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Essential writings from classical and contemporary sociological theorists engagingly introduced and
brought to life for students This Concise Reader in Sociological Theory contains excerpts from the writings
of a wide range of key theorists who represent the dynamic breadth of classical and contemporary, macro-
and micro-sociological theory. The selected writings elaborate on the core concepts and arguments of
sociological theory, and, along with the commentary, explore topics that resonate today such as: crisis and
change, institutions and networks, power and inequality, race, gender, difference, and much more. The text
contains editorial introductions to each section that clearly explain the intellectual context of the theorists
and their arguments and reinforce their relevance to sociological analysis and society today. The excerpts
include writings from the classicists Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim, W.E.B. Du Bois to the
contemporary Patricia Hill Collins, Dorothy Smith, Raewyn Connell. This indispensable book: Offers a
concise review of the diverse field of sociological theory Includes contributions from a wide range of noted
classical and contemporary theorists Incorporates engaging empirical examples from contemporary society
Demonstrates the relevance and significance of the ideas presented in the theorists’ writings Designed for
undergraduate and graduate students in sociology and in social and political theory, Concise Reader in
Sociological Theory is an engaging and accessible guide to the most relevant sociological theorists. Talcott
Parsons needs little introduction to anyone acquainted with the literature of sociology. Few men have
dominated their fields so much as Dr. Parsons does his. In this collection of nineteen essays, Dr. Parsons
focuses his attention on subjects ranging from the social structure of Japan to propaganda and social
control, from sociological aspects of Fascist movements to the place of psychoanalysis in society. Also dealt
with are such topics as: The role of ideas in social action, the motivation of economic activities, American
social structure, social classes and class conflict, and the prospects for contemporary sociological theory.
The whole body of essays presented here belongs in the broad field of "application" of sociological theory. It
stands in the line of scientific development of the most advanced techniques for sociological investigation
and evaluation of data. Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the Social World, Second
Edition is an undergraduate sociological theory textbook that introduces the student to the major classical
theorists, including Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Mead, Schutz, Gilman, and Du Bois. The
theorists were chosen for the diversity of their perspectives as well as their ability to introduce the student
to contemporary theory. Kenneth Allan uses a lively informative writing style to engage the students in the
eras of social change that spawned the major sociological theories and then applies them to the current era,

which also is experiencing major social change. Features and benefits: · The book includes a glossary of
terms. Each of the theorist’s important concepts are highlighted in the text and clear definitions provided in
the glossary. This feature is particularly important because theory is made up of terms and concepts and
without the use of a glossary, it is very easy for the undergraduate theory student to lose track of the terms
and meanings. · While the book is organized primarily around the individual theorist’s perspective, a
categorical scheme is also provided so the student can roughly situate the theorists and decide for
themselves some of sociology’s big questions. The scheme provided in the book is not the one usually used
by textbooks. The more commonly used scheme (conflict, functional, interaction) hides some really
important questions that the student needs to consider (for example, is society an object or does it exist
only through interpretations?). · The book provides an appendix with complete definitions of most of
sociology’s major "perspectives" e.g., critical theory (including feminism, race, and queer theory,
postmodernism, and so on), exchange theory, rational choice theory, dramaturgy, ethnomethodology,
structuration, network theory, ecological theory, social phenomenology, and so on. · The book introduces
the power and poetry of theory by extensive use of original source material from the theorists writings.
