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Lifted Sep 02 2021 Before skyscrapers forever transformed the landscape of the
modern metropolis, the conveyance that made them possible had to be created.
Invented in New York in the 1850s, the elevator became an urban fact of life on
both sides of the Atlantic by the early twentieth century. While it may at first
glance seem a modest innovation, it had wide-ranging effects, from
fundamentally restructuring building design to reinforcing social class hierarchies
by moving luxury apartments to upper levels, previously the domain of the lower
classes. The cramped elevator cabin itself served as a reflection of life in modern
growing cities, as a space of simultaneous intimacy and anonymity, constantly in
motion. In this elegant and fascinating book, Andreas Bernard explores how the
appearance of this new element changed notions of verticality and urban space.
Transforming such landmarks as the Waldorf-Astoria and Ritz Tower in New
York, he traces how the elevator quickly took hold in large American cities while
gaining much slower acceptance in European cities like Paris and Berlin.
Combining technological and architectural history with the literary and cinematic,
Bernard opens up new ways of looking at the elevator--as a secular confessional
when stalled between floors or as a recurring space in which couples fall in love.
Rising upwards through modernity, Lifted takes the reader on a compelling ride



through the history of the elevator.
The Sea Nov 16 2022 “There is nothing more enticing, disenchanting, and
enslaving than the life at sea,” wrote Joseph Conrad. And there is certainly
nothing more integral to the development of the modern world. In The Sea: A
Cultural History, John Mack considers those great expanses that both unite and
divide us, and the ways in which human beings interact because of the sea, from
navigation to colonization to trade. Much of the world’s population lives on or
near the cost, and as Mack explains, in a variety of ways, people actually inhabit
the sea. The Sea looks at the characteristics of different seas and oceans and
investigates how the sea is conceptualized in various cultures. Mack explores the
diversity of maritime technologies, especially the practice of navigation and the
creation of a society of the sea, which in many cultures is all-male, often
cosmopolitan, and always hierarchical. He describes the cultures and the social
and technical practices characteristic of seafarers, as well as their distinctive
language and customs. As he shows, the separation of sea and land is evident in
the use of different vocabularies on land and on sea for the same things, the
change in a mariner’s behavior when on land, and in the liminal status of points
uniting the two realms, like beaches and ports. Mack also explains how ships are
deployed in symbolic contexts on land in ecclesiastical and public architecture.
Yet despite their differences, the two realms are always in dialogue in symbolic
and economic terms. Casting a wide net, The Sea uses histories, maritime
archaeology, biography, art history, and literature to provide an innovative and
experiential account of the waters that define our worldly existence.
The 1920s Feb 17 2023 Discusses the political, economic, and cultural life of the
United States in the 1920s, including prohibition, the higher standard of living, the
Teapot Dome scandal, barnstorming, and flappers.
Sicily Apr 21 2023 “Reading these guides is the next best thing to actually going
there with them in hand.” —Foreword Magazine AN ENGAGING
INTRODUCTION TO A CULTURAL GIANT Long before it became an Italian
offshore island, Sicily was the land in the center of the Mediterranean where the
great civilizations of Europe and Northern Africa met. Sicily today is familiar and
unfamiliar, modernized and unchanging. Visitors will find in an out-of-the-way
town an Aragonese castle, will stumble across a Norman church by the side of a
lesser travelled road, will see red Muslim-styles domes over a Christian shrine,
will find a Baroque church of breathtaking beauty in a village, will catch a glimpse
from the motorway of a solitary Greek temple on the horizon and will happen on a
the celebrations of the patron saint of a run-down district of a city, and will stop
and wonder. There is more to Sicily than the Godfather and the mafia.
What is Cultural History? Apr 02 2024 What is Cultural History? has established
itself as an essential guide to what cultural historians do and how they do it. Now
fully updated in its third edition, leading historian Peter Burke offers afresh his
accessible account of the past, present and future of cultural history, as it has
been practised not only in the English-speaking world, but also in Continental



Europe, Asia, South America and elsewhere. Burke begins by discussing the
‘classic’ phase of cultural history, associated with Jacob Burckhardt and Johan
Huizinga, and the Marxist reaction to it, from Frederick Antal to Edward
Thompson. He then charts the rise of cultural history in more recent times,
concentrating on the work of the last generation, often described as the ‘New
Cultural History’. He places cultural history in its own cultural context, noting links
between new approaches to historical thought and writing and the rise of
feminism, postcolonial studies and an everyday discourse in which the idea of
culture plays an increasingly important part. The new edition also surveys the
latest developments in the field and considers the directions that cultural history
has been taking in the twenty-first century and may take in the future. This
landmark book will continue to be essential reading for students of history,
anthropology, cultural studies and literary studies.
