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As global leaders use more nationalistic rhetoric, they are supporting
their words with policies that are dividing the population and bringing
an end to the diverse, multicultural, and postmodern aspects of the era
of globalization. This could have a lasting negative effect on
international politics and cooperation on issues of grave concern such
as global terrorism, climate change, and global pandemics.
Contemporary Politics and Social Movements in an Isolated World:
Emerging Research and Opportunities discusses in detail the
developing new world order in an era of politics that seemingly
eschews globalization and international cooperation. This text details
the aftermath of the 2020 election and foreshadows the events to come
based on the outcome of the election in the USA as well as the

progression of politics afterwards. Covering topics such as
comparative politics, isolationism, and international communities, this
text is an essential resource for political science departments,
international relations scholars, students, professors, politicians,
researchers, and academicians.. When first published in 1992, this
major collection rapidly established itself as the leading text on Social
Movements to be published in North America. This is a book for
activists, students, scholars of social movements and adult education
and for the public interested in the contemporary movements of our
times. From the streets of Barcelona and Athens, the public squares in
Cairo, Tunis and Tripoli, the flash mobs and virtual learning of the
#Occupy movement, and the shack dwellers of South Africa people
around the world are organising themselves to take action against the
ravages of a capitalism that serves the greedy while impoverishing the
rest. Social movements have arisen or re-arisen in virtually every
sector of human activity from concerns about the fate of our planet
earth, to dignity for those living with HIV/AIDS, to feeding ourselves in
healthier ways and survival in places of violent conflict. At the heart of
each of these movements are activists and ordinary people learning
how to change their lives and how to change the world. This book
offers contemporary theoretical and practical insights into the learning
that happens both within and outside of social movements. Social
movement scholars present work linked to the arts, to organic
farming, to environmental action, to grassroots activists in the Global
South, to the Arab Spring, the Occupy movement, the shackdwellers
movements, school reform and the role of Marx, Gramscii and Williams
in understanding social movement learning. The greatest contribution
of this inspiring book is to remind us that learning and education in
social movements help to make a difference. Not only does this
collection enable us to understand how we might theorise and
historicise learning in diverse contemporary social movements, but its
contributors do so with outspoken and passionate commitment to
‘Learning and Education for a Better World.’ - Professor Miriam Zukas,
Executive Dean, Birkbeck, University of London The burning demand
for such a text comes from our contemporary moment that is witness
to a world where nearly everything is commercialised, marketised or
commodified. This text shuns an essentialist discourse while
simultaneously and masterfully offering unprecedented insights into
social movement learning and education. The book is numinous. -
Professor Robert Hill, University of Georgia, USA This is a book we
have all been waiting for. The editors have brought together an
amazing cadre of international adult educators to probe the
intersection of social movements and learning, and to build theory
around the many social actions that are taking place globally. A must
read for students and professors everywhere. - Leona English, PhD, St.
Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, NS, Canada Accessible,



engaging, often inspirational, the essays that comprise Learning and
Education for a Better World offer deep insights on the role of social
movements as agencies of learning, struggle and transformation. From
case studies that include the occupy movement, popular education in
Latin America, political cinema and the Egyptian Revolution to
reflections on resistance, aesthetics and the role of organic
intellectuals, this collection will be of interest to educators, social
scientists, humanists and activists alike. An interdisciplinary tour-de-
force. - Professor William Carroll, University of Victoria, Canada This
is such a timely collection of essays, bringing together critical
reflections on experiences of social action from across the globe. This
book is to be commended to the widest possible readership. - (From
the Preface by) Emeritus Professor Marjorie Mayo, Goldsmith’s
College Examines the operation of network forms of organization in
social resistance movements, in relation to the integration of the world
system, the intersection of networks and the possibility of social
transformation. This lively textbook integrates theory and methodology
and includes contemporary examples, case studies and debates to
encourage critical engagement. Providing a unique blend of cases,
concepts, and essential readings The Social Movements Reader, Third
Edition, delivers key classic and contemporary articles and book
selections from around the world. Includes the latest research on
contemporary movements in the US and abroad, including the Arab
spring, Occupy, and the global justice movement Provides original
texts, many of them classics in the field, which have been edited for
the non-technical reader Combines the strengths of a reader and a
textbook with selected readings and extensive editorial material
Sidebars offer concise definitions of key terms, as well as biographies
of famous activists and chronologies of several key movements
Requires no prior knowledge about social movements or theories of
social movements Shows how Internet technologies have changed the
way social movements operate and the way sociologists are now
viewing social theory. This book delves into the concept and definition
of social movements from different perspectives with relevance to
India. It offers critical insight into the fundamental and ongoing
debates and treatises around the struggle for rights and welfare. The
book covers discussions on a wide range of movements varying in
locus and spatial spread--from movements that highlight
environmental issues to those that articulate the voices of women,
Dalits, the queer community, persons with disabilities and farmers. It
explores the origins of people's movements, what a collective is and
how communities mobilise and organise. The authors also provide a
history of the key social movements in India, examining the social,
political and cultural contexts in which they were born and continue
being relevant in contemporary India. This revised and updated edition
is an essential volume for students and researchers of social
movement studies, sociology, political science and history, protest
movements, sociological theory, the history of sociological thought,
contemporary social theory, social policy, and international and
globalization studies. Social movements such as environmentalism,
feminism, nationalism, and the anti-immigration movement are a