Written by eminent sociologists, this book introduces and assesses some of the most influential, recent
sociological theories. Each chapter explains the theory and describes a related program of empirical
research. Chapters are authored by the actual founders (and/or leading exponents) of these theoretical
programs; many chapters contain a description of the inception, growth, and present status of the
theoretical program. The book covers a broad range of sociological concerns, from the investigation of
power and status processes, to social movements and revolutions, to organizational and institutional
structures, to world system analysis. Accessibly written for a wide sociological audience, this book is an
invaluable introduction for undergraduates and graduates to sociology's most important theoretical
advances. This new printing is not a newly revised edition, only an enlarged one. The revised edition of
1957 remains intact except that its short introduction has been greatly expanded to appear here as
Chapters I and II. The only other changes are technical and minor ones: the correction of typographical
errors and amended indexes of subjects and names. This Handbook provides the hidden common threads
that tie sociological inquiry together and featuring eminent scholars, it separates itself from its
predecessors in substance and organization. Rather than rehashing old debates or longingly gazing at the
past, this book presents sociologists with new ways of conceptualizing the organization and presentation of
sociological theory. At the heart of this Handbook’s vision is the twin goals of making theory a viable
enterprise by reconceptualizing how we teach theory and keeping theory closely tied to its empirical
applications. Three strategies are offered: (1) Elucidating how classic issues like integration or interaction
are interrogated today; (2) Presenting a coherent vision of the social levels of reality that theorists work on
such as communities, groups, and the self as well as how the coherence of these levels speaks to the macro-
micro link; and, (3) Theorizing the social world rather than celebrating theorists or theories; that is, one
can look at how theory is used holistically to understand the constraints the social world places on our lived
experience or the dynamics of social change. Hence, in the second decade of the 21st century, it has
become clear that sociology is at a crossroads as the number of theorists and amount of theory available is
increasingly unmanageable and unknowable by the vast majority of professionals and students. As such,
this Handbook of Contemporary Sociological Theory presents the novice and the expert with the a roadmap
for traversing this crossroad and building a more coherent, robust, and cumulative sociology. The revised
third edition of the text that combines classical and contemporary theories of sociological theory
Thoroughly revised and updated, the third edition of an Introduction to Sociological Theory offers an in-
depth introduction to classical and contemporary theories, and demonstrates their relevance to offer a clear



understanding of a broad range of contemporary issues and topics. As with the previous editions, the text
continues to combine carefully selected primary quotations from a broad range of theorists with extensive
discussion and illustrative examples from a diverse range of countries, helpful timelines of important and
thematically relevant events, biographical notes, contemporary topic boxes, analytical photos, and chapter
glossaries. The text addresses topics such as the persistence of economic and social inequality, Brexit, post-
truth society, same-sex marriage, digital surveillance and the on-demand gig economy. Written in an
engaging style, Introduction to Sociological Theory offers a comprehensive introduction to the pluralistic
breadth and wide-ranging applicability of sociological theory. This updated edition of the authoritative text:
Contains both classical and contemporary theories in a single text Builds on excerpts from original
theoretical writings with detailed discussion of the concepts and ideas under review Includes new examples
of current empirical topics such as Brexit, Donald Trump’s presidency, China’s growing economic power,
global warming, intersectionality, social media, and much more Offers additional resources including a
website that contains multiple choice and essay questions, a thoroughly refreshed set of PowerPoint slides
for each chapter with multimedia links to content illustrative of sociological processes, a list of
complementary primary readings, a quotation bank, and other background materials Written for
undergraduate courses in contemporary and classical sociological theory, the third edition of an
Introduction to Sociological Theory continues to provide a comprehensive, in-depth, and empirically
engaging, introduction to sociological theory. Professor John Rex was one of Britain’s most eminent
sociologists, and a teacher of a whole generation of sociology students. In this book he presents a
stimulating introduction to the major issues of sociological theory and gives an account of the perspective
which has informed his thinking and writing. He deals with the objectives of sociological investigation, the
methods it uses and how in these respects it resembles or differs from natural science and history. He goes
on to discuss the work of Weber, Durkheim, Marx, Engels, Mills and other important theorists, and
concludes with a convincing demonstration of the continuing relevance of the Weberian tradition to the
study of sociology. This textbook explores the emergence of sociology as a distinct social science. Focusing
on the evolution of social theories, movements and ideas through history, it analyses the dynamic
relationship between the individual and the larger social forces around them. This volume examines the
definitive aspects of societies, communities and social groups, and their intersections with culture, political
and economic movements and religious institutions. It establishes the connections between sociology and
other disciplines such as philosophy, history, political science, economics, psychology and anthropology to
explore the interdependence between different realms of social life. The chapters in this book explain and
highlight the significance of quantitative and qualitative methods of research in understanding the
dynamics of social life. Drawing from the works of classical social theorists such as Auguste Comte, Herbert
Spencer, Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber, this book traces the development of sociological
perspectives and theories and their relevance in the history of ideas. Lucid and comprehensive, this
textbook will be useful for undergraduate and postgraduate students of sociology, development studies,
history of ideas, sociological thought, social theory, research methods, political science and anthropology.