Darkness Dec 18 2022 Darkness divides and enlivens opinion. Some are afraid
of the dark, or at least prefer to avoid it, and there are many who dislike what it
appears to stand for. Others are drawn to this strange domain, delighting in its
uncertainties, lured by all the associations of folklore and legend, by the call of
the mysterious and of the unknown. The history of our attitudes toward
darkness—toward what we cannot quite make out, in all its physical and
metaphorical manifestations—challenges the very notion of a world that we can
fully comprehend. In this book, Nina Edwards explores darkness as both a
physical feature and cultural image, through themes of sight, blindness,
consciousness, dreams, fear of the dark, night blindness, and the in-between
states of dusk or fog, twilight and dawn, those points or periods of obscuration
and clarification. Taking us across the ages, from the dungeons of Gothic novels
to the concrete bunkers of Nordic Noir TV shows, Edwards interrogates the full
sweep of humanity’s attempts to harness and suppress the dark first through our
ability to control fire and, later, illuminate the world with electricity. She explores
how the idea of darkness pervades art, literature, religion, and our everyday
language. Ultimately, Edwards reveals how darkness, whether a shifting concept
or palpable physical presence, has fed our imaginations.
A Cultural History of the Senses in the Modern Age Dec 06 2021 In the 20th
century, many aspects of life became 'a matter of perception' in the wake of the
multiplication of media, stylistic experimentation, and the rise of multiculturalism.
Life sped up as a result of new modes of transportation – automobiles and
airplanes – and communication – telephones and personal computers – which
emphasized the rapid movement of people and ideas. The proliferation of
synthetic products and simulated experiences, from artificial flavors to video
games, in turn, created heady virtual worlds of sensation. This progressive
mediation and acceleration of sensation, along with the sensory and
environmental pollution it often spawned, also sparked various countertrends,
such as the 'back to nature' movement, the craft movement, slow food and
alternative medicine. This volume shows how attending to the sensory dynamics



of the modern age yields many fresh insights into the intertwined processes
which gave the 20th century its particular feel of technological prowess and
gaudy artificiality. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Modern Age presents
essays on the following topics: the social life of the senses; urban sensations; the
senses in the marketplace; the senses in religion; the senses in philosophy and
science; medicine and the senses; the senses in literature; art and the senses;
and sensory media.
A Cultural History of Cuba during the U.S. Occupation, 1898-1902 Feb 05 2022
In this cultural history of Cuba during the United States' brief but influential
occupation from 1898 to 1902--a key transitional period following the Spanish-
American War--Marial Iglesias Utset sheds light on the complex set of pressures
that guided the formation and production of a burgeoning Cuban nationalism.
Drawing on archival and published sources, Iglesias illustrates the process by
which Cubans maintained and created their own culturally relevant national
symbols in the face of the U.S. occupation. Tracing Cuba's efforts to modernize
in conjunction with plans by U.S. officials to shape the process, Iglesias analyzes,
among other things, the influence of the English language on Spanish usage; the
imposition of North American holidays, such as Thanksgiving, in place of
traditional Cuban celebrations; the transformation of Havana into a new
metropolis; and the development of patriotic symbols, including the Cuban flag,
songs, monuments, and ceremonies. Iglesias argues that the Cuban response to
U.S. imperialism, though largely critical, indeed involved elements of reliance,
accommodation, and welcome. Above all, Iglesias argues, Cubans engaged the
Americans on multiple levels, and her work demonstrates how their ambiguous
responses to the U.S. occupation shaped the cultural transformation that gave
rise to a new Cuban nationalism.
Buenos Aires Oct 16 2022 The most European of South American cities, Buenos
Aires evokes exile and nostalgia. A nineteenth-century replica of Paris or Madrid
set adrift in an alien continent, its identity is neither of the Old World nor the New.
The Argentine capital's rootlessness has famously found expression in the
melancholy of tango and, more recently, in a vogue for psychoanalysis even
more widespread than New York's. Jason Wilson explores this contradictory and
culturally rich city by tracing its development from remote ranching settlement to
modern metropolis. Taking landmarks, both well-known and hidden, as starting
points for a journey of discovery, he looks at the events, people and writing that
have shaped modern Buenos Aires and its cultural life. • The city of Borges and
Cortazar: the European literary tradition, magical realism and fantasy, the
construction of an Argentine voice, writers local and foreign •The city of tango:
the music of longing and despair, a meeting-point of machismo and sensuality,
lowlife culture of the port •The city of passions: the cult of Evita Peron, the life-
and-death matter of soccer, the totalitarian political legacy.