prominent feature of the modern world and have attracted increasing
attention from scholars in many countries. Comparative Perspectives
on Social Movements, first published in 1996, brings together a set of
essays that focus upon mobilization structures and strategies, political
opportunities, and cultural framing and ideologies. The essays are
comparative and include studies of the former Soviet Union and
eastern Europe, the United States, Italy, the Netherlands, and
Germany. Their authors are amongst the leaders in the development of
social movement theory and the empirical study of social movements.
Social movements have shaped and are shaping modern societies
around the globe; this is evident when we look at examples such as the
Arab Spring, Spain’s Indignados and the wider Occupy movement. In
this volume, experts analyse the ‘classic’ and new social movements
from a uniquely global perspective and offer insights in current
theoretical discussions on social mobilisation. Chapters are devoted
both to the study of continental developments of social movements
going back to the nineteenth century and ranging to the present day,
and to an emphasis on the transnational dimension of these
movements. Interdisciplinary and truly international, this book is an
essential text on social movements for historians, political scientists,
sociologists, philosophers and social scientists. More than any other
topic in social science, the study of social movements provides an
opportunity to combine social theory with political action. Such study
is a key to understanding the motivations, successes, and failures of
thousands who aspire to high ideals of justice, but who sometimes aid
in perpetuating inhumane political acts and systems. Building upon the
past twenty years' developments in theory and research, Social
Movements combines original theoretical and methodological
approaches with penetrating analyses of contemporary movements
from the sixties to the present.Anthony Oberschall argues that social
movements are central to contemporary politics in both Western and
Third World nations. They are not quaint stepchildren to public policy
and social change that disappear as nations modernize. Collective
action by the citizenry, spilling beyond the boundaries of routine
politics is an integral part of the process of creative destruction that
Joseph Schumpeter ascribed to modern capitalism and all dynamic,
modern societies.Among the subjects that OberschaU examines in
Social Movements are the Civil Rights movement, decline of the New
Left, the feminist movement, the New Christian Right, the tobacco
control movement, collective violence in U.S. industrial relations, and
some comparative historical movements, including the Cultural
Revolution in China, the abortive 1968 revolution in Czechoslovakia,
political strife in postcolonial Africa, and the sixteenth-century
European witch craze.In looking beyond the immediate political
circumstances of these social movements, Oberschall points the way to
achieving the next major task of social movement theory: a more
satisfactory understanding of the dynamics and course of social
movements and counter movements and a method of accounting for
the outcomes of public controversies. Free of jargon and technical
terminology, Social Movements is written for sociologists, political
scientists, historians, professionals dea Drawing from a wide selection