What can sociological theory tell us about the basic forces that shape our world? With clarity and authority,
Theoretical Sociology: A Concise Introduction to Twelve Sociological Theories, by leading theorist Jonathan
H. Turner, seeks to answer this question through a brief, yet in-depth examination of twelve major
sociological theories. Readers are given an opportunity to explore the foundational premise of each theory
and key elements that make it distinctive. The book draws on biographical background, analysis of
important works, historical influences, and other critical insights to help readers make the important
connections between these monumental sociological theories and the social world in which we live. This
concise resource is a perfect complement to any course that seeks to examine both classic and
contemporary sociological theory. In the Third Edition of Ken Allan's highly-praised Contemporary Social
and Sociological Theory book, sociological theories and theorists are explored using a straightforward
approach and conversational, jargon-free language. Filled with examples drawn from everyday life, this
edition highlights diversity in contemporary society, exploring theories of race, gender, and sexuality that
address some of today's most important social concerns. Through this textbook students will learn to think
theoretically and apply to their own lives. Current sociological theories appear to have lost their general

persuasiveness in part because, unlike the theories of the ‘classical era’, they fail to maintain an integrated
stance toward society, and the practical role that sociology plays in society. The authors explore various
facets of this failure and possibilities for reconstructing sociological theories as integrated wholes capable
of conveying a moral and political immediacy. They discuss the evolution of several concepts (for example,
the social, structure, and self) and address the significant disputes (for example, structuralism versus
humanism, and individual versus society) that have dominated twentieth-century sociological thought. Their
ideas and analyses are directed towards an audience of students and theorists who are coming to terms
with the project of sociological theory, and its relationship with moral discourses and political practice. The
authors of these essays are sociological theorists from the United States, the United Kingdom and Canada.
They are all established, but not ‘establishment’ authors. The book contains no orthodoxies, and no
answers. However, the essays do contribute to identifying the range of issues that will constitute the
agenda for the next generation of sociological theorists. Combines the major writings of sociology's core
contemporary theorists with a historical and theoretical framework for understanding these works. This
text enables students to compare and contrast core concepts and ideas, stresses contemporary applications
and examples, and provides a variety of visuals and pedagogical devices. In this book Anthony Giddens
addresses a range of issues concerning current developments in social theory, relating them to the
prospects for sociology in the closing decades of the twentieth century. Composed of closely integrated
papers, all written over the past few years, the book includes seven essays not previously published, plus
two have not appeared in English before. In assessing the likely future evolution of sociology in particular,
and the social sciences in general, the author both draws upon ideas established in his more abstract
theoretical writings and examines critically competing traditions of thought. Those looking for an accessible
introduction to Gidden's writing will find in this book a set of clear expositions of his basic ideas. By
situating these ideas in relation to the critical assessment of the views of others, however, the author
provides new sources of insight into the distinctiveness of his own claims. The authors are proud sponsors
of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling graduate students and early career
faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Now with SAGE
Publishing, and co-authored by one of the foremost authorities on sociological theory, the Eighth Edition of
Modern Sociological Theory by George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky provides a comprehensive overview of
the major theorists and theoretical schools, from the Structural Functionalism of early 20th century
through the cutting-edge theories of the late 20th and early 21st centuries. The integration of key theories
with biographical sketches of theorists and the requisite historical and intellectual context helps students to
better understand the original works of contemporary thinkers. Now published by SAGE, this scholarly text
covers the first one hundred years of sociological theorizing, from 1830-1930, focusing primarily on Comte,
Spencer, Marx, Weber, Simmel, Durkheim, and Mead. The text provides an in-depth examination of these
early sociological theorists with biographical background, analysis of key works, major influences, critical
insights, and also answers the question, "What do these ideas tell us about the basic forces that shape the
social world?" Posing this question for each theorist adds a unique perspective to the text and distinguishes
it from other sociological theory books. In addition, it also includes material on the enduring models and
principles of the theorists' work that continue to inform sociological theory today. This textbook offers a
new approach to understanding social theory. Framed around paired theoretical perspectives on a series of
sociological problems, the book shows how distinctive viewpoints shed light on different facets of social
phenomena. The book includes sociology’s "founding fathers", major 20th-century thinkers and recent
voices such as Butler and Zizek. Philosophically grounded and focused on interpretation and analysis, the
book provides a clear understanding of theory’s scope while developing students’ skills in evaluating,
applying and comparing theories. Offering an insightful critique of many sociological theories, this new
edition focuses on the relationship between sociological theory and empirical scientific studies, rather than
on theory and philosophy. It covers the analysis of function, social conflict theories, and processes of social
interaction. For professionals in the field of sociology. This volume is designed as a basic text for upper
level and graduate courses in contemporary sociological theory. Most sociology programs require their
majors to take at least one course in sociological theory, sometimes two. A typical breakdown is between
classical and contemporary theory. Theory is perhaps one of the bro- est areas of sociological inquiry and



serves as a foundation or framework for more specialized study in specific substantive areas of the field. In
addition, the study of sociological theory can readily be related to various aspects of other social science
disciplines as well. From the very beginning sociology has been characterized by alternative theoretical