Black Art: A Cultural History (Third) (World of Art) Aug 14 2022 This
groundbreaking study explores the visual representations of Black culture across



the globe throughout the twentieth century and into the twenty-first. The African
diaspora—a direct result of the transatlantic slave trade and Western
colonialism—has generated a wide array of artistic achievements, from blues and
reggae to the paintings of the pioneering American artist Henry Ossawa Tanner
and the music videos of Solange. This study concentrates on how these works,
often created during times of major social upheaval and transformation, use
Black culture both as a subject and as context. From musings on “the souls of
black folk” in late-nineteenth-century art to questions of racial and cultural
identities in performance, media, and computer-assisted arts in the twenty-first
century, this book examines the philosophical and social forces that have shaped
Black presence in modern and contemporary visual culture. Renowned art
historian Richard J. Powell presents Black art drawn from across the African
diaspora, with examples from the Americas, the Caribbean, and Europe. Black
Art features artworks executed in a broad range of media, including film,
photography, performance art, conceptual art, advertising, and sculpture. Now
updated and expanded, this new edition helps to better understand how the first
two decades of the twenty-first century have been a transformative moment in
which previous assumptions about race and identity have been irrevocably
altered, with art providing a useful lens through which to think about these
compelling issues.
Orchid Feb 25 2021 The prize-winning history of the orchid: “an engaging and
enlightening account of one of the Earth's most mythologized botanical wonders”
(Richard Conniff, author of House of Lost Worlds). At once delicate, exotic, and
elegant, orchids are beloved for their singular, instantly recognizable beauty.
Found in nearly every climate, the many species of orchid have had varying
forms of significance in countless cultures over time. Following the orchid’s
journey from Ancient Greek medicine to twentieth century detective novels,
science historian Jim Endersby explores the flower’s four recurring themes:
science, empire, sex, and death. Orchids were a symbol of the exotic riches
sought by 19th century Europeans in their plans for colonization. They became
subjects of scientific scrutiny for Charles Darwin, who investigated their methods
of cross-pollination. As Endersby shows, orchids—perhaps because of their
extraordinarily diverse colors, shapes, and sizes—have also bloomed repeatedly
in films, novels, plays, and poems, from Shakespeare to science fiction.
Featuring many gorgeous illustrations from the collection of the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, Orchid: A Cultural History was awarded the Watson Davis and
Helen Miles Davis Prize by the History of Science Society. It is an enchanting tale
not only for gardeners and plant collectors, but anyone curious about the flower’s
obsessive hold on the imagination in history, cinema, literature, and more.
A Cultural History of Causality Apr 29 2021 This pioneering work is the first to
trace how our understanding of the causes of human behavior has changed
radically over the course of European and American cultural history since 1830.
Focusing on the act of murder, as documented vividly by more than a hundred



novels including Crime and Punishment, An American Tragedy, The Trial, and
Lolita, Stephen Kern devotes each chapter of A Cultural History of Causality to
examining a specific causal factor or motive for murder--ancestry, childhood,
language, sexuality, emotion, mind, society, and ideology. In addition to drawing
on particular novels, each chapter considers the sciences (genetics,
endocrinology, physiology, neuroscience) and systems of thought
(psychoanalysis, linguistics, sociology, forensic psychiatry, and existential
philosophy) most germane to each causal factor or motive. Kern identifies five
shifts in thinking about causality, shifts toward increasing specificity, multiplicity,
complexity, probability, and uncertainty. He argues that the more researchers
learned about the causes of human behavior, the more they realized how much
more there was to know and how little they knew about what they thought they
knew. The book closes by considering the revolutionary impact of quantum
theory, which, though it influenced novelists only marginally, shattered the model
of causal understanding that had dominated Western thought since the
seventeenth century. Others have addressed changing ideas about causality in
specific areas, but no one has tackled a broad cultural history of this concept as
does Stephen Kern in this engagingly written and lucidly argued book.
Civility Dec 30 2023 Cut off in traffic? Bumped without apology on the subway?
Forced to listen to a profane conversation in a public space? In today's Western
societies, many feel that there has been a noticeable and marked decrease in
mutual consideration in both public and private settings. Are we less civil now
than in the past? Benet Davetian's masterful study Civility: A Cultural History
responds to this question through a historical, social, and psychological
discussion of the civility practices in three nations - England, France, and the
United States. Davetian's rich, multi-dimensional review of civility from 1200 to
the present day provides an in-depth analysis of the social and personal
psychology of human interaction and charts a new course for the study and
understanding of civility and civil society. Civility addresses major topics in public
discourse today regarding the ideals and practices of civility and the possibility of
a future civility ethic capable of inspiring cooperation across cultural and national
boundaries.