of classic and contemporary works, the editors have chosen readings
that reflect the major approaches and central debates in the field of
social movement. This book contends that the impasse of the Left
today is in part, a result of an anarchist ‘common sense’ among
activists. The author argues that the vital dynamics of anarchism and
social movements need to be combined with a reappraisal of the
Communist party and state. While cynicism towards capitalism and
existing political institutions is plentiful, this book argues that the Left
appears mired in a reactive politics of resistance, unable to formulate
programmes for substantive social change. Drawing insights from the
history of the Left, political economy, contemporary critical theory and
an in-depth study of Occupy, the author provides concrete suggestions
as to how the Left might ‘claim the twenty-first century’ and realise a
more equitable social order. Social Movements and Democracy in the
21st Century challenges activists and scholars to rethink social
movements and political organisation, and to actively work towards
enduring social change. The book will be of interest to students and
scholars of social movement studies, Left theory, critical theory,
political sociology and Marxism, as well as anyone with an interest in
‘political change’. What do activists know? Learning Activism is
designed to encourage a deeper engagement with the intellectual life
of activists who organize for social, political, and ecological justice.
Combining experiential knowledge from his own activism and a variety
of social movements, Choudry suggests that such organizations are
best understood if we engage with the learning, knowledge, debates,
and theorizing that goes on within them. Drawing on Marxist, feminist,
anti-racist, and anti-colonial perspectives on knowledge and power,
the book highlights how activists and organizers learn through doing,
and fills the gap between social movement practice as it occurs on the
ground, critical adult education scholarship, and social movement
theorizing. Examples include anti-colonial currents within global
justice organizing in the Asia-Pacific, activist research and education
in social movements and people's organizations in the Philippines,
Migrant and immigrant worker struggles in Canada, and the Quebec
student strike. The result is a book that carves out a new space for
intellectual life in activist practice. A brief, affordable introduction to
collective behavior and social movements. This fully revised and
updated edition of Social Movements and Protest Politics provides
interdisciplinary perspectives on the sociology of protest movements.
It considers major theories and concepts, which are presented in a
clear, accessible, and engaging format. The second edition contains
new chapters on methods and ethics of social movement research, and
legal mobilisation, protest policing and criminal justice activism,
including calls to abolish or defund police made at protests during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This edition introduces readers to the concept of
the ‘post-protest society’ wherein the right to protest is whittled away
to near vanishing point, and authorities have considerable legal
recourse to ban protests and render the tactics of protest movements
ineffective. The book also looks at recent developments and novel
social movements, including Black Lives Matter, Extinction Rebellion,
Gilets Jaunes, #MeToo, and Hong Kong’s Umbrella Movement, as well



as the rise of contemporary forms of populism in democratic societies.
The book presents specific chapters outlining the early origins of
social movement studies and more recent theoretical and conceptual
developments. It considers key ideas from resource mobilisation
theory, the political process model, and new social movement
approaches. It provides extensive commentary on the role of culture in
social protest (including visual images, emotions, storytelling, music,
and sport), religious movements, geography and struggles over space,
media and movements, and global activism. Historical and
contemporary case studies and examples from a variety of countries
are provided throughout, including the American civil rights
movement, Greenpeace, Pussy Riot, Indigenous peoples’ movements,
liberation theology, Indignados, Occupy, Tea Party, and Arab Spring.
Each chapter also contains illustrations and boxed case studies to
demonstrate the issues under discussion. Social Movements and
Protest Politics will be an indispensable resource for undergraduate
and postgraduate students in the social sciences and humanities
wanting to be introduced to or extend their knowledge of the field. The
book will also prove useful to university teachers and academic
researchers, activists, and practitioners interested in the study of
social, cultural, and political protest. European social movements have
become increasingly visible in recent years, generating intense public
debates. From anti-austerity and pro-democracy movements to right-
wing nationalist movements, these movements expose core conflicts
around European democracy, identity, politics and society. The
Routledge Handbook of Contemporary European Social Movements
offers a comprehensive interdisciplinary overview of the analysis of
European social movements, helping to orient scholars and students
navigating a rapidly evolving field while developing a new agenda for
research in the area. The book is divided into eight sections: Visions of
Europe; Contemporary models of democracy; Historical evolution of
major European movements; Feminism and sexualities; Movement
diffusion within and beyond Europe; Anti-austerity movements;
Technopolitical and media movements; and Movements, parties and
movement-parties. Key theories and empirical trajectories of core
movements, their central issues, debates and impacts are covered,
with a focus on how these have influenced and been influenced by
their European context. Democracy, and how social movements
understand it, renew it, or undermine it, forms a core thread that runs
through the book. Written in a clear and direct style, the Handbook
provides a key resource for students and scholars hoping to
understand the key debates and innovations unfolding in the heart of
European social movements and how these affect broader debates on
such areas as democracy, human rights, the right to the city,
feminism, neoliberalism, nationalism, migration and European values,
identity and politics. Extensive references and sources will direct
readers to areas of further study. Are contemporary societies
organized by class? In recent years the apparent fragmentation of
established class structures and the emergence of new social
movements - in particular the women's movement and
environmentalism - have altered the traditional expressions of class in