perspectives. Classical theory includes the European founding figures of the dis- pline whose works were
produced during the later half of the nineteenth century and the first couple of decades of the twentieth
century plus early American th- rists. For most of the second half of the twentieth century, a fairly high
consensus has developed among American sociologists regarding these major founders, p- ticularly with
regard to the works of Durkheim and Weber in analyzing the overall society and of Simmel in analyzing
social interaction processes. Since the late 1960s and early 1970s the influence of Marx has also been
recognized. Recent decades have also witnessed an increased emphasis on the important contributions of
several pioneering feminist perspectives in the early years of sociology. The new edition of the definitive
undergraduate guide to contemporary sociological theory, with updated reading selections throughout The
fourth edition of Contemporary Sociological Theory offers a thorough introduction to current perspectives
and approaches in sociology and social science. Covering a broad range of essential topics, this
comprehensive volume provides students with the foundation necessary for understanding the theoretical
underpinnings of present-day debates in the diverse field. In-depth yet accessible readings address micro-
sociological analysis, symbolic interactionism, network theory, phenomenology, critical theory,
structuralism, feminist theory, and more. This classic text is fully revised to incorporate the most
representative and up-to-date material, including new readings addressing debates on gender, power, and
inequality. New editorial introductions clarify and contextualize the selected readings, while up-to-date
examples highlight connections to today’s theoretical discussions. This authoritative survey of
contemporary sociological theory: Presents substantial primary source texts with detailed introductions,
rather than brief excerpts and basic overviews Examines the sociological theories of Foucault, Giddens,
Bourdieu, and Habermas Discusses debates over modernity and postmodernity, crisis and change, and race
and difference Provides historical and intellectual perspective to each selected reading in the book Includes
extensive references to further readings and resources Contemporary Sociological Theory, Fourth Edition
provides the depth of coverage students require for undergraduate courses in social and sociological theory
as well as courses in wider social science programs such as human geography, anthropology, criminology,
and urban studies. In combination with its complement Classical Sociological Theory, Fourth Edition,
Contemporary Sociological Theory remains the most complete overview of sociological theory available.
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling
graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning
workshop. Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of the foremost authorities on sociological
theory, the Tenth Edition of Sociological Theory by George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky gives readers a
comprehensive overview of the major theorists and schools of sociological thought, from sociology′s origins
through the early 21st century. Key theories are integrated with biographical sketches of theorists, and are
placed in their historical and intellectual context. This text helps students better understand the original
works of classical and contemporary theorists, and enables them to compare and contrast the latest
substantive concepts. First Published in 1998. This is Volume XI of twenty-two in a series on Social Theory
and Methodology. Notions are widespread that sociological theory is either an industrious activity on the
drawing boards of the architects of fantasy or a branch of esoterics operating in a shadowy realm of semi-
darkness. The present study holds neither of these conceptions of sociological. The present study’s function
is to illuminate the difference between one theory and another. The power and reliability of a theory are not
always evident all at once. A theory may have a power to explain what was not originally anticipated; it may
also disclose the existence of problems it cannot explain. Central to most sociologists’ self-image is the
claim that their theories are based on research. However, using a random sample of 680 articles appearing
in major American, British and Canadian journals, Dr Menzies shows that in some areas of sociology the
wide gap between theory and research means that much of sociological theory is virtually untested. He
explains how theory is embodied in eight particular types of research, critically examines these research
theories, and contrasts them with the positions of modern theorists. The sample of journal articles also
permits a comparison of British, American and Canadian sociology. By contrasting on how researchers us

theories, Dr Menzies is able to reassess several theories. For instance, symbolic interactionist research
uses embedded causal claims and stands in a dialectical relationship to other sociological research, while
the research version of conflict theory depends on external causes to explain social change. The
implications of using statistical techniques like factor analysis and regression are also considered in
relation to the form of explanation. "The strengths of this text are the breadth of theories covered; the
integration of gender-related topics3⁄4 family, work, religion; the use of substantial quotes from primary
texts; the consistent inclusion of methodological issues....I have no doubt that it will find a solid position in
the field of theory texts." --Kathleen Slobin, North Dakota State University A concise, yet surprisingly
comprehensive theory text, given the range of ideas, historical context, and theorists discussed. Unlike
other books of the type, Classical Sociological Theory focuses on how the pivotal theories contributed not
only to the development of the field, but also to the evolution of ideas concerning social life. This thoroughly
revised and updated third edition provides an expanded analysis of the nature and future of sociological
theory. It offers new sections on feminist, post-colonial, and critical race theories, as well as a discussion of
theories of system, structure and complexity. Written by award-winning scholar Jonathan H Turner, this is a
comprehensive, in-depth and detailed review of present-day theory in sociology. Stephen K. Sanderson s
latest book recaptures a scientific theoretical sociology, one whose fundamental aim is the formulation of
real theories that can be empirically tested. Sanderson reviews the major theoretical traditions within
contemporary sociology, explicating their key principles, critically evaluating these principles and their
applications, and showcasing exemplars. He judges each tradition by asking whether it has generated
falsifiable research programs. Although principally a work of theoretical critique, "Rethinking Sociological
Theory" is also a valuable textbook for both undergraduate and graduate courses in sociological theory."