Cultural History Sep 26 2023 The expression ‘cultural history’ is generally used
today to signal a particular approach to history, one which could be applied to
any object, and is mainly concerned with the sense men and women from the
past gave to the world they lived in. In this introduction to cultural history as a
subdiscipline, the reader will find the key steps in the historical development of
the field from 1850 to the present. It surveys different ways in which cultural
history has been practised, exploring intellectual history, the history of ideas and
concepts, of mentalities, of symbols and representations, and of languages and
discourses. Cultural History also maps the territory cultural history most
effectively enlightens: gender; the family and sexuality; the body; senses and
emotions and images; material culture and consumption; the media and



communication. Lastly, it includes an appendix of biographies of a number of
influential cultural historians. This concise and accessible introduction will be an
essential volume for any university student studying cultural history.
A Cultural History of Youth in the Age of Empire Mar 09 2022
Friends Mar 21 2023 A cultural phenomenon for a decade, Friends ranked in the
top ten for every year of its original run, an accomplishment unmatched by any
other scripted series. And more than twenty-five years since its theme song
promised “I’ll be there for you,” Rachel, Monica, Phoebe, Joey, Chandler, and
Ross are still entertaining audiences around the world. As the characters
maneuvered their ways through dating, love, and the occasional conflict, their
loyalty to each other remained steadfast. In Friends: A Cultural History, Jennifer
C. Dunn explores why the show immediately took hold of viewers and how the
series remained must-see TV for so long. Dunn examines the cultural landscape
that allowed a show not centered on traditional sitcom norms of family and career
to become such a critical and commercial success. The author also addresses
how the show’s complicated depictions of gender roles and class distinctions—as
well as its lack of ethnic diversity—did not detract from its popularity. In addition
to exploring memorable plotlines, cherished moments, and the quirks of the
principal players, this book analyzes the show’s enduring cultural relevance.
Featuring a discussion of the show’s 25 best episodes, Friends: A Cultural
History offers an engaging look at the series that has resonated with generations
of television viewers.
A Cultural History of the Modern Age Vol. 1 Jun 23 2023 Historian, philosopher,
critic, playwright, journalist, and actor, Egon Friedell was a key figure in the
extraordinary flowering of Viennese culture between the two world wars. His
masterpiece, A Cultural History of the Modern Age, demonstrates the intellectual
universality that Friedell saw as guarantor of the continuity and regeneration of
European civilization. Following a brilliant opening essay on cultural history and
why it should be studied, the first volume begins with an analysis of the
transformation of the Medieval mind as it evolved from the Black Death to the
Thirty Years War. The emphasis is on the spiritual and cultural vortex of
civilization, but Friedell never forgets the European roots in pestilence, death,
and superstition that animate a contrary drive toward reason, refinement,
intellectual curiosity, and scientific knowledge. While these values reached their
apogee during the Renaissance, Friedell shows that each cultural victory is
precarious, and Europe was always in danger of slipping back into barbarism.
Friedell's historical vision embraces the whole of Western culture and its
development. It is a consistent probing for the divine in the world's course and is,
therefore, theology; it is research into the basic forces of the human soul and is,
therefore, psychology; it is the most illuminating presentation of the forms of state
and society and, therefore, is politics; the most varied collection of all art-
creations and is, therefore, aesthetics. Thomas Mann regarded Friedell as one of
the great stylists in the German language. Like the works of the great novelist, A



Cultural History of the Modern Age offers a dramatic history of the last six
centuries, showing the driving forces of each age. The new introduction provides
a fascinating biographical sketch of Friedell and his cultural milieu and analyzes
his place in intellectual history.
A Cultural History of Gesture Nov 28 2023
The Cultural History Reader Oct 04 2021 The Cultural History Reader is the
first volume to collect together the distinctive contributions made by cultural
historians across the spectrum of historiographical methods. It offers a unique
view into the insights to be gained from examining how cultural factors have
shaped people's experiences of the world and guided their actions. Featuring
eleven thematic sections, covering everything from childhood to technology and
war to popular culture, this book bridges disparate themes, periods, nationalities
and religions to present detailed analyses of a variety of cultural responses and
interpretations in diverse historical contexts. Peter McCaffery and Ben Marsden
use their wealth of experience in teaching and researching cultural history to
identify key topics and to provide the most telling extracts, illustrating how
different social and cultural factors intersect and link together to give a richer
picture of the past in all its surprising complexity. They also provide authoritative
and clearly written introductions that contextualize each section and show the
ways in which the themes have been handled by different cultural historians. The
book provides a detailed and accessible introduction to cultural history as a
discipline, outlining how it has developed since the eighteenth century and where
it differs from related disciplines such as sociology, anthropology and
archaeology. The Cultural History Reader is a perfect resource for all students of
cultural history and all those interested in how focusing on cultural factors has
shaped our understanding of the past.