society. At the same time, these changes have posed fundamental
questions for the concept of class in sociology and political science. In
this major reassessment, Klaus Eder offers a new perspective on the
status of class in modernity. Drawing on a critique of Bourdieu,
Touraine and Habermas, he outlines a cultural conception of class as
the basis for understanding contemporary societies. His model
reevaluates the role of the middle classes, traditionally the crux of
class analysis, and links class to social theories of power and cultural
capital. The result is a cultural theory of class which incorporates the
changing forms of collective action and the new social movements of
contemporary societies. As the world experiences social unrest,
polarization, and faces complex challenges, citizens are taking to the
squares and streets to demand change. From climate change protests
to far-right extremism, social movements are mobilizing around the
key social and political issues of our times. In this extensively revised
and updated book, the author offers a cutting-edge and original
analysis to generate new insights into 21st Century social movements
in a globalized world. Written in clear and accessible language, this
book will appeal to both students new to the field and established
scholars. Drawing on a wealth of examples from around the world,
from Anonymous and Occupy Wall Street to Wikileaks, the Tea Party,
and the Zapatistas, it develops a compelling framework with which to
understand the important role movements play in contemporary
politics. This expanded and revised second edition includes a
comprehensive overview of social movement theory, a new chapter on
“Movements on the Right”, a wider discussion of Information and
Communication Technologies and Media - including new sections on
“hacktivism” and “leaktivism” -and up-to-date case studies and
references. Social Movements: The Key Concepts provides an
insightful, contemporary introduction to some of the frequently
encountered terms and groups that are central to the study of
collective action and social and political activism. Following an A-Z
format, the entries defined and discussed are drawn from the following
areas: the ‘old’ social movements of the nineteenth century the ‘new’
social movements of the 1960s and 1970s the rise of contemporary
‘network’ movements. Key American, European and global social
movements are addressed, with each entry related to contemporary
developments and emergent tendencies within the field. Including
helpful references for further study, this concise and up-to-date guide
is of relevance for those studying a range of disciplines, including
sociology, politics, cultural studies and human geography. Nationalist
movements have become a force in contemporary American politics
regardless of the political party. As social issues plague America,
civilian participation in activism is experiencing a resurgence.
Nationalism, Social Movements, and Activism in Contemporary
Society: Emerging Research and Opportunities provides vital
information on the most current issues facing the American public and
political system while also exploring nationalist ideology and its
application in modern politics. While highlighting the challenges
facing America’s democracy and social structure, this book explores
how civilians and movements are working to make progress in the

current political climate. This book is an important resource for
researchers, activists, political scientists, journalists, professors,
students, and professionals seeking current research on nationalism,
social activism, civilian protest, and the current American political
climate. At a particularly urgent world-historical moment, this volume
brings together some of the leading researchers of social movements
and global social change and other emerging scholars and
practitioners to advance new thinking about social movements and
global transformation. Social movements around the world today are
responding to crisis by defying both political and epistemological
borders, offering alternatives to the global capitalist order that are
imperceptible through the modernist lens. Informed by a world-
historical perspective, contributors explain today’s struggles as
building upon the experiences of the past while also coming together
globally in ways that are inspiring innovation and consolidating new
thinking about what a fundamentally different, more equitable, just,
and sustainable world order might look like. This collection offers new
insights into contemporary movements for global justice, challenging
readers to appreciate how modernist thinking both colors our own
observations and complicates the work of activists seeking to resolve
inequities and contradictions that are deeply embedded in Western
cultural traditions and institutions. Contributors consider today’s
movements in the longue durée—that is, they ask how Occupy Wall
Street, the Arab Spring, and other contemporary struggles for
liberation reflect, build upon, or diverge from anti-colonial and other
emancipatory struggles of the past. Critical to this volume is its
exploration of how divisions over gender equity and diversity of
national cultures and class have impacted what are increasingly
intersectional global movements. The contributions of feminist and
indigenous movements come to the fore in this collective exploration
of what the movements of yesterday and today can contribute to our
ongoing effort to understand the dynamics of global transformation in
order to help advance a more equitable, just, and ecologically
sustainable world. The year 2011 marked the emergence of a series of
mobilizations of the indignant that spread like wildfire around the
world—from the Arab Spring to Europe, and soon afterwards to
Occupy Wall Street, the Spanish 15M was pivotal to the transnational
diffusion of protest. This volume analyzes the features that turned the
15M into a beacon for international mobilization, and those that
garnered it unprecedented domestic support, surpassing historic
socio-economic and politico-ideological fractures in Spain. It also
delves into its gradual demise, and its profound impact on the
emergence of political "offsprings" that portray themselves as heirs to
the 15M spirit, such as Podemos. This book sheds new light on the
15M phenomenon, providing an international perspective that rejects
cultural, economic, and even political reductionism. Including insights
from sociologists and political scientists from around the world, it
explores themes such as identity, emotion, cultural resources, the
media, and the relationship between social movements, regional
institutions and the state. Each chapter reflects on the impact and
legacy of the 15M movement, as well as the important questions it



