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Contains a selection of poems from three earlier books: "A Street in Bronzeville," "Annie Allen," and "The Bean
Eaters" as well as some new selections. Profiles the life and career of the first black woman to win the Pulitzer Prize.
A poem distinguishing the difference between loneliness and aloneness, and the virtue of the latter. A Study Guide
for Gwendolyn Brooks's "The Explorer," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research
needs. Although Gwendolyn Brooks (1917-2004) was the first African American writer to win the Pulitzer Prize,
she occupies a curious position in the larger black canon. Despite her importance, with the exception of very few
critical accounts of her work, she has been usually treated in critical isolation from her black peers, be they male or
female. Brooks's earlier stages were discarded by many black critics as works directed to white audiences, whereas
black critics who became interested in her nationalist phase limited her to the Black Aesthetic perspective. Such
approaches to Brooks's opus fail to do justice to her work which stood on equal footing with other groundbreaking
works in terms of her pioneering themes and techniques. This book examines all of Brooks's stages while tracing the
changes that marked her voice throughout. By comparing and contrasting her work to Richard Wright, Margaret
Walker, Ralph Ellison, Lorraine Hansberry, Amiri Baraka and Sonia Sanchez, it becomes possible to highlight the
distinct poetic legacy of Brooks. The aim of this book is to assess the extent to which Brooks participated in the
black canon and to examine how far her realistic settings and individualised characters resulted in a poetry capable
of providing accurate reflections of black life in America throughout five very vibrant decades. Selections from three
earlier volumes reflect the distinguished poet's response to the realities of modern life Anthology of literary works,
mostly poetry, dedicated to Gwendolyn Brooks, originally presented as a public tribute at Chicago's Afro-Arts
theater. A look back at the cultural and political force of Pulitzer Prize–winning poet Gwendolyn Brooks, in
celebration of her hundredth birthday Artist–Rebel–Pioneer Pulitzer-Prize winning poet Gwendolyn Brooks is one of
the great American literary icons of the twentieth century, a protégé of Langston Hughes and mentor to a generation
of poets, including Sonia Sanchez, Nikki Giovanni, and Elizabeth Alexander. Her poetry took inspiration from the
complex portraits of black American life she observed growing up on Chicago’s Southside—a world of kitchenette
apartments and vibrant streets. From the desk in her bedroom, as a child she filled countless notebooks with poetry,
encouraged by the likes of Hughes and affirmed by Richard Wright, who called her work “raw and real.” Over the
next sixty years, Brooks’s poetry served as witness to the stark realities of urban life: the evils of lynching, the
murders of Emmett Till and Malcolm X, the revolutionary effects of the civil rights movement, and the burgeoning
power of the Black Arts Movement. Critical acclaim and the distinction in 1950 as the first black person ever
awarded a Pulitzer Prize helped solidify Brooks as a unique and powerful voice. Now, in A Surprised Queenhood in
the New Black Sun, fellow Chicagoan and award-winning writer Angela Jackson delves deep into the rich fabric of
Brooks’s work and world. Granted unprecedented access to Brooks’s family, personal papers, and writing
community, Jackson traces the literary arc of this artist’s long career and gives context for the world in which
Brooks wrote and published her work. It is a powerfully intimate look at a once-in-a-lifetime talent up close, using
forty-three of Brooks’s most soul-stirring poems as a guide. From trying to fit in at school (“Forgive and Forget”), to
loving her physical self (“To Those of My Sisters Who Kept Their Naturals”), to marriage and motherhood (“Maud
Martha”), to young men on her block (“We Real Cool”), to breaking history (“Medgar Evers”), to newfound
acceptance from her community and her elevation to a “surprising queenhood” (“The Wall”), Brooks lived life



through her work. Jackson deftly unpacks it all for both longtime admirers of Brooks and newcomers curious about
her interior life. A Surprised Queenhood in the New Black Sun is a commemoration of a writer who negotiated
black womanhood and incomparable brilliance with a changing, restless world—an artistic maverick way ahead of
her time. “A stirring, accessible introduction to Gwendolyn Brooks and a must-have for all elementary collections.”