The Power of Culture Jul 13 2022 "We are in the midst of a dramatic shift in
sensibility, and 'cultural' history is the rubric under which a massive doubting and
refiguring of our most cherished historical assumptions is being conducted. Many
historians are coming to suspect that the idea of culture has the power to restore
order to the study of the past. Whatever its potency as an organizing theme,
there is no doubt about the power of the term 'culture' to evoke and stand for the
depth of the re-examination not taking place. At a time of deep intellectual
disarray, 'culture' offers a provisional, nominalist version of coherence: whatever
the fragmentation of knowledge, however centrifugal the spinning of the scholarly
wheel, 'culture'—which (even etymologically) conveys a sense of safe nurture,
warm growth, budding or ever-present wholeness—will shelter us. The PC
buttons on historians' chests today stand not for 'politically correct' but 'positively
cultural.'—from the Introduction More and more scholars are turning to cultural
history in order to make sense of the American past. This volume brings together
nine original essays by some leading practitioners in the field. The essays aim to
exhibit the promise of a cultural approach to understanding the range of
American experiences from the seventeenth century to the present. Expanding



on the editors' pathbreaking The Culture of Consumption, the contributors to this
volume argue for a cultural history that attends closely to language and textuality
without losing sight of broad configurations of power that social and political
history at its best has always stressed. The authors here freshly examine crucial
topics in both private and public life. Taken together, the essays shed new light
on the power of culture in the lives of Americans past and present.
A Cultural History of the Soul Jan 31 2024 The soul, which dominated many
intellectual debates at the beginning of the twentieth century, has virtually
disappeared from the sciences and the humanities. Yet it is everywhere in
popular culture—from holistic therapies and new spiritual practices to literature
and film to ecological and political ideologies. Ignored by scholars, it is hiding in
plain sight in a plethora of religious, psychological, environmental, and scientific
movements. This book uncovers the history of the concept of the soul in
twentieth-century Europe and North America. Beginning in fin de siècle Germany,
Kocku von Stuckrad examines a fascination spanning philosophy, the sciences,
the arts, and the study of religion, as well as occultism and spiritualism, against
the backdrop of the emergence of experimental psychology. He then explores
how and why the United States witnessed a flowering of ideas about the soul in
popular culture and spirituality in the latter half of the century. Von Stuckrad
examines an astonishingly wide range of figures and movements—ranging from
Ernest Renan, Martin Buber, and Carl Gustav Jung to the Esalen Institute, deep
ecology, and revivals of shamanism, animism, and paganism to Rachel Carson,
Ursula K. Le Guin, and the Harry Potter franchise. Revealing how the soul
remains central to a culture that is only seemingly secular, this book casts new
light on the place of spirituality, religion, and metaphysics in Europe and North
America today.
The World According to Color Nov 04 2021 A kaleidoscopic exploration that
traverses history, literature, art, and science to reveal humans' unique and vibrant
relationship with color. We have an extraordinary connection to color—we give it
meanings, associations, and properties that last millennia and span cultures,
continents, and languages. In The World According to Color, James Fox takes
seven elemental colors—black, red, yellow, blue, white, purple, and green—and
uncovers behind each a root idea, based on visual resemblances and common
symbolism throughout history. Through a series of stories and vignettes, the book
then traces these meanings to show how they morphed and multiplied and,
ultimately, how they reveal a great deal about the societies that produced them:
reflecting and shaping their hopes, fears, prejudices, and preoccupations. Fox
also examines the science of how our eyes and brains interpret light and color,
and shows how this is inherently linked with the meanings we give to hue. And
using his background as an art historian, he explores many of the milestones in
the history of art—from Bronze Age gold-work to Turner, Titian to Yves Klein—in
a fresh way. Fox also weaves in literature, philosophy, cinema, archaeology, and
art—moving from Monet to Marco Polo, early Japanese ink artists to



Shakespeare and Goethe to James Bond. By creating a new history of color, Fox
reveals a new story about humans and our place in the universe: second only to
language, color is the greatest carrier of cultural meaning in our world.
Cultural History Jan 19 2023 Anna Green provides a coherent and accessible
introduction to the major theoretical approaches and key concepts within this
most diverse of historical fields. 'Cultural History' explores the conceptual,
affective and imaginative worlds of human consciousness, as reflected in elite
intellectual works as well as everyday social beliefs and practices.