raises about the current theoretical framework for social movements
in Spain and beyond. Crisis and Social Mobilization in Contemporary
Spain: The 15M Movement is a fascinating read for all students and
scholars with interests in political sociology and social movements.
This fully revised and updated introduction to political
sociologyincorporates the burgeoning literature on globalization and
showshow contemporary politics is linked to cultural issues,
socialstructure and democratizing social action. New material on
global governance, human rights, global socialmovements, global
media New discussion of democracy and democratization Clearly lays
out what is at stake in deciding betweenalternatives of
cosmopolitanism, imperialism and nationalism Includes additional
discussion of the importance of studyingculture to political sociology
This book offers a new and fresh approach to understanding social
movements. It provides interdisciplinary perspectives on social and
cultural protest and contentious politics. It considers major theories
and concepts, which are presented in an accessible and engaging
format. Historical and contemporary case studies and examples from a
variety of different countries are provided throughout, including the
American civil rights movement, Greenpeace, Pussy Riot, indigenous
peoples movements, liberation theology, Occupy, Tea Party, and the
Arab Spring. The book presents specific chapters outlining the early
origins of social movement studies, and more recent theoretical and
conceptual developments. It considers key ideas from resource
mobilization theory, the political process model, and new social
movement approaches. It provides an expansive commentary on the
role of culture in social protest, and looks at substantive areas in
chapters dedicated to religious movements, geography and struggles
over space, media and movements, and global activism. Understanding
Social Movements will be a useful resource for undergraduate and
postgraduate students across disciplines wanting to be introduced to
or extend their knowledge of the field. The book will also prove
invaluable for lecturers and academic researchers interested in
studying social movements. A new, fully-revised and updated edition of
the leading introduction to social movements and collective action –
covers a broad range of approaches in the social sciences. Now in its
third edition, Social Movements is the market-leading introductory
text on collective action in contemporary society. The text draws from
theory-driven, systematic empirical research from across the social
sciences to address central questions and concepts in the field.
Sophisticated yet reader-friendly chapters offer critical analyses of
relevant literature whilst exploring important issues and debates. The
global political landscape has undergone significant changes in the
years since this book’s initial publication, such as the spread of online
protests, the resurgence of nationalist and right-wing activity, global
revolts, and increased social and economic polarization. This
thoroughly updated edition offers fresh discussions of recent social
movements against austerity from around the world, new empirical
examples, references to recent episodes of contention, an expanded
comparative approach to social movement theory in the scientific
literature, and more. Positioned at the intersection of sociology and

political science, this book: Presents an empirical and engaging
exploration of contemporary social movements Discusses topics such
as organizing within social movements, eventful protests, political
opportunities, symbolism and identity in collective action, and social
change Highlights how core mechanisms of collective action operate in
different movements, past and present Provides a conceptual
methodology useful for social science students and researchers alike
Highlights how core mechanisms of collective action operate in
different movements in the past and present Written by two
internationally recognized experts in sociology and political science,
the third edition of Social Movements: An Introduction is an essential
course text and a must-read for students and scholars of sociology,
political sociology, political science, and social movement studies. This
book explores social movements and political activism in contemporary
Japan, arguing that the 2011 Fukushima nuclear accident marks a
decisive moment, which has led to an unprecedented resurgence in
social and protest movements and inaugurated a new era of civic
engagement. Offering fresh perspectives on both older and more
current forms of activism in Japan, together with studies of specific
movements that developed after Fukushima, this volume tackles
questions of emerging and persistent structural challenges that
activists face in contemporary Japan. With attention to the question of
where the new sense of contention in Japan has emerged from and
how the newly developing movements have been shaped by the neo-
conservative policies of the Japanese government, the authors ask how
the Japanese experience adds to our understanding of how social
movements work, and whether it might challenge prevailing
theoretical frameworks. Discusses the most influential political and
social movements and their roles in the history of modern world
politics, including liberalism, conservatism, facism, and religious
fundamentalism. This timely reader provides an anthology of the
literature on social movements, including the key texts relating to the
notions of conflict, social change and collective action. The editors
have selected and commented on the cameos found in this field of
analysis and research, from classical sociology through to
contemporary social movement theory. This book’s four main aims are
to examine: firstly, why movements happened in the socio-historical
context of sixties’ radicalism; secondly, its distinctive legacy of crucial,
cultural, societal and political interconnections; thirdly, continuing
links between seminal ideas and movements and socio-political
activism today; fourthly little-discussed national instances and
divergent impacts of sixties radicalism, in relation to contemporary
'global' social movements. A conclusion traces all these dimensions
from current social movements back to sixties radicalism’s pioneering
upheavals. Westerners invented social movements during the 18th
century, but after that social movements became vehicles of popular
politics across the world. By locating social movements in history,
prize-winning social scientist Charles Tilly provides rich and often
surprising insights into the origins of contemporary social movement
practices, relations of social movements to democratization, and likely
futures for social movements. Social movements continue to provide

