agree on a single set of political principles.
Impossible to avoid, because we're always living
with some kind of political system, and thus
some set of principles. So, if we can't do the
philosophy, but can't escape the politics, what
are we to do? Jonathan Floyd argues that the
answer lies in political philosophy's deepest
methodological commitments. First, he shows
how political philosophy is practiced as a kind of
'thinking about thinking'. Second, he unpicks the
different types of thought we think about, such

as considered judgements, or intuitive responses
to moral dilemmas, and assesses whether any
are fit for purpose. Third, he offers an
alternative approach - 'normative behaviourism'
- which holds that rather than studying our
thinking, we should study our behaviour.
Perhaps, just sometimes, actions speak louder
than thoughts. In this book Wolff looks at the
works of Plato, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Mill,
Marx and Rawls and examines how the debates
between these philosophers have developed.
Michel Foucault's involvement with politics, both
as an individual and a writer, has been much
commented upon but until now has not been
systematically reviewed. This is the first major
introductory study of Michel Foucault as a
political thinker. Jonathon Simons explores the
importance of the political in all areas of
Foucault's work and life, including important
material only recently made available and the
implications of various revelations about his
private life. Simons relates Foucault's work both



to contemporary political thinkers such as
Michael Walzer, Charles Taylor and Jurgen
Habermas, and to those challenging
conventional political categories, especially
people who write on feminist and gay theory,
such as Judith Butler. Students of Foucault and
of political and social theory, as well as those
working in lesbian and gay theory, and feminist
studies, will find this book essential. These
thorough, authoritative yet concise alphabetical
guides introduce the central concepts of the
various branches of philosophy. Written by
established philosophers, they cover both
traditional and contemporary terminology. This
clear and thorough introduction provides
students with the skills necessary to understand
the main thinkers, texts and arguments of
political philosophy and thought. Each chapter
comprises a brief overview of a major political
thinker, followed by an introduction to one or
more of their most influential works and an
introduction to key secondary readings. Key

features include: * exercises * reading notes *
guides for further reading The book introduces
and assesses: Machiavelli's Prince; Hobbes'
Leviathan; Locke's Second Treatise on
Government; Rousseau's Social Contract; Marx
and Engels' German Ideology (Part 1); Mill's On
Liberty and The Subjection of Women. Reading
Political Philosophy requires no previous
knowledge of philosophy or politics and is ideal
for newcomers to political philosophy and
political thought. Robert Nozick's Anarchy, State
and Utopia is one of the works which dominates
contemporary debate in political philosophy.
Drawing on traditional assumptions associated
with individualism and libertarianism, Nozick
mounts a powerful argument for a minimal
`nightwatchman' state and challenges the views
of many contemporary philosophers, most
notably John Rawls. Jonathan Wolff's new book is
the first full-length study of Nozick's work and of
the debates to which it has given rise. He
situates Nozick's work in the context of current



debates and examines the traditions which have
influenced his thought. He then critically
reconstructs the key arguments of Anarchy,
State and Utopia, focusing on Nozick's Doctrine
of Rights, his Derivation of the Minimal State,
and his Entitlement Theory of Justice. The book
concludes by assessing Nozick's place in
contemporary political philosophy. A philosophy
professor discusses the right to health and
explores both views on the issue including the
idea that it is a fundamental right along the lines
of free speech and also that it is an issue of
impractical overreach. Ethics and Public Policy:
A Philosophical Inquiry, second edition subjects
important and controversial areas of public
policy to philosophical scrutiny. Jonathan Wolff,
a renowned philosopher and veteran of many
public committees, introduces and assesses core
problems and controversies in public policy from
a philosophical standpoint. Each chapter focuses
on an important area of public policy where
there is considerable moral and political

disagreement. Topics discussed include: • Can
we defend inflicting suffering on animals in
scientific experiments for human benefit? •
What limits to gambling can be achieved
through legislation? • What assumptions
underlie drug policy? Can we justify punishing
those who engage in actions that harm only
themselves? • What is so bad about crime? What
is the point of punishment? Other chapters
discuss health care, disability, safety, and the
free market. Throughout the book, fundamental
questions for both philosopher and policy maker
recur: what are the best methods for connecting
philosophy and public policy? Should thinking
about public policy be guided by an ‘an ideal
world’ or the world we live in now? If there are
‘knock down’ arguments in philosophy why are
there none in public policy? Revised throughout
to reflect changes in policy and research, this
second edition includes four new chapters, on
risky new technologies, the future of work,
poverty, and immigration. Each chapter



concludes with ‘Lessons for Philosophy’ making
this book not only an ideal introduction for those
coming to philosophy, ethics, or public policy for
the first time, but also a vital resource for
anyone grappling with the moral complexity
underlying policy debates. Leading scholars
contribute original and timely essays which
discuss how political philosophy should be
studied today. The resurgence of interest in
Cicero's political philosophy in the last twenty
years demands a re-evaluation of Cicero's ideal
statesman and its relationship not only to
Cicero's political theory but also to his practical
politics. Jonathan Zarecki proposes three
original arguments: firstly, that by the
publication of his De Republica in 51 BC Cicero
accepted that some sort of return to monarchy
was inevitable. Secondly, that Cicero created his
model of the ideal statesman as part of an
attempt to reconcile the mixed constitution of
Rome's past with his belief in the inevitable
return of sole-person rule. Thirdly, that the ideal