American Cultural History: A Very Short Introduction Mar 28 2021 The iconic
images of Uncle Sam and Marilyn Monroe, or the "fireside chats" of Franklin D.
Roosevelt and the oratory of Martin Luther King, Jr.: these are the words,
images, and sounds that populate American cultural history. From the Boston
Tea Party to the Dodgers, from the blues to Andy Warhol, dime novels to
Disneyland, the history of American culture tells us how previous generations of
Americans have imagined themselves, their nation, and their relationship to the
world and its peoples. This Very Short Introduction recounts the history of
American culture and its creation by diverse social and ethnic groups. In doing
so, it emphasizes the historic role of culture in relation to broader social, political,
and economic developments. Across the lines of race, class, gender, and
sexuality, as well as language, region, and religion, diverse Americans have
forged a national culture with a global reach, inventing stories that have shaped a
national identity and an American way of life. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Fear May 11 2022 Fear is one of the most basic and most powerful of all the
human emotions. Sometimes it is hauntingly specific: flames searing patterns on
the ceiling, a hydrogen bomb, a terrorist. More often, anxiety overwhelms us from
some source within: there is an irrational panic about venturing outside, a dread
of failure, a premonition of doom. In this astonishing book we encounter the fears
and anxieties of hundreds of British and American men, women and children.
From fear of the crowd to agoraphobia, from battle experiences to fear of nuclear
attack, from cancer to AIDS, this is an utterly original insight into the mindset of
the twentieth century from one of most brilliant historians and thinkers of our time.
Lima Apr 09 2022 Lima has always dominated national life, as the centre of
political and economic power. Long a stronghold of the European elite, the city is
now home to millions of Peruvians from the Andean region as well as the
descendants of African slaves and migrants from Europe, China and Japan. As a
popular saying puts it, the whole of Peru is now in Lima. James Higgins explores
the city's history and evolving identity as reflected in its architecture, literature,
painting and music. Tracing its trajectory from colonial enclave to modern



metropolis, he reveals how the capital now embodies the diversity and dynamism
of Peru itself.
A Cultural History of the Sea in Antiquity Jul 25 2023 The sea is omnipresent
in the ancient cultures of the Mediterranean basin. It is an inexhaustible source of
food, but also a well-traveled roadway and a means to communicate, trade with,
or wage war against one's neighbors. Perhaps because these practical meanings
of the sea were so deeply embedded in daily life, the sea also had a profound
religious and symbolic significance for ancient people, from the worship of sea-
deities by anxious mariners to the creation of intricate literary devices based on
'the wine-dark sea' and concepts such as insularity. People even imagined that,
at the edge of the world, where the ocean meets the sky, was the entrance to the
Underworld as well as to Olympus, the realm of the gods. In between these
distant mythical shores and the well-known contours of the Mediterranean was a
space where all utopias and dystopias could be projected-a space to discover
and rediscover endlessly. This volume addresses the constant interplay between
the real and the imaginary significance of the sea in ancient thought, from
philosophy and science to shipbuilding, trade routes, military technology, poetry,
mythmaking, and iconography. The volume spans a period of almost two
millennia and an area that covers Spain to India and China, and West Africa to
the British Isles, demonstrating the global interconnection of cultures and trade,
conceived in its broadest possible sense, in the ancient world.
A Cultural History of Underdevelopment May 23 2023 A Cultural History of
Underdevelopment explores the changing place of Latin America in U.S. culture
from the mid-nineteenth century to the recent U.S.-Cuba détente. In doing so, it
uncovers the complex ways in which Americans have imagined the global
geography of poverty and progress, as the hemispheric imperialism of the
nineteenth century yielded to the Cold War discourse of "underdevelopment."
John Patrick Leary examines representations of uneven development in Latin
America across a variety of genres and media, from canonical fiction and poetry
to cinema, photography, journalism, popular song, travel narratives, and
development theory. For the United States, Latin America has figured variously
as good neighbor and insurgent threat, as its possible future and a remnant of its
past. By illuminating the conventional ways in which Americans have imagined
their place in the hemisphere, the author shows how the popular image of the
United States as a modern, exceptional nation has been produced by a century
of encounters that travelers, writers, radicals, filmmakers, and others have had
with Latin America. Drawing on authors such as James Weldon Johnson, Willa
Cather, and Ernest Hemingway, Leary argues that Latin America has figured in
U.S. culture not just as an exotic "other" but as the familiar reflection of the
United States’ own regional, racial, class, and political inequalities.