—School Library Journal (Starred review) “The combination of biography and Brooks' own poems makes for a
strong, useful, and beautiful text . . . A solid introduction to a brilliant writer”—Kirkus. Acclaimed writer Alice Faye
Duncan tells the story of poet Gwendolyn Brooks, the first Black author to win the Pulitzer Prize. SING a song for
Gwendolyn Brooks. Sing it loud—a Chicago blues. With a voice both wise and witty, Gwendolyn Brooks crafted
poems that captured the urban Black experience and the role of women in society. She grew up on the South Side of
Chicago, reading and writing constantly from a young age, her talent lovingly nurtured by her parents. Brooks
ultimately published 20 books of poetry, two autobiographies, and one novel. Alice Faye Duncan has created her
own song to celebrate Gwendolyn’s life and work, illuminating the tireless struggle of revision and the sweet reward
of success. A group of poems dedicated to Winnie Mandela, the wife of Nelson Mandela who was the first
indigenous leader to hold the office of President of the Republic of South Africa. The author relates the events of her
life to her ongoing struggle to freely express the ideas and emotions of an African-American poet Anthology of
literary works, mostly poetry, dedicated to Gwendolyn Brooks, originally presented as a public tribute at Chicago's
Afro-Arts theater. This classic picture book from Pulitzer Prize–winning poet Gwendolyn Brooks, paired with full-
color illustrations by Caldecott Honor artist Faith Ringgold, explores the lives and dreams of the children who live
together in an urban neighborhood. In 1956, Gwendolyn Brooks created thirty-four poems that celebrated the joy,
beauty, imagination, and freedom of childhood. Bronzeville Boys and Girls features these timeless poems, which
remind us that whether we live in the Bronzeville section of Chicago or any other neighborhood, childhood is
universal in its richness of emotions and new experiences. “[A] superb tribute . . . [an] essential collection” of essays
analyzing the works of the preeminent twentieth-century poet and voice of social justice (Booklist). Winner of the
Central New York Book Award for Nonfiction Finalist for the Chicago Review of Books Award Poet, educator, and
social activist Gwendolyn Brooks was a singular force in American culture. The first black woman to be named
United States poet laureate, Brook’s poetry, fiction, and social commentary shed light on the beauty of humanity, the
distinct qualities of black life and community, and the destructive effects of racism, sexism, and class inequality. A
collection of thirty essays combining critical analysis and personal reflection, The Whiskey of Our Discontent,
presents essential elements of Brooks’ oeuvre—on race, gender, class, community, and poetic craft, while also
examining her life as poet, reporter, mentor, sage, activist, and educator. “Gwendolyn Brooks wrote and performed
her magnificent poetry for and about the Black people of Chicago, and yet it was also read with anguish, delight, and
awe by white people, successive waves of immigrants, and ultimately the world.” —Bill Ayers, from the
Introduction A picture-book biography of celebrated poet Gwendolyn Brooks, the first Black person to win the
Pulitzer Prize A 2021 Coretta Scott King Book Award Illustrator Honor Book A 2021 Robert F. Sibert Informational
Honor Book A 2021 Association of Library Service to Children Notable Children's Book Gwendolyn Brooks
(1917–2000) is known for her poems about “real life.” She wrote about love, loneliness, family, and
poverty—showing readers how just about anything could become a beautiful poem. Exquisite follows Gwendolyn
from early girlhood into her adult life, showcasing her desire to write poetry from a very young age. This picture-
book biography explores the intersections of race, gender, and the ubiquitous poverty of the Great Depression—all
with a lyrical touch worthy of the subject. Gwendolyn Brooks was the first Black person to win the Pulitzer Prize,
receiving the award for poetry in 1950. And in 1958, she was named the poet laureate of Illinois. A bold artist who
from a very young age dared to dream, Brooks will inspire young readers to create poetry from their own lives. This
is the first full-scale biography of Gwendolyn Brooks, one of America's major poets. George E. Kent, a longtime
friend and literary associate of the poet in Chicago, was given exclusive access to Brooks' early notebooks, which
she kept from the age of seven. Kent also interviewed Brooks, her mother, and other family members in Chicago and
elsewhere. He scoured records and correspondence with her publishers, editors, and agent. He participated in the
poet's literary enterprises and in her wide circle of literary and family friends. The study reveals intimate
acquaintance with the Harlem Renaissance, with the Chicago literary scene and its leading figures from the thirties