statesman was the primary construct against
which Cicero viewed the political and military
activities of Pompey, Caesar and Antony, and
himself. Providing a comprehensive introduction
to political philosophy, this book offers a broad-
ranging discussion, challenging readers to think
critically about political arguments and
institutions that they might otherwise take for
granted. It will be a provocative text for any
student of philosophy or political science. This
textbook provides a comprehensive collection of
influential essays that present a balanced survey
of the major ideas that have come out of political
philosophy in the last two decades. An anthology
of basic statements by the most influential social
and political philosophers of Western
civilization. Includes Plato, Aristotle,
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Jefferson,
Thoreau, Mill, Marx and Engels, Lenin,
Mussolini, Hitler, Dewey, and Gandhi. The
authors combine a philosophical analysis of the
idea of disadvantage with proposals for moving



society in the discretion of equality, by
'declustering disadvantage'. The book will help
political philosophers, social policy theorists,
and practitioners involved in the design and
delivery of actual social policy. Liberalism
without Perfection offers an introduction to the
debate between liberal perfectionism and
political liberalism. This book is a new account
and defence of Rawlsian political liberalism, one
of the most discussed, but widely misunderstood
and criticized theories in contemporary political
theory. Idiots burn books for the same reason
philosophers write them – they matter. But why
exactly do political philosophy books matter, not
to mention the hundreds of articles published
every year? In part because they are interesting,
but also because they are influential. They are
mind-altering and, in turn, world-altering.
Political philosophers write their books for the
same reason political revolutionaries read them
– they change the world. In this short and
original book, Jonathan Floyd explains three

things: what political philosophy is, how you can
do it, and why you might want to. Accessibly
written for those coming to the subject for the
first time, it is also a must-read for scholars
whose research takes in the nature, methods,
and purposes of their field. It is also a must-burn
for anyone who dreams of a dumber, thicker,
less enlightened world. This book introduces
readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It
starts by explaining why the subject is important
and how it tackles basic ethical questions such
as 'how should we live together in society?' It
looks at political authority, the reasons why we
need politics at all, the limitations of politics,
and whether there are areas of life that
shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the
connections between political authority and
justice, a constant theme in political philosophy,
and the ways in which social justice can be used
to regulate rather than destroy a market
economy. David Miller discusses why nations are
the natural units of government and whether the



rise of multiculturalism and transnational co-
operation will change this: will we ever see the
formation of a world government? ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable. Leading
scholars contribute original and timely essays
which discuss how political philosophy should be
studied today. A picture of sovereignty holds the
study of politics captive. Captives of Sovereignty
looks at the historical origins of this picture of
politics, critiques its philosophical assumptions
and offers a way to move contemporary critiques
of sovereignty beyond their current impasse. The
first part of the book is diagnostic. Why, despite
their best efforts to critique sovereignty, do
political scientists who are dissatisfied with the

concept continue to reproduce the logic of
sovereignty in their thinking? Havercroft draws
on the writings of Hobbes and Spinoza to argue
that theories of sovereignty are produced and
reproduced in response to skepticism. The
second part of the book draws on contemporary
critiques of skeptical arguments by Wittgenstein
and Cavell to argue that their alternative way of
responding to skepticism avoids the need to
invoke a sovereign as the final arbiter of all
political disputes. Bringing political philosophy
out of the ivory tower and within the reach of all,
this book provides us with the tools to cut
through the complexity of modern politics. From
respected philosopher and writer Jonathan
Wolff, this brief introduction to ethics stimulates
independent thought, emphasizes real-world
examples, and provides clear and engaging
introductions to key moral theories and the
thinkers behind them. The new Second Edition
offers expanded coverage of moral reasoning, as
well as two thoughtful and contemporary new



chapters on applying moral philosophy and the
ethics of race. A companion primary source
collection, Readings in Moral Philosophy,
amplifies issues discussed in the text, connecting
them to problems in applied ethics. Is the way in
which political philosophy is conducted today too
ahistorical? Does such ahistoricism render
political philosophy too abstract? Is political
philosophy thus incapable of dealing with the
realities of political life? This volume brings
together some of the world's leading political
philosophers to address these crucial questions.
The contributors focus especially on political
philosophy's pretensions to universality and on
its strained relationship with the world of real
politics. Some chapters argue that political
philosophers should not be cowed by the
accusations levied against them from outside of
their own field. Others insist that these
accusations require a dramatic reshaping of
normative political thought. The volume will
spark controversy across political philosophy

and beyond. Collection of essays covering a wide
range of topics in political philosophy, first
published in 2007. Aristotle was the first
philosopher in the Western tradition to address
politics systematically and empirically, and he
remains a central figure in political theory. This
essential volume presents Aristotle's complete
political writings—including his Politics,
Economics, and Constitution of Athens—in their
most authoritative translations, taken from the
complete works that is universally recognized as
the standard English edition. Edited by Jonathan
Barnes, one of the world’s leading scholars of
ancient philosophy, and with an illuminating
introduction by Melissa Lane, an authority on
ancient political philosophy, this compact but
comprehensive volume will be invaluable for all
students of politics, philosophy, classics, or
Western thought. 'All too often, Karl Marx has
been regarded as a demon or a deity - or a
busted flush. This fresh, provocative, and hugely
enjoyable book explains why, for all his



shortcomings, his critique of modern society
remains forcefully relevant even in the twenty-
first century.' Francis Wheen, author of Karl
Marx In recent years we could be forgiven for
assuming that Marx has nothing left to say to us.
Marxist regimes have failed miserably, and with
them, it seemed, all reason to take Marx
seriously. The fall of the Berlin Wall had
enormous symbolic resonance: it was taken to be
the fall of Marx as well as of Marxist politics and
economics. This timely book argues that we can
detach Marx the critic of current society from
Marx the prophet of future society, and that he
remains the most impressive critic we have of
liberal, capitalist, bourgeois society. It also
shows that the value of the 'great thinkers' does
not depend on their views being true, but on
other features such as their originality, insight,
and systematic vision. On this account too Marx
still richly deserves to be read.
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