rich fodder for social researchers in the twenty-first century. This
reader gives range and depth to ongoing debates about what
constitutes a social movement, what motivates actors to participate in
social movements, and how social movements continue to evolve in
post-industrial societies such as the United States. Not all social
movements are about positive social change and some movements
have been and will be destructive. The nine essays contained in this
text represent classical movements such as the Oneida utopian
movement of nineteenth century America and contemporary emerging
movements such as the church-growth movement. The authors
examine movements that are attempting to revitalize American health
care and religious practice along with movements that are counter to
social justice such as the white supremacist movement. Was Jonestown
a cult or social movement? How does a charismatic leader such as
John Humphrey Noyes sell the notion of selective breeding to Oneida
communitarians? What is motivating people to participate in the
contemporary communal movement in the United States? Such
questions are fundamental to our understanding of the emergence and
sustainability of social movements. This reader provides authoritative
answers to these questions and many more as well as providing a basis
for further thought and discussion among students of social
movements. While this volume does not attempt to present a unified
theory of social movements, the authors apply different theoretical
approaches to their explanation of the movements they write about.
Authors represent various disciplines such as anthropology, education,
and sociology and specialty areas such as criminal justice,
immigration, and religion. This multidisciplinary approach adds to the
appeal of this reader; with the goal of accessibility to a wide range of
audiences who are interested in social movement phenomena, both
past and present. "A wonderful starting point for studying social
movements in contemporary Latin America and for analyzing how
unique processes of dependent capitalist development, and attendant
political structures, influence their emergence and impact. This edited
volume comes just in time, before we get too carried away with Euro-
centered theories of new social movements and lose sight of what is
really happening at the grassroots. It is one of the first collections of
its kind published in English, and as such it is a rich and long-overdue
contribution. "—Diane E. Davis, Journal of Inter-American Studies and
World Affairs "Carefully conceived, Power and Popular Protest is a
superb text to be consulted in the years to come by anyone interested
in understanding contemporary Latin American politics and
society."—Rosario Espinal, Contemporary Sociology This edited
collection explores how contemporary Latin American cinema has
dealt with and represented issues of human rights, moving beyond
many of the recurring topics for Latin American films. Through diverse
interdisciplinary theoretical and methodological approaches, and
analyses of different audiovisual media from fictional and documentary
films to digitally-distributed activist films, the contributions discuss
the theme of human rights in cinema in connection to various topics
and concepts. Chapters in the volume explore the prison system, state
violence, the Mexican dirty war, the Chilean dictatorship, debt,



transnational finance, indigenous rights, social movement, urban
occupation, the right to housing, intersectionality, LGBTT and
women’s rights in the context of a number of Latin American
countries. By so doing, it assesses the long overdue relation between
cinema and human rights in the region, thus opening new avenues to
aid the understanding of cinema’s role in social transformation. Social
movements play a central role in the scope and direction of social
change. They were instrumental in the creation of the modern state
and, today, are major forces in politics and culture. Environmentalism,
gay rights, alterglobalization, and Islamic fundamentalism are all
movements with far-reaching impacts on contemporary society. What
is a Social Movement? traces how the study of movements such as
these - of their structures, their ideas, and their repertoires of protest -
have grown in recent years to become a major focus in the social
sciences. It deftly navigates the organizational, ideational, and cultural
complexity of political and social movements, and offers a succinct but
comprehensive overview of the hows, whys, and wheretofores of
studying them. The book analyzes how politics and culture frequently
intersect as people participate in movements that call for change and
pursue group interests. By focusing on movement organizations and
networks, on what they do, and how they articulate their ideas of
justice and collective interests, What is a Social Movement? lays the
essential groundwork for understanding this significant and exciting
field of research, where it came from, and where it is headed.
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