on, with historical developments in black culture and consciousness, and with the significant figures and activities
that impressed the poet's life and art. It places Brooks' work in the context of the civil rights movement, the black
arts movement, and black nationalism. Gwendolyn Brooks won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1950 for Annie Allen
and is today widely recognized as one of the nation's leading poets, yet her work has received less than its due from
mainstream critics. Kent's authoritative book has been one step in correcting that neglect. Examines the individual
author's entire body of work and on his/her single works of literature. Nya, an inner-city public high school teacher,
is committed to her students but desperate to give her only son Omari opportunities they’ll never have. When a
controversial incident at his upstate private school threatens to get him expelled, Nya must confront his rage and her
own choices as a parent. But will she be able to reach him before a world beyond her control pulls him away? With



profound compassion and lyricism, Pipeline brings an urgent conversation powerfully to the fore. Morisseau pens a
deeply moving story of a mother’s fight to give her son a future — without turning her back on the community that
made him who he is. This was the Pulitzer Prize-winner's first new collection of poetry after a gap of nearly ten
years. "I was to be a Watchful Eye; a Tuned Ear; a Super-reporter," Brooks said. "I began writing about whatever I
thought I knew, whatever I experienced." What she knew and experienced in those years resulted in poetry charged
with a new power and urgency. The book takes its title from a long narrative poem set in a huge decayed apartment
house in Chicago's black ghetto, a building called the Mecca. A tragedy in the Mecca gives rise to Brooks'
extraordinary poetic evocation of its dense personal miseries and sense of life. Nine shorter poems follow, and these
too, in large part, have their source in contemporary figures and circumstances: Medgar Evers and Malcolm X, "the
Blackstone Rangers gang," the astonishing prideful mural painted on a ghetto wall one summer. The universality
that transcends the immediate event, and is the mark of poetic sensibility, distinguishes all the poetry here.
Gwendolyn Brooks' stature as a poet who "induces almost unbearable excitement"--As Phyllis McGinley described
her--is here enriched by the new dimensions her work encompasses.--Adapted from book jacket. This book
examines how Gwendolyn Brooks, a self-proclaimed nonreligious person, advocates adherence to Christian ideals
through religious allusions in her poetry. The discussion integrates Brooks' words, biographical data, commentary by
other scholars, scriptural references, and doctrinal tenets. It identifies biblical figures and events and highlights
Brooks' effective use of the sermon genre, and her express parallels between Christianity and Democracy. The work
opens with a biographical chapter and Brooks' comments on religion, followed by analyses of her long poems, and
more than thirty of her short ones. An illuminating interview with Nora Brooks Blakely about Brooks' religious
background and philosophy is included. For over thirty years, poets Gwendolyn Brooks and Haki R. Madhubuti
shared a unique literary and personal relationship. In this latest volume of his work, Madhubuti, a renowned poet in
his own right, pays tribute to Brooks' legacy and memory with this collection of poems that he produced during
those years. He also offers two essays and a selection of newer poems to express his gratitude and show his great
respect for this literary giant. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant. Reproduction of page
proofs, chiefly dated 6 May 2003 at top of each leaf (some dated 7 May 2003). A biography of the African American
poet who won the Pulitzer Prize in 1950 and whose poems reflect the experiences of African Americans. These 18
critical essays place Brooks' work in a personal as well as social and cultural context and reflect in a chronological
manner an appreciation of the entire range of Brooks' poetic vision. Beginning with a general assessment the essays
analyze her poetry, her novel Maud Martha, and the unpublished "Songs After Sunset." ISBN 0-252-01367-0 :
$27.50. Presents a collection of the author's poetry and prose. Gwendolyn Brooks was one of the most accomplished
and acclaimed poets of the last century, the first black author to win the Pulitzer Prize and the first black woman to
serve as poetry consultant to the Library of Congress—the forerunner of the U.S. Poet Laureate. Here, in an
exclusive Library of America E-Book Classic edition, is her groundbreaking first book of poems, a searing portrait
of Chicago’s South Side. “I wrote about what I saw and heard in the street,” she later said. “There was my material.”
