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"Corporate reform" is not reform at all. Instead, it is the systematic
destruction of the foundational American institution of public education.
The primary motivation behind this destruction is greed. Public
education in America is worth almost a trillion dollars a year. Whereas
American public education is a democratic institution, its destruction is
being choreographed by a few wealthy, well-positioned individuals and
organizations. This book investigates and exposes the handful of people
and institutions that are often working together to become the driving
force behind destroying the community public school. In her new book,
bestselling author Mercedes Schneider provides little-known details
about the history of the Common Core State Standards. She lifts the veil
on how the Common Core was developed, who was present in the back
room, the push to copyright it so that test-makers could profit, and the
urgency for governors to sign commitments before the standards were
even completed. CCSS is publicized as being a state-led, teacher-
developed approach guaranteed to ensure that all students are college-
and career-ready. By the end of this eye-opening book, readers will come
to understand the CCSS and its attendant assessments as something very
different—an education-restricting, profit-garnering opportunity
packaged as an education-sounding sales pitch. Common Core Dilemma
will appeal to readers across the political spectrum who want to better
understand the role of corporations, nonprofits, big donors with strings
attached, and the federal government in exercising control in our
schools. “Mercedes Schneider is the right person to take a close look at
the controversies around the Common Core. She is not only a high school
teacher, but also holds a Ph.D. in research methods and statistics. No
one digs deeper than she to understand the politics, money, and
personalities behind big issues.” —Diane Ravitch, professor of education
at New York University, historian of education and bestselling author,
author of Reign of Error “The Common Core 'state' standards swept the
nation in an educational coup d’etat six years ago. The campaign was so
swift that most Americans—indeed most educators—had never even
heard of the standards when they were adopted. Mercedes Schneider
has become the nation's leading detective investigating this 'whodunnit'
mystery, and here she tells the tale, from the beginning.” —Anthony
Cody, educator, writer, and public speaker "The Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) are the first academic standards to be independently
adopted by almost every state in the country. The purpose and intent of
the Common Core standards for English Language Arts (ELA), as well as
Literacy in History/Social Studies and Science Education, are the focus
of this book. Each of the chapters addresses one of the major English
Language Arts domains: literature, informational texts, foundational
skills, writing, speaking and listening, language, technology, and
assessment. The objective of the chapters is twofold: to provide a

theoretical background and detailed explanation of each of the
CCSS/ELA standards, as well as practical suggestions, classroom
vignettes, models, instructional resources, and unit ideas to implement
the standards"-- Nothing provided
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