The New Cultural History Aug 26 2023 Michel Foucault's History of culture /
Patricia O'Brien -- Crowds, community, and ritual in the work of E.P. Thompson
and Natalie Davis / Suzanne Desan -- Local knowledge, local history : Geertz



and beyond / Aletta Biersack -- Literature, criticism, and historical imagination :
the literary challenge of Hayden White and Dominick LaCapra / Lloyd S. Kramer
-- The American parade : representations of the nineteenth-century social order /
Mary Ryan -- Texts, printing, readings / Roger Chartier -- Bodies, details, and the
humanitarian narrative / Thomas W. Laqueur -- Seeing culture in a room for a
Renaissance prince / Randolph Starn.
Varieties of Cultural History Mar 01 2024 The aim of this book is both to illustrate
and to discuss some of the main varieties of cultural history which have emerged
since the questioning of what might be called its "classic" form, exemplified in the
work of Jacob Burckhardt and Johan Huizinga. Among the themes of individual
chapters are the history of popular culture, the history of Carnival, the history of
mentalities, the history of gestures, the history of jokes, and even the history of
dreams. The emphasis of both the introduction and the case-studies which follow
is on the variety of forms taken by cultural history today. The classic model has
not been replaced by any new orthodoxy, despite the importance of approaches
inspired by social and cultural anthropology. Variety is to be found in the cultures
studied as well as among their historians. The case-studies included in the
volume come not only from Europe (and in particular from Italy) but also from the
New World, especially Brazil. Particular emphasis is placed on the importance of
cultural encounters, cultural conflicts, and their consequences, whether these
consequences should be described in terms of mixing, syncretism or synthesis.
Written by one of the leading cultural historians in Europe today, this book will be
of particular interest to students of early modern Europe, of the encounters
between European culture and the New World, and to students and scholars
interested in problems of historiography.
A Cultural History of Fashion in the Twentieth Century Jan 07 2022 No
Marketing Blurb
Fat Sep 14 2022 Fat: such a little word evokes big responses. While ‘fat’
describes the size and shape of bodies, our negative reactions to corpulent
bodies also depend on something tangible and tactile; as this book argues, there
is more to fat than meets the eye. Fat: A Cultural History of the Stuff of Life offers
a historical reflection on how fat has been perceived and imagined in the West
since antiquity. Featuring fascinating historical accounts, philosophical, religious
and cultural arguments, including discussions of status, gender and race, the
book digs deep into the past for the roots of our current notions and prejudices.
Three central themes emerge: how we have perceived and imagined obesity
over the centuries; how fat as a substance has elicited disgust and how it evokes
perceptions of animality; but also how it has been associated with vitality and
fertility. By exploring the complex ways in which fat, fatness and fattening have
been perceived over time, this book provides rich insights into the stuff our
stereotypes are made of.
Hillbilly Jul 01 2021 This text argues that the hillbilly - in his various guises - has
been viewed by mainstream Americans simultaneously as a violent degenerate



who threatens the modern order and as a keeper of traditional values and thus
symbolic of a nostalgic past free of the problems of contemporary life.
Ugliness Aug 02 2021 "'Ugly as sin', 'ugly duckling', 'rear its ugly head'. The word
'ugly' is used freely, yet it is a loaded term: from the simply plain and unsightly to
the repulsive and even offensive, definitions slide all over the place. Hovering
around 'feared and dreaded', ugliness both repels and fascinates. But the
concept of ugliness has a lineage that has long haunted our cultural imagination.
Gretchen E. Henderson explores perceptions of ugliness through history, from
ancient Roman feasts to medieval grotesque gargoyles, from Mary Shelley's
monster cobbled from corpses to the Nazi Exhibition of Degenerate Art. Covering
literature, art, music and even Ugly dolls, Henderson reveals how ugliness has
long posed a challenge to aesthetics and taste. Henderson digs into the muck of
ugliness, moving beyond the traditional philosophic argument or mere opposition
to beauty, and emerges with more than a selection of fascinating tidbits.
Following ugly bodies and dismantling ugly senses across periods and
continents, [this book] draws on a wealth of fields to cross cultures and times,
delineating the changing map of ugliness as it charges the public imagination.