From Gwendolyn Brooks, U.S. Poet Laureate and the first African American to win the Pulitzer Prize, and Coretta
Scott King Award-winning artist Jan Spivey Gilchrist comes We Are Shining. Marking the 100th birthday of
Gwendolyn Brooks, this powerful picture book is a celebration of the diversity of our world. This life-affirming
poem is now illustrated for the very first time, with stunning, vibrant images. A story of our shared humanity,
Gwendolyn Brooks honors the beauty of our world and the many different people in it. Brooks speaks to all children
of the world in this moving poem about acceptance, stressing that every child should have the opportunity for a
shining future and offering hope for a better tomorrow. Discover the most enduring works of the legendary poet and
first black author to win a Pulitzer Prize—now in one collectible volume “If you wanted a poem,” wrote Gwendolyn
Brooks, “you only had to look out of a window. There was material always, walking or running, fighting or
screaming or singing.” From the life of Chicago’s South Side she made a forceful and passionate poetry that fused
Modernist aesthetics with African-American cultural tradition, a poetry that registered the life of the streets and the
upheavals of the 20th century. Starting with A Street in Bronzeville (1945), her epoch-making debut volume, The
Essential Gwendolyn Brooks traces the full arc of her career in all its ambitious scope and unexpected stylistic shifts.
“Her formal range,” writes editor Elizabeth Alexander, “is most impressive, as she experiments with sonnets,
ballads, spirituals, blues, full and off-rhymes. She is nothing short of a technical virtuoso.” That technical virtuosity
was matched by a restless curiosity about the life around her in all its explosive variety. By turns compassionate,



angry, satiric, and psychologically penetrating, Gwendolyn Brooks’ poetry retains its power to move and surprise.
About the American Poets Project Elegantly designed in compact editions, printed on acid-free paper, and textually
authoritative, the American Poets Project makes available the full range of the American poetic accomplishment,
selected and introduced by today’s most discerning poets and critics. “The cross-section of poets with varying
poetics and styles gathered here is only one of the many admirable achievements of this volume.” —Claudia
Rankine in the New York Times The Golden Shovel Anthology celebrates the life and work of poet and civil rights
icon Gwendolyn Brooks through a dynamic new poetic form, the Golden Shovel, created by National Book
Award–winner Terrance Hayes. An array of writers—including winners of the Pulitzer Prize, the T. S. Eliot Prize,
and the National Book Award, as well as a couple of National Poets Laureate—have written poems for this exciting
new anthology: Rita Dove, Billy Collins, Danez Smith, Nikki Giovanni, Sharon Olds, Tracy K. Smith, Mark Doty,
Sharon Draper, Richard Powers, and Julia Glass are just a few of the contributing poets. This second edition includes
Golden Shovel poems by two winners and six runners-up from an international student poetry competition judged by
Nora Brooks Blakely, Gwendolyn Brooks’s daughter. The poems by these eight talented high school students add to
Ms. Brooks’s legacy and contribute to the depth and breadth of this anthology. A collection of interviews which help
chronicle the life and career of African-American author Gwendolyn Brooks. A reassessment of the art and
achievements of the first black author to win the Pulitzer Prize First published in 1956, this collection of poems
celebrates the joy, beauty, imagination, and freedom of childhood. Brooks reminds us that whether we live in the
Bronzeville section of Chicago or any other neighborhood, childhood is universal in its Gwendolyn Brooks is one of
the major American poets of this century and the first black woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry (1950). Yet
far less critical attention has focused on her work than on that of her peers. In this comprehensive biocritical study,
Melhem -- herself a poet and critic -- traces the development of Brooks's poetry over four decades, from such early
works as A Street in Bronzeville, Annie Allen, and The Bean Eaters, to the more recent In the Mecca, Riot, and To
Disembark. In addition to analyzing the poetic devices used, Melhem examines the biographical, historical, and
literary contexts of Brooks's poetry: her upbringing and education, her political involvement in the struggle for civil
rights, her efforts on behalf of young black poets, her role as a teacher, and her influence on black letters. Among the
many sources examined are such revealing documents as Brooks's correspondence with her editor of twenty years
and with other writers and critics. From Melhem's illuminating study emerges a picture of the poet as prophet.
Brooks's work, she shows, is consciously charged with the quest for emancipation and leadership, for black unity
and pride. At the same time, Brooks is seen as one of the preeminent American poets of this century, influencing
both African American letters and American literature generally. This important book is an indispensable guide to
the work of a consummate poet.
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