Social theory has undergone dramatic changes over the past fifteen years. The aim of this book is to
provide a comprehensive survey of those changes, and an authoritative statement on current trends of
development in social thought. The contents of the book range in a systematic way across the major
traditions of social theory prominent today. Among the topics covered are the relationships between
modern social theory and the 'classics' of the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; the connections
between social theory and mathematical social science; and the logical status of generalizations in the
social sciences. Traditions of thought discussed include: behaviourism; symbolic interactionism; Parsonian
theory; analytical theory; structuralism and post-structuralism; ethnomethodology; structuration theory;
world systems theory; Marxism and critical theory. Introducing Sociological Theory offers a comprehensive,
navigable and highly readable introduction to the main schools of thought in sociology, along with the
philosophical ideas that underpin them. 8 broad theoretical traditions, or perspectives, are explained
helping you to recognize the scope and range of sociological theory and to think sociologically and see the
social world in different ways. The author skilfully and revealingly engages with each theoretical
perspective showing what it actually means, why it utilises certain concepts over others, and how it
generates and derives from evolving traditions of sociological thought. Introducing Sociological Theory is
an essential text for all sociology students and of key interest more broadly within the social sciences and
humanities. Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of the foremost authorities on sociological
theory, the Tenth Edition of Sociological Theory by George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky gives readers a
comprehensive overview of the major theorists and schools of sociological thought, from sociology's origins
through the early 21st century. Key theories are integrated with biographical sketches of theorists, and are
placed in their historical and intellectual context. This text helps students better understand the original
works of classical and modern theorists, and enables them to compare and contrast the latest substantive
concepts. New to this Edition Chapter 1 now includes a discussion of colonialism as one of the forces that
shaped modern society. The “Historical Sketch” chapters contain new material on the historical
significance of early women founders, and on the contributions of W.E.B. Du Bois. Chapters on Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel now conclude with sections on contemporary applications of ideas from
these 19th century thinkers. A new chapter focuses theories of race, racism, and colonialism, as well as
theories about indigenous peoples and theories from the “Global South” that challenge the work of scholars
from Europe and North America. The concluding chapter has a new section on theories of prosumption, one
of the newest developments in consumer theory. New material on colonization, women classical theorists,



and race theory, as well as new timelines, added to history chapters. Now with SAGE Publishing,
Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical Roots: The Basics, is a brief survey of sociology's major
theorists and theoretical approaches, from the Classical founders to the present. With updated scholarship
in the new Fifth Edition, authors George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky connect many theorists and schools of
thought together under broad headings that offer students a synthesized view of sociological theory. This
text is perfect for those who want an accessible overview of the entire tradition of sociological thinking,
with an emphasis on the contemporary relevance of theory. Written by award-winning scholar Jonathan
Turner, Theoretical Sociology: 1830 to the Present covers new and emerging aspects of sociological theory
and examines the significant contributions of both modern and founding theorists. Nine sections present
detailed analyses of key theories and paradigms, including functionalism, evolutionary theory, conflict
theory, critical theory, exchange theory, interactionist theory, and structuralism. Despite the in-depth
discussions of theorists and their contributions to the field, the text is concise and focused, a perfect
resource for readers seeking to develop a deeper understanding of contemporary and classical sociological
theory. Providing a concise and comprehensive introduction to both classical and contemporary social
thought, this volume makes social theory and social theorists accessible and meaningful. For one-semester,
junior/senior-level courses in Contemporary Sociological Theory, or in a Classical and Contemporary Theory
course. This text examines the assumptions and concepts of the five major sociological theories and the
classical roots of the modern theories. It focuses specifically on functionalism, conflict theory, theories of
rational choice, symbolic interactionism, and phenomenology.
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