Illustrated with a range of artefacts, this book offers a refreshing perspective that
moves beyond the surface to ask what 'ugly' truly is, even as its meaning
continues to shift"--
Wine Oct 28 2023 For oenophiles, casual wine-drinkers, and aesthetes alike, an
informative and entertaining history sure to delight even the most sensitive
palates. From celebrations of Bacchus in ancient Rome to the Last Supper and
casual dinner parties, wine has long been a key component of festivities,
ceremonies, and celebrations. Made by almost every civilization throughout
history, in every part of the world, wine has been used in religious ceremonies,
inspired artists and writers, been employed as a healing medicine, and, most
often, sipped as a way to relax with a gathering of friends. Yet, like all other forms
of alcohol, wine has also had its critics, who condemn it for the drunkenness and
bad behavior that arise with its overconsumption. Wine can render you tongue-
tied or philosophical; it can heal wounds or damage health; it can bring society
together or rend it. In this fascinating cultural history of wine, John Varriano takes
us on a tour of wine’s lively story, revealing the polarizing effect wine has had on
society and culture through the ages. From its origins in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia to the expanding contemporary industries in Australia, New
Zealand, and America, Varriano examines how wine is made and how it has
been used in rituals, revelries, and remedies throughout history. In addition, he
investigates the history of wine’s transformative effects on body and soul in art,
literature, and science from the mosaics of ancient Rome to the poetry of
Dickinson and Neruda and the paintings of Caravaggio and Manet. A spirited
exploration, this book will delight lovers of sauvignon blanc or pinot noir, as well
as those who are interested in the rich history of human creativity and
consumption.



What is Cultural History? Jun 04 2024 What is Cultural History? has established
itself as an essential guide to what cultural historians do and how they do it. Now
fully updated in its second edition, leading historian Peter Burke offers afresh his
accessible guide to the past, present and future of cultural history, as it has been
practised not only in the English-speaking world, but also in Continental Europe,
Asia, South America and elsewhere. Burke begins by providing a discussion of
the ‘classic’ phase of cultural history, associated with Jacob Burckhardt and
Johan Huizinga, and of the Marxist reaction, from Frederick Antal to Edward
Thompson. He then charts the rise of cultural history in more recent times,
concentrating on the work of the last generation, often described as the ‘New
Cultural History'. He places cultural history in its own cultural context, noting links
between new approaches to historical thought and writing and the rise of
feminism, postcolonial studies and an everyday discourse in which the idea of
culture plays an increasingly important part. The new edition also surveys the
very latest developments in the field and considers the directions cultural history
may be taking in the twenty-first century. The second edition of What is Cultural
History? will continue to be an essential textbook for all students of history as well
as those taking courses in cultural, anthropological and literary studies.
The Oxford Handbook of the New Cultural History of Music Jan 24 2021 As
the field of Cultural History grows in prominence in the academic world, an
understanding of the history of culture has become vital to scholars across
disciplines. The Oxford Handbook of the New Cultural History of Music cultivates
a return to the fundamental premises of cultural history in the cutting-edge work
of musicologists concerned with cultural history and historians who deal with
music. In this volume, noted academics from both of these disciplines illustrate
the continuing endeavor of cultural history to grasp the realms of human
experience, understanding, and communication as they are manifest or
expressed symbolically through various layers of culture and in many forms of
art. The Oxford Handbook of the New Cultural History of Music fosters and
reflects a sustained dialogue about their shared goals and techniques,
rejuvenating their work with new insights into the field itself.
The American Dream Jun 11 2022 There is no better way to understand
America than by understanding the cultural history of the American Dream.
Rather than just a powerful philosophy or ideology, the Dream is thoroughly
woven into the fabric of everyday life, playing a vital role in who we are, what we
do, and why we do it. No other idea or mythology has as much influence on our
individual and collective lives. Tracing the history of the phrase in popular culture,
Samuel gives readers a field guide to the evolution of our national identity over
the last eighty years. Samuel tells the story chronologically, revealing that there
have been six major eras of the mythology since the phrase was coined in 1931.
Relying mainly on period magazines and newspapers as his primary source
material, the author demonstrates that journalists serving on the front lines of the
scene represent our most valuable resource to recover unfiltered stories of the



Dream. The problem, Samuel reveals, is that it does not exist; the Dream is just
that, a product of our imagination. That it is not real ultimately turns out to be the
most significant finding and what makes the story most compelling.
A Cultural History of Physics May 03 2024 While the physical sciences are a
continuously evolving source of technology and of understanding about our
world, they have become so specialized and rely on so much prerequisite
knowledge that for many people today the divide between the sciences and the
humanities seems even greater than it was when C. P. Snow delivered his
famous 1959 lecture,
A Cultural History of Pregnancy May 30 2021 Hanson explores the different
ways in which pregnancy has been constructed and interpreted in Britain over the
last 250 years. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including obstetric texts,
pregnancy advice books, literary texts, popular fiction and visual images, she
analyzes changing attitudes to key issues such as the relative rights of mother
and foetus and the degree to which medical intervention is acceptable in
pregnancy. Hanson also considers the effects of medical and social changes on
the subjective experience of pregnancy.
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